
Petition 33: Conserve 
healthy kelp forest 
habitat
Expand Channel Islands MPA at Gull Island, South Point MPA 
to encompass healthy kelp forest

April 2026



New research: California has had thick healthy vibrant kelp forest 
up and down the coast for 32 million years





85% of kelp forest habitat lost in 
last ten years



Success story - The Channel 
Islands Kelp Forests in MPAs
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1eVFnWcdG2n8wySHAtTKXWiVmA-tsvz_J/view


South Point- vibrant stable kelp forest to the west of the reserve. 
Expand by 26.3 Sq Mi. from 13 Sq mi. 

94110



Expand by 1.8 Sq Mile to encompass the healthy stable persistent kelp 
forest west of the reserve.



Over 80% of Californians support expanding marine protected areas. Support is even higher in coastal 
California.  



Growing Support: 
40+ non profit organizations 
30K+ Californians 
Small businesses 
50+ marine scientists from 
institutions include:  
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