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Petitions

Decadal Management Review Petition in 2023.  In consideration today.  Maybe Fall 2027

Recreational Airlift tool in 2024. Denied.

Recreational urchin culling in 10 coastal counties in 2024. Denied.

To the California Fish and Game Commission.

First submitted in 2017 by Bruce Watkins and Keith 
Rootsaert. Denied for Monterey.  Only North Coast.

Revised and re-submitted in 2019. Denied.

2020 Urchin culling at Tanker’s Reef became legal on 
April 1, 2021 for 3 years.  Canceled 2024.

Expansion proposed November 2021.  Denied.

Kelp Restoration Management Permit, 2022.  Denied.

Scientific Collection Permit, 2022.  Denied.
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Kelp survived to 

adulthood

CSUMB drone survey
4-7-21
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Kelp spores spread 

Southeast

CSUMB drone survey
9-7-22
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2024 
Plan

8 acres

11 acres
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2.3 acres

April

2024

Sunset
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Landing

Ranching

Harvest Area
92 acres

Kelp
Sales

New Regenerative Fishery
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Urchin Removal Workrates

Hand 375/hour

Culling 662/hour

Air lift 18,500/hour

300 lbs
basket

Nozzle

Urchins
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Urchin Culinary Products

Chilled in the shell

Urchin Tostada
Uni Scallop Toast
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Policy Changes

OPC 2026-2030

Strategic Action Plan

❑ KRMP by 2027

❑ Restore 2,000 acres of 

Kelp by 2030
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Policy Changes

Kelp Restoration 

Management Plan –

❑ Restoration permitting 

framework

❑ Implementation 

slipped to 2028
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Policy Changes

MPA Statewide 

Leadership Team

Work Plan 2025-2030

❑ Case-by case 

determinations for 

restoration in MPAs
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Policy Changes

OPC - Artificial Reef 

Program Plan, 2024

❑ $550,000 SeaGrant

plan development
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Policy Changes

OPC – 30x30 – By 2030, 30% of coastal water areas that are durably 

protected and managed to sustain functional ecosystems, both intact 

and restored, and the diversity of life that they support.

❑ Conservation inventory is 21.9% of California Coast

❑ Kelp restoration sites need protection

❑ Proposed SMR adds .0058% to inventory; permanent experiment.
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Policy Changes

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary – Iconic Kelp Action Plan, 2024

❑ Recommendations from communities and researchers

❑ Address the regional loss and long-term health of kelp forest 

ecosystems in the Sanctuary through education, coordination with 

partners, research, restoration, and community engagement

❑ Advance kelp restoration beyond the “pilot” scale
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Changing Ocean Conditions

❑ Kelp at 4% of baseline in Monterey Bay

❑ Kelp at 6.3% of baseline in Carmel Bay

❑ Kelp transitioning from perennial giant 

kelp to annual bull kelp species

❑ Southern sea otter population decline

❑ Marine Heat Waves are more often and more intense

❑ Too hot since September 2025

❑ Agricultural nitrate pollution without kelp uptake
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Where, When and How?

A guide to kelp restoration in California 

using spatio-temporal models of kelp 

dynamics.

Ed Ricketts SMCA

Pacific Grove
Marine Gardens SMCA

Carmel Bay SMCA

Point Lobos SMR

Sukilta SMR
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Ed Ricketts SMCA

Pacific Grove
Marine Gardens SMCA

Carmel Bay SMCA

Point Lobos SMR

Sukilta SMR

2023-23MPA:

Kelp Restoration in 

Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs total 545,000 acres)

Ed Ricketts SMCA, 146 acres

PG Gardens SMCA, 628 acres 

Carmel Bay SMCA, 1,408 acres

Point Lobos SMR, 34 acres 

Sukilta SMR, 193 acres

Total 2,410 acres, 0.44% of MPAs
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Kelp Restoration Proposal 2023-23MPA

❑ Culling urchins

❑ Baiting and trapping urchins *

❑ Commercial harvest of purple urchins for 

urchin ranching

❑ Managing acid weed *

❑ Removing invasive species *

❑ Kelp planting and transplanting

❑ Kelp canopy management by pruning

❑ Prohibit fishing in restoration MPAs

* CDFW did not evaluate



Giant Giant Kelp Restoration Project: Petition 2023-23MPA_AM2 G2KR.com

Kelp Restoration Proposal 2023-23MPA

❑ Artificial Reefs

❑ Buoys for wayfinding

❑ Adopt a Reef – exclusive 

long-term stakeholder

Fish Reef Project
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Kelp Restoration Proposal 2023-23MPA

❑ New Kelp Restoration 

portal with new 

permitting decision tree

❑ Ten-year permits

❑ Similar portal for Tribes 

and Tribal Community 

permits.

Kelp Restoration

KR

KRMP Application
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2025 Amendment to 2023-23MPA_AM1

Objections

❑ Monterey Abalone Company:  Can’t harvest in SMRs

❑ Recreational fishers:  Never get SMRs back

Amendment AM1

❑ Leave 3 MPAs as SMCAs

❑ Align KRMPermit with KRMPlan

❑ Prohibit fishing when KRMP is active

Ed Ricketts 
SMCA

Pacific Grove
Marine Gardens SMCA

Carmel Bay SMCA
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2026 Amendment to 2023-23MPA_AM2

Objections

❑ Monterey Abalone Company: Can’t harvest in SMRs

❑ Recreational fishers:  Intermittent is too confusing

Proposed Amendment AM2

❑ Ed Rickett’s SMR

❑ Pacific Grove Gardens SMR

❑ Carmel Bay SMR

❑ Allow pruning giant kelp in SMRs (632,A)

Ed Ricketts 
SMR

Pacific Grove
Marine Gardens SMR

Carmel Bay 
SMR

Point Lobos 
SMR

Sukilta
SMR
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Pathways to kelp restoration

Fishing Pathways outside MPAs

❑ Commercial take with airlift

❑ Recreational take 35 urchins

Restoration Pathways in MPAs

❑ Petition 2023-23_AM2: Regulation change to allow 

restoration activities in MPAs

❑ KRMP:  Implement in 2028; silent on MPAs

❑ RMP:  Under development; never used in the ocean

❑ LOA Letter of Authorization;  never offered to us

Monterey

Morro Bay
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Thank you!

g2kr.com
Keith@g2kr.com

Photo by Dan Schwartz

mailto:Keith@g2kr.com
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