
R E C O V E R I N G  
L O S T  L O B S T E R  G E A R

Rules for retrieving lost, damaged, abandoned or derelict traps: 
Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 122.2

WHO?
Any lobster operator 
permit holder can 
retrieve abandoned or 
lost commercial lobster 
gear.

In-season: 6 traps per trip 
with permission from the trap 
owner.

From 15 days after the 
season closes to September 
15: Unlimited traps per trip.

WHEN?

On your vessel log, record: Date, Time, Number of  
Traps, Location of Retrieval, and Tag Information.

Report recovered gear and send questions to: 
Lobster@wildlife.ca.gov

Recovering Lost Lobster Gear:
•	 Prevents Entanglements
•	 Promotes Ocean Stewardship
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