California Department of Fish and Wildlife 2026 Salmon Information Meeting
Wednesday, Feb ruary 25, 2026, 1:00 p.m.

CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH &
WILDLIFE

715 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
In person and webinar offered (streaming only)

Agenda

Welcome

1:00 p.m.
Opening Comments and Review Agenda | presented by Kandice
Morgenstern, CDFW

1:10 p.m.
2025 Central Valley Chinook Spawning Escapement | presented by Sheena
Holley, CDFW

1:30 p.m.
2025 Central Valley Chinook River Sport Fisheries | presented by Erin
Ferguson, CDFW

1:50 p.m.
2025 Klamath Basin Chinook Spawning Escapement, Harvest, and Age
Composition | presented by Dan Troxel, CDFW

2:15 p.m.
Break (20 minutes)

2:35 p.m.
Review of 2025 Ocean Salmon Sport Fisheries | presented by Chester
Lindley, CDFW

2:55 p.m.
NMEFS 2026 Ocean Salmon Fishery Guidance | presented by Anthony
Siniscal, NMFS

3:15 p.m.
Abundance Forecasts and Harvest Model Results | presented by Dr.
Michael OdFarrell, NMFS

3:45 p.m.
Closing Comments | presented by Kandice Morgenstern, CDFW

4:30 p.m.
Conclude



Acronyms:

f CDFW: California Department of Fish and Wildlife
1 NMFS: National Marine Fisheries Service

Salmon Information Meeting  Logistics

This year, California Department of Fish and Wildlifeds annual Salmon
Information Meeting will be held in person at the California Natural Resources
Headquarters Building, at 715 P Street, Sacramento CA 95814. The meeting will
also be held online in a streaming-only format available for viewing. You will
only be able to ask questions if you attend the meeting in person. At the end
of each presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions. In addition,
there will be an online public survey where people can provide written
comments or recommendations on the topics presented. On the morning of
February 25t, the zoom link, link to survey, and handout of the presentations
will be posted on our preseason page at
www.wildlife.ca.gov/oceansalmon/preseason.

Please plan to arrive early if you are attending the meeting in person as there is
no onsite parking available. Here is a link to a map of Sacramentods public
parking spots:ICity of Sacramento Public Parking Information. Our meeting will start
promptly at 1:00p.m. and end at 5:00p.m.

The public are invited to learn about pertinent salmon information such as
escapement data and ocean abundance forecasts that are used to help
shape the 2026 ocean salmon fishery regulations. Your attendance and
participation in this process are greatly valued. For more information on how to
get involved in the saimon management process, please visit our website at
www.wildlife.ca.gov/oceansalmon/preseason.

Instruction for persons with disabilities

Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in
public meetings are invited to contact the CDFWds Equal Employment
Opportunity (EEO) Office at (916) 902-9097 or via email at EEO@wildlife.ca.gov.
Requests for meeting accessibility should be received as soon as possible prior
to the meeting to ensure the request can be accommodated.



http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/oceansalmon/preseason
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaccity.maps.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Finstant%2Finteractivelegend%2Findex.html%3Fappid%3Dc5c67e43b37c42c9ac5ff39da3362d93&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Keller%40Wildlife.ca.gov%7Cee0d2d53ebf54949ff8e08de64e92100%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C0%7C639059149646847619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OGnpPaXqBt9GfnRB1osjDNLw65qeHPRED3TUG7HM3tw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/oceansalmon/preseason
mailto:EEO@wildlife.ca.gov

2025 Central Valley Chinook Spawning Escapement
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2025 CENTRAL VALLEY
CHINOOK SALMON
SPAWNING
ESCAPEMENT

PRESENTED BY:

Sheena Holley
Wildlife and Fisheries Division | Fisheries Branch
Cadlifornia Department of Fish and Wildlife

February 25, 2026

The Ceniral Valley

Y Fish Hatcheries

LSNFH = Livingston Stone National Fish

Hatchery
CNFH = C National Fish
FRH = Feather River Hatchery
NFH = Nimbus Fish Hatchery
MRFI = Mokelumne River Hatchery
MRFF = Merced River Hafchery
SCARF = Salmon Conservation and Research
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Adult Spawning Escapement, 20046-2025

Sacramento River Fall Chinook
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Hatchery & Natural Area Adult Spawning Escapement, 2006-2025

Sacramento River Fall Chinook




Sacramento River Fall Chinook
Adult Spawning Escapement by Basin, 2006-2025

500 O American Contribution by Basin  20-Year Avg 2025
@Feather American 21% 28%
mUpper 3ac

400 Feather 42% 23%

Upper Sac 37% 48%
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Sacramento River Fall Chinook
Adult & Jack Spawning Escapement, 2006-2025
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Sacramento River Fall Chinook
Adult & Jack Spawning Escapement by Basin, 2006-2025
OJacks EEE Adults
e Adults: 79,773 Adults: 38,150 Adults: 46,840
g 200 | Jacks: 20,855 (21%) Jacks: 13 921 (27%) Jacks: 30,593 (40%)
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San Joaquin River Fall Chinook
Adult & Jack Spawning Escapement, 2006-2025
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San Joaquin River Fall Chinook
Adult & Jack Spawning Escapement by Basin, 2016-2025
40 1 Adults: 7,912
| Jacks: 2,630 (25%) O Jacks
g 35 mmEE Adults
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Other Sacramento Basin Chinook Stocks
Hatchery & Natural Area Adult Spawning Escapement, 2006-2025
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Thank you

Sheena Holley
Kimberly.Holley@wildlife.ca.gov

More information available at:
www.pcouncil.org/salmon
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2025 Central Valley Chinook River Sport Fisheries

CHINOOK SALMON

FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Erin Ferguson

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
980 Riverside Parkway

West Sacramento, California 95605

Erin.Ferguson@wildlife.ca.gov

CENTRAL VALLEY ANGLER SURVEY:
2025 RECREATIONAL HARVEST OF
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Special Regulation Waters
Major Central Valley Rivers
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2025 CENTRAL VALLEY SALMON SEASON

General Season: July 16''- October 31t (108 days)
1 fish daily bag, 1 in possession

Feather River (A)
+ 200 yards above the Live Oak (LO) boat ramp to Highway 99 bridge (108 days)
+  July 16 — October 31
+  Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards above the LO boat ramp (62 days)
+  July 16 — September 15

American River (B)
+ libboom Street to Ancil Hoffman powerlines (108 days)
+  July 16 — October 31
+  Ancil Hoffman powerlines to USGS cable crossing (88 days)
+  July 16 — October 15
Mokelumne River (C)
Lower Sacramento Road Bridge to Highway 12, including tributaries (108 days)
July 16 — October 31
+ Elliot Road to WID Dam (88 days)
+  July 16 — October 15
+ Camanche Dam to Elliot Road (62 days)
+  July 16 — September 15 2




CENTRAL VALLEY ANGLER SURVEY (CVAS)

Objectives

Data collection via:

Estimate angler effort targeting Chinook Salmon
Estimate catch & harvest of Chinook Salmon
Estimate catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE)
Collect biological information on the catch
Recover coded-wire tags

Collect scale and tissue samples

Roving angler counts
Roving angler interviews
Access point interviews

CALIFORNIA|

CVAS SAMPLING DESIGN

14 survey sections:
Feather River
American River

Mokelumne River

Ten randomly selected sampling days per month:

six weekdays

four weekend days

[CALIFORMNIA]




OVERVIEW OF 2025 CENTRAL VALLEY SPORT FISHERY FOR S
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CHINOOK SALMON*

Effort: 221,614 angler hours

Trips: 46,656 angling trips

Total catch: 7,204 salmon

Harvest: 5,270 salmon

Est. pounds landed: 102,832 Ibs.

Released: 1,934 salmon

Pct. retention: 73%

Average size (FL): 741 mm/29in.

Average weight: 6.5Kg /14 lbs

Catch rate: 3.2 salmon per 100 angler hours

* Based on fishery statistics for the American, Feather, and Mokelumne rivers,
July — Oct. 2025.

CALIFORNIA]

RAW STATISTICS \,.

Contacted 2,253 fishing parties
445 salmon reported kept
358 salmon observed
~ 6.8 % of the estimated harvest

79 Adipose fin-clipped, 22% of observed
salmon

77 heads (97%) taken for CWT recovery
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CODED WIRE TAG RECOVERIES

77 CWTs (100%) successfully recovered and read

Percent Count

54% 42 Feather River Hatchery fall run

1% 1 Coleman National Fish Hatchery fall run

12% 9 Feather River Hatchery spring run

16% 12 Mokelumne River Hatchery fall run

0% 0 Coleman National Fish Hatchery late-fall run

14% 11 Nimbus Hatchery fall run

0% 0 Livingston Stone National Fish Hatchery winter run
3% 2 San Joaquin River Conservation Hatchery spring run
0% 0 Merced River Fish Facility fall run

CALIFORNIA|

SACRAMENTO RIVER FALL-RUN S
”“

CHINOOK SALMON (SRFC) HARVEST

Defined as any harvest of Chinook Salmon in the American and
Feather rivers

Daily bag limit of 1 Chinook Salmon and 1 in possession

Excludes
Harvest in the Mokelumne River
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SRFC INLAND HARVEST

SRFC comprised 93% of all Chinook Salmon harvest in the
Central Valley in 2025

CALIFORNIA|

FINAL SRFC HARVEST ESTIMATE

3,294 Adult
1,590 Grilse
4,884 Total SRFC

*33% of the harvest were grilse




SRFC HARVEST TREND

GRILSE + ADULTS
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METRICS BY MANAGEMENT ZONE

American Feather Sacramento
Effort (hours) 43,568 158,137 0
Est. SRFC Harvest 1,144 3,740 0
% SRFC Harvest! 23.4 76.6 0
Ave. FL (mm) 703.8 752.7 -
Ave. Wt. (Kg) 5.5 6.9 =
% Grilse”™ 54% 26% -

* Sacramento River Fall-run Chinook fishery, excludes Mokelumne River harvest

2 Based on hatchery specific grilse cut offs

" Preliminary




2025 MOKELUMNE RIVER FALL-RUN

CHINOOK SALMON SEASON

Season and Survey Boundaries®
Lower Sacramento Road Bridge to Highway 12, including tributaries*
(104 days)
¢ July 16 — October 31
* Elliot Road to WID Dam (88 days)
* July 16 — October 15
No CVAS surveys here

* Camanche Dam to Elliot Road* (27 days)
* July 16 — September 15

Daily bag limit of 1 Chinook Salmon, possession of 1 salmon

MOKELUMNE RIVER FISHERY CALFORNA

WILDUIFE

SAN JOAQUIN FALL-RUN CHINOOK SALMON (SJRFC) \”
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e Effort: 19,908 angler hours
e Catch rate: 1.9 salmon per 100 angler hours
* Harvest: 386 salmon

e Ave. Fl (mm): 725.6 +117.1 mm
e Ave. wt (kg): 5.8+2.9kg 14




MOK HARVEST TREND

GRILSE + ADULT
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Central Valley Scale and Otolith Central Valley Angler Survey staff
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CVAS STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

Kristie Braken-Guelke
Field Lead - West Sacramento

Kristie.Braken-Guelke @Wildlife.Ca.Gov

James Lyons
Field Lead - Red Bluff/Chico
James.Llyons@Wildlife.Ca.Gov

Erin Ferguson
Supervisor
Erin.Ferguson@Wildlife.Ca.Gov

CALIFORNIA|

QUESTIONS?

Fisheries@wildlife.ca.gov




2025 Klamath Basin Chinook Spawning Escapement , Harvest, and Age
Composition

T r
California Department of Fish and Wildlife .

Klamath-Trinity Rivers Program

Klamath Basin Chinook Salmon
Spawning Escapement, Harvest and

Age Composition, 2025 Season

e

B <

CALIFORNIA

Salmon Information Meeting

February 25, 2026

Dan Troxel — Environmental Scientist
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Klamath-Trinity Fall-Run Chinook Escapement Surveys

CALIFORNIA

WILDLIFE

Shasta to Iron Gate Dam Site
\Shasule

\ Wingate Bar to Ash Creek
Scott River

Big Bar to Persido Bar

/Salmon River

Mainstemn Below Willow Creek Weir

Willow Creek
Mainstem Above Willow Creek Weir
Trinity River Hatchery (TRH)

Wood River— "~ Williamson River

Sprague River

Keno to Link River Dam

Legend

® Towns/Dam Sites
% Hatcheries
Klamath Mainstem Survey Reaches
s Iron Gate to CAJOR line
s Keno to Link River Dam
w— OR/CA to Keno
w— Shasta to Iron Gate Dam Site
we \Wingate Bar to Ash Creek
s Big Bar to Persido Bar
=== Unsurveyed Mainstem
Trinity Mainstem Survey Reaches
s Mainstem Above Willow Creek Weir
s Mainstem Below Willow Creek Weir
Upper Klamath Tribes

Upper Klamath Lake

Upper Kiamath Lake Tributaries
Klamath Tributaries
—— Upper Kiamath Tributaries

Klamath High Productivity Tributaries (Agency)

Middle Klamath Tributaries (Agency)
= Blue Creek (Yurok)
Trinity Tributaries
— Agency Surveys

~— Hoopa Surveys

Mid Klamath
Watershed Council

and landowners
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120,000
Klamath Basin Fall Chinook In-River Harvest (Total)

100,000 Total Harvest
’ Tribal = 6,094
Sport = 57

Total = 6,094

80,000 (grilse and adults)

Quota Harvest
Tribal = 3,612
Sport =22
Total = 3,634

{adult only)
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2025 Adult KRFC guotas: Tribal Harvest = 1,385. In-river Recreational = 978 (quota passed onto escapement; salmon closure).

200,000
Klamath Basin Fall Chinook Natural Spawners
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m Adult naturals
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pement & Harvest

atchery Spawners
Fall Creek Hatchery
Trinity River Hatchery
subtotal

tural Spawners
Klamath Basin subtotal
Trinity Basin subtotal
subtotal

creational Harvest
Klamath River harvest
Trinity River harvest
subtotal

ribal Harvest
Klamath River harvest
Trinity River harvest
subtotal

Mortality
math River Ich disease testing

172 8977 91
1,422 6,063 473

1,594 7,040 564

3,269 16,132 8773
11,235 12,058 2,607

14,504 28,190 11,380

0

1]
35 22
35 22

82 426 851
2,343 1630 649

2,425 2,056 1,500

18,601 37,470 13,572

26.6% 53.5% 19.4%




Follow up questions?

Dan Troxel — Klamath River Project (Arcata, CA)

Email: dan.troxel@wildlife.ca.gov

Phone: 707-492-0611

OR

Morgan Knechtle — Klamath/Trinity Supervisor (Yreka, CA)
Email: morgan.knechtle@wildlife.ca.gov

Phone: (530) 598-1743
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Review of 2025 Ocean Salmon Sport Fisheries

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Ocean Salmon Project

2025
CALIFORNIA
e OCEAN
CALIIFORNIA; SALMON
\ FISHERIES

February 25, 2026

PRESENTED BY:

Chester Lindley

Senior Environmental Scientist
(Supervisor)

Ocean Salmon Project Objectives

1. Estimate ocean salmon catch & fishing effort in CA for
each management area by half-month periods for
both recreational and commercial fisheries

2. Determine the conftribution rates of specific salmon
stocks by fishery, time, and management area using
coded-wire tag recoveries




Recreaﬁohal
Salmon Fishery
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2025 Adopted California Recreational
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Harvest guideline: 7,000 Chinook prior to Sept. 1 \ =
Harvest guideline: 7,500 Chinook after Sept. 1 !__
Minimum size: 20" all management areas
Bag limit: 2 fish per day




Inseason Management

¢ First fime using inseason management in 4o
Cdalifornia recreational salmon fisheries dlamath

¢ Seasons designed to meet management '
objectives while providing some .
opportunity for anglers to harvest salmon . P

¢ Harvest Guidelines Fort Bragg 4 .

— Prior to Sept. 1: 7,000 salmon
— After Sept. 1: 7,500 salmon
* Realized Recreational Season
— Statewide: June 7-8
— Point Reyes to Point Sur: Sept. 4-7

Fidgean Pairt

Fldgeo_n Paint 4 Point Reyes fo

Paind Sur

s b

Sample Design — Private Skiff Fishery

* CRFS samples = 20% of all skiff days in each
management area and period
. 5 . Klamat
+ 18 primary salmon skiff sample sites !
+ Random stratified sampling design P s
using weekday and weekend/holiday strata )
« For 2025, sampling was done at every site for @
June 7-8 and, for Sepft. 4-7, every site within the
open darea was sampled one weekend day and
oneweekday
« All the skiff trips made at a sample site for an

entire day were sampled @
+ 49 sampling assignments were sampled during 2% _Fr?f%‘m_o_ =2 ) ‘«r i
the 2025 ocean salmon season e iy =
s -~
» Samplers observe, identify fo species, and 0 e
count all salmon landed 5% Monterey :,,m

» Each salmon inspected for missing adipose fin

» Adipose fin-clipped salmon are set aside, and
the heads are collected for coded-wire tag
extraction




Sample Design — CPFV Fishery

‘mi:ttJ
Sample = 20% of all salmon-targeting CPFV 1rips in Klamatigy
each management area and period e
* 2025 sampling percentages: 85% in June and 54% in f
September o .
« 17 primary salmon CPFV sample sites
» 142 CPFVs participated in the 2025 ocean salmon Fort Bragggy-reus
fishery )
« 354 salmon-targeting CPFV trips were sampled
during the 2025 ocean salmon season @
__San__ A gdag
Francisco -

Samplers observe, identfify to species, and count
all salmon landed

Pidgeon Paint

Each salmon inspected for missing adipose fin
Adipose fin-clipped salmon are set aside, and the

heads are collected for coded-wire tag

extraction
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Poind Sur
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Sampling Effort and Public Reception

¢ Over 90 CDFW and Pacific States Marine
Fisheries Commission staff collected data
from nearly 45 locations across various
launch ramps, docks, and marinas
between Crescent City and Avila Beach

* Many anglers expressed excitement for
the opportunity to fish for salmon again

e Samplers were well received by anglers
and saw great cooperation from the
fishing community

o
o




Recreational Catch and Effort, 2016-2025
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2025 Fall Recreational Catch and Effort
by Management Area
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Days Open - - 4 4 TOTAL GUIDELINE
Total Chinook - - 11,478 958 12,436 7.500
Angler Days - - 10,399 2,361 12,760
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2025 Age-4 Klamath River Fall Chinook
Ocean Harvest

Area Recreational Commercial
Northern Oregon 0 436
Coos Bay 0 0

KMZ - Oregon 0 0

KMZ - California 0 -

Fort Bragg 0 -

San Francisco 0 -
Monterey 0 -

Total 0 436

» Total Harvest of Age-4 Klamath River Fall
Chinook in 2025 was 436 which equates to a 2%
harvest rate

» All harvest occurred prior o September 1




2025 Fall Ocean Fisheries Harvest of
Sacramento River Fall Chinook

Area Recreational Commercial
Northern Oregon 49 0
Coos Bay 83 117
KMZ - Oregon - -

KMZ - California - -

Fort Bragg - -

San Francisco 7,538 -
Monterey 611 -

Total 8,398 117

These fall fishery harvest numbers will be deducted
before 2024 fishery planning begins

Hatchery Contribution




Hatchery Contribution to
2025 CA Ocean Fisheries
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=9% Other Stocks:
CV Late-Fall (2.3%), CV Spring (1.7%),
Klamath River Fall (0%),
Sacramento Winter (4.6%), Other (0%)




Hatchery Contribution to
2025 CA Ocean Fisheries
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