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Attendees:  Scott Gardner (CDFW), Dan Applebee (CDFW), Ryan Bourbour (CDFW), Melissa Burns (USFWS), Cat Darst (USFWS), Pete Figura(CDFW), Rebecca Fris (CCC), Colleen Grant (USFWS), Krista Hoffman (CDFW), Adam Johnson (USFWS), Christina Lund (BLM), Kevi Mace (CDFA), Rachel Pausch (CCC), Hayley Pechner (WCB), Luz Quinnell (CalTrans), Hillary Sardiñas (CDFW), Michelle Selmon (CDFW), Dena Spatz (State Parks), Darrin Thome (USGS), Jill Townzen (DPR)\
Announcements 
Monarch Numbers from Xerces Count
· Second lowest on record. Around 7000
· Cause may be the high temperatures during the fall migrations 
Presentation on the Federal Proposed Rule for Monarchs 
Cat Darst presented on the proposed rule published Dec 12, 2024- threatened with 4(D) rules .Noted there is one year between proposal and final rule (after which they would be full legal protection). USFWS will re-evaluate rule in light of any public comment/new information
· SSA found Monarchs have high probability of extinction in 60 
· 4(D) rules 
· Critical Habitat Designation 
Questions
Federally approved plan in critical habitat: do they need to follow template or can it have different sections? No, does not need to follow template. 
How do 4(D) rules around pesticide use, how do those apply and to what groups? The exceptions in a 4(D) rule do not apply to Section 7. If the pesticide application is by a private person, then a Section 10 permit would not be required.
Is it correct that you cannot list subspecies? Listable entities – species, subspecies, and distinct populations however, for invertebrates, USFWS can’t list distinct populations.
Could a 4(D) rule apply only to western population? No, must apply to full population. Prohibitions to section 9 only apply where monarchs are native, so does not apply to Hawaii.
Concerned about the 250 number in the Western Population. Best way to handle is to have state rules.
Assumed primary impacts is pesticides, but routine agricultural activities are exempted as are vegetation activities. This seems to exempt those uses. How does that square? It is specifically exemption for activities that are NOT insecticide use. 
If you are going to change rules, will there be a new comment period? If logical outgrowth, then you don’t have to repropose. If don’t meet that standard, it starts the clock over again when reproposed.
Resources:
Monarch 4(D) rule Q& A
Press Release
Proposed critical habitat layers

Wildfires and OW sites  
· Site at Topanga Canyon site was not completely destroyed. Conditions have prevented counts. High winds may have prevented them from reaching other site 
· Some sites may have historically supported over 1000 monarchs.  Some sites we only recently discovered like Elkhorn Slough.
· We know monarchs move between OW sites – so focus on network. Focus on big sites may not account for the metapopulation dynamics that may exist
· There are a lot of impacts to smaller sites 
· Dan: Alternative approach – coastal zone and define habitat condition- should be recognition that important stands may shift over time
· Melissa: big reactions after fire, reactive cutting. Be thoughtful and be ready to engage – potential for conflict or opportunities 
· Rachel and Hillary meeting to put together a fact sheet on removing eucalyptus in coastal zone 

Potential Press Release?
Are we interested in putting out press releases or information from our agencies talking about what they are doing considering the low numbers and proposed listing?
Decision: Encourage folks to reach out to their individual communication staff

USFWS San Joaquin Valley Monarch Strategy 
Melissa Burns gave a presentation on the San Joquin Valley Monarch Strategy. Hoping to use this as a model to export to other geographies.
· If you want to get involved – Reach out to Melissa or Adam and they can connect you with the working groups and get you caught up 
· Adam_Johnson@fws.gov
· Melissa_Burns@fws.gov
Collaborative objectives 
· Habitat definitions 
· Upcoming opportunities that we could synergize with to ensure shared definitions: 
· WAFWA
· Xerces Monarch Breeding Science Meeting 
· Project Tracking
· On hold until progress on other objectives 
· Sensitivity Model 
· Jay and Melissa working on developing approach
· Need to discuss in details before moving forward 
· Will involve applying for funding 
· Report
· Proposed timeline
· Next TAC meeting we will have graphic designer from USGS on conceptual models 
· Hillary/Melissa/Julea will have example chapter on collaboration complete, Julea/Melissa will have template ready
· Rough draft by April 
· Draft to MOG July 22
· Publish by end of year
· Proposed template
· Agency roles 
· Each agency TAC member will sign up to write a section 
· Lead or support 
· Authorship vs participation
· Adam: Timeline sounds ambitious in a good way. Thumbs up. Decision making or policy then it will be more challenging for the Federal Agencies 
· Action Item: Please reach out to your agency TAC member to encourage sign up on report section.



