Attachment A — Sections 53.01, 53.02, 53.03, 149 and 149.1 Commercial Take of Market Squid Responses to Comments

Name,
Format, Date

Public Comment

Commission Response

Mark Fina, | The California Wetfish Producers Association (CWPA) Support noted. The Commission adopted the regulations as
Email provided a letter in support of the Department of Fish and | recommended by the Department.
’ Wildlife’'s (Department) recommendations for Commercial
5/29/2025 Take of Market Squid.

Tanner Expressed support for the experimental fishery permit This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
Saraspe, program. regulations. The market squid experimental permit program
Email, was repealed when the new Experimental Fishing Permit
5/30/2025 (EFP) Program was established in 2022 (California Code of

Regulations (CCR) Title 14, Section 91). The Department
provided information on how to pursue small-scale fishery
opportunities utilizing the new EFP program.
Russ Gauley, | Inquired as to why a registration is not needed for a purse | Purse seine skiffs are still required to have a CA
Email seine skiff. And stated the price to register should be Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) boat registration.
5/30/20’25 higher. Neither the Commission nor the Department have any
authority over DMV registration fees. However, the purse
seine skiffs do not need a market squid permit because the
purse seine skiff is part of the purse seine vessel
operations and covered by the vessel permit.
Mark Fina, Representative of CWPA recommends moving ahead with | Support noted. The Commission adopted the regulations as
Oral the package without any modifications. Stated that the recommended by the Department.
Comment Squid Fishery Advisory Committee (SFAC) engaged in a
6/1 1/2025’ long process and discussed all angles of squid
management. Stated that the changes recommended by
the Department were shared with CWPA members and
there were no other comments from CWPA members.
Corbin Mr. Hanson was part of the SFAC and reiterated that the Support noted. The Commission adopted the regulations as
Hanson, California market squid fishery is a sustainable fishery, that | recommended by the Department.
Oral the SFAC process addressed specific topics, and that he
Comment supports the recommended changes to management.
6/11 /2025’ Mr. Hanson also expressed that he was very satisfied with

the SFAC process.
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6 Russ Gauley,
Email,
6/23/25 and
6/30/25

A. Expressed hope that the small-scale squid fishery
amendment passes because he would like to be one of
the fishermen that can utilize that entry into a fishery.

B. Recommended individual quotas for purse seine to
scoop to reduce conflict for everyone in order to save
the fishery.

C. Scoop brail boats do no harm at all. It's the guys’ nets
that are too deep dragging bottom purse seine nets
there should be regulation on net depth not put a rib line
that's not how purse seine works it will not work on a
drum seine. Say get a safe depth range net depth limit
coordinate with the fisherman on what it should be so
the egg beds are not destroyed it will be better for
everyone from scoop to seine.

D. Should be able to only set the squid when they’re off
the bottom not scrape them off bottom like the big deep
heavy boats and nets do.

E. The viability, enforceability, sustainability for a small-
scale fishery is very high in my personal opinion as a
full-time fisherman in California for past 15 years
consecutively. It's very fair to get a small-scale squid
fishery going. The big boats have too much money and
power and don't have hardly any regulations.

A. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
regulations. See response 2. The Department and
Commission recommend that individuals interested in
small-scale opportunities avail themselves of the existing
EFP Process. Commission staff provided information on
the EFP permit process on 6/30/2025.

B. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
regulations. The proposed regulations are not changing
the existing limited entry program.

C. Recommendation for net depth restrictions rejected. The
Commission adopted the rib line requirement as
recommended by the Department. Discussions and data
analyses regarding the decision to implement a rib line
requirement can be found in the SFAC Report to Marine
Resource Committee (July 2024). The Department
determined that a net depth restriction was both
infeasible to enforce, due to the need to examine nets
onshore and inability to gauge net size while fishing, and
the fact that nets are used in water depths that require
deeper lengths during the same trips when fishing in
shallower depths. During SFAC discussion, several
members owned and operated drum seine vessels and
have said that their drum seine vessels have been
employing rib lines.

D. Recommendation rejected. The Commission and
Department are not aware of a method that would allow
law enforcement officers to determine that squid are off
the bottom while a set is being made.

E. Comment noted, please see responses 2 and 6A
regarding small scale fisheries. The market squid fishery
has significant regulations in place, including those
adopted in this rulemaking.
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6. Russ Gauley,

con't Email,

6/23/25 and
6/30/25

F. The squid market purse seine fishery doesn't have net
regulations to preserve the squid beds. Every other
fishery has net regulations. | recommend net depth
regulations to preserve not only ocean floor disturbance
but egg beds as well, ring bridals on the lead line are
supposed to be designed to break if you snag on
bottom. A breast line on top of lead line salvage will get
the net snagged up. The only way to get it back would
be to rip the ocean floor up.

G. A small-scale squid scoop fishery permit will be life
changing for fisherman it's better for the economy in the
fishing industry from the markets to the fisherman to the
employees of the markets to even the fish and game
out there on foot monitoring etc. scoop fishing is very
sustainable and no by catch at all. There were over 220
squid permits in the year 2000 now in 2025 there are
69. There should be 3x the amount of squid fishing
permits more small scale too so everybody can get
some there is levels to this industry and small scale is
cut and dry and sustainable hands down there should
be more squid permits, and | would love to be a
candidate for one.

F. The adopted regulations to require the use of a rib line
are intended to implement new protections for squid egg
beds. See response 6C regarding net depth restrictions.
Rib lines are intended to prevent nets from scraping and
shagging on the bottom and are in use successfully by
more than 50% of purse seine vessels presently fishing
without any noted incidents of the lines becoming
shagged.

G. See responses 2 and 6A regarding small scale permits.
Recommendation to increase the number of squid
permits is outside the scope of the proposed regulations.
The proposed regulations are not changing the existing
limited entry program. In the 2024 season, 68 Market
Squid Vessel Permits, 28 Market Squid Light Boat
Permits, and 48 Market Squid Brail Permits were issued.
Of the 68 limited entry Market Squid Vessel Permits
issued in 2024, 58 vessels reported market squid
landings. Twenty-nine vessels made 80% of the landings
(by weight) in 2023. Of the 47 brail permits issued in
2023, 14 brail permitted vessels reported landing squid.
Further information about market squid limited entry
permits can be found in the Market Squid Fishery
Management Plan.
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matter. There are boats that set their nets in a straight
line, and they start towing the skiff on one end and the
boat on the other. They hook the net on both sides and
tow. They do this for ¥2 mile and what happens by doing
this is that they collect more fish. But the main thing is
what is happening when they do this is that they are
destroying the bottom of the ocean. The net is acting as
a trawl net/ round haul. If the Department doesn’t put a
handle on this problem, there will come a time where we
won'’t have this fishery anymore because it is tearing up
the egg beds. If we’re not going to stop this, there is no
point putting on a rib line; they tow in all depths 10 FTM
to 60 FTM. This is my Big Concern.

. On the attaching the Rib Line proposal it says 3 feet

above the leadline and that there should be no limit
where you attach it. If you want to put it closer, you
should be able to, but not to exceed 3 feet.

. On the Start time — the Midnight law was an old law

because processors wanted their fish fresher. Boats did
not have refrigeration when the law was at Midnight.
There were always problems that people would turn on
deck lights and next thing you know Boats had a 5-6
thousand watts of deck lights on. Some would use
underwater lights to avoid problems for everybody and
the Department. | think Sundown or Sunset would be
better — by changing it, you are only going to lose 4
hours which is better and not going to make a difference.
Another possible solution - 6:00 Am Monday morning,
but 6:00 am for Monterey Bay only.

# NETTE: Public Comment Commission Response
Format, Date
7 Sal Mineo, | A.- One of my main concerns is the Rib Line. There is a big | A. The Department and Commission appreciate the
Email, problem in the fishery- one that is not talked about. | concerns raised. Through the Department’s analysis of
7/16/2025 think there were phone calls to the Department on this bycatch data and discussions during the SFAC process

it was determined that the implementation of a rib line
requirement would best address potential impacts to
squid egg beds. If additional information becomes
available regarding potential impacts from the fishing
methods described, it can be considered in a future
review.

. Recommendation for the rib line to be placed no more

three feet from the leadline rejected. The Commission
adopted the rib line requirement as recommended by the
Department. The intent of the rib line requirement is to
ensure that the leadline does not drag across the sea
floor when the net is pursed. Placing the rib line closer to
the leadline, below the 36-inch minimum, would result in
the leadline still dragging on the ocean floor, defeating
the line’s purpose. Individuals may still choose to place
the line further away from the 36-inch minimum.

. Recommendation for a different start time rejected. The

Commission adopted the weekend closure extension as
recommended by the Department. Extension of the
weekend closure was discussed during the 2023-2024
SFAC process. After reviewing modeling results,
monitoring data, and feedback from the SFAC, an
extension to the start time of the weekend closure
statewide and an extended Sunday closure in the
Monterey Bay area was recommended. The extended
closure provides an added buffer for sustainability and,
based on modeling and landings information, is unlikely
to negatively impact overall yields, and is enforceable. A
shorter closure would not provide the same nighttime
period when squid can spawn uninterrupted. Also see
section V of the Final Statement of Reasons.
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# Il;lame, Public Comment Commission Response
ormat, Date
7 Sal Mineo D. I don't think there should be a Boundary line going to D. Recommendation to not include a boundary line at
con't Email, ’ Pigeon Point. If you make it Sunset, just do the same for Pigeon Point rejected. The Commission adopted the
7/16/2025 the north — No Boundary Line is needed. There should weekend closure extension as recommended by the
not be a boundary line; it should remain the way it is. It Department, including the boundary line at Pigeon Point.
has been that way forever and should remain the same. The line at Pigeon Point is necessary to define the area
E. These are my concerns to protect the Fishery. This is the within which fishing is .restrictf:-;d duriqg the extended
only Fishery California has left. weekenc_i closure _and is conS|ster_1t with other regulatory
boundaries used in the area and is enforceable. See
Response 7C regarding the rationale for the extended
closure period.

E. The Department and Commission appreciate the
concerns raised. The intent of the changes is to help
ensure the California market squid fishery remains
sustainable in the future. California has a large number
of other finfish and invertebrate commercial fisheries that
provide opportunities in addition to market squid.

8 Mark Fina, | Would like to thank the Department and facilitators for work | Support noted.
Oral on market squid FMP amendment package. Fishery is
Comment certified and green best choice with Monterey Bay
8/14/2025 Aquarium; think the work done here will help us keep that.
9 Russ Gauley, | A There are currently no squid net depth regulations and | A. See response 6C regarding net depth.
Oral would like to see regulation on net depth. B. See responses 2 and 6A regarding small-scale permits.
Comment, | B, Would like to have a small-scale fishery for market squid.
8/14/2025
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