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Point Dume State Marine Conservation Area



Images of Point Dume SMCA,  light blue pixel area showing 
persistent kelp beds (Arafeh-Dalmau), ‘medium priority’ kelp action 
orange dots to west of SMCA (Ospina-Giraldo)





Yellow area shows proposed expansion area at 
Point Dume by 4.6 Square Miles in original petition 



Current SMCA next to proposed amended SMCA at Point Dume
Propose: Expand SMCA to include persistent kelp forest
Amend: Allow recreational fishing from shore at the Point Dume 
SMCA



Proposal: Expand Cabrillo Marine Reserve at Point Loma



Original and amended proposal to 
expand the MPA at Cabrillo

Persistent kelp forest in blue 
(Arafeh-Dalmau) 
Orange dots represent medium 
priority sites (Ospina-Giraldo)



Benefits to spiny lobster fishery from spillover from  MPAs in Southern 
California, lobster are urchin predators 

Southern 
California: 
35% reduction 
in fishing area 
= 225% 
increase in 
total lobster 
catch after 
just 6 years





Engaging stakeholders and building support across the region
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