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Point Buchon- a special place on the central coast



New research confirms: California Marine reserves provide the best outcomes for fish
These reserves are like bank accounts, building up stronger ecosystems within their borders
that will help ocean life outside of it




MPA compliance & enforcement is essential to achieve
conservation
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Two most important compliance-related questions for MPAs:
where are they, and what do they allow?



Proposal- upgrade Point Buchon State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA) to a no-take State
Marine Reserve (SMR) to streamline and enhance enforcement and compliance and increase
protection in the face of future stressors




Point Buchon SMCA: Compliance problems

® The Decadal Management Review revealed Point Buchon SMCA had
the third highest number of violations for MPAs in Central Coast
region over its study period.

® In 2022, it was listed among the top 10 MPAs with the highest MPA

violations across the entire state (FGC Committee Staff Summary for
July 20, 2023 MRC meeting)

® Community concerns voiced during the San Luis Obispo County MPA
Community Compliance Forum



San Luis Obispo County MPA Community Compliance Forum Report, November 2020




Over 80% of Californians support expanding marine protected areas. Support is even higher in coastal
California.




Growing Support:

40+ non profit organizations
30K+ Californians

Central coast small businesses
40+ marine scientists from
institutions include:
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