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California Fish and Game Commission 
Notice of Receipt of Petition 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the provisions of Fish and Game Code Section 
2073.3, that the California Fish and Game Commission (Commission) received on 
November 25, 2025 a petition from Steven C. Christianson, President, Orca Conservancy to 
list southern resident killer whale (Orcinus orca) as an endangered species under the 
California Endangered Species Act. 

The petition states that southern resident killer whale (SRKW) is a genetically distinct 
population of salmon-eating killer whales occurring along the west coast of North America. 
Killer whale, also known as orca, is the largest member of the dolphin family and well known 
for its distinct black and white markings. SRKW ranges seasonally throughout the California 
Current Ecosystem. Data shows that the population frequents the outer coastal waters from 
Washington to California, including Point Reyes, Cape Mendocino, and Monterey Bay.  

SRKW is part of the fish-eating “resident” ecotype and forms a genetically and culturally 
distinctive population. Resident populations are stable matrilineal pods that feed primarily on 
salmonids. SRKW relies heavily on Chinook salmon as its primary prey. Transient populations 
of orca are more likely to rely on marine mammals as primary prey.  

Pursuant to Section 2073 of California Fish and Game Code, the Commission referred the 
petition to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department). Pursuant to Section 
2073.5, the department will evaluate the petition and submit to the Commission a written 
evaluation report with a recommendation. The Commission received the petition on 
November 25, 2025 and noted receipt of the petition on its December 10-11, 2025 meeting 
agenda. The Department’s written evaluation of the petition and related recommendation is 
anticipated to be received in March 2026 and noted on the Commission’s April 15-16, 2026 
meeting agenda. 

For information about the petition or to submit information to the department relating to the 
petitioned species, interested parties may contact Craig Shuman, Marine Regional Manager, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, by telephone at (831) 649-2870, by mail at  
20 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Suite 100, Monterey, California 93940, or email at 
r7regionalmgr@wildlife.ca.gov.  
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