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4. General Public Comments for Items Not on the Agenda

Today’s Item Information ☒ Action ☐ 

Receive public comment regarding topics withing the Commission’s authority that are not 
included on either day of the February 11-12, 2026 meeting agenda. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 

This item is to provide members of the public an opportunity to address the Commission on 
topics not on the agenda. Staff may include written materials and comments received prior to 
the meeting as exhibits in the meeting binder (if received by the written comment deadline), or 
as supplemental materials and comments at the meeting (if received by the supplemental 
comment deadline). 

General public comments are categorized as either: (1) requests for non-regulatory action or 
(2) informational-only. Under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, the Commission cannot 
discuss or take action on any matter not included on the agenda, other than to schedule issues 
raised by the public for consideration at future meetings. Thus, non-regulatory requests 
generally follow a two-meeting cycle (receipt and direction). Any non-regulatory request 
received at today’s meeting will be evaluated by staff and considered by the Commission at its 
next regularly scheduled meeting (currently April 15-16, 2026) under “Non-regulatory requests 
from previous meetings.” 

Significant Public Comments 

1. New, non-regulatory requests are summarized in Exhibit 1; the original written request 
is provided as Exhibit 2. 

2. Informational comments are provided as exhibits 3 through 14. 

Recommendation  

Commission staff:  Consider whether to add any future agenda items to address issues that 
are raised during public comment. 

Exhibits 

1. Summary of new, non-regulatory requests received by January 29, 2026 

2. Robert Burton requests that the Commission and Department revise the wolf 
management plan to require the use of livestock guardian dogs as a prerequisite for 
lethal control measures, and expand state compensation programs to cover 100% of 
the verified market value of any guardian dog killed by a predator, in addition to 
compensation for livestock losses, received January 21, 2026 

3. A member of the public questions why detailed information on the 15 “shovel ready” 
projects of Aratina Solar Project, Phase II was not released to the public, noting that 
only project names were provided, and referencing a YouTube video and a 
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Change.org petition related to the Aratina Solar Project for additional context, received 
December 8, 2025 

4. Tom Hafer, Secretary, Morro Bay Commercial Fisherman’s Organization, provides 
links to articles examining the impacts of offshore wind farms in California and abroad, 
received between December 10, 2025 and January 10, 2026  

5. James Harvey offers a link to a brief video illustrating the dog-like behavior and 
characteristics of coyotes, received December 10, 2025 

6. Cindy Krieman advocates for protecting wolves, emphasizing their critical role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems, and supporting the use of non-lethal management 
methods, received December 10, 2025 

7. Greg Morris shares a perspective on the present state of abalone fisheries in 
California, received December 22, 2025 

8. Michelle Wahl forwards a letter addressed to the Santa Cruz County Planning 
Department detailing grading, land disturbance, and occupancy violations adjacent to 
their property, and the sheriff’s lack of enforcing an existing order to vacate an 
unpermitted structure, received January 2, 2026 

9. Greg Vinci asserts he was improperly cited by a Department warden several years 
ago for guiding without a license while conducting a fly-fishing orientation. He urges 
the Department reevaluate its policy and provide a clearer definition of the activities 
that constitute guiding, received January 6, 2026 

10. Paul Weakland shares a YouTube link examining factors contributing to the collapse 
of diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, received January 19, 2026 

11. Two representative samples of 15 emails, received between January 26 and January 
29, 2026, urging the Commission to mandate the use of ropeless gear during the 
Dungeness crab season to reduce the risk of lethal whale entanglements 

12. Dennis Porcher opposes the culling of Catalina mule deer and supports using 
scientific based methods to maintain ecological balance, received January 28, 2026 

13. Elsa Knutson and Jesper Christen encourage the use of non-lethal methods of wildlife 
management be prioritized and increase public education efforts to promote 
coexistence with wildlife, received January 29, 2026 

14. Brian Tillemans provides a letter to the editor of the Inyo Register expressing concern 
over the significant decline of deer populations and urges immediate intervention and 
improved wildlife management, received January 27, 2026 

Motion (N/A) 

 



California Fish and Game Commission

Receipt List for Non-Regulatory Requests Received by 5:00 PM on January 29, 2026

Date 

Received

Name/Organization

of Requestor
Subject of Request Short Description

FGC Receipt 

Scheduled

FGC Action 

Scheduled

1/21/2026 Robert Burton Wolf Management Plan

Requests that the Commission and Department revise the wolf management plan to 

require the use of livestock guardian dogs as a prerequisite for lethal control 

measures; and expand state compensation programs to cover 100% of the verified 

market value of any guardian dog killed by a predator, in addition to compensation for 

livestock losses.

2/11-12/2026 4/15-16/2026















https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administration-protects-us-national-security-pausing-offshore-wind-leases










https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administration-protects-us-national-security-pausing-offshore-wind-leases






https://www.youtube.com/shorts/y1Z51Slr3iA














https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swZ5uHKFMf0










ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

The time to act is now. We cannot afford to sit idly while our deer herds continue to 
precipitously decline. I am extremely confident that this year’s aerial counts will confirm 
what my friends and I have already observed. The deer are down even more than last year. 

We need to wake up. There is no “balance of nature”. Look at the human development 
along the deer migration routes and prime winter range, look at the fire scars from both 
man caused and natural fires on local winter ranges, recognize the exponential increase in 
human activities in the Buttermilks and winter range areas, check the daily highway 
mortalities that occur. This in addition to historical peaks in both mountain lion and bear 
numbers necessitates the need for human intervention and proper wildlife management; 
yet CDFW has done nothing. 

Our wildlife viewing opportunities, hunting opportunities, wildlife photography, and shed 
collecting activities are disappearing as we speak. 

CDFW staff recently implied that concerned citizens are only worried because they want to 
shoot big deer. This couldn’t be further from the truth. First deer hunting has been reduced 
to a once in eight-year occurrence if you’re lucky. Secondly, we have eradicated most of our 
mature deer with the late season Goodale and Round Valley hunts that CDFW refuses to 
change.  I am a Life Member of the Wild Sheep Foundation, avid wildlife photographer, and 
hunter conservationist as well. My friends and colleagues follow suit, caring deeply about 
all our Eastern Sierra wildlife and habitats in what we refer to as our “backyard”. 
Unfortunately, unlike the past, CDFW has become out of touch with the hunting 
community that pays their salaries with the purchase of hunting and fishing licenses.   

Hopefully after this year’s aerial deer counts CDFW will come to their senses and realize 
something must be done. They have already been given multiple suggestions to improve 
the habitat and quality of our deer herds in public and personal meetings. If they could just 
swallow their PhD egos and give in to the reality of what’s occurring, we can be one step 
ahead.  

                                                                       Brian Tillemans, very concerned local 
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