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16. Restricted Species Permit Application (consent)

Today’s Item Information ☐ Action ☒ 

Review and consider a restricted species permit application from Stanford University to 
possess transgenic tunicates (Botryllus schlosseri and Ciona robusta), transgenic painted 
urchins (Lytechinus pictus), and transgenic bat stars (Patiria miniata) and the Department’s 
recommendation. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  
Action Date 

• Receive notice of application August 12-13, 2026 

• Today, consider action on permit issuance October 13-16, 2026 

Background 

Pursuant to Section 671.1, subsection (a)(8)(H), when the Department approves a restricted 
species permit for transgenic aquatic animals, the Commission must review the Department’s 
determination at a regularly scheduled public meeting. The Commission may deny issuance of 
a permit if it finds the applicant cannot meet regulatory requirements for importation, 
transportation, possession, and confinement of transgenic aquatic animals. 

Consistent with these requirements, at its August 2026 meeting the Commission received the 
Department’s memo and recommendation (Exhibit 1) for a permit amendment request from 
Stanford University (Exhibit 2) seeking to add additional transgenic aquatic species to its 
restricted species permit. The proposed additional species include two transgenic tunicates 
(Botryllus schlosseri and Ciona robusta), transgenic painted urchins (Lytechinus pictus), and 
transgenic bat stars (Patiria miniata). The organisms will be used for biological research at 
Stanford University’s Hopkins Marine Station.  

In its transmittal letter, the Department affirms that the containment and security measures 
outlined in the application meet the requirements specified in Section 671. Staff has reviewed 
the application and agrees with this assessment.   

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation  

Commission staff: Allow issuance of the permit by the Department under a motion to adopt 
the consent calendar. 

Department: Allow issuance of a restricted species permit amendment to Stanford University 
to possess transgenic tunicates (Botryllus schlosseri and Ciona robusta), transgenic painted 
urchins (Lytechinus pictus), and transgenic bat stars (Patiria miniata) for biomedical research.  

Exhibits 

1. Department memo, received July 31, 2026 

2. Stanford University application, received July 31, 2026 
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Motion  

Moved by ___________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission adopts the 
recommendations for items 16 and 17 on the consent calendar.  



 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

MEMORANDUM  

Date:  July 30, 2026 

 

To: Melissa Miller-Henson 

 Executive Director 

 California Fish and Game Commission 

 

From: Megan Hertel, Director 

 

Subject:   Agenda Item for the October Meeting: Approval of Restricted Species 

Permit Application to Possess Transgenic Species 

 

Stanford University (Stanford) currently has a Restricted Species Permit for 

30 species, including seven transgenic aquatic species, and has applied 

for an amendment to their Restricted Species Permit to possess two 

species of transgenic tunicates (Botryllus schlosseri and Ciona robusta), 

transgenic painted urchins (Lytechinus pictus), and transgenic bat stars 

(Patiria miniata). In accordance with California Code of Regulations 

(CCR), Title 14, Section 671.1(a)(8)(H), all approved applications to possess 

a transgenic aquatic animal shall be reviewed by the California Fish and 

Game Commission (Commission) at a regularly scheduled meeting. The 

Commission may deny the issuance of a permit if it determines that the 

applicant is unable to meet the regulatory requirements for the 

importation, transportation, possession, and confinement of transgenic 

aquatic animals. 

 

The transgenic tunicates, urchins, and bat stars will be used for biological 

research at Stanford University’s Hopkins Marine Station. Stanford has 

outlined measures in their application materials that fulfill the containment 

and security requirements specified in CCR, Title 14, Section 671.1(a)(8). 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) Marine Region 

staff have coordinated with the Shellfish Health Lab in reviewing the 

permit. The Department recommends issuing Stanford a Restricted 

Species Permit amendment to possess transgenic tunicates, painted 

urchins, and bat stars. 

 

If you have any questions or need additional information on this matter, 

please contact Dr. Craig Shuman, Marine Regional Manager at 

R7RegionalMgr@wildlife.ca.gov.  

 

Attachment: Restricted Species Permit Amendment Application 

 

Signed original on file;
received July 31, 2026

mailto:R7RegionalMgr@wildlife.ca.gov


Melissa Miller-Henson, Executive Director 

California Fish and Game Commission 

July 30, 2026 

Page 2 
 

ec:  Chad Dibble, Deputy Director 

 Wildlife and Fisheries Division 

 

 Craig Shuman D.Env., Regional Manager  

Marine Region  

 

Kirsten Ramey, Program Manager  

Marine Region  

 

Adam Frimodig, Senior Environmental Scientist  

Marine Region  

 

 Sara Briley, Environmental Scientist  

Marine Region 

  

 Colleen Burge, PhD, Shellfish Pathologist and Research Scientist 

Supervisor 

 Fisheries Branch 
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