Item No. 20B
Staff Summary for August 12-13, 2026

20B. Department Wildlife and Fisheries Division, and Department Ecosystem
Conservation Division

Today’s Item Information X Action [

Receive updates from Department divisions on items of note since the previous Commission
meeting.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A)

Background

A Department news release (Exhibit 1) highlights a new detection of the highly invasive and
harmful golden mussel in and around the Port of West Sacramento in Yolo County; this is the
northernmost detection of golden mussel since the species was discovered in the Port of
Stockton in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta in 2024. The Department is asking the
public to help prevent golden mussels from spreading to waters not connected to the delta and
provides information about specific precautions to take with anything that has touched the water
when boating or recreating.

Exhibit 2 is a Department news release that describes four projects awarded funds through the
Wolf-Livestock Compensation Program. The projects will collaborate with the Department as it
works to reduce wolf-livestock conflicts, support California’s livestock producers, and manage
the recovery of wolves in California.

Significant Public Comments (N/A)
Recommendation (N/A)

Exhibits

1. Department news release: “CDFW Confirms Northernmost Detection of Golden
Mussel in Port of West Sacramento,” dated June 27, 2026

2. Department news release: “CDFW and Partners Collaborate to Reduce Wolf Livestock
and Benefit Ranchers,” dated July 1, 2026

Motion (N/A)

Author. David Thesell 1



xtv-’

! (T
CD FW N EWS

CDFW Confirms Northernmost Detection of Golden Mussel in Port of West

June 27, 2026

Sacramento

Recreation on Delta and Sacramento Waterways Comes with Responsibility to
Stop Invasive Mussels’ Spread


https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/cdfw-confirms-northernmost-detection-of-golden-mussel-in-port-of-west-sacramento
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/cdfw-confirms-northernmost-detection-of-golden-mussel-in-port-of-west-sacramento

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is notifying the public
and officials with the city of West Sacramento and Yolo and Sacramento counties that
invasive golden mussels have been found in and around the Port of West Sacramento.

This is the northernmost detection of golden mussel since the species was discovered
in the Port of Stockton in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta in 2024.

CDFW staff monitoring for golden mussel presence collected one mussel between the
Jefferson Boulevard overpass and the west lock, and a second near the intersection of
Boathouse Road and Stone Boulevard. The mussels were sent to CDFW'’s genetics lab
that confirmed on June 25 the specimens were golden mussel. Additional surveys
around the docks in Washington Lake found additional mussels.

It is believed the golden mussels found in the Port of West Sacramento are from a
source population within the vicinity. Golden mussels are harmful to aquatic
ecosystems, water conveyance systems and water infrastructure.

Anyone boating or recreating on waterways around the Sacramento area, and
throughout the Delta, should take precautions to stop the spread of golden

mussel further upstream and overland on watercraft and equipment used in mussel-
infested waters. Golden mussels attach to almost any underwater surface, including but
not limited to boats, ropes, buoys and aquatic plants that entangle on anchors

and trailers.

Clean, Drain, Dry — inspect your watercraft, kayak, life vests, paddles and anything that
touched the water every time it is removed from a water body. Remove all debris,
animals, and plants, and dispose of them in the trash. Drain all

water from ballasts, bilges and live wells. Lastly,

allow everything to dry until moisture is no longer present.

Through the continued efforts by boaters and others recreating on California’s waters,
golden mussel can be prevented from spreading to waters not connected to the Delta.

Help CDFW monitor the state’s waters for golden mussel by reporting organisms
suspected to be golden mussel to CDFW’s Invasive Species Program. Include the
specific location of the observation, at least one clear close-up photograph of the
organism and your contact information.

Submit reports via one of the following options:

e Online at Report Golden Mussel

o Via email toinvasives@wildlife.ca.gov
o Via telephone to (866) 440-9530
Hit#



https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Report?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Golden-Mussel-Survey-Report
mailto:invasives@wildlife.ca.gov

Media Contact:
Krysten Kellum, CDFW Communications, (916) 825-7120
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CDFW and Partners Collaborate to Reduce Wolf-Livestock Conflict and
Benefit Ranchers

Utilizing $2 million provided by the California Legislature for its Wolf-Livestock Compensation
Program, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has awarded funds to four
organizations to support efforts to reduce wolf-livestock conflict. With gray wolves naturally
returning to California over the last 15 years, ranchers in several regions are encountering new


https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/cdfw-and-partners-collaborate-to-reduce-wolf-livestock-conflict-and-benefit-ranchers
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/cdfw-and-partners-collaborate-to-reduce-wolf-livestock-conflict-and-benefit-ranchers

challenges and these funds help strengthen the on-the-ground efforts to protect livestock while
supporting the recovery of the species.

** The California Bountiful Foundation — supported by the California Farm Bureau — will
collaborate closely with CDFW to reimburse livestock producers who suffer confirmed or
probable wolf attacks on livestock. The foundation will also provide additional support, such as
education, outreach, and equipment, to livestock producers in counties affected by wolves.

** The Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District will support livestock producers utilizing
approved hazing techniques on gray wolves. Efforts will include providing outreach, training,
and equipment that will help producers detect wolf presence. It will also study the use of
electronic cattle ear tags that can potentially alert livestock producers to wolf conflict by
sensing and reporting abnormal cattle movement or behaviors.

** The Honey Lake Valley Resource Conservation District will deliver educational and technical
assistance programs to help eligible livestock producers implement hazing and deterrence
strategies. It may also provide producers with approved hazing equipment.

** Working Circle will provide outreach to livestock producers geared toward reducing cattle
vulnerability to wolf depredation through herd management and stockmanship. Working Circle
will conduct workshops and work directly with interested producers to assess and reduce
depredation risks on specific properties.

“CDFW deeply values its partners and looks forward to continued collaboration with these
organizations to help reduce wolf-livestock conflicts, support California’s livestock producers
and manage the recovery of wolves in California,” said CDFW Director Meghan Hertel. “We
have heard clearly from ranchers how hard the return of wolves has been on their livelihoods —
not just financially, but in the day-to-day mental and physical toll of managing this animal.
These programs are meant to offer support and more tools to the people most affected by the
return of gray wolves to the state.”

As the gray wolf population continues to recover in California, CDFW will continue to work with
partners to reduce the impacts of wolf presence on livestock. Reimbursement for livestock
depredations and the use of non-lethal deterrent tools and hazing are important parts of this
work.

Tools such as fladry, radio-activated guard devices and Foxlights have been used to deter
wolves in California. Increased human presence, including range-riding, and the use of aerial
drones and other less-than-lethal hazing have also helped deter wolves from livestock.

For more information about gray wolves and the Wolf-Livestock Compensation Program,
please see CDFW's gray wolf web page.
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Media Contact:
Alicia de la Garza, CDFW Communications, (916) 754-7237



https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Gray-Wolf
mailto:Alicia.Delagarza@wildlife.ca.gov
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