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CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF PETITION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the provisions of Fish and Game Code Section
2073.3, the California Fish and Game Commission (Commission), on September 24, 2025
received a petition from Sofia Prado-Irwin, Ph.D., Center for Biological Diversity to list the
northern population of western spadefoot (Spea hammondii) as threatened species and the
southern population of western spadefoot as an endangered species under the California
Endangered Species Act.

The western spadefoot is a small- to moderate-sized, round anuran. Despite commonly being
referred to as the “western spadefoot toad,” they are not true toads, as they are not members
of the family Bufonidae. The two populations of western spadefoot, northern and southern, are
genetically distinct and separated by a geographical barrier, the Transverse Ranges in
Southern California.

Little is known about the terrestrial activity of western spadefoots. They spend most of their
lives in self-made underground burrows, though sometimes they temporarily take refuge in
burrows constructed by small mammals, like gophers, squirrels, or kangaroo rats. They go into
long-term dormancy during the dry season. Adults are nocturnal and emerge from their
summer burrows to forage and breed after rains in the late fall through late spring.

Pursuant to Section 2073 of California Fish and Game Code, the Commission transmitted the
petition to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) for review pursuant to
Section 2073.5 of said code. The Commission will receive the petition at its October 8-9, 2025
meeting, in Sacramento. It is anticipated that the Department’s evaluation and
recommendation relating to the petition will be received by the Commission at its

February 11-12, 2026 meeting.

For information about the petition or to submit information to the Department relating to the
petitioned species, interested parties may contact Neil Clipperton, CESA and Scientific
Collecting Permit Supervisor, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, by mail at P.O. Box
944209, Sacramento, California 94244-2090, telephone at (916) 373-6620, or email at
wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov.
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