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34B. Petition 2023-34MPA (Point Buchon SMCA and Farnsworth SMCAs) 

Today’s Item Information ☐ Action ☒ 

Request to change the classification of Point Buchon State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA) 
to a State Marine Reserve (SMR) and to change the current take allowance at Farnsworth 
Onshore SMCA and Farnsworth Offshore SMCA to allow only recreational spearfishing. 

Consider evaluations, recommendations, and public comments in determining whether to grant 
or deny marine protected area (MPA) Petition 2023-34MPA (Exhibit 1).  

Petitions or individual actions within the petition that are granted today will be added to the 
Commission’s rulemaking calendar for consideration in a future rulemaking. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  
Action Date 

• Received petition; referred to MRC and the Department 
for review 

December 2023;  
February 2024 

• Received Department petition evaluation April 15-16, 2026 

• Received petitioner’s presentations and discussed 
region-specific petitioned actions via regional meetings 

May 5-6, 2026; May 
19, 2026 

• Received additional evaluations and recommendations 
from the Department and California Ocean Protection 
Council (OPC) 

August 12-13, 2026 

• Today, consider granting or denying all or parts of 
Petition 2023-34MPA 

October 13-16, 2026 

Background 

Pursuant to Section 662, any person requesting that the Commission adopt, amend, or repeal 
a regulation must complete and submit a petition for regulation change (Form FGC-1). For 
background on the regular process for considering regulation change petition forms submitted 
by the public, see Agenda Item 22 (this meeting). Due to the complexity and unique nature of 
the MPA petition evaluation process, this and other MPA petitions are scheduled separately 
from the standing agenda item for regulation change petitions. 

For detailed background information and key documents related to the MPA petition process, 
see the staff summary titled Introduction to Bin 2 MPA Regulation Change Petitions and 
Evaluations (this meeting)., The summary introduction includes links to the index of MPA 
petitions and compiled public comments across time; the Department’s evaluations, 
recommendations, and companion document; OPC’s policy evaluation and recommendations 
complementing the Department’s evaluations; the supplemental equitable access and 
Commission Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Policy assessments; and the Department’s 
and OPC’s presentations. 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=247610&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=247610&inline
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Overview of Proposed Regulatory Actions 

Submitted by Environment California and Azul, this petition proposes to reclassify one SMCA 
and modify allowed uses at two other SMCAs (action number is included for reference):  

Action 1. Reclassify Point Buchon SMCA, which currently allows commercial and 
recreational take of salmon and albacore, to an SMR to prohibit all take. 

Action 2. Change the current take allowance at Farnsworth Onshore SMCA to allow only 
recreational spearfishing. 

Action 3. Change the current take allowance at Farnsworth Offshore SMCA to allow only 
recreational spearfishing. 

Overview of Non-Regulatory Requests 

This petition does not contain any non-regulatory requests. 

Petitioner’s Stated Intent 

The petitioners state that the proposed changes are motivated by low compliance with existing 
regulations in both the Point Buchon SMCA/SMR and the “extremely complicated” Farnsworth 
Onshore/Offshore SMCA, as well as by concerns that the current level of protection is 
insufficient in the face of “growing threats related to climate change, increased human use, 
new ocean uses, and infrastructure projects such as offshore wind and aquaculture.” They 
believe that reclassification and the proposed regulation changes will improve both compliance 
and the level of protection. See Exhibit 1 for more details. 

Public Input Over Time 

The Commission has received public comments on MPA petitions continuously since petitions 
were submitted in late 2023. Staff has compiled packets of comments about this petition that 
were included in committee or Commission meeting binders or supplemental handouts from 
the December 2023 through the August 2026 Commission meeting (links to packets of 
comments received are available online in the final column of the Status of MPA Petitions for 
Regulation Change Index table). Comments received after the August 2026 Commission 
meeting, but by this meeting’s comment deadline, are included with this staff summary and/or 
staff summaries for the MPA petition agenda items. 

Non-tribally led petitions (including this petition) were last discussed at the regional meetings 
held in April and May 2026. The overarching goal of the meetings was to provide an inclusive, 
well-informed forum where petitioners could present their proposals, community members 
could openly share perspectives on the proposals, and commissioners could ask questions, to 
build a foundation of understanding to help guide Commission decisions at today’s meeting.  

Petition 2023-34MPA proposes one regulatory action in San Luis Obispo County and two 
regulatory actions by Catalina Island in Los Angeles County. For regional meeting materials, 
see the Staff Summary and petitioner presentation for May 5-6, 2026 and the Staff Summary 
the petitioner presentation to the Commission on May 19, 2026.  

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=239726&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=239726&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245116&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245417&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245255&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245409&inline
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Agency Evaluations and Recommendations 

Department 

The Department’s evaluation, presented at the Commission’s April 15-16, 2026 meeting, 
recommends denying the petition, for the reasons detailed in Exhibit 2. In summary:  

• The proposed reclassification of Point Buchon SMCA as an SMR would not improve 
MPA design or function within the Network and would create unnecessary 
socioeconomic impacts.  

• Scientific review shows that additional No-take protections would not increase habitat 
representation, ecological function, or connectivity beyond what the existing 
SMR/SMCA cluster already provides.  

• Compliance concerns raised in the proposal are not supported by enforcement data, 
which indicate generally low citation levels and improving trends.  

• Maintaining recreational and commercial salmon and albacore fishing aligns with the 
original design intent of the SMCA and balances conservation with community needs. 

• The available information does not demonstrate that the proposed change to further 
restrict allowed gear types in the affected MPA would produce measurable ecological 
benefits to benthic species or the MPA network beyond current conditions. 

• Concerns raised regarding illegal fishing are primarily related to enforcement 
challenges rather than regulatory confusion and are better addressed through non-
regulatory measures.  

• Longterm MPA monitoring data do not indicate declines in key protected resources, 
such as California hydrocoral. 

• Implementing the proposed change would be inconsistent with the original intent of the 
MPAs, unlikely to advance MLPA Goals, and would unnecessarily impact recreational 
and commercial fisheries. 

Ocean Protection Council (OPC) 

OPC staff, in its science and policy recommendations presented at the August 12-13, 2026 
Commission meeting, recommends denying the petition, for the reasons detailed in Exhibit 3. 
In summary: 

• The petitioners state that their proposed actions are necessary to address issues 
regarding compliance with MPA regulations; however, neither Point Buchon SMCA nor 
Farnsworth Onshore or Farnsworth Offshore SMCAs appear to have an unusually high 
number of MPA-related citations. 

• Citation data demonstrate an overall trend of improved compliance with MPA 
regulations at Point Buchon SMCA. 
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Key Considerations 

• Ecological 

The primary objective of the Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs is to protect a 
purple hydrocoral — a key and unique biogenic habitat — from bottom contact damage. 
During the original regional stakeholder group planning process, take allowances were 
crafted to ensure only non-bottom-contact fishing activities remained. Because this is a 
highly visited SCUBA diving vessel site, anchoring poses a concern as a threat to the 
hydrocoral; collaborative MPA management partners have enhanced protection through 
permitted moorings. 

• Access and Socioeconomic 

The Farnsworth SMCA complex is especially important area for recreational and 
commercial pelagic fishing, notably for the commercial squid fleet.  Squid fishermen 
participated in the regional stakeholder group and contributed to the management 
approach for these SMCAs. 

• Petition Cross-Reference  

This petitioned action directly conflicts with another MPA petition (Petition 2023-
20MPA_AM1), which proposes to allow a tribal take exemption in Point Buchon SMCA 
for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians (Agenda Item 34A, this meeting). Take of 
any kind, including tribal take, is not allowed in an SMR. 

Today 

Today, the Commission will consider the petition, petition evaluations, recommendations, and 
public comments in determining whether to grant or deny the petition; the Commission may 
choose to grant the petition in whole or in part (that is, select specific petition actions) and may 
also grant with modifications informed by public input and discussions. 

If the petition, any individual actions, or any modified actions are granted today, they will be 
added to the Commission’s rulemaking calendar for consideration in a future rulemaking. 

Significant Public Comments 

To view comments received for this meeting that are not specific to an individual petition, such 
as comments about the process, broad support for specific goals, or the MPA network, see the 
comment summary and exhibits in Introduction to Bin 2 MPA Regulation Change Petitions and 
Evaluations. 

1. A Morro Bay City Council member, urges the Commission to reject the proposed 
MPAs at Morro Bay Harbor, Point Buchon, and Point Sal, stating that the region 
already has sufficient protected areas and that additional restrictions would harm the 
livelihoods of local fishermen and fisherwomen. (Exhibit 4) 

2. A commercial fisherman from Morro Bay urges the Commission not to approve new 
MPAs — especially near Morro Rock, which serves as an essential safe‑weather and 

low‑cost fishing refuge. They state that MPA benefits are unproven for commercial 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=247610&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=247610&inline
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fishers and emphasizes strong support for unrestricted tribal fishing rights, noting such 
rights should not be tied to MPA designations. (Exhibit 5) 

3. The Sportfishing Association of California opposes Petition 2023 34MPA, stating that 
reclassifying Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR and limiting take at the Farnsworth 
SMCAs to spearfishing only would eliminate long standing, carefully negotiated access 
that supports major recreational and passenger ‑ fishing fleets. They emphasize that 
the Department’s own analysis found no clear ecological benefit from these added 
restrictions, while the resulting loss of fishing grounds would impose significant 
socioeconomic costs, noting that the Farnsworth complex already fulfills its intended 
conservation role as a high ‑ level-of-protection, partial ‑ take MPA. (Exhibit 6)  

4. The Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association (VCCFA) opposes Petition 
2023-34MPA, stating that reclassifying Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR and restricting 
take at the Farnsworth SMCAs would eliminate long negotiated public fishing access 
to important rocky reef habitats without providing additional ecological benefit. VCCFA 
notes that the Department’s analysis found the existing partial‑take MPAs already 
meet network goals, while the proposed changes would impose significant 
socioeconomic impacts on southern California’s recreational and passenger fishing 
communities. (Exhibit 7)  

5. A commenter urges following the Department's science-based evaluations and 
opposes adding new MPA restrictions when petitioners have not demonstrated clear, 
site‑specific conservation benefits. They emphasize that additional closures would 
burden long‑standing fishing traditions and community access, and encourage the 
Commission instead to rely on targeted management tools — such as enforcement, 
education, and bag or size limits — rather than broad new area closures. (Exhibit 8)  

6. The California Wetfish Producers Association (CWPA) highlights significant impacts 
on the commercial market squid and coastal pelagic species fleet from the proposed 
change in permitted uses would eliminate squid fishing in a highly productive area and 
harmful to the fleet. SWPA states that existing regulations recognize gear compatibility 
with a high level of protection and were developed as part of the network to 
appropriately balance ecological protections with socioeconomic impacts. They state 
that any compliance issues can be addressed by non-regulatory measures and, they 
believe, most importantly, the proposed change is unnecessary to achieve the ultimate 
goal of protecting hard bottom structure, as long-term monitoring indicates no 
declines. (Exhibit 9)  

Recommendation 

Commission staff: Consider evaluations, Department and OPC recommendations, key 
considerations, and public comments in determining whether to grant in whole or in part, grant 
with modifications, or deny Petition 2023-34MPA (Exhibit 1). 

Department: Deny all petition actions, for the reasons detailed in Exhibit 2 and summarized 
under “Agency Evaluations and Recommendations.”  

Ocean Protection Council: Deny for the reasons detailed in Exhibit 3 and summarized under 
“Agency Evaluations and Recommendations.”  
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Exhibits 

1. Petition 2023-34MPA, received November 30, 2023 

2. Department evaluation companion document and petition evaluation, companion 
document updated on July 30, 2026 and petition evaluation received March 20, 2026 

3. Letter from Jenn Eckerle, Deputy Secretary for Oceans and Coastal Policy, California 
Natural Resources Agency and Executive Director, OPC, with OPC staff 
recommendations and recommendation narratives for petitions to adaptively manage 
California’s MPA network, received July 31, 2026 

4. Email from Bill Luffee, Council Member, Morro Bay City Council, received August 11, 
2026 

5. Email from Paavo Carroll, received August 12, 2026 

6. Email from Merit McCrea, Sportfishing Association of California, received September 
30, 2026 

7. Email from Dave Colker, Executive Director, Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s 
Association, received September 30, 2026 

8. Email from Joseph Carlucci, received September 29, 2026  

9. Email from Mark Fina, Executive Director, California Wetfish Producers Association, 
received September 27, 2026 

Motion 

Moved by ____________ and seconded by ____________ that the Commission grants 
Petition 2023-34MPA. 

OR 

Moved by ____________ and seconded by ____________ that the Commission grants these 
individual action(s) or modified action(s) in Petition 2023-34MPA: 
_____________________________________________________________. 

OR 

Moved by ____________ and seconded by ____________ that the Commission denies 
Petition 2023-34MPA. 
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Tracking  Number:  (2023-34MPA
)

To  request  a  change  to  regulations  under  the  authority  of  the  California  Fish  and  Game  Commission
(Commission),  you  are  required  to  submit  this  completed  form  to:  California  Fish  and  Game 
Commission,  (physical  address)  1416  Ninth  Street,  Suite  1320,  Sacramento,  CA  95814,  (mailing 
address)  P.O.  Box  944209,  Sacramento,  CA  94244-2090  or  via  email  to  FGC@fgc.ca.gov.  Note:  This 
form  is  not  intended  for  listing  petitions  for  threatened  or  endangered  species  (see  Section  670.1  of 
Title  14).

Incomplete  forms  will  not  be  accepted.  A  petition  is  incomplete  if  it  is  not  submitted  on  this  form  or
fails  to  contain  necessary  information  in  each  of  the  required  categories  listed  on  this  form  (Section  I).
A  petition  will  be  rejected  if  it  does  not  pertain  to  issues  under  the  Commission’s  authority.  A  petition 
may  be  denied  if  any  petition  requesting  a  functionally  equivalent  regulation  change  was  considered 
within  the  previous  12  months  and  no  information  or  data  is  being  submitted  beyond  what  was 
previously  submitted.  If  you  need  help  with  this  form,  please  contact  Commission  staff  at  (916)
653-4899  or  FGC@fgc.ca.gov.

SECTION  I:  Required  Information.

Please  be  succinct.  Responses  for  Section  I  should  not  exceed  five  pages

1. Person  or  organization  requesting  the  change:  Environment  California  Research  and 
Policy  Center  and  Azul
Name  of  primary  contact  person:  Laura  Deehan,  Environment  California  Research  and  Policy 
Center
Address:  3435  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Suite  385,  Los  Angeles,  CA,  90010
Telephone  number:  (415)  420-4710
Email  address:  ldeehan@environmentcalifornia.org

2. Rulemaking  Authority  (Required)  -  Reference  to  the  statutory  or  constitutional  authority  of
the  Commission  to  take  the  action  requested:  Authority  cited:  Sections  200,  205(c),  265,  399,
1590,  1591,  2860,  2861  and  6750,  Fish  and  Game  Code;  and  Sections  36725(a)  and
36725(e),  Public  Resources  Code..

3. Overview  (Required)  -  Summarize  the  proposed  changes  to  regulations:  In  order  to  advance 
the  goals  of  the  California  Marine  Life  Protection  Act  and  better  protect  our  ocean  and  coastal
resources  into  the  future,  this  joint  petition  submitted  by  Environment  California  RPC  and  Azul 
seeks  to  increase  the  level  of  protection  and  help  to  improve  enforceability  for  three  state 
MPAs.  We  request  that  the  CA  Fish  &  Game  Commission:  1)  upgrade  Point  Buchon  State 
Marine  Conservation  Area  (SMCA)  to  a  no-take  State  Marine  Reserve  (SMR)  to  streamline
and  enhance  enforcement  and  compliance  and  increase  protection  in  the  face  of  future 
stressors,  and  2)  modify  the  regulations  of  Farnsworth  Onshore  SMCA  and  Farnsworth 
Offshore  SMCA  to  allow  only  recreational  spearfishing  within  their  boundaries,  in  order  to
better  protect  this  highly  sensitive,  rare,  and  valuable  ecosystem.  There  may  be  additional
state  MPAs  in  need  of  similar  action,  and  we  encourage  the  state  to  do  its  own  analysis  to 
identify  existing  MPAs  in  need  of  enhanced  biodiversity  conservation,  streamlined
enforcement,  and  increased  ease  of  compliance.
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4. Rationale (Required) - Describe the problem and the reason for the proposed change:
According to law enforcement updates and the California Compliance Forums convened by the
MPA Collaborative Network, compliance with Point Buchon SMCA/SMR and Farnsworth
Onshore/Offshore SMCA regulations is very low. The Compliance Forums found that
compliance is particularly compromised in areas with confusing regulations, boundaries, or
jurisdictions, and these MPA clusters are prime examples. The offshore/onshore boundary
divisions of these MPA clusters, along with the extremely complicated regulations for both
Farnsworth SMCAs, make it difficult for stakeholders to understand the two most important
compliance-related questions: where is the MPA, and what does it allow?

In addition, since the California MPA network’s creation, extensive peer-reviewed research has
underscored the differences in outcomes between strongly and lightly protected marine areas.
With coastal and marine ecosystems facing growing threats related to climate change,
increased human use, new ocean uses, and infrastructure projects such as offshore wind and
aquaculture, significant improvements to the existing MPA network are warranted to better
protect our ocean and coastal resources into the future. The regulation changes proposed
herein seek to improve conservation outcomes for California SMCAs with compliance issues
and low levels of protection.

See attached Petition Narrative for full rationale and site-specific information.

Primary contact info:
Laura Deehan, Environment California Research and Policy Center, (415) 420-4710,
ldeehan@environmentcalifornia.org
Marcela Gutiérrez-Graudiņš, Azul, mar@azul.org

SECTION II: Optional Information

5. Date of Petition: 11/29/2023

6. Category of Proposed Change
☐ Sport Fishing
☐ Commercial Fishing
☐ Hunting
☐ Other, please specify: MPAs, Section 632.

7. The proposal is to: (To determine section number(s), see current year regulation booklet or
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs)
☐ Amend Title 14 Section(s):Westlaw regulations.
☐ Add New Title 14 Section(s):
☐ Repeal Title 14 Section(s):

8. If the proposal is related to a previously submitted petition that was rejected, specify
the tracking number of the previously submitted petition

9. Or ☐ Not applicable.

https://www.mpacollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/California-Statewide-Compliance-Forum-Report-Final-Reduced-1.pdf
https://www.mpacollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/San-Luis-Obispo-Compliance-Forum-Report-Final-Reduced-1.pdf
https://www.mpacollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Catalina-Compliance-Forum-Report-Final-Reduced-1.pdf
https://www.mpacollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Catalina-Compliance-Forum-Report-Final-Reduced-1.pdf
mailto:ldeehan@environmentcalifornia.org
mailto:mar@azul.org
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IB4CC1D80249B11ED98DDA91C363C43D9?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d330000018a8feec187450c78a3%3fppcid%3de7d68387795f495aae576b5c9eb328d4%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dIB4CC1D80249B11ED98DDA91C363C43D9%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=14&t_T2=632&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
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10. Effective date: If applicable, identify the desired effective date of the regulation.
If the proposed change requires immediate implementation, explain the nature of the
emergency: As soon as is practicable for the State of California.

11. Supporting documentation: Identify and attach to the petition any information supporting the
proposal including data, reports and other documents:

a. Petition Narrative
b. Appendix A - Letters of support

i. Petitioner's letter of support
ii. Letter from Assemblymember Dawn Addis
iii. Joint letter from 9 leading scientists and co-authors of The MPA Guide
iv. Joint letter from 27 scientists, researchers, and educators
v. Joint letter from 20 NGOs

vi. Letter from Environmental Action signed by 2,487 member of the public
vii. Letter signed by 214 CALPIRG students
viii. Letter from 5 California college student leaders
ix. Petition signed by over 7,000 members of the public

12. Economic or Fiscal Impacts: Identify any known impacts of the proposed regulation change
on revenues to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, individuals, businesses, jobs,
other state agencies, local agencies, schools, or housing:

The Point Buchon SMCA currently allows for the recreational and commercial take of
salmon and albacore. While it is possible there may be very minor short-term economic
impacts associated with closing the area, depending on the level of albacore fishing conducted
within the existing SMCA, they are expected to be negligible. Salmon fishing is presently
closed for all state waters, and the extremely poor status of salmon stocks no longer appear to
support specific allowances in the state’s MPA network. In addition, we argue that the
long-term benefits provided by an increased level of protection and streamlined enforceability
for this area will outweigh the short-term costs, especially in the face of climate change,
increasing ocean uses and competition, and potential impacts from offshore wind
development.

We acknowledge that the proposed regulations change to the Farnsworth SMCAs to may
have some impact on the commercial market squid fishery and recreational sportfishing.
However, the risk of damage to this highly sensitive ecological area is too high to allow even
for pelagic fishing activities, which can result in bottom disturbance and bycatch. For instance,
party boat patrons have often been observed dropping weighted lines that interact with bottom
habitat in the Onshore SMCA (pers. comms with local recreational fisher wishing to remain
anonymous). Further, these proposed regulation changes strongly align with and help to
promote the high intrinsic and recreational value of the area, improving the safety and quality
of recreation for divers, underwater photographers, and spearfishers.

13. Forms: If applicable, list any forms to be created, amended or repealed:

SECTION 3: FGC Staff Only
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Date  received:  11/30/2023

FGC  staff  action:
  ☐  Accept  -  complete

☐  Reject  -  incomplete
☐  Reject  -  outside  scope  of  FGC  authority

Tracking  Number
Date  petitioner  was  notified  of  receipt  of  petition  and  pending  action:  _______________

Meeting  date  for  FGC  consideration:  ___________________________

FGC  action:
  ☐  Denied  by  FGC

☐  Denied  -  same  as  petition  _____________________
Tracking  Number

☐  Granted  for  consideration  of  regulation  change



Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline Enforcement
for Several California State MPAs

Joint Submission by Environment California and Azul

PETITION NARRATIVE

Overview

In order to advance the goals of the California Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) and better
protect our ocean and coastal resources into the future, this petition seeks to increase the level
of protection and help to improve enforceability for three state MPAs. We request that the CA
Fish & Game Commission: 1) upgrade Point Buchon State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA)
to a no-take State Marine Reserve (SMR) to streamline and enhance enforcement and
compliance and increase protection in the face of future stressors, and 2) modify the regulations
of Farnsworth Bank Onshore SMCA and Farnsworth Bank Offshore SMCA to allow only for
recreational spearfishing to take place within their boundaries, in order to better protect this
highly sensitive, rare, and valuable ecosystem. There may be additional state MPAs in need of
similar action, and we encourage the state to do its own analysis to identify existing MPAs in
need of enhanced biodiversity conservation, streamlined enforcement, and increased ease of
compliance.

Enforcement & compliance within California MPAs

The success of any MPA relies on effective enforcement and community support and
understanding of regulations. A global synthesis of MPA outcomes identified being well-enforced
as one of the five essential features predicting MPA success around the world (Edgar et al.
2014). Further, one of the explicit goals of the MLPA is to “ensure California’s MPAs
have…adequate enforcement” (Goal 5, California MLPA).

However, despite laudable investment in enforcement, outreach, and education from the state,
there is a high level of illegal fishing and other FGC violations occurring in and near some of
California’s MPAs (California Statewide Compliance Forum 2022). The MPA Collaborative
Network held over 15 virtual and in-person public fora gathering over 500 stakeholders from
2019 to 2020 to discuss MPA compliance concerns and to brainstorm ideas to address those
concerns. The Forums found that compliance is particularly compromised in areas with
confusing regulations, boundaries, or jurisdictions. Public awareness and understanding of MPA
regulations is crucial for compliance, and confusing regulations and a lack of understanding of
restrictions can contribute to unintentional violations. While some of California’s State Marine
Conservation Areas (SMCAs) have limited take allowances and provide a relatively high level of
conservation value to most species, other SMCAs currently have extensive and confusing
regulations, and several are paired with onshore no-take State Marine Reserves (SMRs) to form
an MPA cluster – making it even more difficult for stakeholders to understand the two most



important compliance-related questions for MPAs: where are they, and what do they allow?1

Proposed stakeholder solutions include potential regulatory changes for fishing and other
activities along the coast, as well as greater investment in education and outreach.

Complicated regulations also make it exceedingly difficult for law enforcement officers or the
public monitoring these areas to visually assess whether a vessel’s occupants are complying
with on-the-water regulations. For instance, if an officer sees a vessel in an SMCA using rod
and reel gear where fishing for some pelagic species is allowed but fishing for other species is
prohibited, it is virtually impossible for that officer to tell whether the boaters are complying
without boarding the vessel to assess the boaters’ catch. This only increases the amount of
time, resources, and dollars necessary to ensure compliance in these areas, as California’s
enforcement officers also contend with limited staffing and budgets (Murray and Hee 2019). The
same is true around the world – in fact, research has shown that areas with a mixture of partial
and full protection are up to twice as expensive to manage than a simpler, fully protected area
(Ban et al. 2011).

Higher levels of protection lead to greater benefits

Since the California MPA network’s creation, extensive peer-reviewed research has
underscored the differences in outcomes between strongly and lightly protected marine areas.
We now know that highly and fully protected areas – those where little to no extractive or
destructive activities are permitted – provide the greatest ecological and conservation benefits
(Grorud-Colvert et al. 2021). For instance, one meta-analysis of global MPAs found that fish
biomass in fully protected (“no-take”) MPAs is 343% higher than in partially-protected MPAs
(Sala & Giakoumis 2018). Another global analysis found that weakly regulated areas showed
minimal ecological benefits, while highly to fully protected areas showed higher abundance and
biomass of commercially important species (Zupan et al. 2018). Similarly, a 24-year long
timeseries of catch data in Kenya found that per-person daily catches increased 25 times faster
in waters around fully protected MPAs than in areas that regulated fishing gear only
(McClanahan 2021). In addition, fully protected areas have been shown to provide stronger
climate adaptation and resilience benefits than lightly protected areas (Roberts et al. 2016).
Finally – and importantly – an assessment of ecological effectiveness and social perceptions of
MPAs in southern Australia found that partially protected areas had no more fish, invertebrates,
or algae than unprotected areas; were poorly understood by coastal users; were not more
attractive than unprotected areas; and were not perceived to have better marine life than
unprotected areas. In addition, the fully protected areas were not only more effective
ecologically, but were perceived more positively by local communities and visitors and assigned
a higher value by local communities and visitors (Turnbull et al. 2021).

1 The MPA Collaborative Network’s Vetted Regulation Recommendations cite many instances where
confusing boundaries and regulations are leading to unintended violations or accidental poaching in
SMR/SMCA complexes. For examples, see lines 22, 37, 43, 47, 50, 51, 54, 55, 58, 62, 63, 65, 66, 71, 87,
90, 92, 97, 99, 104, 133, 145, 146, 148, 154, 155, and 165.



With coastal and marine ecosystems facing growing threats related to climate change,
increased human use, new ocean uses, and infrastructure projects such as offshore wind and
aquaculture, significant improvements to the existing MPA network are warranted to better
protect our ocean and coastal resources into the future. Governor Newsom recently set the goal
of protecting 30% of lands and coastal waters by 2030 (‘30x30’), which was codified with the
passage of SB337 in 2023. However, the area protected within the statewide MPA network
represents far below 30% of our state waters. Only 12% of state waters are covered in highly to
fully protected areas, and an additional 4% is covered in lightly protected areas that allow
considerable human impacts within their boundaries. In total, only 16% of state waters are
currently protected within an MPA. As the state works to achieve its 30x30 goal, the FGC and
other agencies should consider where increases in the level of protection offered by existing
California MPAs are warranted, to ensure the network is able to provide the best ecological and
social outcomes possible.

Proposed regulation changes for California SMCAs with compliance issues and low
levels of protection

Point Buchon SMCA

Point Buchon SMCA is located eight miles south of Morro Bay in San Luis Obispo County. It is
part of an onshore-offshore pair of adjoining MPAs covering almost 19 square miles of rocky
reefs, sandy seafloor and beaches, kelp forests, rocky intertidal areas, and offshore pinnacles.
The adjoining no-take marine protected area, Point Buchon State Marine Reserve, covers the
inshore portion of the MPA complex from the mean high tide line to the halfway point between
the coast and the state waters limit. Point Buchon SMCA sits offshore of the SMR and
encompasses more than 12 square miles of waters that range from about 200 to 400 feet deep.

Compliance with Point Buchon’s regulations appears to be very low. The California Compliance
Forum in San Luis Obispo cited “a high level of illegal offshore fishing and squid boats in the
Point Buchon MPAs", and the Decadal Management Review revealed Point Buchon SMCA had
the third highest number of violations for MPAs in Central Coast region over past decade (DMR
Report). In 2022, it was listed among the top 10 MPAs with the highest MPA violations across
the entire state (Committee Staff Summary for July 20, 2023 MRC Meeting).

At the same time, the potential for non-fishing impacts to the area are increasing. The Morro
Bay Wind Energy Area (WEA) lies in the federal waters just outside of the Point Buchon SMCA,
and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management recently issued two leases for offshore wind
development in the Morro Bay WEA. These offshore wind farms are anticipated to transmit
power via undersea cables that connect with onshore power terminals, potentially at the nearby
Diablo Canyon Power Plant located just outside the southern boundary of Point Buchon SMR.
Offshore wind construction and operations are expected to impact the marine environment
through increased ocean noise, the introduction of electromagnetic fields, alterations to existing
habitats and hydrodynamics, and the possible release of contaminants (NOAA Fisheries). While
the state of California is working closely with the federal government to minimize environmental

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=209209&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=209209&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213543&inline


impacts, the region, and the Point Buchon SMR/SMCA complex, will experience some level of
impact related to the development of heavily industrialized renewable energy projects. By
minimizing ecosystem stressors, fully protected areas provide maximum resilience and greater
opportunity to identify the cause of ecosystem impacts (Grorud-Colvert et al. 2021).

Current regulations

Point Buchon SMCA currently allows for recreational and commercial salmon and albacore
fishing within its boundaries. The current regulations read as follows:

“It is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or cultural marine
resource, EXCEPT:
Recreational and commercial take of salmon and albacore is allowed.”

California’s salmon fishery has experienced significant challenges due to the proliferation of
dams, the loss of wetlands and estuaries, and recently, prolonged drought and increased
warming that affects freshwater habitat. As a result, the entire fishery was closed in 2023. Sport
fishing for albacore is largely centered from the California Channel Islands south to Ensenada.
Given these circumstances, converting the Point Buchon SMCA into an SMR would provide full
no-take protection for this important area with de minimis impacts to fishing activity.

In addition, the boundary between the SMCA and SMR is oriented as a diagonal line that runs
parallel to the coastline. The headlands of Point Buchon hide the southeast corner of the
SMCA/SMR complex from view from the north, allowing for poaching to occur more easily in the
SMR. Enforcement officers patrolling the busier, more heavily trafficked waters to the north of
the point aren’t able to see fishing boats that enter the SMR via the southeast corner of the
SMCA, and unless enforcement officers take the time to cross the point to patrol this area
specifically, vessels are able to fish in the SMR without being detected.

Proposed regulation change

We propose merging the Point Buchon SMR/SMCA complex into a single State Marine
Reserve, creating a more enforceable protected area able to confer greater conservation
benefits consistent with its intended role as an “anchor” protected area in the Central Coast
region. The new, proposed regulations would reflect those of Point Buchon SMR, and would
read as follows:

“It is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or cultural marine
resource.”

We also strongly recommend the state revisit installing a camera near the flagpole looking south
at Point Buchon. A camera or the M2 radar system could inform officers and help address
offshore poaching regularly occurring there.



Socioeconomic impacts

As mentioned above, the Point Buchon SMCA currently allows for the recreational and
commercial take of salmon and albacore. While it is possible there may be very minor
short-term economic impacts associated with closing the area depending on the level of
albacore fishing conducted within the existing SMCA, they are expected to be negligible.
Salmon fishing is presently closed for all state waters, and the extremely poor status of salmon
stocks no longer appear to support specific allowances in the state’s MPA network. In addition,
we argue that the long-term benefits provided by an increased level of protection and
streamlined enforceability for this area will outweigh the short-term costs, especially in the face
of climate change, increasing ocean uses and competition, and potential impacts from offshore
wind development.

Historical context and intent

The Point Buchon SMR/SMCA complex was placed near the Diablo Canyon Power Plant to
align with the no-fishing zone already surrounding the power plant, thereby limiting the negative
socio-economic effects on the local fishing community. The state decided to split the Point
Buchon MPA into an onshore SMR and an offshore SMCA to minimize the impacts on
recreational fishing in the area, allowing for recreational salmon fishing within the SMCA.

One of the objectives of the Point Buchon SMR/SMCA complex is to "Protect ecosystem
structure, function, integrity and ecological processes…from disturbances both natural and
human induced". In light of increased impacts from nearby offshore wind development areas,
stronger protections are warranted for this MPA complex to continue meeting stated objectives.

Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs

The Farnsworth Onshore/Offshore SMCA complex is located on the windward side of Santa
Catalina Island, a little more than 20 miles south-southwest of the Southern California mainland.
This SMCA complex protects a series of pinnacles and underwater mountains known as
Farnsworth Bank, which is one of only four known locations of a rare purple hydrocoral and is a
well-known, exceptional location for advanced SCUBA diving and underwater photography.
Farnsworth Onshore SMCA also provides critical habitat for the endangered black abalone,
which dwells in the intertidal zone, and the endangered white abalone, which inhabits the
deeper, subtidal zone. The full SMCA complex protects the unique cooler water, wave-exposed
portions of the "east islands" bioregion and includes a high diversity of productive, relatively
high-exposure habitats, productive nearshore reefs and a wider shelf than found on the leeside
of Catalina Island.

Both SMCAs allow for several gear types and species to be targeted, with some slight
differences between the two areas. The regulations themselves and also the regulation
differences are challenging to understand, creating confusion and unintentional regulation
violations. Commercial passenger fishing vessels (also known as “party boats”) are also often



seen illegally fishing in Farnsworth Onshore SMCA, moving out if they see a patrol boat
approaching (MPA Collaborative Network’s Vetted Regulation Recommendations lines 146 &
147).

Current regulations

These SMCAs are currently “minimally protected” according to the MPA Guide framework
(Grorud-Colvert et al. 2021), due to the substantial number of gear types allowed and species
targeted. The regulations for Farnsworth Onshore SMCA are currently as follows:

“It is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or cultural marine
resource, EXCEPT:
Recreational take of market squid by hand-held dip net; white seabass and pelagic finfish
(northern anchovy, barracudas, billfishes, dorado (dolphinfish), Pacific herring, jack mackerel,
Pacific mackerel, salmon, Pacific sardine, blue shark, salmon shark, shortfin mako shark,
thresher shark, swordfish, tunas, Pacific bonito, and yellowtail) by spearfishing; and marlin, tuna
and dorado by trolling is allowed.

Commercial take of coastal pelagic species (northern anchovy, Pacific sardine, Pacific mackerel,
jack mackerel, and market squid) by round-haul net, brail gear, and light boat; and swordfish by
harpoon is allowed (no commercial take of marlin is allowed). Not more than five percent by
weight of any commercial coastal pelagic species catch landed or possessed shall be other
incidentally taken species.”

The regulations for Farnsworth Offshore SMCA are currently as follows:

“It is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or cultural marine
resource, EXCEPT:
Recreational take of market squid by hand-held dip net; white seabass by spearfishing; pelagic
finfish (northern anchovy, barracudas, billfishes, dorado (dolphinfish), Pacific herring, jack
mackerel, Pacific mackerel, salmon, Pacific sardine, blue shark, salmon shark, shortfin mako
shark, thresher shark, swordfish, tunas, Pacific bonito, and yellowtail) by hook-and-line or
spearfishing, and marlin, tuna and dorado by trolling is allowed.

Commercial take of coastal pelagic species (northern anchovy, Pacific sardine, Pacific mackerel,
jack mackerel, and market squid) by round-haul net, brail gear, and light boat; and swordfish by
harpoon is allowed (no commercial take of marlin is allowed). Not more than five percent by
weight of any commercial coastal pelagic species catch landed or possessed shall be other
incidentally taken species.”

The difference between the two is almost impossible to detect, leading to confusion about what
is and isn’t permitted, increasing chances of accidental violations, and possibly acting as a
disincentive for law enforcement officers to enforce these MPAs and/or prosecutors to pursue
these cases.

Proposed regulations

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Eu1efUliHZ2bazdKM5lK5UKzsIEluHEU9k9HdR1oudo/edit#gid=0


To simultaneously streamline regulations, increase the level of protection for this ecologically
significant site, and honor the original intent of the SMCA complex to allow for recreational use,
we propose adjusting the regulations for both SMCAs to allow only for recreational take via
spearfishing. Spearfishing is a relatively low-impact activity that, with close attention to
buoyancy and best practices, has a low likelihood of interaction with bottom habitat. The new,
proposed regulations for both SMCAs (effectively merging them into one) would read as follows:

“It is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or cultural marine
resource, EXCEPT:
Recreational take of white seabass and pelagic finfish (northern anchovy, barracudas, billfishes,
dorado (dolphinfish), Pacific herring, jack mackerel, Pacific mackerel, salmon, Pacific sardine,
Pacific bonito, and yellowtail by spearfishing.”

Socioeconomic impact

We acknowledge that closing this area to non-recreational spearfishing may have some impact
on the commercial market squid fishery and recreational sportfishing. However, the risk of
damage to this highly sensitive ecological area is too high to allow even for pelagic fishing
activities, which can result in bottom disturbance and bycatch. For instance, party boat patrons
have often been observed dropping weighted lines that interact with bottom habitat in the
Onshore SMCA (pers. comms with local recreational fisher wishing to remain anonymous).
Further, these proposed regulation changes strongly align with and help to promote the high
intrinsic and recreational value of the area, improving the safety and quality of recreation for
divers, underwater photographers, and spearfishers.

Historical context and intent

This area has been protected since 1973, when the California Fish and Game Commission
designated Farnsworth Bank an ecological reserve. During the MLPA planning process, a much
larger SMR protecting Farnsworth Bank was proposed in order to fully protect Farnsworth Bank
and a variety of other ecologically important features nearby, such as the deep water squid
spawning habitat. While CDFW’s Feasibility Analysis deemed that this historical proposal met
feasibility criteria, the state decided upon the smaller onshore/offshore SMCA complex currently
in place, with the intent of balancing conservation with recreational and commercial use. This
pair of SMCAs are considered “backbone MPAs” for the backside of Catalina Island.

Relevance to MLPA Goals and DMR Recommendations

The changes proposed in this petition strongly align with Goals 1, 2, and 5 of the Marine Life
Protection Act (MLPA). Notably, the first first finding of the MLPA is: "2851. The Legislature finds
and declares all of the following: (a) California’s marine protected areas (MPAs) were
established on a piecemeal basis rather than according to a coherent plan and sound scientific
guidelines. Many of these MPAs lack clearly defined purposes, effective management measures
and enforcement. As a result, the array of MPAs creates the illusion of protection while falling far
short of its potential to protect and conserve living marine life and habitat." Ten years later,

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/MLPA
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/MLPA


California’s MPA network is no longer piecemeal, yet current MPAs with unduly complicated
regulations risk this very same problem.

By increasing the level of protection for several minimally and lightly protected MPAs, the state
will enhance the protection of marine life as well as the structure, function, and integrity of
marine ecosystems, and will enhance these MPAs’ ability to sustain, conserve, and protect
marine life populations, including those that are commercially valuable. By streamlining
regulations for these SMCAs, the state will help to ensure that California’s MPAs are adequately
enforced.

In addition, this petition helps to advance DMR Recommendation 4.b.) “Identify and utilize best
science-based approaches to inform potential changes to the MPA Network in order to enhance
Network performance.” Since the creation of the MPA network, a decade of scientific
peer-reviewed research from around the world has shown that highly to fully protected areas
provide the greatest benefits for biodiversity conservation, and that partially protected areas only
hinder enforcement, public understanding, and conservation outcomes.

In the face of growing threats related to climate change and increased human use, the state has
the opportunity now to improve and enhance our MPA network to better protect our ocean and
coastal resources into the future for generations to come.
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California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

November 30th, 2023

Re: Petition to Modify CA Marine Protected Area Network to Enhance Protections for California’s
Most Resilient Kelp Forests; Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline Enforcement
for Several California State MPAs

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,

Environment California Research & Policy Center has one mission that drives everything we do: to
protect our natural world. We envision a better, greener California: one that protects and restores more
places where all life can thrive and offers us and our children the opportunity to live healthier, more
enriching lives.

Azul is a grassroots organization working to conserve marine resources. We treasure the life-sustaining
force of the ocean, as well as the physical and spiritual nourishment it provides us. We are a Gente
powered and led effort, focused first on celebrating our rich Latino conservation traditions and connecting
them to current solutions. Our work is based in authentic engagement, community building, and
collaboration.

That’s why we welcomed the goal set by Governor Newsom and his Administration of protecting 30% of
lands and coastal waters by 2030 (‘30x30’), which was codified with the passage of SB337 this Fall. This
goal reflects the new scientific consensus that humanity must set aside much more of the ocean to sustain
healthy marine life populations and ecosystems.

The State of California’s network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), created by the Marine Life
Protection Act (MLPA), has demonstrated that area-based marine protection works: during the state’s
recently completed Decadal Management Review (DMR), scientific analysis showed that the network has
generally succeeded in protecting ocean habitats, increasing biomass of fishery-targeted species, and
enhancing the climate resilience of California’s coastal ecosystems.



However, the amount of coastal waters currently protected within the statewide MPA network falls far
below the state’s 30% goal. Only 12% of California state waters are covered in highly to fully protected
areas – the types of protected areas known to provide the best conservation outcomes – and an additional
4% is covered in lightly protected areas that allow considerable human impacts within their boundaries. In
total, 16% of state waters are currently protected within an MPA.

We must do more. Coastal and marine ecosystems face growing threats related to climate change and
increased human use, as well as emerging threats from new ocean uses such as offshore wind and
aquaculture. In the face of these threats, now is the time to make significant improvements to the existing
MPA network via an adaptive management process to better protect our ocean and coastal resources in the
future.

That is why we are submitting two petitions for rulemaking intended to strengthen the network’s ability to
conserve critical habitat types and better manage the network. Each of the two petitions stands on their
own and are based on new and updated science that were not available to policymakers at the time of
designating the original network. The areas we have proposed for expansion or strengthening are prime
examples of where California’s ocean life stands to benefit through new or updated permanent, area-based
protections created under the MLPA.

The areas we are proposing are likely not the only areas that would fit the criteria for enhanced protection
laid out in our petitions, nor are our criteria the only ecological criteria that could be used to systemically
strengthen the existing network in line with the state’s new 30x30 goal. We urge the Fish and Game
Commission and all relevant state agencies to conduct analyses that will highlight the habitat types,
species, and regions underserved by the current network, with an eye toward building a state MPA
network that is resilient in the face of rising ocean temperatures, emerging threats, and continued pressure
on endangered and threatened species.

Californians can be proud that we have led the way in ocean conservation over the past decades. It’s time
to take up the mantle of leadership once again, globally and nationally, not only to create a better future
for the amazing life off of our own coasts, but also to inspire other decision makers to do so along every
coastline, in every part of the ocean.

With your leadership, our groundbreaking marine protected area network can take its next leap forward.

Sincerely,

Laura Deehan
Director
Environment California Research & Policy Center

Marcela Gutiérrez-Graudiņš
Founder / Executive Director
Azul



California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

November 28th, 2023

Re: Strengthening and Expanding California’s Marine Protected Area Network

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,

As an Assemblymember and advocate for the health and vitality of California's coastal
ecosystems, I write to express my support for the expansion of the state's network of Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs) to include the expansion and strengthening of Point Buchon SMCA and
Natural Bridges SMR. Protecting specific habitat areas, including the remaining areas of stable
kelp forests, and increasing the rigor of existing marine protected areas are crucial steps in
safeguarding our diverse marine species and ensuring the long-term well-being of the
ecosystems off our shores.

The state of our ocean is at a critical juncture, with escalating global temperatures, declining
biodiversity, and a growing number of endangered marine species. Northern California has lost
more than 95% of its kelp forests since 2014, and kelp forests statewide have experienced
declines over the past decade.1Pollution, overfishing, offshore drilling and other human
activities are threatening ocean habitat and marine species, while the changing climate
increases the risk of extreme weather events and puts even greater stress on ocean
ecosystems.2 3

In the face of these mounting threats, California has a unique opportunity to take bold and
effective action to conserve ocean habitats and ensure a greater abundance of life off our coast.
Over two decades ago, the state passed the groundbreaking Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA),
which called on the state to use one of the most powerful tools for ocean conservation: marine
protected areas (MPAs).

1Meredith McPherson et. al, Large-scale shift in the structure of a kelp forest ecosystem co-occurs with
an epizootic and marine heatwave, Communications Biology, March 5, 2021
2 James Horrox, Steve Blackledge and Kelsey Lamp, “New Life for the Ocean: How marine protections
keep our waters wild,” Environment America Research and Policy Center & Frontier Group, February
2021.
3Arafeh-Dalmau et al., Integrating climate adaptation and transboundary management: Guidelines for
designing climate smart marine protected areas, One Earth 6, 1–19 November 17, 2023 ª 2023 Published



by Elsevier Inc.

MPAs, like state parks on land, protect unique and important ocean habitats from activities that
can damage ocean life. Areas that are strongly protected have been shown to be highly
effective in conserving biodiversity, enhancing ecosystem resilience, and mitigating the impacts
of climate change on our oceans.4California’s network of MPAs, foreseen in the MLPA,
celebrated its tenth-anniversary last year, and the state’s decadal management review showed
that marine life in existing reserves better withstood recent marine heatwaves, and reserves
across the state had higher biomass of commercially caught fish than areas lacking protection.5

Now, we need to build on this system and maintain California’s role as a leader, both nationally
and globally, in the fight to protect more ocean habitats.

That’s why I urge you to expand our state’s network of MPAs within the adaptive management
process of the Decadal Management Review. In particular, I am writing in support of the
strengthening and expansion of Point Buchon SMCA and Natural Bridges SMR off the coast of
my community.

We, as Californians, have a deep love for our ocean and feel a profound responsibility to
participate in decisions that impact our state's coastal waters. Our ocean is not just a source of
clean air, wildlife, and natural beauty but also a mystery that beckons exploration and discovery.
It is our moral imperative to lead the nation and the world in taking bold actions to preserve the
sea in our own backyard, ensuring its future and the well-being of the communities that rely on it
for their survival and prosperity.

In conclusion, we strongly urge you, Honorable Commissioners, to expand California's MPA
network to encompass areas of persistent kelp, with a particular focus on safeguarding the
strengthening and expansion of Point Buchon SMCA and Natural Bridges SMR.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to the welfare of our ocean and for considering this
proposal.

Sincerely,

DAWN ADDIS
Assemblymember, 30thDistrict

4 James Horrox, Steve Blackledge and Kelsey Lamp, “New Life for the Ocean: How marine protections
keep our waters wild,” Environment America Research and Policy Center & Frontier Group, February
2021.
5California Department of Fish and Wildlife. California’s Marine Protected Area Network Decadal
Management Review. 2022.



California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

November 29, 2023

Re: Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline Enforcement for Several
California State MPAs

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,

We, the undersigned scientists with expertise in marine conservation and the area-based
management of marine ecosystems, are writing to express our support for the petition put forth
by the Environment California Research & Policy Center seeking to increase the level of
protection conferred to California marine ecosystems by the state’s marine protected areas
(MPAs).

Decades of global peer-reviewed research has shown that, when key enabling conditions are
met, highly to fully protected areas that minimize or eliminate all destructive and extractive
human activities confer the greatest ecological and biodiversity conservation benefits compared
to lightly or minimally protected areas. When well-designed, strongly protected, and
well-enforced, MPAs can increase the biomass,abundance, and size of species within their
boundaries, enhance nearby fisheries when commercially-targeted species “spill over” into
surrounding areas, promote the persistence of important habitat types, provide incredible
opportunities for recreation and non-consumptive uses by local communities, and so much
more. The larger sizes of animals inside these MPAs also makes a disproportionately large
contribution to the reproductive output of the entire population. We have seen first-hand the
types of outstanding outcomes that these protected areas can deliver. As co-authors and
supporters of The MPA Guide, a scientific framework to identify different types of MPAs and
connect these types of MPAs with the outcomes they are expected to achieve, we strongly
endorse efforts to increase the level of protection conferred by California’s MPAs.

Additionally, strong enforcement and compliance are critical for realizing conservation benefits.
Where regulations are too weak or confusing, MPAs can fail to conserve the important ocean life
and ecosystems they are intended to protect. Several of California’s MPAs should be improved
with streamlined regulations, amended boundaries, and the removal of allowances for certain
gear types that have since proven too damaging for certain habitats or target species that have
since experienced extreme declines.

Scientific guidance published over the last decade since the California MPA network was put in
place has made it ever clearer what makes for a successful MPA. Updating the network to
incorporate this new science within the adaptive management process will uphold the goals of
the MLPA and ensure that California continues to lead on area-based marine protection,
nationally and globally.



Thank you for your ongoing ocean conservation leadership and tireless efforts to protect
California’s ocean heritage.

Sincerely,

Alan Friedlander, Ph.D.
Senior Director of Research, Pristine Seas, National Geographic Society
Researcher, Hawai'i Institute of Marine Biology, University of Hawai'i

Enric Sala, Ph.D.
Explorer in Residence, National Geographic Society
Executive Director, National Geographic Pristine Seas

Lance Morgan, PhD
President, Marine Conservation Institute

Sarah Hameed, PhD
Blue Parks Director & Senior Scientist, Marine Conservation Institute

Peter J. Auster, PhD
Senior Research Scientist, Mystic Aquarium
Research Professor Emeritus of Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut

Beth Pike, M.E.M.
Marine Protection Atlas Program Director, Marine Conservation Institute

Dawn Murray, PhD
Professor Environmental Studies, Antioch University Santa Barbara

Nur Arafeh Dalmau, PhD
Postdoctoral Researcher, Hopkins Marine Station, Stanford University
Honorary Fellow the University of Queensland

Carolina Olguín-Jacobson, PhD
Postdoctoral Researcher, Hopkins Marine Station of Stanford University



California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

November 30th, 2023

Re: Petition to Modify CA Marine Protected Area Network to Enhance Protections for
California’s Most Resilient Kelp Forests; Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline
Enforcement for Several California State MPAs

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,

As scientists, researchers, and educators who work to understand our changing oceans and
inspire the next generation of ocean stewards, we write to express our support for the expansion
and strengthening of California’s network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) to help safeguard
the state’s diverse marine ecosystems and ensure the long-term resilience of our ocean habitats.

Globally, the ocean is at a critical juncture, with escalating global temperatures, declining
biodiversity, and a growing number of endangered marine species. California’s coastal
ecosystems have not been spared these global trends: Northern California has lost more than
95% of its kelp forests since 2014, and kelp forests statewide have experienced declines over the
past decade.1 Only an average of 55 Pacific leatherback turtles are now found foraging off
California’s coast every year, a notable decrease from the yearly average of 128 Pacific
leatherbacks observed in the region from 1990 to 2003.2 Marine heatwaves have doubled over
the last 30 years and have become more intense and longer in duration, putting stress on
California’s marine species and ecosystems.3

Now, California has a unique opportunity to take bold, effective and science-based action to
conserve its marine biodiversity by expanding its groundbreaking network of state MPAs. MPAs,
like state parks on land, protect unique and important ocean habitats from destructive human
activities that can damage the integrity of marine ecosystems. Globally and in California,
strongly protected and well-enforced MPAs have been shown to be highly effective in
conserving biodiversity, enhancing ecosystem resilience, and mitigating the impacts of climate

3 IPCC (2021). Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of
Working Group I to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
[Masson-Delmotte VP, Zhai A, Pirani SL, Connors C, Péan S, et al. (Eds.)].;

2 Benson, Scott R., Karin A. Forney, Jeffrey E. Moore, Erin L. LaCasella, James T. Harvey, and James V. Carretta.
“A Long-Term Decline in the Abundance of Endangered Leatherback Turtles, Dermochelys Coriacea, at a Foraging
Ground in the California Current Ecosystem.” Global Ecology and Conservation 24 November 2020.

1 Meredith McPherson et. al, Large-scale shift in the structure of a kelp forest ecosystem co-occurs with an epizootic
and marine heatwave, Communications Biology, March 5, 2021

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2020.e01371
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2020.e01371
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42003-021-01827-6
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change on our oceans.4 Well-designed and well-implemented reserves better preserve natural
interactions within ecosystems, allowing for greater resiliency in the face of rising global
temperatures and changing environmental conditions.5

California’s network of MPAs, established through the 1999 Marine Life Protection Act,
celebrated its tenth anniversary last year. The state’s recent Decadal Management Review
(DMR) analyzed a decade of monitoring data and showed that the MPA network has generally
been effective at protecting ocean habitats and increasing fisheries-targeted species' biomass.6

Now, in the face of increasing threats, we need to build on this system and maintain California’s
role as a national and global leader in the effort to protect our ocean habitats.

That’s why we, as scientists, researchers, and educators, urge you to expand and strengthen our
state’s network of MPAs via the adaptive management process of the DMR.

Specifically, we support the expansion of the MPA network to include additional protections for
California’s most resilient kelp forests. While these vital and iconic ecosystems have faced
declines statewide in recent years, kelp forests in some areas have persisted or bounced back
quickly in the face of marine heatwaves and other disturbances.7 By expanding protections for
these resilient forests under the MLPA, the state can minimize direct human impacts in these
relatively healthy areas, helping to ensure their continued persistence and enhancing the
effectiveness of restoration efforts for declining kelp ecosystems nearby. Globally, kelp
restoration has been most successful in places adjacent to/contiguous with healthy kelp forest
ecosystems. 8

It is also vital that existing California MPAs are able to achieve their stated goals of conserving
biodiversity and ecosystem health. We encourage the state to consider increasing protections for
MPAs that are currently only lightly or minimally protected, especially in places where weaker
or more complicated regulations lead to poor compliance and enforcement. Research has shown
that highly and fully protected areas, where few if any destructive or extractive activities are
allowed, provide greater ecological benefits than lightly or minimally protected areas.9 The

9 Kirsten Grorud-Colvert et al., The MPA Guide: A framework to achieve global goals for the ocean. Science 373
,eabf0861(2021). DOI:10.1126/science.abf0861

8 Eger, A.M., Marzinelli, E.M., Christie, H., Fagerli, C.W., Fujita, D., Gonzalez, A.P., Hong, S.W., Kim, J.H., Lee,
L.C., McHugh, T.A., Nishihara, G.N., Tatsumi, M., Steinberg, P.D. and Vergés, A. (2022), Global kelp forest
restoration: past lessons, present status, and future directions. Biol Rev, 97: 1449-1475.

7 Arafeh-Dalmau et al., Integrating climate adaptation and transboundary management: Guidelines for designing
climate smart marine protected areas, One Earth 6, 1–19 November 17, 2023 ª 2023 Published by Elsevier Inc.

6 California Department of Fish and Wildlife. (2022). California’s Marine Protected Area Network Decadal
Management Review.;

5 Kirsten Grorud-Colvert et al., The MPA Guide: A framework to achieve global goals for the ocean. Science 373
,eabf0861(2021). DOI:10.1126/science.abf0861

4 James Horrox, Kelsey Lamp and Steve Blackledge. New Life for the Ocean: How Marine Protections Keep Our
Waters Wild. Environment America Research & Policy Center & Frontier Group, February 3, 2021

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abf0861
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332223004529
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state’s network currently protects 12% of state waters in highly- or fully-protected MPAs, as
defined by Grorud-Colvert et al. (2021), which leaves 4% of the network lacking the most
effective conservation protections.10 By expanding the level of protection to areas already
identified as ecologically important, we can ensure that the area’s vulnerable marine resources
have the chance to recover and flourish.

Our ocean is not just a source of clean air, wildlife, and natural beauty but also a mystery that
beckons exploration and discovery. It is our moral imperative to lead the nation and the world in
taking bold actions to preserve the sea, ensuring its future and the well-being of the communities
that rely on it for their survival and prosperity.

President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners, you have a chance to take up this imperative and
champion the expansion and strengthening of California's network of Marine Protected Areas.
By doing so, you will leave a lasting legacy of marine stewardship that will keep California at
the forefront of ocean conservation, nationally and globally.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to the welfare of our ocean and for considering this
urgent matter. Together, we can ensure a healthier, more abundant future for the unique marine
ecosystems that define California.

Sincerely,

Michael Akresh
Faculty
Antioch University

Alice Alldredge
Professor Emeritus
University of California, Santa Barbara

Steven Allison
Professor
University of California, Irvine

Anupa Asokan
Ocean advocate

Peter Auster
Senior Research Scientist & Research Professor
Emeritus
Mystic Aquarium & University of Connecticut

Nevé Baker
PhD Candidate
University of California Santa Cruz

Leocadio Blanco Bercial
Assistant Professor
Arizona State University - Bermuda Institute of
Ocean Sciences

Bailey Drechsler
Professor
Cuesta College

10 Kirsten Grorud-Colvert et al., The MPA Guide: A framework to achieve global goals for the ocean. Science 373
,0861(2021). DOI:10.1126/science.abf0861
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Michelle María Early Capistrán
Postdoctoral Scholar
Stanford University

Rikki Eriksen
Director Marine Spatial Ecology
California Marine Sanctuary Foundation

Paul Faulstich
Emeritus Professor of Environmental Analysis
Pitzer College

Sarah Hameed
Blue Parks Director & Senior Scientist
Marine Conservation Institute

Brett Holland
Faculty
CSUS

Flora Lu
Professor of Environmental Studies
University of California, Santa Cruz

Kathy Ann Miller
Curator of Algae
Herbarium, University of California

Lisa Murphy
co-founder, primary researcher and educator
Gold Country Bat Project

Dawn Murray
Professor
Antioch University

Jacquelin Mutter
National One Water Planning Lead
HDR

Erin Naegle
STEM Dean of Instruction
Cuesta College

Hannahrose Nevins
Seabird Ecologist
Seabird Consultant

Gretchen North
Professor of Biology
Occidental College

Carolina Olguin Jacobson
Postdoctoral fellow
Hopkins Marine Station of Stanford University

Gorka Sancho
Professor
College of Charleston

Joanna Tang
PhD Candidate
UCSB

Robert Voeks
Professor
Cal State University, Fullerton, Department of
Geography & the Environment

Charles Zender
Professor of Earth System Science
University of California, Irvine



California Fish and Game Commission
715 P Street, 16th floor,
Sacramento, CA 95814

November 30th, 2023

RE: Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline Enforcement for Several California
State MPAs

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners:

Our ocean is at a critical juncture, with escalating global temperatures, declining biodiversity,
and a growing number of endangered marine species. Only 50 Pacific leatherback turtles are now
found foraging off California’s coast, a notable decrease from the 178 Pacific leatherbacks
observed from 1990 to 2003.1 Marine heatwaves have doubled over the last 30 years and have

1 Benson, Scott R., Karin A. Forney, Jeffrey E. Moore, Erin L. LaCasella, James T. Harvey, and James V. Carretta.
“A Long-Term Decline in the Abundance of Endangered Leatherback Turtles, Dermochelys Coriacea, at a Foraging
Ground in the California Current Ecosystem.” Global Ecology and Conservation 24 (November 2020).

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2020.e01371
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2020.e01371


become more intense and longer in duration, putting stress on California’s marine species and
ecosystems. 2

In the face of these mounting threats, California has a unique opportunity to take bold and
effective action to conserve ocean habitats and ensure a greater abundance of life off our coast.
Over two decades ago, the state passed the groundbreaking Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA),
which called on the state to use one of the most powerful tools for ocean conservation: marine
protected areas (MPAs).

MPAs, like state parks on land, protect unique and important ocean habitats from activities that
can damage ocean life. Areas that are strongly protected have been shown to be highly effective
in conserving biodiversity, enhancing ecosystem resilience, and mitigating the impacts of climate
change on our oceans.3 By providing areas that serve as buffers against climate change, fully
protected MPAs adapt to changing environmental conditions because they better preserve natural
interactions within ecosystems, allowing for greater resiliency .4

California’s network of MPAs, foreseen in the MLPA, celebrated its tenth anniversary last year,
and the state’s decadal management review showed that MPAs effectively protect ocean habitats
and increase fishery-targeted species' biomass. Now, we need to build on this system and
maintain California’s role as a national and global leader in the fight to protect more ocean
habitats.

Protecting specific habitat areas and increasing the rigor of existing marine protected areas are
crucial steps in safeguarding our diverse marine species and ensuring the long-term well-being of
our ocean environments.

It is vital that existing California MPAs are able to achieve their stated goals of conserving
biodiversity and ecosystem health. We encourage the state to consider increasing protections for
MPAs that are currently only lightly or minimally protected, especially in places where weaker
or more complicated regulations lead to poor compliance and enforcement. We are proposing
stronger protections for Point Buchon SMCA and the Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore
SMCAs. Research has shown that highly and fully protected areas, where few if any destructive

4 Jankowska, Emilia, et al. "Climate Benefits from Establishing Marine Protected Areas Targeted at Blue Carbon
Solutions." Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, vol. 119, no. 23, 2022.

3 Arafeh-Dalmau et al., Integrating climate adaptation and transboundary management: Guidelines for designing
climate smart marine protected areas, One Earth 6, 1–19 November 17, 2023 ª 2023 Published by Elsevier Inc.

2 Teri E. Nicholson, Karl A. Mayer, Michelle M. Staedler, Jessica A. Fujii, Michael J. Murray, Andrew B. Johnson,
M. Tim Tinker, Kyle S. Van Houtan, Gaps in kelp cover may threaten the recovery of California sea otters,
Ecography, a Journal of Space and Time in Ecology, (February, 2018).
García-Reyes, Marisol, Andrew Leising, Rebecca Asch, Steven Bograd, and Tessa M Hill. Rep. Indicators of
Climate Change in California, “Coastal Ocean Temperature”, California Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment, 2022.

https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2121705119
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2121705119
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332223004529
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332223004529
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Nicholson/Teri+E.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Mayer/Karl+A.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Staedler/Michelle+M.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Fujii/Jessica+A.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Murray/Michael+J.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Johnson/Andrew+B.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Tinker/M.+Tim
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Van+Houtan/Kyle+S.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ecog.03561
https://oehha.ca.gov/media/epic/downloads/03coastaloceantemps.pdf


or extractive activities are allowed, provide greater ecological benefits than lightly or minimally
protected areas.5

Enhancing the protection of California's critical ocean habitats strongly aligns with Goals 1, 2, 3,
and 4 of the MLPA by preserving natural diversity, sustaining marine life populations, protecting
marine habitats for their intrinsic value, and improving recreational and educational opportunities
while minimizing human disturbance. 6 Safeguarding and further protecting critical marine
habitats will ensure critical habitat preservation for diverse marine species, including endangered
sea otters and commercially valuable fish.

In summary, we encourage you, Fish and Game Commissioners, to actively support
strengthening and expanding California's Marine Protected Areas.

We appreciate your steadfast dedication to our ocean's well-being and consideration of this
pressing issue. Working together, we can secure a more robust future for California's distinctive
marine ecosystems.

Sincerely,

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California Research and Policy Center

Tomas Valadez
CA Policy Associate
Azul

Robert Vergara
Roger Arliner Young (RAY) Ocean Conservation Fellow
Natural Resources Defense Council

Clara Castronovo
Board Chair
CALPIRG Students

Keith Shattenkirk
Program Officer, Healthy Lands and Waters

6 “Marine Life Protection Act.” CDFW. https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/MLPA.

5Kirsten Grorud-Colvert et al., The MPA Guide: A framework to achieve global goals for the ocean. Science 373
,eabf0861(2021). DOI:10.1126/science.abf0861
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Susan Jordan
Executive Director
California Coastal Protection Network

Krista Rogers
Program Manager
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Chelsea Tu
Executive Director
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President
Climate Action CA
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Organizer
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Dan Silver
Executive Director
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30x30 Coordinator
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Martha Camacho Rodríguez
Director
SEE (Social Eco Education)

Megan Shumway
Member
CHN, Sacramento Climate Coaltion, SacAct

Antonina Markoff
Coordinator



The Climate Reality Project California State Coalition

Robert Gould, MD
President
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility

Esperanza Vielma
Executive Director
Environmental Coalition for Water Justice

Daniel Chandler
Steering Committee Member
350 Humboldt

Andria Ventura
Legislative and Policy Director
Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund

Daniel Gluesenkamp
Executive Director
California Institute for Biodiversity



California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

November 28th, 2023

Re: Petition to Modify CA Marine Protected Area Network to Enhance Protections for
California’s Most Resilient Kelp Forests; Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline
Enforcement for Several California State MPAs

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,

In solidarity with the shared responsibility for the well-being of our planet, particularly the
oceans and coastlines we hold dear, we are reaching out as college students to express our firm
support for the amplification and extension of California's Marine Protected Area (MPA)
network. Understanding the critical importance of maintaining stable kelp ecosystems and
safeguarding conserved ocean areas, we are committed to ensuring the prolonged vitality of our
oceans and the myriad marine species that inhabit them.

The state of our ocean is at a critical juncture, with escalating global temperatures, declining
biodiversity, and a growing number of endangered marine species. Northern California has lost
more than 95% of its kelp forests since 2014, and kelp forests statewide have experienced
declines over the past decade.1 Only 50 Pacific leatherback turtles are now found foraging off
California’s coast, a notable decrease from the 178 Pacific leatherbacks observed from 1990 to
2003.2 Marine heatwaves have doubled over the last 30 years, and have become more intense and
longer in duration, putting stress on California’s marine species and ecosystems. 3

In the face of these mounting threats, California has a unique opportunity to take bold and
effective action to conserve ocean habitats and ensure a greater abundance of life off our coast.
Over two decades ago, the state passed the groundbreaking Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA),
which called on the state to use one of the most powerful tools for ocean conservation: marine
protected areas (MPAs).

3 García-Reyes, Marisol, Andrew Leising, Rebecca Asch, Steven Bograd, and Tessa M Hill. Rep.
Indicators of Climate Change in California, “Coastal Ocean Temperature”, California Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, 2022.

2 Benson, Scott R., Karin A. Forney, Jeffrey E. Moore, Erin L. LaCasella, James T. Harvey, and James V.
Carretta. “A Long-Term Decline in the Abundance of Endangered Leatherback Turtles, Dermochelys
Coriacea, at a Foraging Ground in the California Current Ecosystem.” Global Ecology and Conservation
24 (November 2020).

1 Meredith McPherson et. al, Large-scale shift in the structure of a kelp forest ecosystem co-occurs with an epizootic
and marine heatwave, Communications Biology, March 5, 2021
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MPAs, like state parks on land, protect unique and important ocean habitats from activities that
can damage ocean life. Areas that are strongly protected have been shown to be highly effective
in conserving biodiversity, enhancing ecosystem resilience, and mitigating the impacts of climate
change on our oceans.4 By providing areas that serve as buffers against climate change, fully
protected MPAs adapt to changing environmental conditions because they better preserve natural
interactions within ecosystems, allowing for greater resiliency.5

California’s network of MPAs, foreseen in the MLPA, celebrated its tenth anniversary last year,
and the state’s Decadal Management Review (DMR) showed that MPAs effectively protect
ocean habitats and increase fishery-targeted species' biomass. The DMR found that the older the
MPA, the larger the increase in the biomass of fished species. Some ecological communities like
kelp forests and rocky intertidal ecosystems within MPAs appeared more resilient and recovered
more quickly after marine heatwaves than similar habitats outside MPAs.6 Now, we need to build
on this system and maintain California’s role as a national and global leader in the fight to
protect more ocean habitats.

We support the expansion of the MPA Network to include critical, resilient kelp forests along
California’s coastline. While these vital and iconic ecosystems have faced declines statewide in
recent years, kelp forests in some areas have persisted or bounced back quickly in the face of
marine heatwaves and other disturbances.7 By expanding protections for these resilient forests
under the MLPA, the state can minimize direct human impacts in these relatively healthy areas,
helping to ensure their continued persistence and enhancing the effectiveness of restoration
efforts for declining kelp ecosystems nearby.

It is also vital that existing California MPAs are able to achieve their stated goals of conserving
biodiversity and ecosystem health. We encourage the state to consider increasing protections for
MPAs that are currently only lightly or minimally protected, especially in places where weaker
or more complicated regulations lead to poor compliance and enforcement. Research has shown
that highly and fully protected areas, where few if any destructive or extractive activities are
allowed, provide greater ecological benefits than lightly or minimally protected areas.8

As college students, we keenly feel the urgency to address the environmental crises, particularly
along California's coast. Having grown up witnessing the impacts of climate change, it's clear

8Ibid Kirsten Grorud-Colvert et al., The MPA Guide: A framework to achieve global goals for the ocean.
Science 373 ,eabf0861(2021). DOI:10.1126/science.abf0861

7 California Department of Fish and Wildlife. (2022). California’s Marine Protected Area Network Decadal
Management Review.

6 California Department of Fish and Wildlife. (2022). California’s Marine Protected Area Network Decadal
Management Review.

5 Jankowska, Emilia, et al. "Climate Benefits from Establishing Marine Protected Areas Targeted at Blue Carbon
Solutions." Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, vol. 119, no. 23, 2022.

4 Arafeh-Dalmau et al., Integrating climate adaptation and transboundary management: Guidelines for designing
climate smart marine protected areas, One Earth 6, 1–19 November 17, 2023 ª 2023 Published by Elsevier Inc.
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that action is needed to limit harm to the environment. That's why we urge the Fish and Game
Commission to make significant changes in preserving and protecting our vast ocean habitats,
ensuring a meaningful and lasting impact for generations to come.

Our ocean is not just a provider of fresh air, diverse wildlife, and breathtaking scenery; it's also
an enigma that calls us to explore and uncover its secrets. As college students, we believe it's our
duty to be at the forefront of national and global efforts, taking bold steps to safeguard the ocean.
This commitment ensures its future and the welfare of communities dependent on it for survival
and prosperity.

In conclusion, we strongly urge you, Fish and Game Commissioners, to champion the expansion
and fortification of California's network of Marine Protected Areas, with a particular focus on
safeguarding kelp forests and reinforcing the protection of existing MPAs. By doing so, you will
leave a lasting legacy of environmental stewardship.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to the welfare of our ocean and for considering this
urgent matter. Together, we can ensure a healthier, more abundant future for the unique marine
ecosystems that define California.

Sincerely,

Clara Castronovo
Board Chair
CALPIRG Students

Brandi Sanchez
President
Ecology Behavior and Evolution Club at UC San Diego

Brandi Sanchez
President
Pollinator Club at UC San Diego

Aiden Ledbetter
President
Davis College Democrats

Hannah Hughes
President
5C Plant-Based Mission at the Claremont Colleges



 
 

California Fish and Game Commission 

P.O. Box 944209 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

 

November 29, 2023 

 

Re: Petition to Modify CA Marine Protected Area Network to Enhance Protections for 

California’s Most Resilient Kelp Forests; Petition to Increase Level of Protection and 

Streamline Enforcement for Several California State MPAs   

 

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,  

 

CALPIRG Students is a statewide, student-run, and student-funded organization that works to 

protect the environment, make college affordable, and promote civic engagement. We have over 

20,000 dues-paying members across the UC system and have been on campus for almost 50 

years advocating for students on issues that students care about most. As part of our ongoing 

efforts to win better protections for California’s ocean, we are submitting 214 signatures from 

our supporters on campuses across the state in support of Environment California Research & 

Policy’s petitions for rulemaking in the state’s adaptive management process for the California 

marine protected area network. 

 

Each of the 214 people signed the following letter:  

 

To: Governor Gavin Newsom 

 

Sea otters bobbing in the surf. Whales diving deep to feed. Seabirds flying above. Our 

state’s coastline is home to wildlife, large and small. As students and young people, we 

are proud to live in a state that has taken steps to protect this ocean heritage for future 

generations. California’s network of marine protected areas are places that, just like 

state parks on land, help protect and restore ocean life. 

 

I urge you to strengthen this network through the Decadal Management Review in line 

with your important goal of protecting 30 percent of our state waters by 2030. 

Specifically, I urge you to expand the network to protect the state’s last remaining kelp 

forests, critical homes to fish and sea otters, and to strengthen existing areas that don’t 

yet provide high levels of protection to ocean life. 

 

With your support, California can expand this network of ocean parks to create a 

brighter future for the ocean life that calls our state home, and hopefully inspire others 

across the country and around the world to follow our lead. 

 

As young people, we are working everyday to tackle the most pressing problems facing our 

ocean, our climate and our communities. That’s why we are heartened to see state leaders like 



 
 

Governor Newsom and the state legislature set bold and ambitious goals to protect more of our 

coastline.  

 

But goals need to be followed by action to ensure the future health and abundance of our ocean 

wildlife and wild places. That’s why our student members have been campaigning for better 

ocean protections, and why we are excited to have this opportunity in the Decadal Management 

Review to push our state’s groundbreaking network of MPAs forward. An expanded, 

strengthened network will make our coasts more resilient in the face of climate change and give 

our ocean life a chance to thrive. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity, and we look forward to working with you to continue to create a 

better future for California’s coasts.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Clara Castronovo 

State Board Chair 

CALPIRG Students 

  



 
 
Camellia Cartland, Alhambra, CA 

Mary Ann Gutierrez, Alhambra, CA 

Jaylene Madrid, Apple Valley, CA 

Ainsley Wilkin, Apple Valley, CA 

TREINA LE, Baldwin Park, CA 

Erika Alfaro, Berkeley, CA 

Erik Beahrs, Berkeley, CA 

Sophia Brodie-Weisberg, Berkeley, CA 

Julissa Esparza, Berkeley, CA 

Ellen Franzen, Berkeley, CA 

Olivia Hom, Berkeley, CA 

Kaki Li, Berkeley, CA 

Ryan Montis, Berkeley, CA 
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California Fish and Game Commission 

P.O. Box 944209 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

 

November 29, 2023 

 

Re: Petition to Modify CA Marine Protected Area Network to Enhance Protections for California’s Most 

Resilient Kelp Forests; Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline Enforcement for Several 

California State MPAs   

 

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,  

 

Environmental Action was founded in 1970, on the first Earth Day, as a community of grassroots environmental 

activists working for a cleaner, greener world. We are submitting the following 2,487 signatures in support of 

Environment California Research & Policy Center’s petitions for rulemaking in the state’s adaptive management 

process for the California Marine Protected Area network. 

 

Each of the 2,487 people signed the following letter:  

 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

 

Sea otters bobbing in the surf. Whales diving deep to feed. Seabirds flying above. Our state’s coastline is 

home to wildlife, large and small. As Californians, we’ve taken steps to protect this ocean heritage by 

creating a network of marine protected areas that, just like state parks on land, help protect and restore 

ocean life.  

 

I urge you to strengthen this network through the Decadal Management Review in line with your important 

goal of protecting 30 percent of our state waters by 2030. Specifically, I urge you to expand the network to 

protect the state’s last remaining kelp forests, critical homes to fish and sea otters, and to strengthen 

existing areas that don’t yet provide high levels of protection to ocean life. 

 

With your support, California can expand this network of ocean parks to create a brighter future for the 

ocean life that calls our state home, and hopefully inspire others across the country and around the world 

to follow our lead. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

As a group that works to protect our most amazing and at risk wildlife across the country, we know that preserving 

and restoring habitats will be critical to seeing our ocean life thrive. Whether it’s a return of sea otters to more of the 

coastline or more abundant seabirds flying above our heads, expanding and strengthening California’s network of 

marine protected areas will create a more hopeful future for the wild animals that call the state’s coastline home.  

 

But the decisions made on California’s coast will not only impact the state’s wildlife: as with many environmental 

issues, California’s actions here have the potential to reverberate far and wide. If the state acts with ambition during 

this adaptive management process to fulfill the state’s 30 by 30 commitment, it can set the national standard for 

ocean conservation, leading the country and the globe forward to a better future for our oceans.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Patrick Kelly-Fischer 

Board Member 

Environmental Action
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Matthew Page, Newbury Park, CA 

Kathleen Pierce, Newbury Park, CA 

Tracey Sands, Newbury Park, CA 

Cindy Stein, Newbury Park, CA 

Heidi Taylor, Newbury Park, CA 

Jill Wiechman, Newbury Park, CA 

Paula Willebrands, Newbury Park, CA 

Kathrine Fegette, Newcastle, CA 

Joan Peter, Newhall, CA 

Alan Yamamoto, Newhall, CA 

Elizabeth Edwards, Newport Beach, CA 

Steve Iverson, Newport Beach, CA 

Vic Paglia, Newport Beach, CA 



 
Stephanie Aston, North Hills, CA 

Janice Baxter, North Hills, CA 

Christopher Geukens, North Hills, CA 

Marian Gould, North Hills, CA 

Jim Leske, North Hills, CA 

Heidi Miller, North Hills, CA 

Natalie Aharonian, North Hollywood, CA 

Marilyn Carney, North Hollywood, CA 

Kathleen Culp, North Hollywood, CA 

Tracy Elliott, North Hollywood, CA 

Fred Granlund, North Hollywood, CA 

Larry Jasper, North Hollywood, CA  

Cathy Kraus, North Hollywood, CA 

Michael Marciano, North Hollywood, CA 

Stu Nichols, North Hollywood, CA 

Manuela Rollins, North Hollywood, CA 

Grace Silva, North Hollywood, CA 

Judith Vogelsang, North Hollywood, CA 

Roslyn Jones, North Palm Springs, CA 

Robert Chirpin, Northridge, CA 

Lori Dixon, Northridge, CA 

Ann Dorsey, Northridge, CA 

Gail Camhi, Novato, CA 

Mike Cass, Novato, CA 

Hillary Davis, Novato, CA 

Ian Dogole, Novato, CA 

Gary Dowling, Novato, CA 

Bonnie Grossman, Novato, CA 

Toni Kim, Novato, CA 

Lisa Moreno, Novato, CA 

H. S. Nadler, Novato, CA 

Robert Ortiz, Novato, CA 

Thomas Ray, Novato, CA 

Jay Rice, Novato, CA 

Sheri Rollison, Novato, CA 

Arlene Van Craeynest, Novato, CA 

Marilyn Wada, Novato, CA 

Greg Mull, Oak View, CA 

Tree Wright, Oak View, CA 

Claire Chambers, Oakdale, CA 

John Fitzpatrick, Oakhurst, CA 

Dee Allen., Oakland, CA 

Jane Armbruster, Oakland, CA 

Clara Bargellini, Oakland, CA 

Rachel Beck, Oakland, CA 

Richard Behrman, Oakland, CA 

Julia Benson, Oakland, CA 

Esther Boyd, Oakland, CA  

Mary Ann Cramer, Oakland, CA 

Judith E, Oakland, CA 

Stan Fitzgerald, Oakland, CA 

Dr A G, Oakland, CA 

Rick Gaston, Oakland, CA 

Rogelio Giron, Oakland, CA 

Ruby Giron-Carson, Oakland, CA 

MaryAnne Glazar, Oakland, CA 

John Golding, Oakland, CA 

Christiana Hart, Oakland, CA 

Susan Herting, Oakland, CA 

Sterling Hollins, Oakland, CA 



 
Monika Holm, Oakland, CA 

Kuanmei Huang, Oakland, CA 

Allison Jones, Oakland, CA 

Sara Katz, Oakland, CA 

Paul Koehler, Oakland, CA 

Laakea Laano, Oakland, CA 

Jesus M. Maldonado, Oakland, CA 

Heather McHugh, Oakland, CA 

Caephren McKenna, Oakland, CA 

Vasu Murti, Oakland, CA 

April Parkins, Oakland, CA 

Nancy Paskowitz, Oakland, CA 

Rashid Patch, Oakland, CA 

Nora Privitera, Oakland, CA 

Christine Ranney, Oakland, CA 

Ken Rice, Oakland, CA 

Evelyn Riche, Oakland, CA 

Clifford Robinson, Oakland, CA 

Kate S, Oakland, CA 

Rondi Saslow, Oakland, CA 

Roberta Schear, Oakland, CA 

Lesley Schultz, Oakland, CA 

Ellen Schwartz, Oakland, CA 

Karin Seid, Oakland, CA  

Judith Smith, Oakland, CA 

Leslie Smith, Oakland, CA 

Martin Snapp, Oakland, CA 

Madeline Stacy, Oakland, CA 

Maria Steinmann, Oakland, CA 

Kathleen Tandy, Oakland, CA 

Nancy Taylor, Oakland, CA 

Michele Tusinac, Oakland, CA 

Pablo Voitzuk, Oakland, CA 

Kim Walker, Oakland, CA 

David Wasley, Oakland, CA 

Gwen Weil, Oakland, CA 

John Wills, Oakland, CA 

Amy Zink, Oakland, CA 

James TRUE, Oakland, CA 

Molly Mendez, Oakley, CA 

Robert Spotts, Oakley, CA 

Longwillow Fudemberg, Occidental, CA 

Sharon Mulkey, Oceano, CA 

Charles Alger, Oceanside, CA 

Kelly Brannigan, Oceanside, CA 

Sarada Cleary, Oceanside, CA 

Cynthia Davenport, Oceanside, CA 

Darcy Duval, Oceanside, CA 

Andrea Ferrari, Oceanside, CA 

Tina Garner, Oceanside, CA 

Cathy Gentry, Oceanside, CA 

Holly Gilzow, Oceanside, CA 

Alexis Grone, Oceanside, CA 

Ronnie Huber, Oceanside, CA 

Charlene Kerchevall, Oceanside, CA 

Sherry Marsh, Oceanside, CA 

Tamara Taunt, Oceanside, CA 

Paula Thompson, Oceanside, CA 

Carol Wanat, Oceanside, CA 

Lisa Adair, Ojai, CA



 
Janine Comrack, Ojai, CA 

Donna Freiermuth, Ojai, CA 

Kathleen Medina, Ojai, CA 

Valerie Shideler, Olivehurst, CA 

Kelly Ayers, Ontario, CA 

Valerie Carrick, Ontario, CA 

Claudia Cook, Ontario, CA 

Ron P, Ontario, CA 

Lynn Baldini, Orange, CA 

Ms Courtney, Orange, CA 

Alexis Merz, Orange, CA 

Raven Davis-King, Orangevale, CA 

Nancy Polito, Orangevale, CA 

Lucy Henderson, Orinda, CA 

Patricia Moloney, Orinda, CA 

Lori Bates, Oxnard, CA 

Lynne Boyle, Oxnard, CA 

Peggy Brown, Oxnard, CA 

Angela C Embree, Oxnard, CA 

Maree Penhart, Oxnard, CA 

Barbara Piszczek, Oxnard, CA 

April Toller, Oxnard, CA 

Carolyn Boydston, Pacific Grove, CA 

Gary Goetz, Pacific Grove, CA 

Melissa Hutchinson, Pacific Grove, CA 

Melissa Lippincott, Pacific Grove, CA 

Celia Stauty Luis, Pacific Grove, CA 

Jane Crist, Pacific Palisades, CA 

Jake Gutman, Pacific Palisades, CA 

Shannon Rhoades, Pacific Palisades, CA 

Beth Schlaff, Pacific Palisades, CA 

Ian Silverstein, Pacific Palisades, CA 

Kathy Bede, Pacifica, CA 

Brian Casey, Pacifica, CA 

Ana Herold, Pacifica, CA 

Deanna Nielsen, Pacifica, CA  

Dita Ã…Â kaliÃ„ Â•, Palm Desert, CA 

Alexia Valdora, Palm Desert, CA 

Sandra Kanela Barton, Palm Springs, CA 

Michael Biers, Palm Springs, CA 

Vito Degrigoli, Palm Springs, CA 

Wayne Fellabaum, Palm Springs, CA 

FranÃƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ Ã

ƒ Ãƒ Ãƒ  May, Palm Springs, CA 

Bill McCarthy, Palm Springs, CA 

Bill Munce, Palm Springs, CA 

Maryellen Redish, Palm Springs, CA 

Vivian Vaught, Palm Springs, CA 

Mario Magpale, Palmdale, CA 

Therese Ryan, Palmdale, CA 

Karen Weston, Palmdale, CA 

Debra Y, Palmdale, CA 

Jaye Bergen, Palo Alto, CA 

Jordan Briskin, Palo Alto, CA 

Edward Cavasian, Palo Alto, CA 

Ana Chou, Palo Alto, CA 

Sheila Gholson, Palo Alto, CA 

Nancy Leech, Palo Alto, CA 

Marilyn Levine, Palo Alto, CA 

Mary Lou Meeks, Palo Alto, CA 



 
David Perry, Palo Alto, CA 

Sara Van Dusen, Palo Alto, CA 

Jan Gardner, Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 

Tajie Major, Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 

Sonia Noemi Cross, Paradise, CA 

Marcie Ligammari, Paradise, CA 

Joan Aebi, Pasadena, CA 

Claude Alexander, Pasadena, CA 

Cheryl Auger, Pasadena, CA 

Linda B., Pasadena, CA 

Catherine Beauchamp, Pasadena, CA 

Darrell Clarke, Pasadena, CA 

Linc Conard, Pasadena, CA  

Richard Kornfeld, Pasadena, CA 

Frances Liau, Pasadena, CA 

Diane Miller, Pasadena, CA 

Allison Moffett, Pasadena, CA 

Jacqueline Pineda, Pasadena, CA 

Charles Roth, Pasadena, CA 

Pete Sloman, Pasadena, CA 

Geoffrey Symcox, Pasadena, CA 

Erinn Todd, Pasadena, CA 

Susan Walp, Pasadena, CA 

Joan Wickham, Pasadena, CA 

Molly Bennett, Paso Robles, CA 

Gail Ryland, Pebble Beach, CA 

Mike Pasner, Penn Valley, CA 

Jamie Sawtell, Penn Valley, CA 

James Woods, Penn Valley, CA 

Ernesto Marquez, Perris, CA 

Chanda Scelsi, Perris, CA 

M. Atkinson, Petaluma, CA 

Arlene Baker, Petaluma, CA 

Stephanie Charles, Petaluma, CA 

Jerry Cook, Petaluma, CA 

Stacey DeGooyer, Petaluma, CA 

Wendy Denny, Petaluma, CA 

Patti Fink, Petaluma, CA 

Jamila Garrecht, Petaluma, CA 

Diane Gentile, Petaluma, CA 

Phoenix Giffen, Petaluma, CA 

Elfi Gilford, Petaluma, CA 

Michelle Letellier, Petaluma, CA 

Ingeborg MacKay, Petaluma, CA 

Annette Raible, Petaluma, CA 

Chris Rose, Petaluma, CA 

Gabrielle Swanberg, Petaluma, CA 

Dennis Zerbo, Petaluma, CA 

Barbara Wright, Phelan, CA  

Susan Hathaway, Pico Rivera, CA 

Philip Patino, Pico Rivera, CA 

Peggy Holmes, Pinole, CA 

Joan Nygaard, Pinole, CA 

Carol Oller, Pinole, CA 

Bob Leppo, Pismo Beach, CA 

Randall Voss, Pismo Beach, CA 

Dennis Young, Pismo Beach, CA 

Annette Benton, Pittsburg, CA 

Candy Bowman, Placerville, CA 

Mike Rolbeck, Placerville, CA 



 
Paulette Doulatshahi, Playa Del Rey, CA 

Yvonne Fisher, Playa del Rey, CA 

Barrett Braun, Pleasant Hill, CA 

Mike Cluster, Pleasant Hill, CA 

Joan Merrill, Pleasant Hill, CA 

Francesca Rago, Pleasant Hill, CA 

Deborah Santone, Pleasant Hill, CA 

Renee Snyder, Pleasant Hill, CA 

Barbara Norton, Pleasanton, CA 

Daniel O'Brien, Pleasanton, CA 

Urmila Padmanabhan, Pleasanton, CA 

Vicki Tomola, Point Arena, CA 

Twyla Meyer, Pomona, CA 

Jenny Perez, Pomona, CA 

Roxann Schaubhut, Pope Valley, CA 

Veronica Goode, Porter Ranch, CA 

Linda Bresnan, Portola Valley, CA 

Karin Eckelmeyer, Portola Valley, CA 

Mike Davis, Posey, CA 

Joyce Heyn, Poway, CA 

Kim Yirak, Poway, CA 

Faith Strailey, Quincy, CA 

Laura Bagley, Ramona, CA 

Tammy Bullock, Ramona, CA 

Don Miller, Ramona, CA  

Nancy Hunter, Rancho Cordova, CA 

Miriam Baum, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Linda Bourg, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Frederick Hamilton, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Heidi Palmer, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Judy Bradford, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 

Melina Paris, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 

Lin Penrose, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 

Linda Webb, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 

Andrea Abney, Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

Alison Bassell, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 

Jack Schwartz, Receeda, CA 

Cherie Gans, Redding, CA 

Michael Koterba, Redding, CA 

Harriet Miller, Redding, CA 

Wayne Steffes, Redding, CA 

Marianna Vanderklift, Redding, CA 

Andrea Dixon, Redlands, CA 

Carol Lynne Eyster, Redlands, CA 

Sean Hagstrom, Redlands, CA 

Doug Bender, Redondo Beach, CA 

Laurel Cameron, Redondo Beach, CA 

Michael Cavanaugh, Redondo Beach, CA 

Maria Corvalan, Redondo Beach, CA 

F. R. Eguren, Redondo Beach, CA 

Glenn Embrey, Redondo Beach, CA 

Stephane Ernoux, Redondo Beach, CA 

Richard Esposito, Redondo Beach, CA 

Kris Gata, Redondo Beach, CA 

Amrit Khalsa, Redondo Beach, CA 

M Montenegro, Redondo Beach, CA 

Alie Rowen, Redondo Beach, CA 

Anne M. Van Alstyne, Redondo Beach, CA 

Jeri Fergus, Redway, CA 

Erin Gellman, Redway, CA 



 
Juliann Berman, Redwood City, CA  

Michael House, Redwood City, CA 

Lisa Jensen, Redwood City, CA 

Tom Johnson, Redwood City, CA 

Judith Kirk, Redwood City, CA 

Thalia Lubin, Redwood City, CA 

Chris Ouedec, Redwood City, CA 

Robert Page, Redwood City, CA 

Audrey Quintero, Redwood City, CA 

Rush Rehm, Redwood City, CA 

Margaret Rogers, Redwood City, CA 

John West, Redwood City, CA 

Joleen Siebert, Reedley, CA 

Jl Angell, Rescue, CA 

Rosa Baeza, Reseda, CA 

Silvana Garcia, Reseda, CA 

Carlos Nunez, Reseda, CA 

Rachel Perlman, Reseda, CA 

Tracy Gilbert, Rialto, CA 

Vincent Bausano, Richmond, CA 

Michael Eichenholtz, Richmond, CA 

Melanie Hassel, Richmond, CA 

Gail Jarocki, Richmond, CA 

Kris Johnson Michiels, Richmond, CA 

Peggy Mocine, Richmond, CA 

Anne Oklan, Richmond, CA 

Christine Peterson, Richmond, CA 

Christine Peterson, Richmond, CA 

Susan Archibald, Ridgecrest, CA 

Penelope LePome, Ridgecrest, CA 

Mary Loyd Shell, Ridgecrest, CA 

Nancy Robinson, Ridgecrest, CA 

Cheryl Davis, Rio Linda, CA 

Tina Arnold, Rio Vista, CA 

Susan Worden, Rio Vista, CA 

Bonnie Arbuckle, Riverbank, CA 

Sherry Fatzinger, Riverside, CA  

Carolann Johnson, Riverside, CA 

Harry Knapp, Riverside, CA 

Abraham Oboruemuh, Riverside, CA 

Henry Rosenfeld, Riverside, CA 

Natacha Lascano, Rocklin, CA 

Daniel McKeighen, Rocklin, CA 

Vanessa Quintero, Rodeo, CA 

Jeannie Boyd, Rohnert Park, CA 

Elaine Cook, Rohnert Park, CA 

Shannon Montoya, Rohnert Park, CA 

Kyle Young, Rosamond, CA 

Bob McCleary, Roseville, CA 

Kevin Pierson, Roseville, CA 

Lisa Steele, Roseville, CA 

Julie Stinchcomb, Roseville, CA 

Pat Thompson, Roseville, CA 

Sandra Thompson, Roseville, CA 

Dee Warenycia, Roseville, CA 

Ann Wasgatt, Roseville, CA 

Vicki L Smith, Running Springs, CA 

James Adams, Sacramento, CA 

Wayne Anderson, Sacramento, CA 

Judith Anshin, Sacramento, CA 



 
James Ashcraft, Sacramento, CA 

Jennifer Bair, Sacramento, CA 

Mark Allan Barath, Sacramento, CA 

M Bennett, Sacramento, CA 

Robert Boughton, Sacramento, CA 

Maureen Burness, Sacramento, CA 

Kimberly Carona, Sacramento, CA 

Brendan Chan, Sacramento, CA 

Sandy Commons, Sacramento, CA 

BethAnn Coombs, Sacramento, CA 

Deborah Cosentino, Sacramento, CA 

Jim Deneff, Sacramento, CA 

Cindy Ferguson, Sacramento, CA  

Gilda Fusilier, Sacramento, CA 

Camile Getter, Sacramento, CA 

LuAnn Glatzmaier, Sacramento, CA 

Susan Hood, Sacramento, CA 

Karen Jacques, Sacramento, CA 

Linda Karp, Sacramento, CA 

Lily Lau-Enright, Sacramento, CA 

Rebecca Martin, Sacramento, CA 

Michael McGowan, Sacramento, CA 

Marshal McKitrick, Sacramento, CA 

Esther Mooncrest, Sacramento, CA 

Dorothea Morgenstern, Sacramento, CA 

Sharon Nicodemus, Sacramento, CA 

Rosalind O'Brien, Sacramento, CA 

Sheri Opp, Sacramento, CA 

Joyce Ownbey, Sacramento, CA 

Jana Perinchief, Sacramento, CA 

Judith Poxon, Sacramento, CA 

Penny Redman, Sacramento, CA 

Susan Riseman, Sacramento, CA 

LeAne Rutherford, Sacramento, CA 

Gail Ryall, Sacramento, CA 

Joseph Sebastian, Sacramento, CA 

Aaron Stroh, Sacramento, CA 

Erh-Yen To, Sacramento, CA 

Tami Trearse, Sacramento, CA 

Ellen Tubbs, Sacramento, CA 

Jillian Unger, Sacramento, CA 

Cara Vallot, Sacramento, CA 

Lori White, Sacramento, CA 

Kenneth Wilcox, Sacramento, CA 

Bobbie Zawkiewicz, Sacramento, CA 

Elizabeth Novak Milliken, Saint Helena, CA 

Gerard Sewell, Saint Helena, CA 

Alfred Gonzales, Salinas, CA 

Lauren Keenan, Salinas, CA  

Merlin Wilson, Salinas, CA 

Alison Buist, San Anselmo, CA 

Loren Carjulia, San Anselmo, CA 

Ilene Malt, San Anselmo, CA 

Renee Schofield, San Anselmo, CA 

Herman Waetjen, San Anselmo, CA 

C Leonard, San Bernardino, CA 

Alicia Lomeli, San Bernardino, CA 

Modell McEntire, San Bernardino, CA 

Pamela Rogers, San Bernardino, CA 

Pam Thomas-Hill, San Bernardino, CA 



 
Eileen Cassidy, San Bruno, CA 

Luci Evanston, San Bruno, CA 

Elisse De Sio, San Carlos, CA 

Kate Elsley, San Carlos, CA 

Sharon Gong, San Carlos, CA 

George Ruiz, San Carlos, CA 

Teri Yazdi, San Carlos, CA 

Kevin Bissonnette, San Clemente, CA 

Randall Hartman, San Clemente, CA 

Suzanne Narducy, San Clemente, CA 

Allie Palmer, San Clemente, CA 

Matt Reola, San Clemente, CA 

Beth Rumph, San Clemente, CA 

Vicki Wiker, San Clemente, CA 

Terri Wiley, San Clemente, CA 

Janis Andersen, San Diego, CA 

Steven Bal, San Diego, CA 

Michael Barnes, San Diego, CA 

Cheryl Berkey, San Diego, CA 

Cindy Blatnik, San Diego, CA 

Michele Boswell, San Diego, CA 

Joanne Britton, San Diego, CA 

Bonnie Burke, San Diego, CA 

Nicole Cervantes, San Diego, CA 

B. Chan, San Diego, CA  

Christopher Chatard, San Diego, CA 

Cecelia Conover, San Diego, CA 

April Cordero, San Diego, CA 

Bob Davis, San Diego, CA 

Terri Dewhirst, San Diego, CA 

Elaine Durson, San Diego, CA 

Cheryl Elkins, San Diego, CA 

Patricia J Flaherty, San Diego, CA 

Joan Fulton, San Diego, CA 

Bruce Gardner, San Diego, CA 

Sharon Gaudette-Hieserich, San Diego, CA 

Michelle Grimes, San Diego, CA 

Dale Haas, San Diego, CA 

Robin Halliday, San Diego, CA 

David Haskins, San Diego, CA 

Trudi Howell, San Diego, CA 

Mari Huff, San Diego, CA 

Michael A. Johnston, San Diego, CA 

Sean Kilpatrick, San Diego, CA 

Diane Krell-Bates, San Diego, CA 

Lisa Kutner, San Diego, CA 

Rochelle La Frinere, San Diego, CA 

Stephanie Laman, San Diego, CA 

Patricia Law, San Diego, CA 

Paul Levesque, San Diego, CA 

Lacey Levitt, San Diego, CA 

Mary Jo Lindstrom, San Diego, CA 

Colleen Lobel, San Diego, CA 

Jimmy Long, San Diego, CA 

Jimmie Lunsford, San Diego, CA 

Marsha Lyon, San Diego, CA 

Martin Marcus, San Diego, CA 

Mara Mayfield, San Diego, CA 

Andrew McGranahan, San Diego, CA 

Mika Menasco, San Diego, CA 



 
Pam Montroy, San Diego, CA  

Kim Perszyk, San Diego, CA 

Shirley Petersen, San Diego, CA 

Scott Pham, San Diego, CA 

Raffaella Pippa, San Diego, CA 

Lauren Prust, San Diego, CA 

Patrick Reid, San Diego, CA 

Babette Rose, San Diego, CA 

Melanie Ross, San Diego, CA 

Conor S, San Diego, CA 

Alice Savage, San Diego, CA 

Barbara Schell, San Diego, CA 

George Schneider, San Diego, CA 

Viviane Sebert, San Diego, CA 

Sid Shapiro, San Diego, CA 

Skip Shaputnic, San Diego, CA 

Judy Shively, San Diego, CA 

Hal Slater, San Diego, CA 

G.H. Soto, San Diego, CA 

Allison Souza, San Diego, CA 

Joan Spooner, San Diego, CA 

Peggy Standley, San Diego, CA 

Brian Still, San Diego, CA 

Peggy Stone, San Diego, CA 

Kathleen Sumida, San Diego, CA 

Jeff Thayer, San Diego, CA 

Elena Tillman, San Diego, CA 

Ava Torre-Bueno, San Diego, CA 

Gary Tourville, San Diego, CA 

Dorothy Vieira, San Diego, CA 

Shawn Wass, San Diego, CA 

Linda Wilson, San Diego, CA 

Debra Winthrop, San Diego, CA 

Tansy Woods, San Diego, CA 

Allen Yarowsky, San Diego, CA 

Ken Young, San Diego, CA 

Ray Ziegler, San Diego, CA  

Sylvia De Baca, San Dimas, CA 

Sandra Esparza, San Dimas, CA 

Rev. Maria Riter Wilson, San Dimas, CA 

Mary Ellen Gastelo, San Fernando, CA 

Stef B, San Francisco, CA 

Linda Bellavia, San Francisco, CA 

Kathryn Bender, San Francisco, CA 

Charlie Bergstedt, San Francisco, CA 

Joseph Blum, San Francisco, CA 

Kathleen Bouvier, San Francisco, CA 

Richard Bradus, San Francisco, CA 

Jonica Brooks, San Francisco, CA 

Cecilia Brunazzi, San Francisco, CA 

Leo Buckley, San Francisco, CA 

Christine Burckhardt, San Francisco, CA 

Tim Butler, San Francisco, CA 

Ag Callan, San Francisco, CA 

Len Carella, San Francisco, CA 

Mary Chase, San Francisco, CA 

Winnie Chin, San Francisco, CA 

Luz Cobarrubias, San Francisco, CA 

Sandi Covell, San Francisco, CA 

Sarah Date, San Francisco, CA 



 
Maia de Raat, San Francisco, CA 

Christie Decker, San Francisco, CA 

James DiCarlo, San Francisco, CA 

Lawrence Dillard, San Francisco, CA 

Glenna Dowling, San Francisco, CA 

Jerilyn Downing, San Francisco, CA 

Ramona Draeger, San Francisco, CA 

Susan Dugger-Mathison, San Francisco, CA 

Jym Dyer, San Francisco, CA 

Evan Elias, San Francisco, CA 

Bee Epremian, San Francisco, CA 

Rita Fahrner, San Francisco, CA 

Adrienne Fong, San Francisco, CA  

Pamela Glintenkamp, San Francisco, CA 

Stephen Gold, San Francisco, CA 

Linda Gourley, San Francisco, CA 

Gia Granucci, San Francisco, CA 

J. Barry Gurdin, San Francisco, CA 

Sharon Handa, San Francisco, CA 

Sharon Hefke, San Francisco, CA 

Mali Henigman, San Francisco, CA 

Birgit Hermann, San Francisco, CA 

Saroyan Humphrey, San Francisco, CA 

Jeffrey Hurwitz, San Francisco, CA 

Pauline Kahney, San Francisco, CA 

Constance Kao, San Francisco, CA 

Lisa Kellman, San Francisco, CA 

Karen Kirschling, San Francisco, CA 

Betty Kissilove, San Francisco, CA 

Ellen Koivisto, San Francisco, CA 

Ady Larsen, San Francisco, CA 

R Dene Larson, San Francisco, CA 

Peter Lee, San Francisco, CA 

David Lin, San Francisco, CA 

Helen Loeser, San Francisco, CA 

Denise Louie, San Francisco, CA 

Pamela Magers, San Francisco, CA 

Mariano Marquez III, San Francisco, CA 

Jon Mc Veight, San Francisco, CA 

Marisa McFarlane, San Francisco, CA 

Shannon Mcneil, San Francisco, CA 

Anuruddh Misra, San Francisco, CA 

Bianca Molgora, San Francisco, CA 

William Mora, San Francisco, CA 

Mary Moycik, San Francisco, CA 

Gretchen Mueller, San Francisco, CA 

Ron Nieberding, San Francisco, CA 

Mary Novasic, San Francisco, CA 

Maria Nowicki, San Francisco, CA  

John Oda, San Francisco, CA 

Marsha Orent, San Francisco, CA 

Matthew Parker, San Francisco, CA 

Annalee Pineda, San Francisco, CA 

Jackie Pomies, San Francisco, CA 

Susan Powers, San Francisco, CA 

Francesca Prada, San Francisco, CA 

Jessica Pullano, San Francisco, CA 

Charles Ray, San Francisco, CA 

Ivan Rhudick, San Francisco, CA 

Matt Richardson, San Francisco, CA 



 
Roberto Romo, San Francisco, CA 

Joan Rost, San Francisco, CA 

Kim Russo, San Francisco, CA 

Christi Saltonstall, San Francisco, CA 

Natasha Saravanja, San Francisco, CA 

Karin Schmidt, San Francisco, CA 

Dan Schubart, San Francisco, CA 

Judy Schultz, San Francisco, CA 

Erika Shershun, San Francisco, CA 

Paul Shimazaki, San Francisco, CA 

RoseMarie Shishkin, San Francisco, CA 

Carolyn Shuman, San Francisco, CA 

Laura Simmons, San Francisco, CA 

John Steponaitis, San Francisco, CA 

Tai Stillwater, San Francisco, CA 

Robert Stine, San Francisco, CA 

Edward Sullivan, San Francisco, CA 

Sara T, San Francisco, CA 

Michael Tomczyszyn, San Francisco, CA 

Justin Truong, San Francisco, CA 

Anthony Tupasi, San Francisco, CA 

Iris Vaughan, San Francisco, CA 

Wolfgang Vermeer, San Francisco, CA 

Nathan Vogel, San Francisco, CA 

Linda Weiner, San Francisco, CA 

Maxine Zylberberg, San Francisco, CA 

Michele Massey, San Jacinto, CA 

Kieran Alcumbrac, San Jose, CA 

Sue Andarmani, San Jose, CA 

Murielle Antoku, San Jose, CA 

Thomas Arnold, San Jose, CA 

Teresa Awtrey, San Jose, CA 

Tim Barrington, San Jose, CA 

Allan Campbell, San Jose, CA 

Manou Cassel, San Jose, CA 

Beng Chiu, San Jose, CA 

Edward Fairchild, San Jose, CA 

Mary Fedullo, San Jose, CA 

Ted Fishman, San Jose, CA 

Mark Galbraith, San Jose, CA 

Charlene Garcia, San Jose, CA 

Susan Golbetz, San Jose, CA 

Elaine Gould, San Jose, CA 

Michael Hazelton, San Jose, CA 

Charlene Henley, San Jose, CA 

Randall Herz, San Jose, CA 

Tania I Redlich, San Jose, CA 

Pec Indman, San Jose, CA 

Paula Kerrebijn, San Jose, CA 

Santosh Kumar, San Jose, CA 

Eva Lanker, San Jose, CA 

Allen Leinwand, San Jose, CA 

Miriam Leiseroff, San Jose, CA 

Patty Linder, San Jose, CA 

Claude McDonald, San Jose, CA 

Du Ng, San Jose, CA 

Margaret P, San Jose, CA 

Jim Petkiewicz, San Jose, CA 

Jamie Pfister, San Jose, CA 

Veronica Romero, San Jose, CA 



 
Charles Smith, San Jose, CA  

Singgih Tan, San Jose, CA 

Susan Trivisonno, San Jose, CA 

Susan Urang, San Jose, CA 

Nona Weiner, San Jose, CA 

Jimmie Yonemoto, San Jose, CA 

Dave Beck, San Juan Capistrano, CA 

Philip Fraser, San Juan Capistrano, CA 

Lucille Robustelli, San Juan Capistrano, CA 

Aj Cho, San Leandro, CA 

Michael Denton, San Leandro, CA 

Gloria Eive, San Leandro, CA 

Linda Gee, San Leandro, CA 

Roberta LaFrance, San Leandro, CA 

John Moreau, San Leandro, CA 

John Payne, San Lorenzo, CA 

Monica Barricarte, San Luis Obispo, CA 

Joseph Boone, San Luis Obispo, CA 

Maryan Infield, San Luis Obispo, CA 

Sharon Rheingans, San Luis Obispo, CA 

Nancy Walter, San Luis Obispo, CA 

Liz Brown, San Marcos, CA 

Dianne Christ, San Marcos, CA 

Laura Dufel, San Marcos, CA 

Randy Gray, San Marcos, CA 

Teri Kelly, San Marcos, CA 

John Maxwell, San Marcos, CA 

Joan Quinn, San Marcos, CA 

Lois Ruble, San Marcos, CA 

Brooke Scruggs, San Marcos, CA 

Mary Ann Seltzer, San Marcos, CA 

Thelma Faulkner, San Martin, CA 

Elise Beliak, San Mateo, CA 

Gina Colangelo, San Mateo, CA 

Kevin Hearle Ph.D., San Mateo, CA 

Linda Johnson, San Mateo, CA 

Evan Josa, San Mateo, CA  

Evelyn Newman, San Mateo, CA 

Tom Pache, San Mateo, CA 

Mark Rhynsburger, San Mateo, CA 

Mark Rhynsburger, San Mateo, CA 

Mariano Svidler, San Mateo, CA 

Leyza Yardley, San Mateo, CA 

Leah Fagundes, San Pablo, CA 

Linda Morgan, San Pablo, CA 

Carol Schaffer, San Pablo, CA 

Brooke Balestreri, San Pedro, CA 

Susan Bogdanovich, San Pedro, CA 

Molly Brent, San Pedro, CA 

Angela Carter, San Pedro, CA 

Sharon Caserma, San Pedro, CA 

Matt Davison, San Pedro, CA 

Petrina Long, San Pedro, CA 

Anne Barker, San Rafael, CA 

Susan Berlin, San Rafael, CA 

Kelly Berry, San Rafael, CA 

Eileen Blossman, San Rafael, CA 

Cayla Coleman, San Rafael, CA 

Steven Gaman, San Rafael, CA 

James Haig, San Rafael, CA 



 
Margie Halladin, San Rafael, CA 

Sandra Levine MD, San Rafael, CA 

Erika Martinez, San Rafael, CA 

Diana McBride, San Rafael, CA 

Elaine Mont-Eton, San Rafael, CA 

Dianne Morrison, San Rafael, CA 

Susan Peters, San Rafael, CA 

Mary Poor, San Rafael, CA 

Allegra Printz, San Rafael, CA 

Peter Ring, San Rafael, CA 

Jena Rose, San Rafael, CA 

Philip Simon, San Rafael, CA 

Ariel Spilsbury, San Rafael, CA  

Deborah Temple, San Rafael, CA 

Lydia Vignau, San Rafael, CA 

Jenifer Wilson, San Rafael, CA 

Jason Witchel, San Rafael, CA 

Jeffrey Hemenez, San Ramon, CA 

Charles Wieland, San Ramon, CA 

Patrick Farrell, San Ysidro, CA 

Sarah Baxter, Santa Ana, CA 

Colleen Bergh, Santa Ana, CA 

Nicolas Duonn, Santa Ana, CA 

Mike Honda, Santa Ana, CA 

Richard Spicer, Santa Ana, CA 

Marie Winter, Santa Ana, CA 

Dennis Allen, Santa Barbara, CA 

Thea Altman, Santa Barbara, CA 

Debby Anderson, Santa Barbara, CA 

Martha Aubin, Santa Barbara, CA 

Trudy Bixby, Santa Barbara, CA 

Tina Brenza, Santa Barbara, CA 

Lisabette Brinkman, Santa Barbara, CA 

Heather Brophy, Santa Barbara, CA 

Thomas Burt, Santa Barbara, CA 

Lynne Cantlay, Santa Barbara, CA 

Carole Ann Cole, Santa Barbara, CA 

Ronit Corry, Santa Barbara, CA 

Katherine Crawford, Santa Barbara, CA 

Jenny Cushnie, Santa Barbara, CA 

Gary Denny, Santa Barbara, CA 

Catharine Edwardson, Santa Barbara, CA 

Joel Fithian, Santa Barbara, CA 

Camille Gilbert, Santa Barbara, CA 

Janet Graham, Santa Barbara, CA 

Madeleine Ignon, Santa Barbara, CA 

Katherine Johnson, Santa Barbara, CA 

Virginia Johnstone, Santa Barbara, CA 

John Kay, Santa Barbara, CA  

Connie Marquez, Santa Barbara, CA 

Nancy Martin, Santa Barbara, CA 

Michael Merenda, Santa Barbara, CA 

Sandra Moore, Santa Barbara, CA 

Lauren Murdock, Santa Barbara, CA 

Edith Ogella, Santa Barbara, CA 

Gina Petuskey, Santa Barbara, CA 

Barbara Rosen, Santa Barbara, CA 

Miranda Scalzo, Santa Barbara, CA 

Chris Seaton, Santa Barbara, CA 

Wendy Simons, Santa Barbara, CA 



 
Julie Sullwold, Santa Barbara, CA 

Sandy Suttton, Santa Barbara, CA 

Katie Thibodeau, Santa Barbara, CA 

Paul Voyen, Santa Barbara, CA 

Bill Woodbridge, Santa Barbara, CA 

Theresa Yandell, Santa Barbara, CA 

Friend Friend, Santa Clara, CA 

Alexis Georgiou, Santa Clara, CA 

Kim Messmer, Santa Clara, CA 

Judy Rees, Santa Clara, CA 

Mushtaq Syed, Santa Clara, CA 

Carina Chadwick, Santa Clarita, CA 

James McKelvey, Santa Clarita, CA 

John Paladin, Santa Clarita, CA 

David Soto, Santa Clarita, CA 

Anita Wisch, Santa Clarita, CA 

Paul Andrade, Santa Cruz, CA 

Leslie Andrews, Santa Cruz, CA 

Joyce Banzhaf, Santa Cruz, CA 

Milo Barisof, Santa Cruz, CA 

David Bezanson PhD, Santa Cruz, CA 

Elaine Boles, Santa Cruz, CA 

Martha Carrington, Santa Cruz, CA 

Michael Cooper, Santa Cruz, CA 

Teresa Coyle, Santa Cruz, CA  

Janet De Lu, Santa Cruz, CA 

MarianKitty Dennis, Santa Cruz, CA 

Richard Gallo, Santa Cruz, CA 

Barbara Ginsberg, Santa Cruz, CA 

Bruce Grobman, Santa Cruz, CA 

Jacob Huskey, Santa Cruz, CA 

Carolyn T Israel, Santa Cruz, CA 

Lizann Keyes, Santa Cruz, CA 

Mary Kuntz-Cote, Santa Cruz, CA 

Kevin Manning, Santa Cruz, CA 

Karsten Mueller, Santa Cruz, CA 

Eric Nylen, Santa Cruz, CA 

Vivienne Orgel, Santa Cruz, CA 

David Pierotti, Santa Cruz, CA 

Elizabeth Potts, Santa Cruz, CA 

David Ross, Santa Cruz, CA 

Emmanuel Ross Hartway, Santa Cruz, CA 

Lynda Sierra, Santa Cruz, CA 

Bret Smith, Santa Cruz, CA 

Erica Stanojevic, Santa Cruz, CA 

Pela Tomasello, Santa Cruz, CA 

Sylvia Vairo, Santa Cruz, CA 

Russell Weisz, Santa Cruz, CA 

Rachel Wolf, Santa Cruz, CA 

Eric Anches, Santa Maria, CA 

Jerid Anderson, Santa Maria, CA 

Carlos Arnold, Santa Maria, CA 

Nancy Heck, Santa Maria, CA 

Nancy Miller, Santa Maria, CA 

Joanne Altschuler, Santa Monica, CA 

Dr. Jon Amsden, Santa Monica, CA 

John Barone, Santa Monica, CA 

Elizabeth Chang, Santa Monica, CA 

Steven Chasen, Santa Monica, CA 

Phyllis Chavez, Santa Monica, CA 



 
Shelley Corwin, Santa Monica, CA  

Guillemette Epailly, Santa Monica, CA 

Deborah Fallender, Santa Monica, CA 

Glenn and Alexandra Garrison, Santa Monica, 

CA 

Patricia Healy, Santa Monica, CA 

Janet Heinle, Santa Monica, CA 

Amelia Jones, Santa Monica, CA 

Rachel Kelley, Santa Monica, CA 

Chelsey Marsing, Santa Monica, CA 

Anne Munitz, Santa Monica, CA 

Ted Myers, Santa Monica, CA 

Ruth Olafsdottir, Santa Monica, CA 

Diane Olson, Santa Monica, CA 

Jerry Persky, Santa Monica, CA 

Mary Rojeski, Santa Monica, CA 

Mary Romanek, Santa Monica, CA 

D. Rowe, Santa Monica, CA 

Myra Schegloff, Santa Monica, CA 

Alex Sokolow, Santa Monica, CA 

Shelley Sterrett, Santa Monica, CA 

J Yudell, Santa Monica, CA 

Louise Priest, Santa Paula, CA 

Louise Rangel, Santa Paula, CA 

Cristina Amarillas, Santa Rosa, CA 

Gillian Anderson, Santa Rosa, CA 

Leanne B., Santa Rosa, CA 

Linda Bell, Santa Rosa, CA 

Jerry Bernhaut, Santa Rosa, CA 

Patricia Bode, Santa Rosa, CA 

David Zachary Brown, Santa Rosa, CA 

Deb Dearing, Santa Rosa, CA 

Ryan Dell, Santa Rosa, CA 

Janet Drew, Santa Rosa, CA 

Louise Espinoza, Santa Rosa, CA 

Mark Feldman, Santa Rosa, CA 

Zora Hocking, Santa Rosa, CA 

Jude Iam, Santa Rosa, CA  

Barbara Judson, Santa Rosa, CA 

Lucy Kenyon, Santa Rosa, CA 

Bernard Lefson, Santa Rosa, CA 

Ellen Lewis, Santa Rosa, CA 

Lois Look, Santa Rosa, CA 

Dan McAllister, Santa Rosa, CA 

Bob Miller, Santa Rosa, CA 

Jane Moad, Santa Rosa, CA 

Lorilie Morey, Santa Rosa, CA 

Jana Mariposa Muhar, Santa Rosa, CA 

Josie Peluso, Santa Rosa, CA 

Daniel Podell, Santa Rosa, CA 

Joe Salazar, Santa Rosa, CA 

Linda Thompson, Santa Rosa, CA 

Ken Wilson, Santa Rosa, CA 

Pam Zimmerman, Santa Rosa, CA 

Gary Beckerman, Santa Ynez, CA 

Vicki Call, Santee, CA 

Elizabeth McCandless, Santee, CA 

Rob Roberto, Santee, CA 

Kelly Doyle, Sausalito, CA 

Evan Jane Fletcher, Sausalito, CA 



 
Evan Jane Kriss, Sausalito, CA 

Patricia Pigman, Sausalito, CA 

Lonna Richmond, Sausalito, CA 

Greg Thomson, Sausalito, CA 

Gerald Cummings, Scotts Valley, CA 

Rob Dun, Scotts Valley, CA 

Kay MacDonald, Seal Beach, CA 

Bernadette Meltzer, Seal Beach, CA 

Natalija Sale, Seal Beach, CA 

Brent Spencer, Seal Beach, CA 

Enrico Verga, Seal Beach, CA 

Scott Ames, Sebastopol, CA 

Felicia Bander, Sebastopol, CA 

Corey Barnes, Sebastopol, CA  

Stacie Charlebois, Sebastopol, CA 

Sharron Fisher, Sebastopol, CA 

Kris Hall, Sebastopol, CA 

Katharine Kehr, Sebastopol, CA 

Deborah Kermode, Sebastopol, CA 

Constance Miles, Sebastopol, CA 

Kenneth Mooney, Sebastopol, CA 

Lilith Rogers, Sebastopol, CA 

Sharon Sadler, Sebastopol, CA 

Julie Sicaud, Sebastopol, CA 

Susan Stover, Sebastopol, CA 

Lisa Salazar, Shasta Lake, CA 

Reuben Allen, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Gene Arias, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Carol Becker, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Hilarey Benda, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Stephanie Colet, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Jeffrey Jones, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Jodi Milstein, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Patrick Pade, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Patricia Ritter, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Mox Ruge, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Sheila Desmond, Shingle Springs, CA 

Karen Neumeier, Shingle Springs, CA 

John Lamb, Sierra Madre, CA 

Marguerite Shuster, Sierra Madre, CA 

Carol Hewitt, Signal Hill, CA 

Patti Barto, Silverado, CA 

Derek Beauchemin, Simi Valley, CA 

Christina Ciesla, Simi Valley, CA 

Justin Duso, Simi Valley, CA 

Frances Emanuel, Simi Valley, CA 

James Johnson, Simi Valley, CA 

Mary Ann Lowe, Simi Valley, CA 

Madison Mitchell, Simi Valley, CA 

Pam Morarre, Simi Valley, CA  

Brad Parsa, Simi Valley, CA 

Chuck Rocco, Simi Valley, CA 

Jack Rollens, Simi Valley, CA 

Diana Shycoff, Simi Valley, CA 

Kelsey McCann, Sloughhouse, CA 

Laurie Neill, Smith River, CA 

Christy Bulskov, Solana Beach, CA 

Natasha Weaver, Solana Beach, CA 

Debra Hunt, Solvang, CA 

Carol Lake, Solvang, CA 



 
Andy Philpot, Solvang, CA 

Michelle Sparks-Gillis, Solvang, CA 

Sheila Silan, Somerset, CA 

Joy Pratt, Somis, CA 

Renee Darner, Sonoma, CA 

John Feissel, Sonoma, CA 

Penny Hartman, Sonoma, CA 

Patricia Locks, Sonoma, CA 

Helen Mehl, Sonoma, CA 

June Osbourn, Sonoma, CA 

Michael R. Watson, Sonoma, CA 

Brad Squires, Sonoma, CA 

Michelle Allison, Sonora, CA 

Leslie Kowalczyk, Sonora, CA 

Stephen Foltz, Soquel, CA 

Sonia King, Soquel, CA 

Gary Landgrebe, Soquel, CA 

Pamela Machutt, Soquel, CA 

Marianna Mejia Contact, Soquel, CA 

Sallye Steiner Bowyer, Soquel, CA 

Diana Swisher, Soquel, CA 

Hunter Wallof, Soulsbyville, CA 

Arturo Beyeler, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

Anne Roos, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

Francie Stone, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

Scott Jung, South Pasadena, CA  

Yuliya Rudnik, South Pasadena, CA 

Liz Ibarra, South San Francisco, CA 

Ron Parsons, South San Francisco, CA 

Heidi Behnke, Spring Valley, CA 

Jennifer Bradford, Spring Valley, CA 

Patricia Hadsall, Spring Valley, CA 

Theodora Moriarty, Spring Valley, CA 

Terrie Smith, Spring Valley, CA 

Toni Watson, Spring Valley, CA 

Joyce Kolasa, Springville, CA 

Carol Ruth, Stanford, CA 

Nikki Larkins, Stanton, CA 

Stu Greenburg, Stevenson Ranch, CA 

Michelle Montano, Stockton, CA 

Alisha Nickols, Stockton, CA 

Barb Varellas, Stockton, CA 

Andra Eisen, Studio City, CA 

Ines Glorian, Studio City, CA 

Genevieve Guzman, Studio City, CA 

Susan Lea, Studio City, CA 

Ellen Little, Studio City, CA 

David Norrell, Studio City, CA 

Natalia Spornik, Studio City, CA 

Inga Stanelun, Studio City, CA 

James Roberts, Sugarloaf, CA 

Robin Van Tassell, Summerland, CA 

Chris Hernandez, Sun Valley, CA 

Gerald Shaia, Sun Valley, CA 

Katharine Warner, Sunland, CA 

Scott Barlow, Sunnyvale, CA 

Ernest Boyd, Sunnyvale, CA 

John Cremin, Sunnyvale, CA 

Krista Dana, Sunnyvale, CA 

Marilyn Hall, Sunnyvale, CA 



 
Rose Linn, Sunnyvale, CA 

Richard Payne, Sunnyvale, CA  

John Robbins, Sunnyvale, CA 

Laura Robichek, Sunnyvale, CA 

Marcia Sherman, Sunnyvale, CA 

Vira Confectioner, Sunol, CA 

Sandra Hendricks, Sutter Creek, CA 

Sally Lambert, Sutter Creek, CA 

Theo Dawson, Sylmar, CA 

Chad Johnson, Sylmar, CA 

Margarita Perez, Sylmar, CA 

Charles Wolfe, Sylmar, CA 

Carol p, Tahoe Vista, CA 

El. Pe., Talmage, CA 

Nilofar Amier, Tarzana, CA 

Louise Bianco, Tarzana, CA 

Theresa Bucher, Tarzana, CA 

Monica Freedman, Tarzana, CA 

Roger Hollander, Tarzana, CA 

Ken Bailey, Taylorsville, CA 

Gail Roberts, Tecate, CA 

Missie Smith, Tehachapi, CA 

Wendy Allen, Temecula, CA 

Richard Blain, Temecula, CA 

Holly Hall, Temecula, CA 

Jena Hallmark, Temecula, CA 

Deborah McIntosh, Temecula, CA 

John Peterson, Temecula, CA 

Janet Rhodes, Temecula, CA 

Linda Skorheim, Temple City, CA 

Cassie A. Murphy, Templeton, CA 

Deborah Filipelli, PhD, The Sea Ranch, CA 

Victoria Behar, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Lexie Cataldo, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Elaine Edell, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Stephen Fitch, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Mariana Mellor, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Gary Raymond, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Joanne Sulkoske, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Gerry Williams, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Rochelle Adelman, Three Rivers, CA 

Lyndell Pritchett, Three Rivers, CA 

Lulu LaRocca, Toluca Lake, CA 

Isabel Freeman, Topanga, CA 

Jed Fuhrman, Topanga, CA 

Kenneth Miller, Topanga, CA 

Jaime Nahman, Topanga, CA 

Julie Ries, Topanga, CA 

Penelope Ward, Topanga, CA 

Kristina Wunder, Topanga, CA 

Sherrie King, Torrance, CA 

Joyce M Campbell, Torrance, CA 

Jeff Pierce, Torrance, CA 

Faye Ryan, Torrance, CA 

Lynn Ryan, Torrance, CA 

Diana Waters, Torrance, CA 

Shelley Zagars, Torrance, CA 

Elissa Babiuk, Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Jinx Hydeman, Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Douglas McCormick, Trabuco Canyon, CA 



 
Theresa Hundchen, Tracy, CA 

Deborah Frame, Trinidad, CA 

Jen Gavin, Trinidad, CA 

Ron Melin, Trinidad, CA 

C E Mone, Trinidad, CA 

Glenn Ross, Trinidad, CA 

Brett Bell, Tujunga, CA 

Simone Boudriot, Tujunga, CA 

Probyn Gregory, Tujunga, CA 

Barbara Newton, Turlock, CA 

Everett A. Vieira III, Turlock, CA 

Perry Gx, Tustin, CA 

Stephen Bohac, Twain Harte, CA 

Beverly Tiner, Twentynine Palms, CA  

Olive Franklin, Ukiah, CA 

James McArdle, Ukiah, CA 

Tom McDonough, Ukiah, CA 

Eileen Mitro, Ukiah, CA 

Judi Walsh, Ukiah, CA 

Mark Winkler, Ukiah, CA 

George Wood, Ukiah, CA 

Shelley Abbate, Union City, CA 

Ernest Walters, Union City, CA 

Courtney Christoffer, Upland, CA 

Christine Hayes, Upland, CA 

Jay Jones, Upland, CA 

Jo Mandrell, Upland, CA 

Yvonne Smith, Upland, CA 

Nicole Amato, Vacaville, CA 

Nicole Antonelli, Vacaville, CA 

Denice Eldridge, Vacaville, CA 

Lorraine Lowry, Vacaville, CA 

Debra Reuter, Vacaville, CA 

Janice Boyd, Valencia, CA 

Sara Fogan, Valencia, CA 

Jane Casey, Vallejo, CA 

Suzanne Connors, Vallejo, CA 

Victoria Humphrey, Vallejo, CA 

Alicia Jackson, Vallejo, CA 

Carmen Klucsor, Vallejo, CA 

Nikki Nafziger, Vallejo, CA 

Kathleen Powell, Vallejo, CA 

Lana Touchstone, Vallejo, CA 

Florence Litton, Valley Center, CA 

Laura Diffenbaugh, Valley Springs, CA 

Gail Krieger, Valley Springs, CA 

Monica Smith, Valley Springs, CA 

Amy Fleiss, Valley Village, CA 

Cindee H, Valley Village, CA 

Darynne Jessler, Valley Village, CA  

Kim Nicholson, Valley Village, CA 

Jennifer Wilson, Valley Village, CA 

Dudley and Candace Campbell, Van Nuys, CA 

Reed Fenton, Van Nuys, CA 

Agnieszka Gocek, Van Nuys, CA 

Janet Laur, Van Nuys, CA 

Stephanie Proctor, Van Nuys, CA 

Ken Windrum, Van Nuys, CA 

Karen Brodkin, Venice, CA 

Jesse Croxton, Venice, CA 



 
Linda Eberle, Venice, CA 

Richard Horne, Venice, CA 

Kenneth Howard, Venice, CA 

Nan Lamb, Venice, CA 

Deborah Rumens, Venice, CA 

Ruth Seroussi, Venice, CA 

Titiphan Vutiprichar, Venice, CA 

Jennifer Abernathy, Ventura, CA 

Kathleen Applen, Ventura, CA 

Sherry Berry, Ventura, CA 

David Cotner, Ventura, CA 

Tim Covey, Ventura, CA 

Barbara Dincau, Ventura, CA 

Jamie Green, Ventura, CA 

Mabel Gulovsen, Ventura, CA 

Ms. Lilith, Ventura, CA 

Nina Minsky, Ventura, CA 

Kenneth Pennington, Ventura, CA 

Sherry Schafer, Ventura, CA 

Karen Socher, Ventura, CA 

Mary Stanistreet, Ventura, CA 

Melissa Vasconcellos, Ventura, CA 

Barbara Whyman, Ventura, CA 

Simone Fonseca, Victorville, CA 

Paula Lopez, Victorville, CA 

Carol Wiley, Victorville, CA 

Laurie Gorman, Visalia, CA 

Arlene Shayer, Visalia, CA 

Patricia A Marks, Vista, CA 

Jennifer Ball, Vista, CA 

Barbara Bernatovich, Vista, CA 

Tamara Bond, Vista, CA 

Ad Clayton, Vista, CA 

Angela Clayton, Vista, CA 

Tyler Fitzgerald, Vista, CA 

Mary Gilman, Vista, CA 

Chad Kapusta, Vista, CA 

Marilyn Baldwin, Volcano, CA 

Erfin Hartojo, Walnut, CA 

Jackie Samallo, Walnut, CA 

Richard Saretsky, Walnut, CA 

Rita Thio, Walnut, CA 

Ana Belle, Walnut Creek, CA 

Constantine Bogios, Walnut Creek, CA 

Colleena Brazen, Walnut Creek, CA 

Thomas Brustman, Walnut Creek, CA 

Colleen Dowd, Walnut Creek, CA 

Dale Drouin, Walnut Creek, CA 

Ruth Felix, Walnut Creek, CA 

Julia Fuller, Walnut Creek, CA 

Madelaine Georgette, Walnut Creek, CA 

Marsha Goodman, Walnut Creek, CA 

Janicedotherighthing Greenberg, Walnut Creek, 

CA 

Barbara Greenwood, Walnut Creek, CA 

Helen Hays, Walnut Creek, CA 

Barb Linc, Walnut Creek, CA 

Michele Dawn Sanderson, Walnut Creek, CA 

Karen Savelich, Walnut Creek, CA 

J. Schaffell, Walnut Creek, CA 



 
Andrea Schauer, Walnut Creek, CA 

David Wendt, Walnut Creek, CA 

Suzanne Nevins, Warner Springs, CA  

Paul Cheney, Watsonville, CA 

Michael Craib, Watsonville, CA 

Mary Doane, Watsonville, CA 

Monica Gordon, Watsonville, CA 

Valerie Justus-Rusconi, Watsonville, CA 

Sarah Peck, Watsonville, CA 

Michael C. Ford and Richard B. Marks, 

Watsonville, CA 

Celeste Stanik, Watsonville, CA 

Shireen Nickel, Weed, CA 

Diana Sottana, Weed, CA 

Maria Fraga, West Covina, CA 

Georgina Perez, West Covina, CA 

Consuelo Rovirosa, West Covina, CA 

Jeanne Schuster, West Covina, CA 

Shari Becker, West Hills, CA 

Rebecca Clark, West Hills, CA 

Linda Howie, West Hills, CA 

Pilar Zorrilla, West Hills, CA 

David Aronovitch, West Hollywood, CA 

Abbie Bernstein, West Hollywood, CA 

Howard H. Holmes, West Hollywood, CA 

Susan Mathison, West Hollywood, CA 

Tameka Murrain, West Hollywood, CA 

Christina Nillo, West Hollywood, CA 

Paul Stanley, West Hollywood, CA 

Agnew Wilson, West Hollywood, CA 

Signe Wetteland, West Sacramento, CA 

Barbara E., Westlake Village, CA 

Stacey Keller, Westlake Village, CA 

Heather Kovach, Westlake Village, CA 

Theron Akers, Westminster, CA 

David Cristini, Westminster, CA 

Brandon Lowentrout, Westminster, CA 

Tina Colafranceschi, Whitethorn, CA 

Walter Huitema, Whittier, CA 

Vanessa Leal, Whittier, CA  

Michaell Allen, Willits, CA 

Stacey Rohrbaugh, Willits, CA 

Sally Wieland, Willits, CA 

Matthew Culmore, Windsor, CA 

Claudia Piaseckyj, Winnetka, CA 

Charles Raines, Winnetka, CA 

Bita Edwards, Woodacre, CA 

Susan Pelican, Woodland, CA 

Bronwen Hughes, Woodland Hills, CA 

Stephanie Larro, Woodland Hills, CA 

Debra Lawrence, Woodland Hills, CA 

Jollee Saphier, Woodland Hills, CA 

Eva Thomas, Woodside, CA 

Dianne Ostrow, Wrightwood, CA 

C Rivera, X, CA 

Susan Wayne, Xxx, CA 

Marilyn Adams, Yorba Linda, CA 

Kathleen Fernandez, Yorba Linda, CA 

Barry Lovinger, Yorba Linda, CA 

Gabriel Graubner, Yountville, CA 



 
Charles Heinrichs, Yreka, CA 

Linda Freeman, Yuba City, CA 

Ashley Millard, Yuba City, CA 

Norm Wilmes, Yuba City, CA 

Gilbert Crabtree, Yucaipa, CA 

Lundi Belleau, Yucca Valley, CA 

Renaldo Gonzalez, Yucca Valley, CA 

Darlene Morris, Yucca Valley, CA 

Ardis Breslauer, CA 

Yasmin Chitty, CA 

Sophie Ciurlik Rittenbaum, CA 

Gary Connaught, CA 

Kim Ferlazzo, CA 

Hope Hendricks, CA 

Elizabeth Lehr, CA 

Alvaro Reyes, CA  

Sharon Steuer, CA 

Alejandra Tolley, CA 

James Yonts, CA 

Morgan Folger, Denver, CO 

Doug Flack, New York, NY 

David Rauenzahn, Portland, OR 

Rebecca Brown, Merion Station, PA 

Michelle Barbour, Bullard, TX 

 



 

 

California Fish and Game Commission 

P.O. Box 944209 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

 

November 30th, 2023 

 

Re: Petition to Modify CA Marine Protected Area Network to Enhance Protections for California’s 

Most Resilient Kelp Forests; Petition to Increase Level of Protection and Streamline Enforcement for 

Several California State MPAs  

 

Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners,  

 

From the foothills of the Sierras to the seaside of the Central Coast, Californians care about our ocean and the 

life that calls it home. That’s why we are submitting the attached 7,549 signatures in support of our petitions 

for rulemaking in the Decadal Management Review adaptive management process.  

 

Each of the 7,549 people signed the following letter:  

 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

 

California’s coastline is home to stunning beaches, amazing wildlife, and is a true treasure for 
everyone who lives in or visits our state. That’s why we’ve invested in protecting this ocean heritage 

through the creation of our state network of marine protected areas. Just like state parks on land, 
these areas help protect and restore ocean life. 

 

Now we have an opportunity to strengthen this network through the Decadal Management Review. I 
urge you to use this process to advance your important goal of protecting 30% of our state waters by 

2030. Specifically, I urge you to expand the network to protect the state’s last remaining kelp forests, 
critical homes to fish and sea otters, and to strengthen existing areas that don’t yet provide high levels 

of protection for ocean life. 

 

With your leadership, California can expand this network of ocean parks to create a brighter future 

for our state’s ocean life and continue to lead the country in ocean conservation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

By expanding the state’s MPA network to better protect areas of stable kelp and by strengthening protections 

for areas not currently achieving their conservation outcomes due to weak or confusing regulations, the state 

can help our coasts adapt and thrive in the face of rising temperatures and emerging threats.  

 

With your leadership, we can create a better future for California’s coastal ecosystems and the wildlife that 

calls them home.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Deehan 

Director 

Environment California 

Environment California Research & Policy Center

 

  



 

Betty Canter, Agoura Hills, CA  

Cathy Crum, Agoura Hills, CA 

Diane King, Agoura Hills, CA 

Tamara Lesser, Agoura Hills, CA 

Brian Jeffery, Aguanga, CA 

Amber Bales, Alameda, CA 

John Brooks, Alameda, CA 

Barbara Cone, Alameda, CA 

Zachary Gray, Alameda, CA 

Mike Kehl, Alameda, CA 

Angie Klein, Alameda, CA 

Andre Kruglikov, Alameda, CA 

Brian J McGuire, Alameda, CA 

Andrew Mueckenberger, Alameda, CA 

Alexandra Mummery, Alameda, CA 

Jack Rafferty, Alameda, CA 

Gina Rivera, Alameda, CA 

Barbara Snethen  Alameda, CA 

James Stehr, Alameda, CA 

Joshua Summit, Alameda, CA 

Kathryn Warner, Alameda, CA 

Ehren Mierau, Alamo, CA 

Sandra Beckley, Albany, CA 

Linda Berkowitz, Albany, CA 

Susan Burr, Albany, CA 

Bart Grossman, Albany, CA 

Tami Jordan, Albany, CA 

Raymond Neutra, Albany, CA 

Paula Rini, Albany, CA 

Steven Schultz, Albany, CA 

Kym Sterner, Albany, CA 

Michael Sullivan, Albany, CA 

Araceli Aviles, Alhambra, CA 

Cindy Coty, Alhambra, CA 

Lynda Harris, Alhambra, CA 

Joseph Manza, Alhambra, CA  

John Perez, Alhambra, CA  

Alec Taratula, Alhambra, CA 

Annetta Bettis, Aliso Viejo, CA 

Andrea Bonnett, Altadena, CA 

Jason Capell, Altadena, CA 

Patrick Ela, Altadena, CA 

Andre Ettinger, Altadena, CA 

Beth Herndobler, Altadena, CA 

Joan Kahn, Altadena, CA 

Althea Kennedy, Altadena, CA 

Carol Lachata, Altadena, CA 

Linda Nishio, Altadena, CA 

Julie Parker, Altadena, CA 

Allan Wasserman, Altadena, CA 
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Susannah Baxendale, Culver City, CA  
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Kristi Wilson, Escondido, CA 

Delight Wisniewski, Escondido, CA 
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Gayle Mitchell, Fresno, CA 
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James Grant, Glendale, CA 
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Dawnielle Burich, Goleta, CA 

Irene Cooke, Goleta, CA 

Martin Henderson, Goleta, CA 
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Renee ONeil, Highland, CA 

Robert Vargas, Highland, CA 

Kathleen Callaghan, Hollister, CA 

Monica Sharp, Holtville, CA 

Tina Moody, Hopland, CA 

Paul Barkmeier, Huntington Beach, CA 

Buffie Channel, Huntington Beach, CA 

Carol Comparsi, Huntington Beach, CA 

Laura Davidson, Huntington Beach, CA  

Tim Denton, Huntington Beach, CA  

Vicki Dipaolo, Huntington Beach, CA 

Myrrha Eberly, Huntington Beach, CA 

Kathy Hanson, Huntington Beach, CA 

Beverly Heiberg, Huntington Beach, CA 

Vicki Hughes, Huntington Beach, CA 
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Charlotte Rolle, Ione, CA 

James Beirne, Irvine, CA 
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Nicole Bergman, La Canada Flintridge, CA 

LouAnne Insprucker, La Canada Flintridge, CA 
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Richard Gallo, Santa Cruz, CA 

Julie Hughes, Santa Cruz, CA 

Gail Jack, Santa Cruz, CA 

KEVIN KEEDY, Santa Cruz, CA 

Lizann Keyes, Santa Cruz, CA 

Mary Anne Kramer-Urner, Santa Cruz, CA 

Nancy Krusoe, Santa Cruz, CA 

Mary Kuntz-Cote, Santa Cruz, CA 

Sarah Limroth, Santa Cruz, CA 

Sheryl Loomis, Santa Cruz, CA 

Scott Malsom, Santa Cruz, CA 

Kevin Manning, Santa Cruz, CA 

Janice Manov, Santa Cruz, CA 

Karsten Mueller, Santa Cruz, CA 

Vivienne Orgel, Santa Cruz, CA 

Josh Pederson, Santa Cruz, CA 

Rebecca Peet, Santa Cruz, CA 

Ron Pomerantz, Santa Cruz, CA 

Elizabeth Potts, Santa Cruz, CA 

Benjamin Ramsden-Stein, Santa Cruz, CA 

Dave Rundio, Santa Cruz, CA 



 

Mary Scheller, Santa Cruz, CA 

Jonathan Scher, Santa Cruz, CA  

Kirsten Schwind, Santa Cruz, CA  

Laura Shaw, Santa Cruz, CA 

Pela Tomasello, Santa Cruz, CA 

Sylvia Vairo, Santa Cruz, CA 

Marilyn Veltrop, Santa Cruz, CA 

Patrice Wallace, Santa Cruz, CA 

Russell Weisz, Santa Cruz, CA 

Carlos Arnold, Santa Maria, CA 

Constance Ford, Santa Maria, CA 

Roger Hart, Santa Maria, CA 

Nancy Heck, Santa Maria, CA 

James Kitagawa, Santa Maria, CA 

Jim Mckinniss, Santa Maria, CA 

Kristina Allen, Santa Monica, CA 

Grisel Arriaga, Santa Monica, CA 

Karen Bailey, Santa Monica, CA 

Susan Black, Santa Monica, CA 

Emmanuelle Bourlier, Santa Monica, CA 

Chris Bradford, Santa Monica, CA 

Sherry Brourman, Santa Monica, CA 

Elizabeth Chang, Santa Monica, CA 

Phyllis Chavez, Santa Monica, CA 

Catherine Corwin, Santa Monica, CA 

Lauri Crane, Santa Monica, CA 

Linda Davis, Santa Monica, CA 

Guillemette Epailly, Santa Monica, CA 

Gina Garcia, Santa Monica, CA 

Mohammad Ghorbanali, Santa Monica, CA 

Pris Haffenden, Santa Monica, CA 

Amelia Jones, Santa Monica, CA 

Patricia Joubert, Santa Monica, CA 

Kathy Knight, Santa Monica, CA 

Cathy Ladman, Santa Monica, CA 

Ralf Leeb, Santa Monica, CA 

Daryl Marsh, Santa Monica, CA 

Kristy Martin, Santa Monica, CA  

Anne Munitz, Santa Monica, CA  

Ted Myers, Santa Monica, CA 

Brian Olson, Santa Monica, CA 

Steven Perez, Santa Monica, CA 

Jerry Persky, Santa Monica, CA 

Jayne Pitchford, Santa Monica, CA 

Donna Presley, Santa Monica, CA 

Sophie Robertson, Santa Monica, CA 

Mary Romanek, Santa Monica, CA 

Adrian Roup, Santa Monica, CA 

D. Rowe, Santa Monica, CA 

Myra Schegloff, Santa Monica, CA 

Gary Shapiro, Santa Monica, CA 

Nancy Smith, Santa Monica, CA 

Roberto Tinti, Santa Monica, CA 

Frank Uddo, Santa Monica, CA 

Bobbygoode Zancan, Santa Monica, CA 

Harriet Zaretsky, Santa Monica, CA 

George Burnham, Santa Paula, CA 

Stephen Wolpin, Santa Paula, CA 

Cristina Amarillas, Santa Rosa, CA 

Paul Bishop, Santa Rosa, CA 



 

Margaret Buhn, Santa Rosa, CA 

Sandra Capecci, Santa Rosa, CA 

Phallon Davis, Santa Rosa, CA 

Janet Drew, Santa Rosa, CA 

Richard Fairfield, Santa Rosa, CA 

Yona Flemming, Santa Rosa, CA 

Fred Friedland, Santa Rosa, CA 

Maureen Gevirtz, Santa Rosa, CA 

Penny Hamilton, Santa Rosa, CA 

Philip Hansten, Santa Rosa, CA 

Michael Hutchison, Santa Rosa, CA 

Robin Jurs, Santa Rosa, CA 

C Mcguirk, Santa Rosa, CA 

Bob Miller, Santa Rosa, CA   

Erin Moilanen, Santa Rosa, CA  

Richard Nolen, Santa Rosa, CA 

Norma Ortman, Santa Rosa, CA 

Shirley Phillips, Santa Rosa, CA 

Gary Pischke, Santa Rosa, CA 

Daniel Podell, Santa Rosa, CA 

Cindi Rivas, Santa Rosa, CA 

Joe Salazar, Santa Rosa, CA 

Gail Seymour, Santa Rosa, CA 

Marcia Sheaves, Santa Rosa, CA 

Olaina Silva, Santa Rosa, CA 

Paige Sobel, Santa Rosa, CA 

Anton Teytaud, Santa Rosa, CA 

David Vandeveer, Santa Rosa, CA 

April West, Santa Rosa, CA 

Rhea Zaks, Santa Rosa, CA 

Sebastian Allinder, Santee, CA 

James Braun, Santee, CA 

Theresa McCarthy, Santee, CA 

Greg Denari, Saratoga, CA 

Mike Finck, Sausalito, CA 

Tricia Gellman, Sausalito, CA 

Evan Jane Kriss, Sausalito, CA 

Mary Mongan, Sausalito, CA 

Jason Tunnell, Sausalito, CA 

Margaret Ward, Sausalito, CA 

Rob Dun, Scotts Valley, CA 

Megan Hawk, Scotts Valley, CA 

Barry Buckheim, Seal Beach, CA 

Julie Ford, Seal Beach, CA 

Jillian Gallery, Seal Beach, CA 

Pamela Miller, Seal Beach, CA 

Brent Spencer, Seal Beach, CA 

Felicia Bander, Sebastopol, CA 

Edith Barry, Sebastopol, CA 

Jacqueline Braun, Sebastopol, CA  

Glenn Finch, Sebastopol, CA  

Anna Kaufman, Sebastopol, CA 

Joe LeBlanc, Sebastopol, CA 

William Olzman, Sebastopol, CA 

Tamara Voyles, Sebastopol, CA 

Amanda Zangara, Sebastopol, CA 

Mark Coller, Shasta Lake, CA 

Lisa Salazar, Shasta Lake, CA 

Gene Arias, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Carol Becker, Sherman Oaks, CA 



 

Georgia Brewer, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Mark Fletcher, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Caroline Good, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Cathy Janacua, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Dwayne Jones, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Samar Lachini, Sherman Oaks, CA 

RICHARD AND SHARON MAYER, Sherman 

Oaks, CA 

Gaye Nelson, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Patrick Pade, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Amanda Palley, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Alison Reisel, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Patricia Ritter, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Mox Ruge, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Giuliano Sartori, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Kay Steele, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Leslie Tolan, Sherman Oaks, CA 

Sherri Donlon, Shingle Springs, CA 

Elizabeth Ball, Sierra Madre, CA 

Patricia Barron, Sierra Madre, CA 

Robert Buckner, Sierra Madre, CA 

Renee Cossutta, Sierra Madre, CA 

Jacqueline Fisher, Sierra Madre, CA 

John Lamb, Sierra Madre, CA 

Jill Sumiyasu, Sierra Madre, CA 

Natalie Garth, Silverado, CA 

Nina Macdonald, Silverado, CA  

Jerry Dewitt, Simi Valley, CA  

Gina Howell, Simi Valley, CA 

Katrina Livingston, Simi Valley, CA 

K. C. Mccarthy, Simi Valley, CA 

Madison Mitchell, Simi Valley, CA 

Gulshan Oomerjee, Simi Valley, CA 

brooke schick, Simi Valley, CA 

Jessica Smith, Simi Valley, CA 

Laurie Neill, Smith River, CA 

Christy Bulskov, Solana Beach, CA 

Susan Kirkpatrick, Solana Beach, CA 

Sheila Silan, Somerset, CA 

Linda Whitney, Somerset, CA 

Diane Baarbera, Sonoma, CA 

Tarney Baldinger, Sonoma, CA 

Lana Bruski, Sonoma, CA 

Kate Farrell, Sonoma, CA 

John Feissel, Sonoma, CA 

Francesca Fifis, Sonoma, CA 

Avram Goldman, Sonoma, CA 

Kent Iverson, Sonoma, CA 

Barbara Jacobsen, Sonoma, CA 

Andrew Keasler, Sonoma, CA 

Kris Kelly, Sonoma, CA 

Elizabeth Vaughn, Sonoma, CA 

Shelley Winn, Sonoma, CA 

Michelle Allison, Sonora, CA 

Leslie Kowalczyk, Sonora, CA 

Sharon Rose, Sonora, CA 

Kathy Berry, Soquel, CA 

Robert Darcy, Soquel, CA 

Gary Landgrebe, Soquel, CA 

Pamela Machutt, Soquel, CA 



 

Leslie Potenzo, Soquel, CA 

Cecelia Crane, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

Morgan Machen, South Lake Tahoe, CA  

Max Benavidez, South Pasadena, CA  

Norman Bentson, South Pasadena, CA 

Heather Clyde, South Pasadena, CA 

Kelly Finley, South Pasadena, CA 

Thomas Fong, South Pasadena, CA 

Sandra Kitto, South Pasadena, CA 

Joshua Klaparda, South Pasadena, CA 

Karin Manger, South Pasadena, CA 

Sandra Zicke, South San Francisco, CA 

Jennifer Bradford, Spring Valley, CA 

George Schieck, Spring Valley, CA 

Terrie Smith, Spring Valley, CA 

Toni Watson, Spring Valley, CA 

Rachel Gibson, Stanford, CA 

Monika Greenleaf, Stanford, CA 

Janice Beyer, Stockton, CA 

Jackie Bronder, Stockton, CA 

Paul Takhar, Stockton, CA 

Sheena Bhindie, Studio City, CA 

Christopher Brown, Studio City, CA 

Andrew Hyman, Studio City, CA 

Nancy Knipe, Studio City, CA 

Susan Lea, Studio City, CA 

Elisa Marsh, Studio City, CA 

Aaron Mendelsohn, Studio City, CA 

Suzanne Naegle, Studio City, CA 

Julie Skille, Studio City, CA 

Natalia Spornik, Studio City, CA 

Jeremy Trimm, Suisun City, CA 

Robin Van Tassell, Summerland, CA 

Katharine Warner, Sunland, CA 

Kimberly Zimmerman, Sunland, CA 

Victoria Armigo, Sunnyvale, CA 

Scott Barlow, Sunnyvale, CA 

Ernest Boyd, Sunnyvale, CA 

Lenore Cohen, Sunnyvale, CA  

Susan Johnson, Sunnyvale, CA  

Liana Laskin, Sunnyvale, CA 

Iztok Marjanovic, Sunnyvale, CA 

Robert Park, Sunnyvale, CA 

Mark Philips, Sunnyvale, CA 

Bryan Richter, Sunnyvale, CA 

John Robbins, Sunnyvale, CA 

Kris Stadelman, Sunnyvale, CA 

Gerald Tinder, Sunnyvale, CA 

Rose-Marie Twu, Sunnyvale, CA 

Mary White, Sunnyvale, CA 

Sandra Hendricks, Sutter Creek, CA 

Delores Abramson, Sylmar, CA 

Diane Boucher, Sylmar, CA 

Paul Enders, Sylmar, CA 

Robert Iaccino, Sylmar, CA 

Nancy Nolen, Sylmar, CA 

Vicki Smith, Sylmar, CA 

Andrew Patton, Tahoe Vista, CA 

Frank Watts, Tahoe Vista, CA 

El. Pe., Talmage, CA 



 

Louise Bianco, Tarzana, CA 

Cecly Corbett, Tarzana, CA 

Roger Hollander, Tarzana, CA 

Beth Hamilton, Tehachapi, CA 

Deborah Hand, Tehachapi, CA 

Gary Baker, Temecula, CA 

Richard Blain, Temecula, CA 

Holly Hall, Temecula, CA 

Sofia Okolowicz, Temecula, CA 

Anthony Terich, Temecula, CA 

Christine Lew, Temple City, CA 

Linda Skorheim, Temple City, CA 

Cassie A. Murphy, Templeton, CA 

Deborah Filipelli, PhD, The Sea Ranch, CA 

Victoria Behar, Thousand Oaks, CA  

Bob Fryer, Thousand Oaks, CA  

Ibia Gomez, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Marc Orfanos, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Katherine Strong, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Richard Sugerman, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Paul Teplitz, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Karissa Turner, Thousand Oaks, CA 

Douglas Foster, Three Rivers, CA 

Lorraine Grace, Tiburon, CA 

Timothy McCollum, Tollhouse, CA 

Marti Hale, Toluca Lake, CA 

Madelyn Hodges, Tomales, CA 

Donna Cetorelli, Topanga, CA 

Mae Hein, Topanga, CA 

Jon Povill, Topanga, CA 

Nora Slattery, Topanga, CA 

Adrien Thein-Sandler, Topanga, CA 

Penelope Ward, Topanga, CA 

Ruth Ehrenberg, Torrance, CA 

Joyce Harrington, Torrance, CA 

Edwin Miller, Torrance, CA 

Faye Ryan, Torrance, CA 

Erin Suyehara, Torrance, CA 

Mary Walker, Torrance, CA 

Jinx Hydeman, Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Deborah Mueller, Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Karen Negus, Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Gloria Sefton, Trabuco Canyon, CA 

Vasuki Nijagal, Tracy, CA 

David Freeman, Truckee, CA 

Brett Bell, Tujunga, CA 

Darlene Goguen, Tujunga, CA 

Probyn Gregory, Tujunga, CA 

Charleen Schendel, Turlock, CA 

Everett A. Vieira III, Turlock, CA 

Perry Gx, Tustin, CA  

Veronica Noguer, Tustin, CA  

Jim Estus, Twentynine Palms, CA 

Jorge DeCecco, Ukiah, CA 

Tisha Douthwaite, Ukiah, CA 

Mary Gustafson, Ukiah, CA 

Lisa Hillegas, Ukiah, CA 

Judy Morgan, Ukiah, CA 

Raymond Radell, Ukiah, CA 

Ernest Walters, Union City, CA 



 

Courtney Christoffer, Upland, CA 

Kristen Osman, Upland, CA 

Yvonne Smith, Upland, CA 

Janet Sturgeon, Upland, CA 

Becky Cecena, Vacaville, CA 

Michael Heffernan, Vacaville, CA 

Lorraine Lowry, Vacaville, CA 

Adrianne. Micco, Vacaville, CA 

Carole Lutness, Valencia, CA 

Donald Van Santen, Valencia, CA 

Karen Black, Vallejo, CA 

Valerie Duda, Vallejo, CA 

Karen Eft, Vallejo, CA 

Jocelyn Graef, Vallejo, CA 

Ann Harrison, Vallejo, CA 

Lorri Humberd, Vallejo, CA 

David Macdonald, Vallejo, CA 

Diane Merrick, Vallejo, CA 

Marni Nacheff, Vallejo, CA 

Nikki Nafziger, Vallejo, CA 

Dave Smail, Vallejo, CA 

Carrie Trochet, Vallejo, CA 

Lenette Weishaar, Vallejo, CA 

Laura Diffenbaugh, Valley Springs, CA 

Gerald Vietor, Valley Springs, CA 

Laura Holmes, Valley Village, CA 

Darynne Jessler, Valley Village, CA  

Anne Kurtzman, Valley Village, CA  

Andrew Sigal, Valley Village, CA 

Stokes Stanzi, Valley Village, CA 

Dianna Davidson, Van Nuys, CA 

Valerie Ferrante, Van Nuys, CA 

Mark Heiliger, Van Nuys, CA 

Susan Jones, Van Nuys, CA 

Janet Laur, Van Nuys, CA 

Vicki Modesti, Van Nuys, CA 

Ana Reedy, Van Nuys, CA 

P Soucek, Van Nuys, CA 

Ken Windrum, Van Nuys, CA 

Jesse Croxton, Venice, CA 

Ann Ducommun, Venice, CA 

Arnaud Dunoyer, Venice, CA 

Zoe Friedman, Venice, CA 

Frank Krentzman, Venice, CA 

Linda Laisure, Venice, CA 

Nancy Lombardi, Venice, CA 

Brendan Miller, Venice, CA 

Ruth Seroussi, Venice, CA 

Chris Tilly, Venice, CA 

Jamie Wolf, Venice, CA 

Farrah Zeigler, Venice, CA 

Robert Brunner, Ventura, CA 

Gary Channer, Ventura, CA 

David Cotner, Ventura, CA 

Laura Elam, Ventura, CA 

Jamie Green, Ventura, CA 

Suzanne Guthrie, Ventura, CA 

Helen Johnson, Ventura, CA 

Erin Kraus, Ventura, CA 

Elizabeth Ladiana, Ventura, CA 



 

Jan Langer, Ventura, CA 

Carrie Mc, Ventura, CA 

Jane Niehaus-Tull, Ventura, CA  

Mary Stanistreet, Ventura, CA  

Wendy Steiger, Ventura, CA 

Elaine Stephenson, Ventura, CA 

Krista Stevenson, Ventura, CA 

Chelsea Sutula, Ventura, CA 

Mike Trivich Trivich, Ventura, CA 

Melissa Vasconcellos, Ventura, CA 

LeAnn Walters, Ventura, CA 

Kathy Yeomans, Ventura, CA 

Carol Wiley, Victorville, CA 

Alonna Farrar, Vista, CA 

James Hagar, Vista, CA 

Joleen Hirscher, Vista, CA 

Trisha Pahmeier, Vista, CA 

Constance Youens, Vista, CA 

Keith Forrest, Volcano, CA 

Michael Shapiro, W. Hollywood, CA 

Chris Dissanayake, Walnut, CA 

Erfin Hartojo, Walnut, CA 

Rita Thio, Walnut, CA 

Sarah Adams, Walnut Creek, CA 

Ana Belle, Walnut Creek, CA 

Nancy Bocanegra, Walnut Creek, CA 

Susan Desmond, Walnut Creek, CA 

Lu Einer, Walnut Creek, CA 

Annette Eisenbergsmith, Walnut Creek, CA 

Julia Fuller, Walnut Creek, CA 

Janicedotherighthing Greenberg, Walnut Creek, 

CA 

Barbara Greenwood, Walnut Creek, CA 

Joan Johnston, Walnut Creek, CA 

Emmanuel Lagpacan, Walnut Creek, CA 

Barb Linc, Walnut Creek, CA 

Anne M Stewart, Walnut Creek, CA 

Ginger Megley, Walnut Creek, CA 

Patricia Raso, Walnut Creek, CA 

Stanley Smith, Walnut Creek, CA  

Nancy Thursby, Walnut Creek, CA  

Jan Warren, Walnut Creek, CA 

David Wendt, Walnut Creek, CA 

Virginia Wheaton, Walnut Creek, CA 

Randall Wiley, Walnut Creek, CA 

Pam Nelson, Warner Springs, CA 

Marguerite Barragan, Watsonville, CA 

Paul Cheney, Watsonville, CA 

Joe Gallagher, Watsonville, CA 

Ana Hernandez, Watsonville, CA 

Roberta Krenz, Watsonville, CA 

Laura Maitra, Watsonville, CA 

Steffany Mccabe, Watsonville, CA 

Sarah Peck, Watsonville, CA 

Celeste Stanik, Watsonville, CA 

Susan Hazard, Weaverville, CA 

Randolph Yates, Weaverville, CA 

John Brennan, Weed, CA 

John Allen, West Covina, CA 

Lauren Flahive, West Covina, CA 



 

Meilee Langi, West Covina, CA 

Donald Overlin, West Covina, CA 

Fernando Ramirez, West Covina, CA 

Susan Zaragoza, West Covina, CA 

Rebecca Clark, West Hills, CA 

Paul Hogan, West Hills, CA 

Linda Howie, West Hills, CA 

Abbie Bernstein, West Hollywood, CA 

Howard H. Holmes, West Hollywood, CA 

Susan Mathison, West Hollywood, CA 

Christina Nillo, West Hollywood, CA 

Kathy Scher, West Hollywood, CA 

Dolores Scozzesi, West Hollywood, CA 

Jon Sperry, West Hollywood, CA 

Andrew Hamilton, West Sacramento, CA 

Signe Wetteland, West Sacramento, CA  

Barbara E., Westlake Village, CA  

Jeanne Harrison, Westlake Village, CA 

Lia Woodward, Westlake Village, CA 

Michael Lawler, Westminster, CA 

Brandon Lowentrout, Westminster, CA 

Tina Colafranceschi, Whitethorn, CA 

Jo Beede, Whittier, CA 

Narcissa Enzmann, Whittier, CA 

Vanessa Leal, Whittier, CA 

Robert Palomino, Whittier, CA 

Jose Rodriguez, Whittier, CA 

Jan Joe, Windsor, CA 

Barbara Lyon, Windsor, CA 

Allison Mcconnell, Windsor, CA 

Susan Bohannon, Winnetka, CA 

Andre Plessis, Winnetka, CA 

Caryn Banque, Woodland, CA 

Kay Bogart, Woodland, CA 

Donna Bousquet, Woodland, CA 

Sheri Masterson, Woodland, CA 

Ellie Slaven, Woodland, CA 

Gretchen Smurr, Woodland, CA 

Susan George-Rydberg, Woodland Hills, CA 

Bobbi Goldin, Woodland Hills, CA 

Michael Goldman, Woodland Hills, CA 

Willie Hill, Woodland Hills, CA 

Arax Lanman, Woodland Hills, CA 

Stephanie Larro, Woodland Hills, CA 

Lorraine Priceman, Woodland Hills, CA 

Victoria Riskin, Woodland Hills, CA 

Jollee Saphier, Woodland Hills, CA 

Marc Tarpenning, Woodside, CA 

Kathleen Fernandez, Yorba Linda, CA 

Peggie Kirkpatrick, Yorba Linda, CA 

Ben Mckinstry, Yorba Linda, CA 

Gabriel Graubner, Yountville, CA   

Carole Evers, Yucaipa, CA  

Kt Gates-Waldrup, Yucaipa, CA 

Jo Bollen, Yucca Valley, CA 

Rose Bachman, CA 90001  

Leonardo Corro, CA 90001  

Penelope Daily, CA 90001  

Adrian Juarez, CA 90001  

Denise Miceli, CA 90001  



 

Michele Carrizalez, CA 90002  

Julio Robledo, CA 90003  

Vanessa Bayer, CA 90004  

Shirley Hey, CA 90004  

Glen Morgan, CA 90004  

Grant Sloss, CA 90004  

Jeremy Tague, CA 90004  

Candy Kaiser, CA 90005  

David Mack, CA 90005  

Henry Muniz, CA 90005  

Jorge Valle-Artiga, CA 90005  

Michelle Rito, CA 90006  

Tripthi Kamath, CA 90007  

Beth Palkovic, CA 90007  

Joshua Yeargain, CA 90007  

Gail Gentry, CA 90008  

Fred Mosbey, CA 90008  

Scott Baird, CA 90010  

Jessie Hahn, CA 90010  

Barbara Hoke, CA 90010  

Hector Arroyo, CA 90011  

Bruce Stout, CA 90011  

Lisa Callahan, CA 90012  

Wendy Vinglinsky, CA 90012  

Narda Zacchino, CA 90012  

Drex Heikes, CA 90013  

Jolie Krance, CA 90013  

J Magnuson, CA 90013  

Adam Miller, CA 90013  

Sigmund Palasek, CA 90013  

Michael Vizcarrondo, CA 90013   

Linda Desola, CA 90014  

Andrew Matson, CA 90014  

Glicelia Avila, CA 90015  

Chad Sarver, CA 90015  

Ricky Shum, CA 90015  

Gary Williams, CA 90015  

Theodore Burton, CA 90016  

Michael Damanskis, CA 90016  

Victoria Kemsley, CA 90016  

Joan Benjamin, CA 90017  

Lisa Shinavier, CA 90018  

Jo Trigo, CA 90018  

Sarah Boldt, CA 90019  

Dejarne Bourne, CA 90019  

Sharron Craig, CA 90019  

Brian Dent, CA 90019  

Uri Fleming, CA 90019  

Jennifer Griffin, CA 90019  

Julia Hasen, CA 90019  

Ksenia Koban, CA 90019  

Jane Martin, CA 90019  

Jaimie Mullens, CA 90019  

Thuyvan Nguyen, CA 90019  

Kevin Proulx, CA 90019  

Daniel Shapiro, CA 90019  

Melody Thornton, CA 90019  

Karen Tillman, CA 90019  

Daniel Yoo, CA 90019  

James Jackson, CA 90020  



 

Gerald Park, CA 90020  

Alexandra Weinberger, CA 90020  

Amishi Shah, CA 90021  

Mills Davis, CA 90022  

Steven Baaden, CA 90024  

Geoffrey Bogeaus, CA 90024  

Geoff Bywater, CA 90024   

Susan Friedman, CA 90024  

Janet Hirsch, CA 90024  

Melodie Hollander, CA 90024  

Kiera Kosciolek, CA 90024  

Christine Oldenbrook, CA 90024  

Kevin Poirier, CA 90024  

Wendy Richmond, CA 90024  

Phillip Savenick, CA 90024  

Joel Smith, CA 90024  

Jeremy Vernon, CA 90024  

Joseph Ziomek, CA 90024  

Philip Bartolf, CA 90025  

Phyllis Gabriel, CA 90025  

Kathryn Hyder, CA 90025  

Harriet Levine, CA 90025  

Rachel Mcclard, CA 90025  

Harvey Myman, CA 90025  

John Stapleton, CA 90025  

Danielle Stclair, CA 90025  

Rosie Alvarenga, CA 90026  

Rochelle Bassarear, CA 90026  

Hugo Chavez, CA 90026  

Danika Choe, CA 90026  

Henry Estrada, CA 90026  

Jonathan Gibson, CA 90026  

Melissa Jones, CA 90026  

Margaret Kingsbury, CA 90026  

Raen Malone, CA 90026  

Frances Maloney, CA 90026  

Rebecca Rufer, CA 90026  

Toby Tannenbaum, CA 90026  

Alison Waller, CA 90026  

Paul Brittain, CA 90027  

Devlyn Corrigan, CA 90027  

Morgan Doverpearl, CA 90027  

Terri Foster, CA 90027   

Kathryn Nelson, CA 90027  

Jb Popplewell, CA 90027  

Autumn Reeser, CA 90027  

Manuel Rodriguez, CA 90027  

Michele Sohnen, CA 90027  

Zackary Taylor, CA 90027  

Lisa Wallace, CA 90027  

Lisa Carney, CA 90028  

Melissa Gelmo, CA 90028  

Kendra Miller, CA 90028  

Coleen Novak, CA 90028  

Morgan Bleuel, CA 90029  

Suzanne Carney, CA 90029  

Andrew Gage, CA 90029  

Jessica Rosen, CA 90029  

Gustavo Torres, CA 90029  

Audrey Arkins, CA 90031  



 

Lourdes Beltran, CA 90031  

Nathana Schooler, CA 90031  

Misty Arceneaux, CA 90032  

Tony Beck, CA 90032  

Zoely Biel, CA 90032  

Raymond Dangelo, CA 90032  

Arturo Jauregui, CA 90032  

George Torres, CA 90032  

Jazmin Ortega, CA 90033  

Mitchell Roberts, CA 90033  

Annie Wong, CA 90033  

Victoria Brago, CA 90034  

Gonzalez Cani, CA 90034  

Stanley Coleite, CA 90034  

Cristina Cruz, CA 90034  

Claudia Garcia, CA 90034  

David Hawthorne, CA 90034  

Elisa Iovine, CA 90034  

Delia Lopez, CA 90034   

Annie Orange, CA 90034  

Nicole Pina, CA 90034  

Tucker Poindexter, CA 90034  

Michael Raileanu, CA 90034  

Collin Reynolds, CA 90034  

Elizabeth Rose, CA 90034  

Frank Sorkin, CA 90034  

Bernestine Taylor, CA 90034  

Brandon Vineyard, CA 90034  

Florence Williams, CA 90034  

Tricia Berman, CA 90035  

Mitchell Cohen, CA 90035  

Andrew David, CA 90035  

Marcy Kelly, CA 90035  

Randall Leighton, CA 90035  

Steven Luftman, CA 90035  

Sara Mattison, CA 90035  

Jordyn Ostroff, CA 90035  

Brenda Ruttenberg, CA 90035  

Joan Sobel, CA 90035  

Crystal Us, CA 90035  

Stacy Barninger, CA 90036  

Lauren Bopp, CA 90036  

Jennifer Brett, CA 90036  

Anne Brilliant, CA 90036  

Claire Castle, CA 90036  

Paqueta Davis, CA 90036  

Marisa Duarte, CA 90036  

Alan Ehrlich, CA 90036  

Thomas Gossard, CA 90036  

Suzanna Griffith, CA 90036  

Henry Johnson, CA 90036  

Kevin Keenan, CA 90036  

Chad Kenward, CA 90036  

Anne Madariaga, CA 90036  

Gabrielle Mahdesian, CA 90036 



 

Eric Opanga, CA 90036  

Bill Petrotta, CA 90036  

Micah Pittard, CA 90036  

Cherie Sandum, CA 90036  

Rick Wartzman, CA 90036  

Gregory Mitchell, CA 90037  

Daniel Shaw, CA 90037  

Ellynn Brown, CA 90038  

Justin Horowitz, CA 90038  

Kenneth Rincon, CA 90038  

Dominick Romain, CA 90038  

Reiss Clauson-Wolf, CA 90039  

Sean Cooley, CA 90039  

Melodie Mcdaniel, CA 90039  

Paulina Quintana, CA 90039  

Erik Rhey, CA 90039  

Annelle Grajeda, CA 90040  

Pablo Vargas, CA 90040  

Francesca Fiorentini, CA 90041  

Teru Kanazawa, CA 90041  

Michael Nehring, CA 90041  

Paul Vallejo, CA 90041  

Jennifer Wilson, CA 90041  

Martamaria Cross, CA 90042  

Laura Cultrera, CA 90042  

Vincent Delley, CA 90042  

Ann Diederich, CA 90042  

Austin Flack, CA 90042  

Jacqueline Hardy, CA 90042  

Brendan Hughes, CA 90042  

James Knudsen, CA 90042  

Michele Lavecchia, CA 90042  

Nancy Sharrett, CA 90042  

Yolanda Duvernay, CA 90043  

Carla Huckaby, CA 90043  

Janice Kingcade, CA 90043   

Emma Rivera, CA 90043  

Larry Roberson, CA 90043  

Teraesa Vinson, CA 90043  

Monique Browne, CA 90044  

Michael Hall, CA 90044  

Vincent Marzullo, CA 90044  

Diane Corbin, CA 90045  

Michael Eberly, CA 90045  

Shay Gipson, CA 90045  

Sasha Kushner, CA 90045  

Jason Phillips, CA 90045  

Robyn Rhinehart, CA 90045  

Lilian Salvatore, CA 90045  

Eleanor Schwartz, CA 90045  

Shannon Algeo, CA 90046  

sharon barber, CA 90046  

Nicholas Barlow, CA 90046  

Rusty Buchanan, CA 90046  

Peter Burns, CA 90046  

Laniesha Butler, CA 90046  

Monique Caulfield, CA 90046  

Sukee Chew, CA 90046  

Lisa Crilley, CA 90046  

Jonathan Darr, CA 90046  



 

Kae Erickson, CA 90046  

Taylor Forbes, CA 90046  

Mary Haskell, CA 90046  

Jason Hicks, CA 90046  

Paula Hooks, CA 90046  

Daniel Howell, CA 90046  

Corey Jiannalone, CA 90046  

Michael Kelleher, CA 90046  

Rada Konvisser, CA 90046  

Meredith Lovegrove, CA 90046  

Christopher Mcfarland, CA 90046  

Matthew Nolinleblanc, CA 90046   

Nancy Priddy, CA 90046  

Sydney Van Gorp, CA 90046  

Linda Cryer, CA 90047  

Claire Evans, CA 90047  

Franklin Marline, CA 90047  

Marvin Zacharie, CA 90047  

Cayla Bonn, CA 90048  

Lucy Bradley, CA 90048  

James Forrester, CA 90048  

Deborah Glass, CA 90048  

Douglas Long, CA 90048  

Eric Ortner, CA 90048  

David Resnik, CA 90048  

James Rounds, CA 90048  

Stephen Viens, CA 90048  

Charlene Williams, CA 90048  

Susan Bleecher, CA 90049  

Ronda Gomezquinones, CA 90049  

Judith Gordon, CA 90049  

Andrea Green, CA 90049  

Nicole Hillebrandt, CA 90049  

Steven Hitter, CA 90049  

Theresa Kvale, CA 90049  

Laurel Newbound, CA 90049  

Katie Ng, CA 90049  

Arnold Platzker, CA 90049  

Paul Puri, CA 90049  

Rebecca Sperber, CA 90049  

Matthew Tolchin, CA 90049  

Marshall King, CA 90056  

Richard Krelle, CA 90056  

Cynthia Mason, CA 90056  

Andreda Pruitt, CA 90056  

Sylvia Swilley, CA 90056  

Carmencita Solidum, CA 90057  

Cynthia Hawkins, CA 90059  

Daniel Zepeda, CA 90059  

Dana Hubert, CA 90061  

Yanscy Flores, CA 90063  

Beatriz Higuera, CA 90063  

Kathy Rose, CA 90063  

Nicole Bergelson, CA 90064  

Thomas Byrnes, CA 90064  

Shellie Collier, CA 90064  

Karin Diskin, CA 90064  

Karen Edgerton, CA 90064  

Matthew Fillman, CA 90064  

Jody Frank, CA 90064  



 

Robert Gage, CA 90064  

Mark Hembree, CA 90064  

Linda Levy, CA 90064  

Jennie Maguen, CA 90064  

Michael Mcintyre, CA 90064  

Susan Montgomery, CA 90064  

Barbara Satinover, CA 90064  

Michael Schaffer, CA 90064  

Cindy Sison, CA 90064  

Ruth Strauss MD, CA 90064  

Barbara Trelease, CA 90064  

Jill Uhlenkott, CA 90064  

Julie Ahlberg, CA 90065  

Maria Borden, CA 90065  

Lamar Damon, CA 90065  

Sarah Soquel Morhaim, CA 90065  

Arthur Shapiro, CA 90065  

Carlos Tobar, CA 90065  

Maria Warmoth, CA 90065  

Kelly Aeolan, CA 90066  

Ethan Arnold, CA 90066  

Peter Basch, CA 90066  

Barbara Berney, CA 90066  

Faith Brewer, CA 90066   

Stephanie Davis Don, CA 90066  

Sarah Epperson, CA 90066  

Timothy Groff, CA 90066  

Gilbert Guerra, CA 90066  

Akhil Gupta, CA 90066  

Camille Harris, CA 90066  

Luann Jaffe, CA 90066  

Alex Kruglov, CA 90066  

Danielle Loefflad, CA 90066  

Sean Porter, CA 90066  

Eileen Selogie, CA 90066  

Sondra Yevette, CA 90066  

Robert Zaugh, CA 90066  

Morgan Chu, CA 90067  

Laura Cordovano, CA 90067  

Howard Fredman, CA 90067  

Stephanie Marshall, CA 90067  

Susan Rodriguez, CA 90067  

Shelly Rothschild, CA 90067  

Wesley Strick, CA 90067  

Jason Wallach, CA 90067  

Nancee Allen, CA 90068  

Lynn Collings, CA 90068  

Jodi Ehrlich, CA 90068  

Brian Henson, CA 90068  

Tim Long, CA 90068  

Kay Morris, CA 90068  

Shane Nguyen, CA 90068  

Jimmy Wachtel, CA 90068  

Wendy Alvarez, CA 90069  

Frank Baquero, CA 90069  

Daniel Cohen, CA 90069  

Nicole Cutright, CA 90069  

Wendy Lipin, CA 90069  

Jennifer Martin, CA 90069  

Kent McCallister, CA 90069 



 

Jordan Rosenberg, CA 90069  

Meir Shamy, CA 90069  

Matthew Shields, CA 90069  

Sara West, CA 90069  

Tambi Yu, CA 90069  

Robert Daly, CA 90077  

Matthew Harrison, CA 90077  

Richard Kipper, CA 90077  

Francine Maisler, CA 90077  

Stephen Sohmer, CA 90077  

Amarjit Soni, CA 90077  

Forrest Walsh, CA 90077  

Jonathan Leahy, CA 90078  

Kevin Chang, CA 90079  

Jill Klein, CA 90093  

Joan Shapiro, CA 90094  

Laura Barajas, CA 90201  

Juan Guerrero, CA 90201  

Efrain Meda, CA 90201  

Marie Sia, CA 90201  

Lori Soto, CA 90201  

Nestor Valencia, CA 90201  

Sathara Duong, CA 90210  

Jasmine Folden, CA 90210  

Victoria Jahanmardi, CA 90210  

Amir Kojoory, CA 90210  

Eve Rodsky, CA 90210  

Arnold Stiefel, CA 90210  

Dawn Eliashiv, CA 90211  

Alexandra Feldman, CA 90211  

Marcie Alexander, CA 90212  

Josh Millet, CA 90212  

Shareef Aquil, CA 90220  

Emily Ragobeer, CA 90220  

Kelly Gardner, CA 90221  

Stefanie Cleaver, CA 90222  

Yolanda Melvinnelms, CA 90222  

Brian Decato, CA 90230  

Barbara Golbin, CA 90230  

Patricia Hughes, CA 90230  

Sharon Kerson, CA 90230  

James Miller, CA 90230  

Pat Nomura, CA 90230  

Joanna Rowles, CA 90230  

Glenn Stewart, CA 90230  

Lilli Valtierra, CA 90230  

Glenda Wina, CA 90230  

Jeremy Zuniga, CA 90230  

Bill Birdsall, CA 90232  

Mark Galanty, CA 90232  

Jonathan Glater, CA 90232  

Jim Hornstein, CA 90232  

Joy Kecken, CA 90232  

Parisa Mirzadehgan, CA 90232  

Helki Zeigler, CA 90239  

Anita Boorman, CA 90240  

Xavier Granados, CA 90240  

Salvador Padill, CA 90240  

Bernice Caan, CA 90241  

Walter Connick, CA 90245  



 

Rhonda Haley, CA 90245  

Chris Miller, CA 90245  

Sarah Mosseller, CA 90245  

Judy Smith, CA 90245  

Gloria Telles, CA 90245  

Diane Trevizo, CA 90245  

Josephine Baltazar, CA 90249  

Marion Dwyer, CA 90250  

Julio Gavio, CA 90250  

Ellen King, CA 90250  

Megan Klein, CA 90250  

Maureen Kleinman, CA 90250   

Viki Short, CA 90250  

Carl Weibel, CA 90250  

David Adler, CA 90254  

Megan Bowers, CA 90254  

Chas Costello, CA 90254  

Caitlin Dahl, CA 90254  

Martin Fogel, CA 90254  

Ann Gotthoffer, CA 90254  

Carol Horne, CA 90254  

Alicia Jones, CA 90254  

Kimberly Legrand, CA 90254  

Rosanna Savone, CA 90254  

Angel Alva, CA 90260  

Anthony Owens, CA 90260  

Zenaida Alfaro, CA 90262  

Tabitha Dileo, CA 90264  

Robert Adler, CA 90265  

Maureen De Koff, CA 90265  

Jeff Eisen, CA 90265  

Marla Hosie, CA 90265  

Constance Shafran, CA 90265  

Georgia Cano, CA 90266  

Bradley Dodge, CA 90266  

Carol Dormer, CA 90266  

Ralph Goldstein, CA 90266  

Otto Gudiel, CA 90266  

Brittany Hilgendorf, CA 90266  

Lynn Smith, CA 90266  

Lisa Taub, CA 90266  

Sara Thaves, CA 90266  

Lynn Werner, CA 90266  

Irene White, CA 90266  

Dorothy Yungman, CA 90266  

Brooke Covington, CA 90272  

Kimberly Michel, CA 90272  

Weston Naef, CA 90272   

Leo Perez, CA 90272  

Nora Perricone, CA 90272  

Peter Rogers, CA 90272  

Ellie Ross, CA 90272  

Patricia Sinclair, CA 90272  

Paul Solomon, CA 90272  

Christine Steele, CA 90272  

Michael Chiado, CA 90274  

Michael Eicher, CA 90274  

Janis Fitzsimmons, CA 90274  

Arthur Friedman, CA 90274  

Yvonne Godfrey, CA 90274  



 

Karen Govenar, CA 90274  

Lawrence Maltz, CA 90274  

Colleen Mullowney, CA 90274  

Sandra Peck, CA 90274  

Ellie Berkowitz, CA 90275  

Virendra Kadakia, CA 90275  

Louis Krouse, CA 90275  

Mark Martinez, CA 90275  

Teri Perez, CA 90275  

Jason Rosenfeld, CA 90275  

Sandra Brilliant, CA 90277  

Christine Coffelt, CA 90277  

Patrick Daley, CA 90277  

Victoria DeFrank, CA 90277  

Donna Haupt, CA 90277  

Angelica Hurd, CA 90277  

Carol Mckeown, CA 90277  

Melanie Nelson, CA 90277  

Pamela Popovich, CA 90277  

Larry Styza, CA 90277  

Marc Teitelbaum, CA 90277  

Deborah Vaia, CA 90277  

David Barnes, CA 90278  

Nancy Bartolo, CA 90278   

Juan Mansill, CA 90278  

Nicole Smith, CA 90278  

Daniel Wallace-Brewster, CA 90278  

Sandra Flores, CA 90280  

Marilyn Ball, CA 90290  

Cynthia Hodnett, CA 90290  

Angela Mogg, CA 90290  

Coon Bruno, CA 90291  

Naomi Saldana, CA 90291  

Paula Silver, CA 90291  

Donna Sylvester, CA 90291  

Harbans Ahluwalia, CA 90292  

Jason Bohrer, CA 90292  

Kelli Cardiff, CA 90292  

Jennifer Chiu, CA 90292  

Kylie Clark, CA 90292  

Courtney Nichols-Gould, CA 90292  

Sanya Obsivac, CA 90292  

Larry Otting, CA 90292  

Michael Perry, CA 90292  

Rainer Poertner, CA 90292  

Scott Sewell, CA 90292  

Nancy Wergeles, CA 90292  

Richard Benzel, CA 90293  

Louise Lance, CA 90293  

Nicole Martinez, CA 90293  

Bonnie Mishelevich, CA 90293  

Michelle Ouellet, CA 90293  

Bob Oyama, CA 90293  

Jennifer Rice, CA 90293  

Stanley Sharpe, CA 90293  

Amy Bell, CA 90301  

Debra Lockie, CA 90301  

Dawn Sitahal, CA 90301  

Annie Flowal, CA 90302  

Maria Marchand, CA 90302 



 

Roy Smith, CA 90302  

Mar Sorell, CA 90302  

Nathaniel Jemison, CA 90303  

Cristobal Tostado, CA 90304  

Kendall Dennis, CA 90305  

Maria Morse, CA 90310  

Claudine Gueniot, CA 90401  

Brian Sutter, CA 90401  

Kathryn Takis, CA 90401  

Daniel Arkin, CA 90402  

Dave Feldman, CA 90402  

Ronni Kern, CA 90402  

Frank Stiefel, CA 90402  

Jaime Toporovich, CA 90402  

Chares Brann, CA 90403  

Frederick Carroll, CA 90403  

Katie Corridan, CA 90403  

Dorothy Froix, CA 90403  

Lee Herschler, CA 90403  

Sintra Martins, CA 90403  

Helen Mccullough, CA 90403  

Joe Orcutt, CA 90403  

Nectar Redman, CA 90403  

Jill Sharaf, CA 90403  

Amy Williams, CA 90403  

Stefanie Zuroff, CA 90403  

Larena Allen, CA 90404  

Joan Bee, CA 90404  

Ingrid Debeus, CA 90404  

Thomas Hawkins, CA 90404  

Marlise Malkames, CA 90404  

Mary Quinn, CA 90404  

Sienna Sanders, CA 90404  

Mary Vorasky, CA 90404  

Bernard Alfs, CA 90405  

Joe Alter, CA 90405   

Toby Book, CA 90405  

Barry Bunes, CA 90405  

Peter Erskine, CA 90405  

Linda Garrett, CA 90405  

Dan Genetti, CA 90405  

Jeffrey Hahn, CA 90405  

PAMELA Lane, CA 90405  

Erin Martin, CA 90405  

Reid Mcglamery, CA 90405  

Beverly Millson, CA 90405  

Lisa Moseley, CA 90405  

Lynn Peterson, CA 90405  

Nancy Rosenblum, CA 90405  

Mara Thompson, CA 90405  

Ashley Wrobel, CA 90405  

Tony Wu, CA 90405  

Anne Yaple, CA 90405  

Chris Hamayasu, CA 90501  

Mitchell Hicks, CA 90501  

Gregory Jacobs, CA 90501  

Gail Nowak, CA 90501  

Bryant Odega, CA 90501  

Gloria Diaz, CA 90502  

Rosemary Levenson, CA 90502  



 

Bobbi Scoville, CA 90502  

Michelle Hartman, CA 90503  

Judith Baer, CA 90505  

Garland Elaina, CA 90505  

Elizabeth Leung, CA 90505  

Simon Pang, CA 90505  

Asma Rasikh, CA 90505  

Michael Warner, CA 90505  

Bob Lewis, CA 90506  

Charlotte Borst, CA 90601  

Janine Gonzalez, CA 90601  

Robert King, CA 90601  

John Melendrez, CA 90602  

Delmira Miovsky, CA 90602  

Ralph Picon, CA 90602  

Thomas Riebs, CA 90602  

Jeff Palmer, CA 90603  

William Wong, CA 90603  

Michael Oppenheim, CA 90604  

Frank Samaniego, CA 90604  

Andrew Ytuarte, CA 90604  

Diane Zaha, CA 90604  

Genienne Gastelum, CA 90605  

Andrew Nguyen, CA 90605  

John Thomas, CA 90605  

Catherine Mcfall, CA 90606  

Michele Lujan, CA 90620  

Lisa Bearbower, CA 90630  

Amy Estrada, CA 90630  

Hilarie Favro, CA 90630  

Christine Handson, CA 90630  

Connie Araujo, CA 90631  

Louis Estrada, CA 90631  

Christina Malm, CA 90631  

Alfred Velasco, CA 90631  

Sylvia Duran-Katnik, CA 90638  

Jorge Moreno, CA 90640  

Luis Parocua, CA 90640  

Priscilla Tostado, CA 90640  

Gloria Haley, CA 90650  

Henry Resendez, CA 90650  

Madeline Ayala, CA 90660  

Irma Barrios, CA 90660  

Stacey Esparza, CA 90660  

Victoria Rodriguez, CA 90660  

Laura Garcia, CA 90670  

Katherine Koh, CA 90670  

Luisa Acosta, CA 90680   

Eloisa Likens, CA 90701  

Sherry Barbour, CA 90703  

Antonino Castillo, CA 90703  

Stephen Hamrick, CA 90703  

Patricia Lozano, CA 90703  

Linda Rochin, CA 90703  

April Goebel, CA 90706  

Lee Orozco, CA 90706  

Rodrigo Vazquez, CA 90706  

Janet Kordich, CA 90710  

Lawrence Circosta, CA 90713  

Sharney Alvarez, CA 90715  



 

Frenee Dellosa, CA 90715  

Beverly Tolliver, CA 90715  

Patricia Hydo, CA 90717  

Colin Caesar, CA 90720  

Kelly Fleagle, CA 90720  

Jay Leibowitz, CA 90720  

Jimmy Sorensen, CA 90720  

Daniel Teran, CA 90720  

Melinda Porter, CA 90723  

Josue Garcia, CA 90731  

Janet Jackson, CA 90731  

Mark Latno, CA 90731  

Rosemary Locklear, CA 90731  

Kathleen Durazo, CA 90732  

Kerry Mcosker, CA 90732  

Peggy Morales, CA 90732  

Jason Buell, CA 90740  

Elda Lowe, CA 90740  

Roni Shevick, CA 90740  

Rebecca Wyatt, CA 90740  

Amanda Herring, CA 90742  

Elvia Maciel, CA 90744  

Crisostomo Caratao, CA 90745  

John Winston, CA 90745  

Dionecia Usher, CA 90746  

Harold Williams, CA 90746  

Sylvia Baker, CA 90755  

Donna Vaughan, CA 90755  

Jason Castner, CA 90802  

Alison Chabot, CA 90802  

Lynda Crow, CA 90802  

Claus Jurgensen, CA 90802  

Matthew Lampe, CA 90802  

John Lowe, CA 90802  

William Moody, CA 90802  

Michael Moskowitz, CA 90802  

Nancy Oneill, CA 90802  

Gregory Pacificar, CA 90802  

Arnold Rosenberg, CA 90802  

Timothy Smith, CA 90802  

Krista Stoltz, CA 90802  

Bonnie Bishop, CA 90803  

Lisa Buchanan, CA 90803  

Shawn Lamont, CA 90803  

Krishna Manvi, CA 90803  

Debra Martin, CA 90803  

Anne Reggie, CA 90803  

Mark Rogers, CA 90803  

Michael Werner, CA 90803  

Kylee Yates, CA 90803  

Vicky Gutierrez, CA 90804  

Lena Serrano, CA 90804  

Terry Allen, CA 90805  

Chris Lauderdale, CA 90805  

Trulena Reed, CA 90805  

Rose Regalado, CA 90805  

Marvin Todd, CA 90805  

Brett Banditelli, CA 90806  

Sheryl Breault, CA 90806  

Linda Gore, CA 90806 



 

Ian Cross, CA 90807  

Robert Hilty, CA 90807  

Mary Humme, CA 90807  

Loretta Klonecky, CA 90807  

Kent Lockart, CA 90807  

Sharon Mcdougal, CA 90807  

Robert Miller, CA 90807  

Okatch Otieno, CA 90807  

Denise Wallace, CA 90807  

Louise Cunningham, CA 90808  

Richard Kasube, CA 90808  

Elizabeth Kurila, CA 90808  

Patricia Martinez, CA 90808  

Adam Nelson, CA 90808  

Michelle Vasiloff, CA 90808  

Amy Williford, CA 90808  

Becky Wilson, CA 90808  

Travis Yarbrough, CA 90808  

Samantha Fabrigas, CA 90810  

Phoebe Nichols, CA 90810  

Alba Carlos, CA 90813  

David Navarro, CA 90813  

Guillermo Olarte, CA 90813  

Sharron Pannell, CA 90813  

Jack Dourigan, CA 90814  

Robert Loparo, CA 90814  

Courtni Pugh, CA 90814  

Jason Suarez, CA 90814  

Stella Ursua, CA 90814  

Abigail Bradecich, CA 90815  

Melanie Buckowski, CA 90815  

Chester Chebegia, CA 90815  

Sylvia Gyimesi, CA 90815  

Rhonda Weisenberger, CA 90815  

Bernard Adamczyk, CA 91001  

Ontresicia Averette, CA 91001  

Patricia Fielder, CA 91001  

Sheldon Halpern, CA 91001  

Sydney Harris, CA 91001  

Kenneth Jones, CA 91001  

Elsa Lopez McLeod, CA 91001  

Cate MatherS-Suter, CA 91001  

Scott Streicher, CA 91001  

Susan Lauer, CA 91006  

Steven Lee, CA 91006  

Joyce Sakai, CA 91006  

Albert Hu, CA 91007  

Guodi Sun, CA 91007  

Diane Coscarelli, CA 91010  

David Knapik, CA 91010  

Claudia Trefzger, CA 91010  

Dave Allen, CA 91011  

Joanne Doyle, CA 91011  

Tracey Welk, CA 91011  

Stephanie Farah, CA 91016  

Sandra Glaser, CA 91016  

Renee Lindsey, CA 91016  

Mary Lutz, CA 91016  

Wayne Prasertong, CA 91016  

Christine Pregent, CA 91016  



 

Jon Sattler, CA 91016  

Rena Snider, CA 91016  

Ruben Valenzuela, CA 91016  

Kristen Cunningham, CA 91020  

Justin Smith, CA 91024  

Linda Bortell, CA 91030  

Gionne Bozzi, CA 91030  

Deirdre Brenner, CA 91030  

Kevin Fox, CA 91030  

Shandor Garrison, CA 91030  

Wes Kennedy, CA 91030  

Joseph Loo, CA 91030  

Bob Lynch, CA 91030  

Stephanie Rodriguez, CA 91030  

Robin A, CA 91040  

Mary Leask, CA 91040  

Stephanie Mines, CA 91041  

Cecelia Hall, CA 91042  

Suzan Ortmeier, CA 91042  

Leonard Hinzo, CA 91101  

David Mceliece, CA 91101  

Inna Sarac, CA 91101  

Jessica Servin, CA 91101  

Evelyn Zamora, CA 91101  

Garret Gervais, CA 91103  

Daniel Denoncourt, CA 91104  

Rudy Oclaray, CA 91104  

Sherri Solinger, CA 91104  

Melissa Afable, CA 91105  

Rosemary Distaso, CA 91105  

Sable Hodson, CA 91105  

Susan Kalmanson, CA 91105  

Laila Karme, CA 91105  

Jose Marquez, CA 91105  

Susan Weber, CA 91105  

Thomas Castaneda, CA 91106  

Lyle Davis, CA 91106  

Courtney Sanford, CA 91106  

Patricia Tavera, CA 91106  

Richard von Ernst, CA 91106  

Daniel Kiczek, CA 91107  

Joan Money, CA 91107  

Scott Reed, CA 91108  

Jordan Sollitto, CA 91108  

Patrick Moloughney, CA 91117  

Julia Dennett, CA 91118  

Phillip Argento, CA 91199  

Kathleen Conroy, CA 91201  

Michael Lent, CA 91201  

Michael Fairman, CA 91202  

Eve Hinchcliffe, CA 91202  

Oscar Ibardolaza, CA 91202  

Mike Powers, CA 91202  

JOHN PAUL KARLIAK, CA 91205  

Charles Merman, CA 91205  

Madoka Minoff, CA 91205  

Greg Nash, CA 91205  

Yael Torbati, CA 91205  

Bonnie Benefield, CA 91206  

Barri Brown, CA 91206  



 

Janna Gosselin, CA 91206  

Samuel Jordan, CA 91206  

Robin Rose, CA 91206  

Johanna Shapiro, CA 91206  

Matthew Hancock, CA 91207  

Maya Gingery, CA 91208  

John Wagner, CA 91208  

Vahe Badalian, CA 91214  

Elizabeth Connors, CA 91214  

Alicia Elliott, CA 91214  

Rachel Mcdowell, CA 91214  

Belinda Smith, CA 91214  

James Vitek, CA 91214  

Warren Wolfswinkel, CA 91214  

Bonnie Aharoni, CA 91301  

Julie Burkert, CA 91301  

Harvey Davis, CA 91301  

Helen Dembski, CA 91301  

Laura Gilbard, CA 91301  

Karen Lijewski, CA 91301  

Kellee Mcdonald, CA 91301  

Nicolas Miller, CA 91301  

Mary Perezkorinko, CA 91301  

Deborah Raymond, CA 91301  

Kurt Teutsch, CA 91301  

Yaara Berdan, CA 91302  

Chittabhattacha Bhattacharya, CA 91302  

Kerry Ehrin, CA 91302  

James Estill, CA 91302  

Marcia Jones, CA 91302  

Paul Malmont, CA 91302  

Marianne Price, CA 91302  

Snuffy Walden, CA 91302  

Marissa Espinoza, CA 91303  

Bernita Gross, CA 91303  

Kristina Hergot, CA 91304  

Ernest Hess, CA 91304  

Wendy Liebman, CA 91304  

Ernesto Lising, CA 91304  

Sandra Machado, CA 91304  

Lesley Webster, CA 91304  

Kirk Bales, CA 91306  

Collette Snoonian, CA 91306  

Charlesdelore Wilbert, CA 91306  

Garrett Clancy, CA 91307  

Katherine Eskey, CA 91307  

John Golden, CA 91307  

Deborah Hyde, CA 91307  

Zenia Lasola, CA 91307  

Lori Love, CA 91307  

Pamela Maggin, CA 91307  

Richard Naimy, CA 91307  

Philip Sager, CA 91307  

Miriam Bogler, CA 91311  

Cassandra Kubiak, CA 91311  

Lea Oliver, CA 91311  

Brian Patridge, CA 91311  

Juativa Spurlock, CA 91311  

Ann Bose, CA 91316  

Cindy Durian, CA 91316 



 

Kenneth Zunder, CA 91316  

Beth Kramer, CA 91320  

Eugenio Rodriguez, CA 91320  

Albert Sciamann, CA 91320  

Cherie Wrigley, CA 91320  

Fahim Aladin, CA 91321  

Peggy Streid, CA 91321  

Barbara Testa, CA 91321  

Saul Candi, CA 91324  

Rita Silverman, CA 91324  

Erin Feaster, CA 91325  

Frank Freeman, CA 91325  

Cynthia Mendoza, CA 91325  

Kelly Moore, CA 91325  

Marion Pucci, CA 91325  

Sharon Cho, CA 91326  

Terrence Fischer, CA 91326  

Leslie Ousdahl, CA 91326  

Garrett Shorr, CA 91331  

Erphan Delgir, CA 91335  

Barbara Gershowitz, CA 91335  

Daniel Greenbaum, CA 91335  

Steven Kent, CA 91335  

Betty Ross, CA 91335  

Donna Silverman, CA 91335  

Alma Melendez, CA 91340  

Julia Arroyo, CA 91342  

Diana Cabral, CA 91342  

Anna Felix, CA 91342  

Debra Lizarraga, CA 91342  

Judy Courtney, CA 91343  

Robin Dickerson, CA 91343  

Gustavo Garcia, CA 91343  

Robert Jones, CA 91343  

Mohammed Manik, CA 91343  

Chris Papio, CA 91343  

Lewis Gruber, CA 91344  

Lisa Jernagan, CA 91344  

Margie Ridolfi, CA 91344  

Jack Rorke, CA 91344  

Debra Stafford, CA 91344  

Albert Campbell, CA 91350  

Victoria Davis, CA 91350  

Richard Davis, CA 91351  

Patrick Hayes, CA 91351  

Tami Cox, CA 91354  

Ellyn Frechette, CA 91354  

Laura Lively, CA 91354  

Zane Smythe, CA 91354  

Monica Bellows, CA 91355  

Julie Molinare, CA 91355  

Mister Oshodi, CA 91355  

Christopher Severance, CA 91355  

Sarah Skilton, CA 91355  

Linda Swartz, CA 91355  

John Trudell, CA 91355  

Ladae Bond, CA 91356  

Michael Dibenedetto, CA 91356  

Tina Glantz, CA 91356  

Aaron Katz, CA 91356  



 

Peter Marafatsos, CA 91356  

Eve Newton Gill, CA 91356  

Sandra Orleans, CA 91356  

Neil Reichline, CA 91356  

Manindersethi Sethi, CA 91356  

Neil Soltman, CA 91356  

Walter Virginia, CA 91357  

Arlene Bloom, CA 91360  

Josie Borkan, CA 91360  

Patricia Bowen, CA 91360  

Ronald Clyburn, CA 91360  

David Courtland, CA 91360  

Karen Giacalone, CA 91360  

Manuel Gonzalez-Olmo, CA 91360  

Anna Matthews, CA 91360  

Michael Pittas, CA 91360  

Raquel Robinson, CA 91360  

Gary Schattl, CA 91360  

Kristin Dark, CA 91361  

Lewis Fairley, CA 91361  

Suzan Kavusi, CA 91361  

Cindy Masci, CA 91361  

Marianne Reeves, CA 91361  

Andrea Richard, CA 91361  

Ravi Sawhney, CA 91361  

Suzette Sheweloff, CA 91361  

Brigitte Cox, CA 91362  

Karen Drees, CA 91362  

Cyndi Ex, CA 91362  

Debra Gass, CA 91362  

Sara Hibbitts, CA 91362  

Carl Josefsson, CA 91362  

Maxine Raleigh, CA 91362  

Paula Varblow, CA 91362  

Jill Whitesides, CA 91362  

Joey Dianda, CA 91364  

John Edelston, CA 91364  

Irene Escardo, CA 91364  

Ardeshir Farah, CA 91364  

Liz Golombek, CA 91364  

Jeffry Pittman, CA 91364  

Karen Spencer, CA 91364  

Sharla Bridgett, CA 91367  

Deborah Cohen, CA 91367  

Angela Deluca, CA 91367  

Robert Dyck, CA 91367  

John Elder, CA 91367  

Lisa Insana, CA 91367  

Charles Lagola, CA 91367  

John Liddy, CA 91367  

Christopher Matted, CA 91367  

Luz Rockey, CA 91367  

Melinda Romeo, CA 91367  

Daniel Zagayer, CA 91367  

John Billesdon, CA 91377  

Margaret Han, CA 91377  

Jana Hand, CA 91377  

Samantha Hart, CA 91377  

Amy Keys, CA 91377  

David Robinson, CA 91377  



 

Miklos Wright, CA 91384  

Rose Duarte, CA 91387  

Lynn Farwell, CA 91387  

Folahan Ogunyankin, CA 91387  

Faith Jackson, CA 91394  

Christina Anthony, CA 91401  

Carolyn Collum, CA 91401  

Lauren Dimascio Hilary, CA 91401  

Alice Engelmann, CA 91401  

Kathy Foley, CA 91401  

Tanya Gradet, CA 91401  

Jessica Hicks, CA 91401  

Jodi Kustanovich, CA 91401  

Brenda Miller, CA 91401  

Corey Reed, CA 91401  

Tami Tirgrath, CA 91401  

Kathleen Gooley, CA 91402  

Julie Peterson, CA 91402  

Carol Baumzweiger, CA 91403  

Rene Compean, CA 91403  

Pete Decoste, CA 91403  

David Frederick, CA 91403  

Frances Garcia, CA 91403  

Rome Mendheim, CA 91403 

Emily Rehm, CA 91403  

Nina Berry, CA 91405  

Joann Gonzalez, CA 91405  

Jeana Mamer, CA 91405  

Maria Perez, CA 91405  

Mary Pittelli, CA 91405  

Brian Saulter, CA 91405  

Andrea Tullio, CA 91405  

Norma Castro, CA 91406  

Melissa Elliott, CA 91406  

Richard Follett, CA 91406  

James Kimmel, CA 91406  

Jean Mensing, CA 91406  

Jenny Benjamin, CA 91411  

Lilia Espino, CA 91411  

Stephanie Hail, CA 91411  

Melinda Liberatore, CA 91411  

Rhonda Britten, CA 91423  

Patrick Fabian, CA 91423  

Chiara Gambini, CA 91423  

Cheryl Kopitzke, CA 91423  

Vicky Leiner, CA 91423  

Hannah Lipow, CA 91423  

Michael Mccoll, CA 91423  

Chandra Padover, CA 91423  

Stan Rogow, CA 91423  

Sara White, CA 91423  

K Andrews, CA 91436  

Barbara Bresler, CA 91436  

Tracy Danza, CA 91436  

Tara Gallogly, CA 91436  

Alan Gerson, CA 91436  

Jamie Grossman, CA 91436  

Hannah Mandel, CA 91436  

David Miller, CA 91436  

Katrina Parks, CA 91436 



 

Gia Twine, CA 91436  

William Bilton, CA 91501  

Peter Carrisoza, CA 91501  

Norma Long Smith, CA 91501  

Sarah Min, CA 91501  

Penny Moore, CA 91501  

Barbara Chalsma, CA 91502  

Lonnie Schnell, CA 91502  

Ellen Burns, CA 91504  

Jb Dlugo, CA 91504  

Jane Gagle, CA 91504  

Gerardo Lorenz, CA 91504  

Denise Petski, CA 91504  

Lana Wilson, CA 91504  

Barbara Bali, CA 91505  

Ramona Banuelos, CA 91505  

Roberto Ceja, CA 91505  

Lydia Delaney, CA 91505  

Terry Gwilt, CA 91505  

Clayton Holt, CA 91505  

Cynthia Mazza, CA 91505  

Lynda Morris, CA 91505  

Christopher Nicholson, CA 91505  

Gloria Rodriguez, CA 91505  

Laura Strubing, CA 91505  

Carole Tyminski, CA 91505  

Peter Wood, CA 91505  

Lauren Dean, CA 91506  

Lindsey Gary, CA 91506  

Joseph Lafalce, CA 91506  

Debbie Peterson, CA 91506  

Ada Suros, CA 91506  

Aaron Berjohn, CA 91601  

Carole Meyers, CA 91601  

Matthew Murphu, CA 91601  

Nicholas Schutz, CA 91601  

Greg French, CA 91602  

Catherine Genovese, CA 91602  

Pamela Hannah, CA 91602  

Julie James, CA 91602  

David Kemker, CA 91602  

Diane Wilson, CA 91602  

Jeff Aldrich, CA 91604  

Claire Austin, CA 91604  

Joshua Bobrowsky, CA 91604  

Monica Brown, CA 91604  

Sherri Elkaim, CA 91604  

Barbara Epstein, CA 91604  

Tim Farish, CA 91604  

F Forte, CA 91604  

Hayley Frazier, CA 91604  

Kellie Green, CA 91604  

Cynthia Hasday, CA 91604  

Alma Hernandez, CA 91604  

Masako Ichino, CA 91604  

Jeffrey Kaufman, CA 91604  

Amy Larkowski, CA 91604  

Christine Mantilla, CA 91604  

Mary Kay Griepentrog, CA 91605  

Anthony Karlic, CA 91605  



 

Richard Kelley, CA 91605  

Myrna Garcia, CA 91606  

Janet Hessert, CA 91606  

Pattie Tierce, CA 91606  

Carl Amodeo, CA 91607  

Toby Brody, CA 91607  

Chloe Castro, CA 91607  

Robert Laskin, CA 91607  

Timothy Malcolm, CA 91607  

Julie Shemitz, CA 91607  

Barbara Singer, CA 91607  

Daamen Krall, CA 91610   

Alba Boren, CA 91701  

Victoria Chestnut, CA 91701  

Michelle Dudek, CA 91701  

Beverly Pearson, CA 91701  

America Rivas, CA 91701  

Rose Blanco, CA 91702  

Ana Juarez, CA 91702  

Lisa Oakes, CA 91702  

Jon Sparks, CA 91702  

Gregory Vaniman, CA 91702  

Linda Bolella, CA 91706  

Lisa Cunningham, CA 91709  

Luis Nino, CA 91709  

Evangeline Obrero, CA 91709  

Pamela Pederson, CA 91709  

Artan Qerushi, CA 91709  

Agnes Ferrer, CA 91710  

Kimberly Goodwin, CA 91710  

Gregory Lawson, CA 91710  

Cathy Mergaert, CA 91710  

Naomi Miller, CA 91710  

Bernard Karmatz, CA 91711  

Daeho Kim, CA 91711  

Mary Kraus, CA 91711  

Elizabeth Spinrads, CA 91711  

Christine Zivelonghi, CA 91711  

Michael Bond, CA 91722  

Michelle Cozad, CA 91722  

Carl Molitor, CA 91722  

Joyce Mitchell, CA 91723  

Steven Jimenez, CA 91724  

Dana Veit, CA 91724  

Gilbert Ahumada, CA 91730  

Karen Desimone, CA 91730  

Edward Hays, CA 91730  

Demetria Johnson, CA 91730   

Marva Taylor, CA 91730  

Phyllis White, CA 91730  

David Sandoval, CA 91732  

Cherie French, CA 91737  

Tammy Wilson, CA 91737  

Maria Mendoza, CA 91739  

Wanda Peyton, CA 91739  

Tedd Johnson, CA 91740  

Andy Wang, CA 91740  

Fred Beck, CA 91741  

Steven Concidine, CA 91741  

Kristine Nelson, CA 91741  



 

Michael Carr, CA 91744  

Jacqueline Cellian, CA 91744  

Hector Estrada, CA 91744  

Enrique Duenas, CA 91745  

Irene Loh, CA 91745  

Rebecca Meyer, CA 91745  

Gabrielanthony Murillo, CA 91745  

Mary Rubalcava, CA 91746  

Marilyn Bidwell, CA 91750  

Dale Gibboney, CA 91750  

Bonnie Karlyle, CA 91750  

Martha Smith, CA 91750  

Kelly Whittington, CA 91750  

Warren Winter, CA 91750  

Matthew Leal, CA 91752  

Alysa Majer, CA 91752  

Yip Johnson, CA 91754  

Jack Loh, CA 91754  

Allan Shatkin, CA 91754  

Lucille Dimmick, CA 91761  

Mark Iannuzzo, CA 91761  

Marcia Sedillo, CA 91761  

Jerry Weems, CA 91761  

GEORGIANN SLINGERLAND, CA 91762   

Graciela Gambino, CA 91763  

Wendi Cate, CA 91764  

David Taylor, CA 91764  

Judith Aguilera, CA 91765  

Gary Davis, CA 91765  

Varun Dutt, CA 91765  

Jean Garcia, CA 91765  

Samuel Johnson, CA 91765  

Greg Krayser, CA 91765  

Hugh Lawrence, CA 91765  

Mamie Lindsey, CA 91765  

So Pak, CA 91765  

Tammi Senzaki, CA 91765  

Rosa Lara, CA 91766  

Guillermo Monterroso, CA 91766  

William Pospishil, CA 91766  

Erlene Stevenson, CA 91766  

John Valadez, CA 91766  

Melissa Crowley, CA 91767  

Bryn Pellegrino, CA 91767  

Christianne Aurouze, CA 91768  

Erlinda Fantauzzi, CA 91770  

Jose Meji, CA 91770  

Carol Bowe, CA 91773  

Remedios Gan, CA 91773  

Andrew Ortiz, CA 91773  

Nosakhare Oyemade, CA 91773  

Renee Taylor, CA 91773  

Edward Aguirre, CA 91775  

Brooks Atherton, CA 91776  

Arlene Rios, CA 91776  

Lynn Castro, CA 91780  

Agustin Jimenez, CA 91780  

Maria Skilbred, CA 91784  

Jaymi Abusham, CA 91786  

Socorro Garcia, CA 91786 



 

Jeff Mccall, CA 91786  

Marco Ramirez, CA 91786  

Ed Clemensen, CA 91789  

Vilma Takamine, CA 91789  

Carol Tang, CA 91789  

Gregory Newcomer, CA 91790  

Mary Silverstein, CA 91791  

Jeanne Ambriz, CA 91792  

Ariadna Arambula, CA 91801  

Daniella Cota, CA 91801  

Richard Spindler, CA 91801  

Erika Kao, CA 91802  

Lothar Imbior, CA 91803  

Tiffany Wardloveland, CA 91803  

Eduardo Becerra, CA 91902  

Richard Hanks, CA 91902  

France Williams, CA 91902  

Soledad Boucree, CA 91910  

Osadolor Godwin, CA 91910  

Blanca Lopez, CA 91910  

Jose Puente, CA 91910  

Elizabeth Verastigue, CA 91910  

Debra Ashley, CA 91911  

Maurice Gray, CA 91911  

Alan Palmer, CA 91911  

Wendy Shurelds, CA 91911  

Keith Hammond, CA 91913  

Seoul Holloway, CA 91913  

Hung Nguyen, CA 91913  

Vilma Clariza, CA 91915  

Fernando Delgado, CA 91915  

George Hurt, CA 91915  

Linda Petty, CA 91915  

Kimberly Williams Kee, CA 91915  

Kevin Collier, CA 91935  

Fred Gordon, CA 91941   

Bebi Rosa, CA 91941  

John Barrios, CA 91942  

Mary Fay, CA 91942  

Mark Forte, CA 91942  

Chelsea Halpine Berger, CA 91942  

Susan Kawar, CA 91942  

Mimi Lev, CA 91942  

Barbara Lueder, CA 91942  

Marjorie Mclaughlin, CA 91942  

Susan Mullaney, CA 91942  

Patricia Cortez, CA 91945  

Matt Niles, CA 91945  

Caitlin Wion, CA 91945  

Josefina Alvarado, CA 91950  

Patricia Salazar, CA 91950  

David Valladolid, CA 91950  

Angello Carlin, CA 91977  

Jason Heil, CA 91977  

Carrie Lopez, CA 91977  

Karen Simpson, CA 91977  

Delores Threatt, CA 91977  

Cheryl Carr, CA 91978  

Shawn Hanna, CA 92007  

Alana Howell, CA 92007  



 

Laurel Howard, CA 92008  

Megan Rounds, CA 92008  

William Betts, CA 92009  

Linda Brenner, CA 92009  

Rene Brunold, CA 92009  

Megan Dewitt, CA 92009  

Christine Dicken, CA 92009  

Amal Ghazi, CA 92009  

Tiffany Karnig, CA 92009  

Judith King, CA 92009  

Phillip Nguyen, CA 92009  

Gina Pisello, CA 92009   

Faramarz Rassouli, CA 92009  

Jacqui Schneider, CA 92009  

John Detreville, CA 92010  

Veronica Glaser, CA 92010  

Linda Vancea, CA 92010  

Elizabeth Hamelin, CA 92011  

Brenna Hardman, CA 92011  

Cheryl Bianchi, CA 92014  

Samuel Engel, CA 92014  

John Erick, CA 92014  

Janet Harris, CA 92014  

Kay Hoeprich, CA 92014  

Candace Lowry, CA 92014  

Deanna Lucci, CA 92014  

Rand Steiger, CA 92014  

Marie Teehan, CA 92014  

Kyle Williams, CA 92014  

Robert Brandenburg, CA 92019  

Tracy Clingan, CA 92019  

Veronica Atilano, CA 92020  

Dvora Fajerman, CA 92020  

Frank Ferrone, CA 92020  

Janet Kaiser, CA 92020  

Edward Matus, CA 92021  

Joan Monkman, CA 92021  

Woody Wilson, CA 92021  

Cynthia Clark, CA 92023  

Misty Andersen, CA 92024  

Caroline Augustine, CA 92024  

Stephen Baldini, CA 92024  

Michele Haber, CA 92024  

Richard Hauger, CA 92024  

Ann Irwin, CA 92024  

Anand Janaswamy, CA 92024  

Maureen Kowba, CA 92024  

Sarah Mason, CA 92024   

Laura Metzinger, CA 92024  

Meaghan Oleary, CA 92024  

Mark Sonnenshein, CA 92024  

Karen Sulger, CA 92024  

Ellen Trester, CA 92024  

Susan Giroux, CA 92025  

Timothy Jarrett, CA 92025  

Carmen Ivins, CA 92026  

Kimberly Marin, CA 92026  

Julie Choi, CA 92027  

Mitchell Green, CA 92027  

George Kliassov, CA 92027  



 

Konstantin Sheverdyayev, CA 92027  

Susan Beld, CA 92028  

Patricia Eastman, CA 92028  

Ernest Holburt, CA 92028  

Richard Mannino, CA 92028  

Diane Parker, CA 92028  

Samuel Pietrofeso, CA 92028  

Kenneth Samuels, CA 92028  

Tom Simmons, CA 92028  

Richard Beck, CA 92029  

Thomas Hearn, CA 92029  

Robert Knaier, CA 92029  

Neal Henderson, CA 92030  

Robert Blanchard, CA 92037  

Barry Bloom, CA 92037  

Elizabeth Boyer, CA 92037  

Isabel Brown, CA 92037  

Brian Campion, CA 92037  

Gary Ferdman, CA 92037  

Michelle Lerach, CA 92037  

Megan Phelps, CA 92037  

Oliver Polo, CA 92037  

David Thompson, CA 92037  

Christopher Jrfisher, CA 92038   

Kirk Sword, CA 92040  

Barbara Thompson, CA 92040  

William Crawford, CA 92049  

Thomas Gougherty, CA 92049  

John Collins, CA 92052  

Carolyn Boone, CA 92054  

Susan Buckland, CA 92054  

Joseph Calvino, CA 92054  

Jason Edwards, CA 92054  

John Engel, CA 92054  

Patricia Hopper, CA 92054  

Christopher Martin, CA 92054  

Mark Minkler, CA 92054  

Luke Tesluk, CA 92054  

Rita Atkinson, CA 92056  

William Boston, CA 92056  

Rudy Carino, CA 92056  

Thomas Labrot, CA 92056  

Edward Mankowski, CA 92056  

Julie Scott, CA 92056  

Natalie Byler, CA 92057  

Michael Caracappa, CA 92057  

Mark Gillen, CA 92057  

Eva Gonzalez, CA 92057  

Frank Jacobs, CA 92057  

Kelly Kissinger, CA 92057  

Laurie Lister, CA 92057  

Suzanne Schaefer, CA 92057  

Michael Schwalbe, CA 92057  

Beverly Stiles, CA 92057  

Charlotte Turner, CA 92057  

Victoria Volmer, CA 92057  

Anna Hamrick, CA 92058  

Adrienne Marraccini, CA 92058  

Michele Engel, CA 92064  

Tom Fahrnkopf, CA 92064 



 

Belinda Haire, CA 92064  

Sharon Hanson, CA 92064  

Pamela Keyser, CA 92064  

Christopher Nielsen, CA 92064  

Maria Stravelakis, CA 92064  

Deborah Supergan, CA 92064  

April West, CA 92064  

Andrea Whitehill, CA 92064  

Connie Bley, CA 92065  

Eileen Coppola, CA 92065  

Paul Firth, CA 92065  

Sandra Smith, CA 92065  

Michael Gelfand, CA 92067  

Nannette Davis, CA 92069  

Mary Houle, CA 92069  

Howard Motyl, CA 92069  

Christina Baumgardner, CA 92071  

Darlene Jenkins, CA 92071  

Hugo Lepur, CA 92071  

Phillip Panuco, CA 92071  

Viki Wong, CA 92071  

Cathryn Bolt, CA 92075  

Jean-Louis Saillot, CA 92075  

Tauna Andreoli, CA 92078  

Melanie Bennetts, CA 92078  

Susan Bowers, CA 92078  

Jessica Lynn, CA 92079  

Alex Alavi, CA 92081  

Annette Berg, CA 92081  

Peter Boutte, CA 92081  

Bonita Lang, CA 92081  

Matilda Mclaughlin, CA 92081  

Michael Santucci, CA 92081  

Rosemarie Bilandzija, CA 92082  

Marcia Francis, CA 92083  

Brenda Squires, CA 92083   

Karen Eso, CA 92084  

Marilyn Falsetti, CA 92084  

Anne Ichord, CA 92084  

Peter Jones, CA 92084  

Shelley Markoscrivner, CA 92084  

Julianne Howell, CA 92093  

Steve Altman, CA 92101  

Melissa Blackburn Joniaux, CA 92101  

Christina Cole, CA 92101  

Joe Cordileone, CA 92101  

Drew Dunk, CA 92101  

Joshua Gruenberg, CA 92101  

Chana Grunvald, CA 92101  

Ann Hart, CA 92101  

Brad Herrin, CA 92101  

Bruce Jaques, CA 92101  

Jeff Jordan, CA 92101  

Joshua Kuehler, CA 92101  

Gregory Lockyer, CA 92101  

Charley Myers, CA 92101  

Henry Rosen, CA 92101  

Jon Ruelle, CA 92101  

Julie Smith, CA 92101  

Kaylan Thornhill, CA 92101  



 

Keith Vandellen, CA 92101  

Kelly Vandenheuvel, CA 92101  

Leonard Flagg, CA 92102  

Christian Bulcao, CA 92103  

Elise Curry, CA 92103  

Bradley Foltz, CA 92103  

Wayne Maxwell, CA 92103  

Mary Padial, CA 92103  

Jack Ray, CA 92103  

Richard Thill, CA 92103  

Judybeth Tropp, CA 92103  

Viridiana Ayala, CA 92104   

Sandrs Chambers, CA 92104  

Amber Ferguson, CA 92104  

Derek Floyd, CA 92104  

Emily Greeno, CA 92104  

Susan Groves, CA 92104  

Janine Harty, CA 92104  

Albert Orcino, CA 92104  

Nancy Relaford, CA 92104  

Robert Silbaugh, CA 92104  

Todd Simpson, CA 92104  

Michelle Sullivan, CA 92104  

Lynne Graham, CA 92105  

Eric Green, CA 92105  

Margarita Jimenez, CA 92105  

Christopher Rocha, CA 92105  

Jennifer Boyd Mims, CA 92106  

Kirsten Chrisman, CA 92106  

Luther Lewis, CA 92106  

John Silva, CA 92106  

Tasha White, CA 92106  

Cindy English, CA 92107  

Alison Gang, CA 92107  

Daniel Garcia, CA 92107  

Zac Garripoli, CA 92107  

Shanann Klaver, CA 92107  

Amber Rabon, CA 92107  

Jaime Bartholomew, CA 92108  

Edward Billard, CA 92108  

Sharon Brown, CA 92108  

Helios Gonzalez, CA 92108  

Lynn Jarman, CA 92108  

Kim Myers, CA 92108  

George Salcedo, CA 92108  

Alejandra Bobadilla, CA 92109  

Thomas Cooper, CA 92109  

Hillary Cowan, CA 92109   

Mary Oreilly, CA 92109  

Rogelio Quesada, CA 92109  

Arlina Whetstone, CA 92109  

Joseph Atkinson, CA 92110  

John Goodwin, CA 92110  

Jennifer Latta, CA 92110  

Jason Raymond, CA 92110  

John Seymour, CA 92110  

Barbara Thomas, CA 92110  

Janis Cadwallader, CA 92111  

John Comes, CA 92111  

Carolyn Floyd, CA 92111  



 

Debra Frischer, CA 92111  

Virginia Holcomb, CA 92111  

Yael Kosta, CA 92111  

Ana Saucedo, CA 92111  

Yolanda Peraza, CA 92113  

Yolandra Thrash, CA 92113  

REBECCA CORREA, CA 92114  

Vivian Griffin, CA 92114  

Kelly Wallace, CA 92114  

Forest Fischer, CA 92115  

Kelly Gavin, CA 92115  

Holly Hamilton, CA 92115  

Jerry Mackenzie, CA 92115  
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This document is the 2023 Decadal Management Review Marine Protected Area Petition 
Evaluation Companion Document (Companion Document). The Companion Document 
and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Transmittal Memo should be 
read in advance of the 2023 Bin 2 Petition Evaluations as it includes supplemental 
information and additional context for the evaluations. 

INTRODUCTION 
At its February 14-15, 2024, meeting, the California Fish and Game Commission (CFGC) 
referred 20 Marine Protected Area (MPA) petitions to CDFW for review, evaluation, and 
recommendation. These petitions were sorted into Bin 1 and Bin 2 petitions. The Marine 
Resources Committee (MRC) considered CDFW’s recommendations on 5 Bin 1 petitions 
at the November 6-7, 2024 MRC meeting and CFGC adopted the MRC’s 

recommendations at the December 11-12, 2024 CFGC meeting.  

On August 14, 2025, the CFGC approved an evaluation framework (Framework) for the 15 
Bin 2 Petitions referred to the CDFW proposing changes to the MPA Network. CDFW 
developed the Framework, with support from staff at CFGC and Ocean Protection Council 
(OPC), based on the adaptive management process outlined in chapter 4 of the 2016 
Master Plan for MPAs. The 2016 Master Plan directs CDFW and CFGC to use the Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) goals and mandates, MPA objectives, and design considerations 
as the primary basis for evaluating any action taken to make changes to the MPA 
Network. The 2016 Master Plan adaptive management process also includes 
consideration of emerging issues, such as changes to the MPA Network that would 
enhance climate resilience and/or help mitigate climate impacts. CDFW considered 
climate change effects throughout the evaluation, recognizing that the effects of climate 
change are overarching and climate resilience is an implicit goal of adaptive 
management of the MPA Network as a whole. The Framework also draws from the 
Decadal Management Review (DMR) and recommendations, and the MPA Regulation 
Change Petition Framework approved by CFGC at their August 2023 meeting, which is 
rooted in the DMR recommendation cornerstones of MPA Governance, MPA Management 
Program Activities, and MPA Network Performance.  

The Framework includes the following sections:  

I. Petition Summary  
II. CDFW Draft Recommendations with Brief Justifications 
III. Bin 2 Petition Grouping: Identify Tribally-led Petitions 
IV. CDFW 2023 MPA Bin 2 Petition Narrative and Evaluation 
V. Supplemental Analyses, Data and Information, and Citations  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/27e78c677dca484ebfb37120abc59d10?item=2
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=133535&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=133535&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=209209&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213055&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=216395&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=216395&inline
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CDFW used the Framework to transparently evaluate petitions and develop 
recommendations to CFGC for the 2023 MPA Bin 2 petitions. The evaluations were based 
on materials submitted in December 2023 and amendments received through March 
2025; subsequent changes, improvements, or stakeholder engagement undertaken by 
petitioners after March 2025 were not considered. CDFW recognizes that new information 
on these petitions may be available for CFGC consideration. 

The Bin 2 petitions and petition actions vary in complexity, and the Framework is 
designed to address this spectrum of complexity. In some cases, it was more 
appropriate to evaluate Bin 2 petitions as a whole and in other cases, it was more 
appropriate to evaluate the individual proposed actions or grouped proposed actions 
that were similar within a petition. Not all evaluation components in Section IV applied to 
every proposed action or petition as they were not all relevant to each proposed action 
or petition. CDFW applied the evaluation components as appropriate, and the level of 
detail varied based on factors such as applicability of the question or information 
available. Non-regulatory requests were not evaluated through the Framework. For some 
petitions, CDFW recommended an alternative pathway to achieving the desired 
outcome of the proposed change. 

The DMR indicated the MPA Network is meeting expectations and functioning effectively 
to achieve the goals of the MLPA. Therefore, significant regulatory changes to the MPA 
Network should meet a high threshold of demonstrated conservation value and need, as 
well as clear, science-supported benefit.  

This evaluation is not the only process by which regulatory changes have been 
considered as part of the adaptive management of the MPA Network. Since 
implementation of California’s MPA Network, targeted legislative and regulatory 
refinements have been identified to align MPAs with their original intent, clarify or correct 
provisions, or address priority management and enforcement issues. Since 2013, four 
legislative amendments and seven regulatory packages have been enacted to 
strengthen and support the adaptive management of the MPA Network and 
Management Program. The regulatory amendments: 

• 2014 –  Clarified and corrected provisions, including general provisions, definitions, 
take, and boundaries 

• 2015 –  Clarified and corrected provisions, including general provisions, definitions, 
take, and boundaries. This includes refining and correcting boundary 
coordinates for 106 MPAs. 

• 2016 –  Added provisions for tribal take in north coast MPAs 
• 2018 –  Repealed a special closure due to conflict with private property 
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• 2018 –  Added provisions for tribal take in south coast MPAs and amended 
boundaries to better align with historical subsistence and cultural use 

• 2022 –   Cleaned up State Marine Recreational Management Area language 
• 2023 –   Provided a mechanism for operation and maintenance of pre-existing 

artificial structures in MPAs 

The legislative amendments include Senate Bill 96 (2013), Assembly Bill 298 (2015), 
Assembly Bill 2369 (2018), and Assembly Bill 63 (2021). See Appendix G of the Decadal 
Management Review for more information about regulatory packages and legislative 
amendments that apply to MPA Network management implemented since 2012. All 
amendments were deliberately and carefully constructed to preserve the integrity of the 
MPA Network.  

The Department remains committed to adaptive management through regulatory and 
non-regulatory pathways and will continue to work with tribes and partners to advance 
the recommendations of the DMR through a science-based inclusive statewide process 
consistent with the requirements of the MLPA and MPA Master Plan.  

 

SUPPLEMENTAL EVALUATION INFORMATION 
CDFW compiled supplemental information and additional context for the Tribally-led 
petitions, the responses to Evaluation Questions 1, 2a, 9, 10a, and 14, and Section V. 
Supplemental Analyses, Data and Information, And Citations. CFGC staff conducted the 
analysis and prepared the responses for Questions 16 and 17 and provided additional 
context for their evaluations below. The information provided here was common across 
the evaluations and is included here to prevent having to repeat it in each evaluation. 

TRIBALLY-LED PETITIONS  
This Companion Document includes a summary of the process for identifying Tribally-
led petitions, CDFW’s outreach to all California Native American tribes throughout the 
petitions process, and a summary of outreach and engagement with Tribally-led 
petitioners (Attachment A below). As directed by CFGC, CDFW evaluated the Tribally-led 
petitions with the CDFW 2023 MPA Bin 2 Petition Evaluation Framework. Tribally-led 
petitions, per CFGC direction, will next be discussed at the April 14, 2026, CFGC Tribal 
Committee Meeting. Note: California Native American tribe is the preferred term to use 
per the Governor's Office of Tribal Affairs when generally mentioning tribes of California, 
both federally and non-federally recognized. 

 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=207757&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=207757&inline
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The following petitions were identified by CFGC as Tribally-led petitions: 

• Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation: Remove Recreational Take of Smelt and Change the 
Boundary at Pyramid Point SMCA (2023-21MPA) 

• Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians (SYBCI): Designate a new Chitqawi SMCA in 
Morro Bay with a Tribal Exemption for SYBCI (2023-19MPA) 

• Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians: Change the Take and Add a Tribal 
Exemption at Point Buchon SMCA, Change the Boundary at Point Buchon SMR 
(2023-20MPA) 

• Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians: Designate a new SMCA near 
Mishopshno/Carpinteria with a Tribal Exemption for SYBCI (2023-29MPA) 

• Northern Chumash Tribal Council: Designate a new SMCA at Point Sal (Santa 
Barbara Co.) With Allowance for Recreational Take of Finfish by Hook and Line 
From Shore (2023-28MPA) 

Summary of Tribal Outreach and Engagement with California 
Native American Tribes for the 2023 MPA Petitions   

In late 2023, CFGC received 20 petitions from California Native American tribes (tribes) 
and the public requesting changes to California's Marine Protected Area (MPA) Network. 
The CFGC referred the 2023 MPA Petitions to CDFW to evaluate in early 2024. This 
document provides a summary of tribal outreach and engagement with California 
Native Tribes for the 20 MPA petitions, including five Tribally-led petitions, proposing 
approximately 70 changes to the MPA regulations for MPAs from southern California to 
the Oregon border (2023 MPA petitions). 

Summary of CDFW tribal outreach for all 2023 MPA petitions 

Since receiving the petitions, CDFW has provided regular updates on the status of the 
2023 MPA petitions and petition evaluation process through email communications and 
mailed letters to the CDFW tribal contact list. The CDFW tribal contact list includes over 
400 individuals across the state who represent and/or work for a California Native 
American tribe. The statewide list is maintained by CDFW’s Tribal Liaison and includes 
people on the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) contact list and others who 
have elected to receive updates from CDFW related to tribes. These updates included 
offers for consultation and meetings between tribes and CDFW. In October 2025, CFGC 
and CDFW sent letters via email and postal mail to the CDFW tribal contact list to 
specifically offer formal consultation or informal meetings on the 2023 MPA Petitions. 
CDFW also presented written and verbal updates at meetings of the CFGC’s Tribal 
Committee. These outreach efforts to tribes are summarized in Table 1. 
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Summary of additional outreach and engagement with tribes for Tribally-led petitions   

At the August 12, 2025, CFGC’s Tribal Committee meeting, the Tribal Committee identified 
four of the 2023 MPA petitions as Tribally-led petitions, which are petitions that were 
submitted by a tribe, representative designated by a tribe, or tribal organization, or have 
a tribal co-sponsor. These included:  

o 2023-19MPA submitted by Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians  
o 2023-20MPA submitted by Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians  
o 2023-21MPA submitted by Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation  
o 2023-29MPA submitted by Natural Resource Defense Council and co-sponsored 

by Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians  

At the May 7, 2025, meeting, the Tribal Committee requested CDFW send additional offers 
to all tribes for consultation on the remaining 2023 MPA Petitions and to reach out to offer 
to meet with tribes associated with the Tribally-led petitions. 

On October 16, 2025, CDFW distributed to the CDFW statewide tribal contact list a letter 
offering joint tribal consultation with CDFW and CFGC on any 2023 MPA petition. This letter 
was also included in the fall quarterly CDFW Tribal Updates email. 

On November 24, 2025, CFGC received a letter from Northern Chumash  
Tribal Council and Natural Resources Defense Council indicating that Northern Chumash 
Tribal Council was a formal co-sponsor for petition 2023-28MPA, and requested CFGC 
consider the petition a Tribally-led petition. 

At the December 9, 2025, Tribal Committee Meeting, the Tribal Committee reconsidered 
this petition and recommended CFGC designate it as a Tribally-led petition. At the 
December 11, 2025, CFGC Meeting, CFGC designated petition 2023-28MPA as a Tribally-
led petition. 

At the February 11, 2026, CFGC meeting, CFGC approved the addition of an update and 
discussion on the Tribally-led petitions at the April 14, 2026, Tribal Committee Meeting.  

Between September 2025 and February 2026, CDFW participated in several discussions 
with representatives of tribes regarding the Tribally-led petitions. 
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Table 1. Summary of CDFW tribal outreach and engagement to-date related to the 2023 
MPA petitions and petition process, including communication method and type of 
content. Unless otherwise specified, all tribal outreach communications included tribes 
listed on the CDFW tribal contact list maintained by CDFW’s Department Tribal Liaison, 
which includes 400 people from the NAHC Contact List and additional tribal 
representatives. 
Date   Method  Content  

5/31/2024  Email  Released Blog Post: Seeking Your Feedback to Help Manage California’s 
Marine Protected Area Network  
  

10/4/2024  Email  CDFW Informational MPA DMR Petition Process Update: Background, DMR 
petition process, next steps, upcoming meetings  
  

10/25/2024  Email  Released Blog Post: MPA Day   
  

11/22/2024  Email  CDFW Informational MPA DMR Petition Process Update: Background, DMR 
petition process, next steps, upcoming meetings  
  

4/11/2025  Email  CDFW Tribal Liaison provided Department update email, including CDFW 
Informational MPA DMR Petition Process Update  
  

5/7/2025  Tribal 
Committee: 
Meeting 
Materials  

Written Informational Update: California’s Marine Protected Area Network 
Decadal Management Review and Subsequent Marine Protected Area 
Regulation Amendment Petition Process (pg. 99 of 129)  
Verbal update on the 2023 MPA petitions and draft evaluation framework 
by Susan Ashcraft, Commission Marine Advisor  
  

8/14/2025  Tribal 
Committee: 
Meeting 
Presentation  
  

Presentation by Craig Shuman, CDFW Marine Region Manager, on 2023 
MPA petitions and draft evaluation framework. Tribal Committee 
identified four Tribally-led petitions.  

    9/2025  Email  CDFW invitation to meet to discuss petitions sent to petitioners for the 
four Tribally-led petitions  
  

10/16/2025  Mail  Invitation Letter for joint tribal consultation with CDFW and CFGC on any 
2023 MPA petition  
  

10/17/2025  Email  CDFW Tribal Liaison - Department update email, including CDFW 
Informational MPA DMR Petition Process Update and Invitation Letter for 
Joint Tribal Consultation  

10/20/2025 – 
2/27/26  

Meetings  Discuss Tribally-led petitions with tribal petitioners  
  

  



Attachment 1: Companion Document 

March 20, 2026  
8 

CDFW 2023 MPA BIN 2 PETITION EVALUATION 

EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
Question 1: Does the proposed change support the MPA Network in meeting one or 
more of the MLPA Goals and align with MPA Master Plan adaptive management 
objectives?  

The MLPA goals and Master Plan objectives are inextricably linked and act as the 
foundational tools that CDFW utilizes for effective adaptive management of the MPA 
Network. Individual MPAs in the Network were not necessarily designed to address all six 
goals of the MLPA but instead act as an important component of a functioning Network 
that was designed to holistically address the MLPA goals. As such, CDFW has evaluated 
the proposed actions within the broader adaptive management framework and how 
the proposed action may or may not align with the MLPA Goals/Master Plan objectives 
and advance MPA Network management. 

MLPA Goals 

1. Protect the natural diversity and abundance of marine life, and the structure, 
function and integrity of marine ecosystems. 

2. Help sustain, conserve and protect marine life populations, including those of 
economic value, and rebuild those that are depleted. 

3. Improve recreational, educational and study opportunities provided by marine 
ecosystems that are subject to minimal human disturbance, and to manage these 
uses in a manner consistent with protecting biodiversity. 

4. Protect marine natural heritage, including protection of representative and unique 
marine life habitats in CA waters for their intrinsic values. 

5. Ensure California’s MPAs have clearly defined objectives, effective management 
measures and adequate enforcement and are based in sound science guidelines. 

6. Ensure the State’s MPAs are designed and managed, to the extent possible, as a 
network. 

Master Plan Adaptive Management Objectives 

• Protect the structure and function of marine ecosystems 

• Improve native marine life populations, including those of economic value 

• Ensure minimal disturbance while allowing for sustainable opportunities for 
recreation, education and research 

• Ensure comprehensive representation of all key habitats, including unique 
habitats 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/MLPA
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=133535&inline
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• Use learning acquired through administration of the MPA Management Program 
to adaptively manage the objectives, management measures, enforcement 
efforts, and scientific guidelines to inform management decisions 

• MPAs function as a cohesive statewide network 

Question 2a: Does the proposed change advance adaptive management 
recommendations in the Decadal Management Review?  

Decadal Management Review  
Adaptive Management Recommendations  

Question 9: Does the proposed change improve individual MPA or MPA Network 
design so that it better aligns with or meets the MPA science guidelines?  

To ensure consistency across petition evaluations, CDFW developed a decision tree to 
evaluate if a proposed action would improve individual MPA or MPA Network design 
and/or improve alignment with the Science Guidelines (Figure 1). The decision tree 
includes considerations such as whether the proposed change has the potential to 
affect the MPA’s size or level of protection and other questions to respond to the 
question. The Science Guidelines were developed by the Science Advisory Team during 
the MLPA Initiative planning process to provide quantitative, science-based guidance 
for achieving network-scale ecological objectives (e.g., North Coast Study Region 
guidance Executive Summary from the North Coast SAT Methods Used to Evaluate MPA 
Proposals). While there were slight deviations between planning regions in the amount 
of individual habitat types necessary to meet habitat representation and replication 
targets, key design elements were consistent statewide. In particular, MPAs intended to 
contribute to ecological goals were required to be at least 9 square miles in size and 
meet one of the three highest levels of protection (Very High, High, or Moderate-High). 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=209209&&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213055&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213055&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=241393&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=241393&inline
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Figure 1. Decision tree framework used to formulate responses for Question 9 for each 
proposed action. The starting point, at the upper left corner, is based on whether the 
proposed change has the potential to affect the MPA’s size or level of protection. The rest 
of the questions help to identify the effects such a change may have on the design of the 
individual MPA and the MPA Network. Based on this decision tree, the effects of a 
proposed action were determined to belong to one of the following groups:  

A. Not applicable because the proposed action does not affect MPA size or LOP. 
Proposed action does not improve the design of the individual MPA or the MPA 
Network, nor does it enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines.  

B. New MPA meets minimum size and LOP requirements. Proposed action would 
improve Network design and enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines.  

C. New MPA does not meet minimum size and/or LOP requirement. Proposed action 
does not improve Network design, nor does it enhance alignment with the Science 
Guidelines.  

D. Not applicable because the Science Guidelines do not apply to special closures. 
Proposed action does not improve Network design, nor does it enhance alignment 
with the Science Guidelines.  
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E. Neither existing MPA nor as proposed meets minimum size and/or LOP 
requirement. Proposed action does not improve the design of the individual MPA 
or the MPA Network, nor does it enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines. 

F. Existing MPA does not meet minimum size and/or LOP requirement, but would 
meet both as proposed. Proposed action improves the design of the individual 
MPA and the MPA Network, and enhances alignment with the Science Guidelines. 

G. Existing MPA does not meet minimum size and/or LOP requirement. Proposed 
change improves individual MPA design, but does not improve MPA Network 
design or enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines.  

H. Existing MPA meets minimum size and LOP requirements, but no longer would as 
proposed. Proposed action does not improve the design of the individual MPA or 
the MPA Network, nor does it enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines. 

I. Existing MPA meets minimum size and LOP requirements. MPA as proposed meets 
both criteria but no longer meets one or more Science Guidelines. Proposed 
action does not improve the design of the individual MPA or the MPA Network, nor 
does it enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines. 

J. Existing MPA meets minimum size and LOP requirements. Proposed action results 
in meeting additional Science Guideline(s). Proposed action improves design of 
individual MPA and MPA Network, and enhances alignment with the Science 
Guidelines. 

K. Existing MPA meets minimum size and LOP requirements. Proposed action 
increases the amount of habitat(s) protected but additional Science Guidelines 
are not met. Proposed action improves the design of the individual MPA but not of 
the MPA Network, and does not enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines. 

L. Both existing MPA and as proposed meet minimum size and LOP requirements. 
Proposed action does not improve the design of the individual MPA or the MPA 
Network, nor does it enhance alignment with the Science Guidelines. 

Question 10a: Does the proposed change align with CDFW Feasibility Guidelines?   
CDFW Feasibility Guidelines 

Question 14: Does the proposed change provide more equitable access 
opportunities (e.g., fishing, educational, and/or other recreational opportunities) 
for traditionally underserved or marginalized communities?  

CDFW is committed to improving access to marine resources in California for 
traditionally underserved and marginalized communities. This question was included in 
the evaluation framework because of that commitment, as well as input from partners 
to prioritize improvement of accessibility and recommendations from the Decadal 
Management Review (DMR) to integrate justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=225966&inline


Attachment 1: Companion Document 

March 20, 2026  
12 

principles into MPA management. However, after exploration of the available 
information and methods that could be used to address this question for each 
proposed action, CDFW determined that providing the level of evaluation this question 
and the relevant communities deserve was not possible within the scope of the petition 
evaluations. Most of the petitions did not include sufficient information to accurately 
assess benefits and/or impacts to historically marginalized and underserved 
communities. Additional details and outreach are needed by petitioners to support this 
portion of the analysis. 

Additionally, in evaluating this question, CDFW reviewed multiple information sources, 
and found there are many different approaches to defining and identifying 
“traditionally underserved or marginalized communities.” CDFW reviewed the definition 
of disadvantaged communities (DACs) in Senate Bill 535; which is based on pollution 
burden and federally recognized tribal status (a map of DACs per this definition is 
available here, data used to determine community status is available through the 
CalEnviroScreen tool). Using excess pollution burden to define and identify 
disadvantaged communities has some applicability to the MPA Network, such as 
concerns related to water quality. However, it did not seem like the most appropriate 
approach for defining and identifying “traditionally underserved or marginalized 
communities” or evaluating issues related to accessing fishing, recreation, or 
educational opportunities in the context of the MPA Network. 

CDFW considered the definition of DACs utilized by the California Department of Water 
Resources, where DACs are areas where median annual household income is 80% or 
less of the statewide median annual household income (a map of those communities 
is available here). However, when examined spatially, this definition covers much of the 
area of the state, making it difficult to identify discrete communities. 

CDFW found the data and information in the California Governor’s Office of Land Use 
and Climate Innovation’s Vulnerable Communities Platform would likely be the best to 
help understand access issues related to the MPA Network. The Vulnerable 
Communities Platform provides information on more specific and potentially 
applicable metrics, such as food insecurity and linguistic isolation, which could be used 
to better understand access issues (e.g., subsistence fishing, language access for 
outreach materials, individual indicators data is available here). However, using this 
information would require a determination of the most appropriate criteria to identify 
objective thresholds to define traditionally underserved or marginalized communities. 

Given that lack of sufficient information on benefits to historically marginalized and 
underserved communities in the petitions as filed, CDFW will continue to work with 
tribes and other partners on a broader approach outside of the narrow scope of this 
petition process to assess access and equity issues across the entire MPA Network. This 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1c21c53da8de48f1b946f3402fbae55c/page/SB-535-Disadvantaged-Communities
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/11d2f52282a54ceebcac7428e6184203/page/CalEnviroScreen-4_0
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/dacs/
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/dacs/
https://vcp.lci.ca.gov/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/652c6def7040429bafe23c38966f8f73/page/Individual-Indicators
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includes working on DMR Recommendation 8, to “Evaluate the accessibility of MPAs to 
various community groups.” Through this separate process, CDFW could work 
collaboratively with communities and partners, including to align on:  

• A definition of “traditionally underserved or marginalized communities” in the 
context of the MPA Network or access to marine resources, developed with and for 
communities,  

• Barriers to access experienced by these communities related to access to marine 
resources and/or MPAs, and  

• Methods by which those barriers may be mitigated. 

Question 16: Is the proposed change consistent with the CFGC Justice, Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion Policy? 

California Fish and Game Commission (CFGC) staff conducted this analysis and 
prepared the response to Question 16.   

Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Policy Overview 

The California Fish and Game Commission’s (CFGC) Justice, Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion Policy (JEDI Policy) reflects CFGC’s deep commitment and responsibility to 
support safe and equitable access to California’s thriving native wildlife and natural 
habitats, supported by inclusive decision‑making that reflects the needs and values of 
the state’s diverse communities. The policy acknowledges the significant past 
injustices experienced by historically marginalized and underserved communities and 
seeks to correct the burdens these communities have faced in accessing nature, 
participating in regulatory decision-making, and the privilege often associated with 
outdoor access. The JEDI Policy also considers and seeks to correct the 
disproportionate burdens on California Native American tribes and recognizes their 
interwoven stewardship relationships with the environment.  

The JEDI Policy identifies 13 individual commitments referred to as “actions” that guide 
how CFGC advances its JEDI commitments. Implementation of the policy has been an 
ongoing priority of CFGC since its adoption in February 2022 and CFGC staff are 
continuing to explore meaningful ways to meet its commitments. Inclusion of the JEDI 
Policy in the evaluation framework was intended to highlight this commitment.   

Evaluation of MPA Petitions 

Evaluating MPA petitions for their consistency with CFGC’s JEDI Policy marked the first 
time CFGC staff attempted to systematically apply the policy’s principles to inform 
CFGC decision-making. Through the process of evaluating MPA petitions against the 
JEDI Policy, CFGC staff found it was unable to make determinations about whether, or to 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=199236&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=199236&inline
https://fgc.ca.gov/About/JEDI
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what extent, any specific petition advances or conflicts with the JEDI Policy. The findings 
are described in detail here, along with next steps to resolve these limitations moving 
forward. 

CFGC staff reviewed the pending MPA petitions to identify conceptual intersections with 
JEDI principles. Of the 13 commitments in the policy, 7 are not relevant to the evaluation 
because they focus on internal operations, partnerships, and governance processes. 
The remaining 6 are directly applicable to the MPA petitions: 

• Considering and correcting for disproportionate burdens on historically 
marginalized communities,  

•  Improving responsiveness to the needs of marginalized fish and wildlife users;   

• Amplifying tribal voices and issues,  

• Considering the implications of decisions on subsistence activities, 

• Improving and championing safe and equitable access to abundant and healthy 
fish and wildlife populations, and  

• Promoting cultural, community, and economic opportunities related to fish and 
wildlife that CFGC regulates.  

In seeking to apply the six applicable commitments, staff identified several knowledge 
gaps that limited its ability to provide consistent or objective petition-level JEDI 
determinations. Ultimately, CFGC staff concluded that there is insufficient information 
available to meaningfully assess potential JEDI-related implications of petitions in a 
manner that reflects the intent of the policy.  

Key concepts such as subsistence activities, equitable access to abundant fish and 
wildlife populations, and cultural, community and economic opportunities do not have 
Commission-adopted definitions, metrics, or measurable criteria. Without clearly 
articulated definitions, datasets, or rubrics, petition-specific JEDI assessments would be 
inherently speculative. Staff has, however, gained a clearer understanding of these 
gaps, which will be important to address in future policy implementation. 

Tribally-Led Petitions 

One area that CFGC has already recognized is the distinct role of petitions that amplify 
tribal voices, which is reflected in how CFGC has grouped these petitions for discussion. 
Five petitions were submitted either by a tribe or with tribal participation as co-
sponsors for petitions submitted by non-tribal proponents; CFGC has grouped these as 
“Tribally-led,” which includes tribally cosponsored petitions. Some of these petitions 
advance tribally identified MPA names and, in some cases, include recommendations 
related to pursuing co-management or co-stewardship. Collectively, they reflect the 



Attachment 1: Companion Document 

March 20, 2026  
15 

interests of federally recognized tribes as well as non-federally recognized tribal 
communities with enduring relationships to California’s coast. Many of these proposals 
have the potential to foster long-term partnerships or shared leadership with California 
Native American tribes, which are considered marginalized and/or underserved 
communities, supporting the broader intent of CFGC’s JEDI Policy.   

Petitioner Intent 

CFGC staff acknowledges that several petitions explicitly reference, within their petition 
rationale(s), goals related to equitable access, subsistence activities, long-term 
abundance of fish and wildlife, or other JEDI‑related intentions. While the stated 
intentions are important context, the previously-described evaluation limitations 
prevent staff from assessing the degree to which these intentions may achieve the 
goals. CFGC staff acknowledges that changes to harvest or non‑consumptive access 
may relate to subsistence or equity considerations, but cannot reliably characterize the 
nature or extent of those relationships without risking over‑generalization or 
speculation.  

Current and Future Focus 

In the absence of the tools needed for petition‑level JEDI analysis, and because many 
JEDI commitments were intended primarily to guide CFGC processes, CFGC staff has 
begun to focus on the overall petition process, including planning for regional MPA 
petition meetings. CFGC staff efforts have included: consulting with partners to inform 
development of approaches to support safe and inclusive participation; selecting 
meeting locations near affected communities to reduce travel barriers; elevating tribal 
voices; increasing transparency about meeting format and expectations; and 
exploring additional ways to provide accessible engagement opportunities. The 
regional meetings are an opportunity for CFGC to engage with local communities 
regarding MPA petitions. Proposals that reflect community knowledge, lived experience, 
and local needs align more closely with the inclusive decision-making envisioned by 
the JEDI Policy. Public comments emphasizing the level of community engagement, or 
lack thereof, were not considered when conducting the petition evaluations. 

Evaluation of the MPA petitions has highlighted critical next steps needed to strengthen 
CFGC’s ability to apply the JEDI Policy in future evaluations. Consistent with the intent of 
Recommendation 8 in CDFW’s Marine Protected Area Network Decadal Management 
Review — a mid-term priority focused on evaluating the accessibility of MPAs to various 
community groups — staff recognizes that broader collaborative efforts with various 
partners will be needed to establish the foundational elements for integrating JEDI 
considerations across the MPA Network. Advancing this work will support both the 
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CFGC’s JEDI Policy goals and more meaningful future evaluations, beyond what is 
possible within the limited scope of this petition process. 

Links 

JEDI Policy:  California Fish and Game Commission Justice, Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion Policy, approved February 16, 2022 

JEDI Policy Definitions: California Fish and Game Commission JEDI Definitions 

Question 17: Is the proposed change consistent with the CFGC Coastal Fishing 
Communities Policy? 

CFGC staff conducted this analysis and prepared the responses to Question 17 for the 
proposed actions in the evaluations. CFGC staff provided this additional context for 
their evaluations of Question 17. 

Coastal Fishing Communities Policy Overview  

The CFGC Coastal Fishing Communities (CFC) Policy guides CFGC, in partnership with 
CDFW, in supporting the long-term needs, social well-being, and economic health of 
California’s coastal fishing communities while upholding the conservation and 
management goals central to both agencies’ missions and mandates. The CFC Policy 
defines coastal fishing communities broadly as: (a) social, cultural, economic, and/or 
place-based groups whose members are dependent upon, engaged in, or benefit from 
local, wild-capture, commercial, recreational, or subsistence marine harvest or 
processing to meet the social and economic needs of the community; (b) include, but 
are not limited to, the businesses and organizations that depend upon or support those 
activities; and (c) may be a subset or member of larger or associated coastal 
communities. Adopted in February 2024, the CFC Policy formalizes a vision for how 
CFGC engages with fishing communities, incorporates their needs into decision-
making, and contributes to their resilience.  

Evaluation of MPA Petitions  

Evaluating MPA petitions for their consistency with CFGC’s CFC Policy marked the first 
time CFGC staff has attempted to apply the policy’s principles to inform CFGC 
decision-making. Through the process of evaluating MPA petitions against the policy, 
CFGC staff found it was unable to make determinations about whether, or to what 
extent, any specific petition advances or conflicts with the goals of the CFC Policy. The 
findings are described in detail here, along with next steps to resolve these limitations 
moving forward. 

https://fgc.ca.gov/About/JEDI
https://fgc.ca.gov/About/JEDI
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=199237&inline
https://fgc.ca.gov/About/Policies/Fisheries#Communities
https://fgc.ca.gov/About/Policies/Fisheries#Communities
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The goal of Question 17 is to identify where petitioned actions may conceptually 
intersect with the CFC Policy—not to evaluate biological outcomes addressed 
elsewhere in the petition evaluation framework or provide a full socioeconomic 
analysis.  

As CFGC staff applied the CFC Policy to each petition and its proposed actions, it 
became clear that only limited information is currently available to assess potential 
implications for coastal fishing communities. The policy encompasses broad aims, 
such as maintaining or enhancing fishing opportunities, supporting community 
resilience and adaptive capacity, and ensuring coastal fishing community interests are 
meaningfully factored into CFGC decision-making.   

However, CFGC does not yet have detailed economic, demographic, or cultural data to 
determine how proposed regulatory changes may affect specific coastal fishing 
communities. Existing statewide information—primarily the Ocean Sport Fishing web 
application and community profiles from FishingCommunities.net, last updated in 2023 
using 2021 data—provides useful general context on ports, landings, and community 
characteristics. CFGC staff expertise and experience also contributed to the 
understanding of impacts of petitioned actions on nearby coastal fishing communities. 
These sources of information do not provide the level of resolution necessary to draw 
conclusions about individual community dependence, vulnerability, or long-term 
resilience.  

Given the limitations, CFGC staff focused the evaluation on three elements that could 
be consistently and objectively applied across all petitions:   

• Describes the nature of the proposed regulatory change,   

• Identifies whether a petition action would increase, decrease, or have no direct 
effect on commercial or recreational fishing opportunity within or near the 
affected MPA, and  

• Identifies the coastal fishing communities most geographically-proximate to the 
affected area, by identifying the nearest ports or harbors and travel distance 
between them, although these do not necessarily reflect smaller coastal fishing 
communities that may be affected.   

Some petition actions were given “not applicable” responses, reflecting that those 
actions are not subject to evaluation as they are either not regulatory change requests 
or they are proposals outside of the regulatory framework for MPA management.   

Some petitions propose increasing fishing opportunities, which could conceptually 
support short- or long-term community resilience within the context of California’s 
existing fishing regulations and the broader fisheries management goals, and other 
petitions propose strengthening or expanding MPAs, which may confer long-term 
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ecological benefits that indirectly support fishing communities. However, CFGC staff 
cannot evaluate the proposed changes on biological, stock-related, or long-term 
effects relative to supporting fishing opportunities under this question.  

A full understanding of potential benefits or impacts to coastal fishing communities 
requires meaningful input from the community members themselves—commercial, 
recreational, and subsistence harvesters, as well as the businesses and organizations 
that support local fishing economies. CFGC staff view this evaluation as an initial step 
based on the information currently available, and not as a comprehensive assessment 
of the lived experience, priorities, or needs of individual communities. Public comments 
that provide such feedback have not been directly considered in the evaluation. While 
CFGC has received a wealth of public comments to inform its understanding of the 
range of views thus far, CFGC’s upcoming regional MPA petition review meetings will 
provide an important opportunity for commenters to further supplement CFGC staff’s 
analysis with direct feedback from those most connected to the affected areas. 
Continued dialogue with coastal fishing communities will help strengthen the 
foundation for applying the CFC Policy in future decision-making and improve CFGC’s 
ability to better understand and support the adaptive capacity and long-term 
resilience of California’s fishing communities over time.  

Possible next steps in policy implementation and pathways to begin filling data gaps is 
anticipated for discussion at a future CFGC Marine Resources Committee meeting. This 
discussion ideally would lead to developing options and needs to enable integrating 
consideration of the CFC policy into CFGC's decision-making.  

Links  

CFC Policy: California Fish and Game Commission Coastal Fishing Communities Policy, 
adopted February 14, 2024 (also included on the following page) 

Current Regulations Map: Ocean Sport Fishing Web App  

Partner website, California Fishing Communities, providing profiles of the history, 
economics, and culture of California's fishing communities (last updated in 2023 with 
2021 data): FishingCommunities.net   

SUMMARY OF OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
After completing the evaluations, none of the petition evaluations had information to 
include in this section beyond what was provided in the other five sections of the 
evaluation. Consequently, this section was removed from the evaluations. 

https://fgc.ca.gov/About/Policies/Fisheries#Communities
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ff600a0249fe42f6aba0a0c30cc52eed
https://fishingcommunities.net/
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Reclassify Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR and Limit Allowable 
Uses at Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs to Recreational 
Spearfishing (2023-34MPA) 

I. PETITION SUMMARY 
CFGC Tracking Number 2023-34MPA 
Petition Contact/Affiliation Laura Deehan, Environmental California Research and 

Policy Center and Azul 
Number of Proposed Actions  3 
Affected MPAs Point Buchon State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), 

Farnsworth Onshore SMCA, Farnsworth Offshore SMCA 
Petition Summary Reclassify Point Buchon SMCA as a State Marine Reserve 

(SMR) and modify allowed uses at Farnsworth Onshore 
and Offshore SMCAs. 

Link to StoryMap page  2023-34MPA 
 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a99b6d8c88cb41c789a94407a61772c9#ref-n-Jw80cL
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II. CDFW DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS AND BRIEF JUSTIFICATION 
Note: If a change to the Marine Protected Area (MPA) regulations is not needed to address the proposed change, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) did not evaluate the proposed change using the framework. However, 
CDFW may recommend an alternative pathway to achieving the desired outcome of the proposed change. 

Petition Action ID and 
Proposed Action 

Petitioner’s Stated Rationale 
and Brief Justification for 

Proposed Actions 

CDFW Draft Recommendation and  
Brief Justification 

2023-34MPA_1 
Reclassify Point Buchon 
SMCA to SMR to prohibit take. 

The petitioner’s stated intent 
for the proposed change is 
that compliance with Point 
Buchon SMCA/SMR 
regulations is very low and 
the current level of protection 
does not provide sufficient 
benefits. Change of 
classification will increase 
compliance and level of 
protection. 

Deny.  
The proposed reclassification of Point Buchon SMCA as an 
SMR would not improve MPA design or function within the 
Network and would create unnecessary socioeconomic 
impacts. Scientific review shows that additional No-take 
protections would not increase habitat representation, 
ecological function, or connectivity beyond what the 
existing SMR/SMCA cluster already provides. Compliance 
concerns raised in the proposal are not supported by 
enforcement data, which indicate generally low citation 
levels and improving trends. Maintaining recreational and 
commercial salmon and albacore fishing aligns with the 
original design intent of the SMCA and balances 
conservation with community needs. 
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Petition Action ID and 
Proposed Action 

Petitioner’s Stated Rationale 
and Brief Justification for 

Proposed Actions 

CDFW Draft Recommendation and  
Brief Justification 

2023-34MPA_2 
Change regulations to allow 
only recreational 
spearfishing within 
Farnsworth Onshore SMCA 
boundaries.  

The petitioner’s stated intent 
for the proposed change is 
that allowed take in the 
SMCA creates confusion and 
causes violations, and the 
current level of protection 
does not provide sufficient 
benefits. Change of 
regulations will increase 
compliance and level of 
protection. 

Deny. 
Available information does not demonstrate that the 
proposed change to further restrict allowed gear types in 
the affected MPA would produce measurable ecological 
benefits to benthic species or the Network beyond current 
conditions. Concerns raised regarding illegal fishing are 
primarily related to enforcement challenges rather than 
regulatory confusion and are better addressed through 
non-regulatory measures. Longterm MPA monitoring data 
do not indicate declines in key protected resources, such 
as California hydrocoral. Implementing the proposed 
change would be inconsistent with the original intent of the 
MPAs, unlikely to advance MLPA Goals, and would 
unnecessarily impact recreational and commercial 
fisheries.  

2023-34MPA_3 
Change regulations to allow 
only recreational 
spearfishing within 
Farnsworth Offshore SMCA 
boundaries. 

See 2023-34MPA_2. Deny. 
See 2023-34MPA_2. 



CDFW DRAFT EVALUATION 2023-34MPA Deehan 

March 2026 
4  

III. BIN 2 PETITION GROUPING: IDENTIFY TRIBALLY-LED PETITIONS 
The 2023 MPA Petition Companion Document (Attachment 1) includes a summary of the process for identifying Tribally-led 
petitions, CDFW’s outreach to all California Native American tribes1 (tribes) throughout the petitions process, and a 
summary of outreach and engagement with Tribally-led petitioners. Tribally-led petitions were evaluated with the CDFW 
2023 MPA Bin 2 Petition Evaluation Framework. 

Tribal Components Questions Answer and Explanation 
Was the petition submitted by a California Native American 
tribe, representative designated by a tribe or tribal 
organization, or have a tribal co-sponsor? If yes, 

a. Does the proposed change explicitly aim to advance 
tribal co-management, subsistence harvesting, 
stewardship, and/or provide a tribal benefit through 
recognizing the cultural significance of an area? 

b. Is the proposed regulatory change explicitly linked to 
a tribe or tribes? (i.e. tribal exemption, tribal take only 
MPA, or new MPA for co-management).  

No, this petition was not submitted by a tribe or 
representative designated by a tribe and does not have a 
tribal co-sponsor. 
 

 

1 California Native American tribe is the preferred term to use per the Governor's Office of Tribal Affairs when generally mentioning tribes of California, 
both federally and non-federally recognized. 
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IV. PETITION EVALUATION   
EVALUATION NARRATIVE AND OVERVIEW FOR 2023-34MPA_1 
The petitioner has requested to reclassify Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR. The proposed 
change aims to address the petitioner’s desire to “improve conservation outcomes for 
California SMCAs with compliance issues and low levels of protection.” The petition cites 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) law enforcement updates and 
outcomes from a series of compliance forums as identifying Point Buchon as a potential 
hotspot of low compliance (MPACN 2020a). The petitioner asserts that the perceived 
compliance issues could reduce the ecological benefits this MPA would otherwise 
provide to the Network. 

The petitioner proposes merging the existing offshore Point Buchon SMCA with the 
adjacent onshore Point Buchon SMR to create a single, No-take MPA. The current SMCA 
regulations permit recreational and commercial fishing for salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.) 
and albacore (Thunnus alalunga). The petitioner states redesignation to an SMR would 
"increase the level of protection and help to improve enforceability" due to perceived low 
compliance and the headlands of Point Buchon allegedly obscuring the southeast 
corner from view, facilitating poaching (MPACN 2020a). They also cite anticipated 
impacts from “growing threats related to climate change, increased human use, new 
ocean uses, and infrastructure projects such as offshore wind and aquaculture” as 
reasons for "stronger protections."  

The petitioner asserts the proposed action aligns with one or more goals of the Marine 
Life Protection Act (MLPA). However, CDFW’s evaluation finds the proposed change: 

• Is inconsistent with the goal of the MPA, as defined during the MLPA Initiative 
planning process, 

• Does not align with the original intent of the MPA, 
• Would not provide measurable benefits to the MPA Network beyond what is 

currently offered, and 

• Would unnecessarily impact recreational and commercial fishing. 

Since the onset of digital citation tracking in 2016, citations within Point Buchon SMCA 
were fewer than 10 citations per year until 2022, where MED issued 19 citations (Table 1), 
which MED attributed to reductions in rockfish bag limits implemented through 
emergency action for that year (CFGC 2022). While No-take MPAs are generally easier to 
enforce than partial take MPAs, Point Buchon SMCA balances the goals of the MLPA to 
provide recreational opportunities while affording a High Level of Protection (LOP). To 
improve compliance, MED increased enforcement, as well as education and outreach in 
partnership with the MPA Collaborative Network (MPACN), Ocean Protection Council, 
California Marine Sanctuary Foundation, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and others at Point 
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Buchon SMCA. Following these efforts, citations decreased to 14 citations in 2023 and 
none during 2024 or 2025. In addition to outreach and education, a Community 
Compliance Forum cited by the petitioner also recommended enhanced monitoring 
tools like M2 radar systems (MPACN 2020a), which CDFW supports. Reclassifying the 
SMCA to an SMR was not a recommended solution during these forums and is unlikely to 
benefit compliance more effectively than continued enforcement and outreach and 
education. 

Point Buchon SMCA currently supports important near-port fishing opportunities for 
salmon and albacore when individuals of these species are present and fishing 
regulations allow. Prohibiting these fisheries would disproportionately affect local fishers 
who rely on a limited number of offshore access points along this portion of the coast 
without added ecological benefit. During the Central Coast MLPA Initiative planning 
process, inclusion of an SMCA portion within the Point Buchon cluster was intended to 
minimize socioeconomic impacts by allowing recreational and commercial fishing for 
albacore and salmon. Due to the selectivity of the fishing gear for these species, this 
MPA’s design also met the Science Advisory Team (SAT) criteria for a High LOP. Together 
with the onshore SMR, the current SMCA is a backbone MPA (i.e., habitat replicate), 
facilitating ecological connectivity within the Network. This design aligns with MLPA Goals 
by balancing ecological protection with socioeconomic considerations.  

Although reclassifying Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR would increase its LOP from High to 
Very High, this change is not expected to enhance the design of the MPA Network, as the 
MPA is already serving its ecological connectivity role, and is likely to provide minimal 
enhanced protection to salmon and albacore. Both species are migratory and their 
presence in the area varies on different temporal scales (e.g., seasonally, decadal), 
depending on a variety of atmospheric and oceanographic factors. Given the temporary 
presence of these species within the MPA and that compliance with MPA regulations has 
improved since 2022, CDFW anticipates the proposed change would have minimal 
ecological benefit beyond what is currently offered.  

While offshore wind development areas are in the planning phase near Point Buchon, 
there is currently insufficient information to support the assertion that converting this 
partial-take MPA to a No-take MPA would increase ecological resilience or mitigate 
potential impacts from future infrastructure. Similarly, CDFW acknowledges the 
petitioner’s concerns regarding other future stressors (e.g., climate change, human use, 
aquaculture) on California’s coastal ecosystems; however, it is unlikely that prohibiting 
recreational and commercial fishing of salmon and albacore in Point Buchon SMCA 
would be more effective at increasing the MPA’s resilience to these stressors than 
continuing education, outreach, and enforcement to ensure compliance.  
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In summary, the information reviewed by CDFW indicates that compliance at Point 
Buchon SMCA has improved since 2022 and that the proposal to convert the SMCA to an 
SMR is inconsistent with the original intent of the MPA, is unlikely to measurably enhance 
protection beyond what is currently offered, and thus, would unnecessarily impact 
recreational and commercial fishing opportunities for salmon and albacore. More 
appropriate adaptive management measures for this MPA include continuing education, 
outreach, enforcement, and supporting enhanced monitoring tools like M2 radar 
systems.  

RECOMMENDATION FOR 2023-34MPA_1 
Given these considerations, and the information in the evaluation questions below, 
CDFW recommends California Fish and Game Commission (CFGC) DENY 2023-
34MPA_1 proposed change to redesignate Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR. 

EVALUATION NARRATIVE AND OVERVIEW FOR 2023-34MPA_2 & 2023-34MPA_3 
The petitioner has requested to modify take regulations for Farnsworth Onshore and 
Offshore SMCAs. The proposed changes aim to address the petitioner’s overall stated 
problem to “improve conservation outcomes for California SMCAs with compliance 
issues and low levels of protection.” The petition cites CDFW law enforcement updates 
and outcomes from a series of compliance forums as identifying these two MPAs as 
potential hotspots of low compliance (MPACN 2020b). The petitioner asserts that the 
perceived compliance issues could cause potential negative effects on the ecological 
benefits these MPAs would otherwise provide to the Network. 

The proposal requests to reduce the take allowance at Farnsworth Onshore and 
Farnsworth Offshore SMCAs to only allow recreational spearfishing. The petitioner states 
the two MPAs “are currently ‘minimally protected’... due to the substantial number of gear 
types allowed and species targeted.” The petitioner further states that the regulatory 
language of the two MPAs “is almost impossible to detect, leading to confusion about 
what is and isn’t permitted.” The petition also cites MPACN reports of alleged illegal 
activity by commercial passenger fishing vessels targeting groundfish at Farnsworth 
Offshore SMCA (MPACN 2020b). The petitioner asserts that the proposed action to allow 
spearfishing only would increase compliance and protection and align with one or more 
Goals of the MLPA. They also stated a need to better protect a highly sensitive, rare, and 
valuable ecosystem, specifically benthic habitats that support California hyrdrocoral 
(Stylaster californicus) and black (Haliotis cracherodii) and white (Haliotis sorenseni) 
abalone. However, given the evaluation presented below, CDFW finds the 
proposed change:     

• Is inconsistent with the MLPA Initiative-established MPA Goals, which are still 
relevant today, 

• Does not align with the original intent of the MPAs, 
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• Is unlikely to provide measurable benefits to the benthic habitat or the MPA 
Network beyond what is currently offered, and  

• Would unnecessarily impact recreational and commercial fishing.  

Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs are part of a cluster of MPAs located on the 
windward side of Santa Catalina Island off southern California. The primary distinction in 
regulations between the two Farnsworth SMCAs is the take of pelagic finfish2, where the 
Offshore SMCA allows recreational take of pelagic finfish by hook-and-line or 
spearfishing, and the Onshore SMCA allows recreational take of pelagic finfish by 
spearfishing only. All other recreational and commercial regulations are identical in both 
MPAs and include recreational take of market squid by hand-held dip net; white seabass 
by spearfishing; and marlin, tuna and dorado by trolling. The Farmsworth SMCAs also 
allow commercial take of coastal pelagic species3 by round-haul net, brail gear, and 
light boat; and swordfish by harpoon.   

The petitioner’s claims that the affected SMCAs are currently minimally protected are 
based on levels of protection defined in Grorud-Colvert et al.’s (2021) MPA Guide 
framework. The MPA Guide was developed to provide general guidance on MPA design 
and a consistent approach for categorizing and comparing MPAs at a global scale. 
However, the more appropriate resource for determining the LOP of California’s MPAs is 
the MLPA Initiative regional LOPs assigned by the SAT. When designing California’s MPA 
Network, scientists in each planning region specifically assigned each MPA an LOP that 
reflects region-specific fisheries, gear types, and species–habitat interactions, which 
were then extensively vetted through the regional stakeholder process.   

During the MLPA Initiative Planning Process, the key purpose identified for the Farnsworth 
Onshore and Offshore SMCAs was to protect the unique pinnacles, habitats, and species 
on and around Farnsworth Bank (MLPA 2009a). The Blue Ribbon Task Force chose an MPA 
design that provided a High LOP while minimizing socioeconomic impacts to the 
commercial squid and swordfish harpoon fisheries. This was achieved by only allowing 
pelagic fishing and gear types, which had been assigned a High LOP by the SAT. Thus, 
regulations at both Farnsworth SMCAs were specifically designed to prohibit bottom-
contact fishing gear to protect benthic habitats. Having met size and spacing SAT 

 

2 Albacore, bluefin, bigeye, and yellowfin tuna (Thunnus spp.); skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis); dorado 
(dolphinfish) (Coryphaena hippurus); striped marlin (Kajikia audax); thresher sharks (common, pelagic, and 
bigeye) (Alopias spp.); shortfin mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus); blue shark (Prionace glauca); and Pacific 
swordfish (Xiphias gladius) 
3 northern anchovy (Engraulis mordax), Pacific sardine (Sardinops sagax), Pacific mackerel (Scomber 
japonicus), jack mackerel (Trachurus symmetricus), and market squid (Doryteuthis opalescens) 
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guidelines (in addition to a High LOP), these MPAs were also designed as habitat 
replicates to facilitate ecological connectivity within the MPA Network.   

The two MPAs replaced and expanded upon a previous, smaller protected area named 
Farnsworth Bank SMCA, which was established in 1972 by CFGC to prevent the collection 
and harvest of California hydrocoral. Farnsworth Bank, a high spot in the benthic 
topography within the SMCA, was also designated an Area of Special Biological 
Significance by the State Water Resources Control Board on March 21, 1974 and is widely 
visited by commercial diving vessels due to its pinnacles and hydrocoral densities. 
During the planning process, concerns about anchor damage to hydrocoral led the Blue 
Ribbon Task Force to recommend that CDFW evaluate and, if feasible, install a mooring 
system and prohibit anchoring (MLPA 2009a); however, no mooring system has been 
implemented, and anchoring remains allowed.   

CDFW shares the petitioner’s concerns regarding alleged illegal take of groundfish, 
indicated by vessels within Farnsworth Offshore SMCA that relocate when MED patrol 
vessels approach. However, the issue appears related to enforcement logistics rather 
than regulatory clarity, as MED has confirmed that the site’s location makes intercepting 
violators difficult. CDFW supports non-regulatory measures to address illegal fishing, 
including enhanced surveillance tools like M2 radar, expanded use of geolocation 
applications, targeted public outreach to reduce unintentional noncompliance, and 
ensuring sufficient resources for enforcement.   

Anchoring by diving and fishing vessels may pose a greater risk to benthic resources 
than alleged illegal fishing. For example, a 1981 State Water Resources Control Board 
water quality monitoring report identified boat anchors and chains as the primary threat 
to California hydrocoral at Farnsworth Bank, with additional impacts associated with 
scuba divers, and recommended installation of a permanent mooring or establishment 
of an anchor drop zone (SWRCB 1981). Just before the Farnsworth SMCAs were 
established, Love et al. (2010) reported light monofilament line as the most observed 
form of debris during four research submersible surveys at Farnsworth Bank and nearby 
areas, followed by anchor gear and heavy line/cable (Love et al. 2010). At present, the 
extent to which anchoring or illegal fishing with bottom contact gear has affected 
hydrocoral within the Farnsworth SMCAs since implementation is uncertain. Long-term 
MPA monitoring using remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) shows substantial increases 
across bioregions in California hydrocoral (up to 455%) following the 2013–2014 marine 
heatwave (Wong et al. 2026). Although Farnsworth was excluded from that analysis due 
to baseline data limitations, surveys as of 2021 indicate hydrocoral densities at 
Farnsworth were comparable to or higher than other sites surveyed during the same 
period (Table 2). Continued monitoring is needed to better assess and distinguish 
among the effects of anchoring, fishing, and other drivers on sensitive habitats within 
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Farnsworth Bank SMCAs, including hydrocoral populations and other benthic species. 
Such data could also inform the need for, and spatial extent of, a future designated 
anchoring drop zone or permanent mooring array.  

Socioeconomic impacts to the commercial squid fleet were a key consideration in the 
MLPA Initiative planning process (MLPA 2009a). In the northern Channel Islands alone, 
about 25% of regional squid catch from 1999 to early 2003 occurred in areas later closed 
due to the establishment of the MPA Network (CDFW 2024).  The Farnsworth Onshore and 
Offshore SMCAs continue to be important fishing areas for the commercial squid fleet, 
particularly Farnsworth Onshore SMCA (Figure 1), as well as to the commercial swordfish 
harpoon fishery. Given the California market squid (Doryteuthis opalescens) fishery’s 
high sustainability4 and the fact that these areas already function as core components 
of the MPA Network, further reductions to the fishing grounds and restricting take to 
spearfishing only would impose socioeconomic costs without clear ecological benefit. 
From an MPA Network design perspective, the Farnsworth SMCAs fulfill their intended role 
as partial-take MPAs with a High LOP, while nearby No-take MPAs (Blue Cavern Onshore 
No-take SMCA and Long Point SMR) provide Very High LOPs. Modifying MPA regulations at 
Farnsworth would therefore be unlikely to improve habitat protection, connectivity, or 
MPA Network performance beyond what is currently offered.  

In summary, available information does not demonstrate that further restricting allowed 
gear types in the affected MPAs would produce measurable ecological benefits beyond 
current conditions. Concerns raised regarding illegal fishing are primarily related to 
education, outreach, and enforcement challenges rather than regulatory shortcomings 
and are better addressed through non-regulatory measures. Monitoring data does not 
indicate declines in key protected resources, such as California hydrocoral, that would 
justify additional fishing restrictions. Implementing the proposed change would be 
inconsistent with the original intent of the MPAs, unlikely to advance MLPA Goals, and 
would unnecessarily impact recreational and commercial fishing. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR 2023-34MPA_2 & 2023-34_3 
Given these considerations, and the information in the evaluation questions below, 
CDFW recommends CFGC DENY both petition actions:  

• 2023-34MPA_2, Change regulations to allow only recreational spearfishing within 
Farnsworth Onshore SMCA boundaries, and  

 

4 https://www.seafoodwatch.org/stories/california-market-squid; 
https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/cwpa-california-market-squid-purse-seine/; 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/california-market-squid/seafood 

https://www.seafoodwatch.org/stories/california-market-squid
https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/cwpa-california-market-squid-purse-seine/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/california-market-squid/seafood
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• 2023-34MPA_3, Change regulations to allow only recreational spearfishing within 
Farnsworth Offshore SMCA boundaries 

EVALUATION QUESTIONS  

2023-34MPA_1: Reclassify Point Buchon SMCA to SMR to prohibit take 

QUESTION 1: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE SUPPORT THE MPA NETWORK IN MEETING ONE 
OR MORE OF THE MLPA GOALS AND ALIGN WITH MPA MASTER PLAN ADAPTIVE 
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES? 

The MLPA Goals and Master Plan objectives are inextricably linked and act as the 
foundational tools that CDFW utilizes for effective adaptive management of the MPA 
Network. Individual MPAs in the Network were not necessarily designed to address all six 
Goals of the MLPA but instead were intended to act as an important component of a 
functioning Network that was designed to holistically address the MLPA Goals. As such, 
CDFW has evaluated this action within the broader adaptive management framework 
and how the proposed action may or may not align with the MLPA Goals/Master 
Plan objectives and advance MPA Network management. See Question 1 of Attachment 1 
for the MLPA Goals and Master Plan objectives.  

The petitioner asserts the proposed action aligns with MLPA Goals 1, 2, and 5 related to 
preserving natural diversity, sustaining marine life populations, and ensuring California's 
MPAs have clearly defined objectives, effective management measures and adequate 
enforcement and are based on sound scientific guidelines.  

During the Central Coast MLPA Initiative planning process, Point Buchon SMCA was 
designed to protect and replicate hard and soft bottom habitat, protect benthic and 
forage species, protect larval sources, and minimize socio-economic impacts by 
allowing some recreational and commercial fishing (MLPA 2006b). This area is important 
to the formation of an ecologically sound MPA Network component, by linking these 
habitats to similar habitats in other parts of the region. This summary 
of objectives corresponds to Goals 2-6.   

Thus, reclassification of Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR would offer no change in the 
design of the affected MPA in terms of Goals 2 and 5. Reclassifying Point Buchon SMCA as 
an SMR would meet MLPA Goal 1; however, given that compliance in this SMCA has 
improved since 2022 and that the presence of albacore and salmon is seasonal to 
decadal, the actual ecological benefit of a reclassification is anticipated to be minimal.  
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QUESTION 2A: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE ADVANCE ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE DECADAL MANAGEMENT REVIEW? 

No. The petitioner asserts that the proposed change would: 

“...advance DMR Recommendation 4.b.) ‘Identify and utilize best science-based 
approaches to inform potential changes to the MPA Network in order to enhance 
Network performance.’ Since the creation of the MPA network, a decade of scientific 
peer-reviewed research from around the world has shown that highly to fully 
protected areas provide the greatest benefits for biodiversity conservation, and that 
partially protected areas only hinder enforcement, public understanding, and 
conservation outcomes.” 

By design, Point Buchon SMCA already provides a High LOP, and together with the 
onshore SMR comprises part of the MPA Network backbone, facilitating ecological 
connectivity within the Network. Thus, the proposed change is unlikely to enhance MPA 
Network performance beyond what is currently provided and does not advance 
adaptive management recommendations in the DMR. See Question 5 for information 
reviewed by CDFW in this evaluation. See Question 2a of Attachment 1 for the Decadal 
Management Review and adaptive management Recommendations. 

QUESTION 2B: IF NOT, DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE ADDRESS A CURRENT OR 
EMERGING MPA MANAGEMENT CHALLENGE? 

No. The proposed change does not address a current or emerging MPA 
management challenge. 

QUESTION 3: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT EXISTING 
CFGC NON-MPA REGULATIONS, PERMITS, OR LEASES (E.G., KELP LEASES, AQUACULTURE 
LEASES, EXPERIMENTAL FISHING PERMITS)? 

No. CDFW does not anticipate that CFGC would need to make conforming changes to 
other regulations, permits, or leases in response to the proposed change to these MPA 
regulations.  

QUESTION 4: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT EXISTING 
REGULATIONS, PERMITS, LEASES, OR MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES OF ANY OTHER AGENCY OR 
ENTITY? 

No. The proposed change is not expected to affect existing regulations, permits, leases, 
or management activities of other agencies and entities.  
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QUESTION 5: ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION GAPS THAT NEED TO BE FILLED TO 
INFORM THE EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 

No. CDFW has sufficient information to evaluate and make a recommendation on this 
proposal. When evaluating this petition, CDFW reviewed the information in the petition as 
well as information including but not limited to:  

• Community Compliance Forum Reports (MPACN 2020a & 2020b), 
• CDFW MED Data (Table 1), and 
• MLPA Planning documents and related information (e.g., MLPA Goals and MPA 

Master Plan adaptive management objectives). 

CDFW reviewed the available information and did not find that it supports the petitioner’s 
assertions that “compliance with Point Buchon SMCA/SMR... regulations is very low.” 
Furthermore, the information indicates that the proposed solution is inconsistent with the 
original intent of the MPA and unlikely to measurably enhance protection beyond what is 
currently offered, and thus, would unnecessarily impact recreational and commercial 
fishing opportunity. 

QUESTION 6: ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT MANAGEMENT GAPS THAT NEED TO BE FILLED TO 
INFORM THE EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 

No. CDFW has sufficient management information to proceed with the evaluation of this 
proposed change. 

QUESTION 7A: WAS THE PROPOSED CHANGE CONSIDERED DURING THE MLPA INITIATIVE 
PLANNING PROCESS OR THE IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS OF MPAS AROUND THE 
NORTHERN CHANNEL ISLANDS? 

No. All MPA arrays developed by the Regional Stakeholder Group during the Central 
Coast MLPA Initiative planning process included an offshore SMCA adjacent to an 
onshore SMR at Point Buchon. All three Regional Stakeholder Group proposals included 
recreational and commercial take of salmon, while two of the proposed arrays also 
included recreational and commercial take of albacore (MLPA 2006a). Species likely to 
benefit from this MPA included various invertebrates, groundfish, seabirds, and harbor 
porpoise (MLPA 2006b). The offshore Point Buchon SMCA was intended to work in concert 
with the adjacent onshore Point Buchon SMR. See Question 8 for more information on the 
original intent of this MPA. 
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QUESTION 7B: IS THERE NEW INFORMATION AVAILABLE, CHANGING CONDITIONS 
SINCE THE MLPA IMPLEMENTATION PHASE, AND/OR INFORMATION PRESENTED IN 
THE DMR THAT WARRANTS REEVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 

No. There is no information that has emerged since implementation of the MPA 
Network to support the proposed change. 

QUESTION 8: IF THE PROPOSED CHANGE AFFECTS AN EXISTING MPA, DOES THE PROPOSED 
CHANGE ALIGN WITH THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF THE MPA IDENTIFIED DURING THE MLPA 
INITIATIVE PLANNING PROCESS OR THE IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS OF MPAS AROUND THE 
NORTHERN CHANNEL ISLANDS? 

No. Redesignating Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR by removing recreational and 
commercial take of salmon and albacore does not align with original intent of the MPA. 
During the Central Coast MLPA Initiative planning process, one stated intent was to 
“provide additional protection for benthic species and typical forage species (squid and 
pelagic finfish) while allowing fishing for salmon and albacore” (Goal 2). Another Goal 
(Goal 5) was to minimize the socio-economic impacts by positioning the SMR on the 
north side of Diablo Security Closure and to allow fishing in the offshore SMCA. The SMCA 
was designed to work together with the onshore SMR as an MPA cluster, with the overall 
intention of balancing ecological protection and connectivity with social and economic 
considerations. The SMCA currently provides one of the few close-to-port offshore fishing 
opportunities for anglers along this portion of the coast targeting salmon and albacore.  

QUESTION 9: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE IMPROVE INDIVIDUAL MPA OR MPA NETWORK 
DESIGN SO THAT IT BETTER ALIGNS WITH OR MEETS THE MPA SCIENCE GUIDELINES? 

No. The MLPA requires that the design of individual MPAs and the statewide Network be 
based on the best readily available science and that MPAs be of adequate size, number, 
protection level, and location to meet MLPA Goals. The science guidelines developed by 
the SAT and outlined in the Master Plan provide this scientific foundation and serve as the 
starting point for evaluating alternative MPA proposals. Alignment with these guidelines 
depends on the LOP, which is determined by allowed take, and spatial configuration. 
More specifically, these guidelines require that an MPA must be at least 9 square miles 
and meet one of the three highest LOPs (i.e., Very High, High, or Moderate-high) to 
contribute to ecological goals such as habitat replication and representation.  

Point Buchon SMCA, together with neighboring Point Buchon SMR, currently meets both 
minimum criteria (area and LOP), and thus already contributes to foundational 
ecological Network objectives. The proposed change would increase the SMCA’s LOP 
from High to Very High. However, since Point Buchon SMCA already meets both minimum 
criteria, this increase in protection is unlikely to measurably enhance protection beyond 
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the existing contribution to the Network. Therefore, implementation of the proposed 
change would not improve the design of the MPA Network. See Question 9 of Attachment 
1 for the MPA Science Guidelines and additional context. 

QUESTION 10A: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE ALIGN WITH CDFW FEASIBILITY 
GUIDELINES? 

Yes. The proposed action to reclassify Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR to prohibit take 
aligns with CDFW Feasibility Guidelines. The change would result in one large SMR at Point 
Buchon within the existing boundaries of the SMCA/SMR complex. This single MPA 
configuration aligns with guidance in which distance offshore should “extend from the 
shoreline to the three-mile state water boundary.” Additionally, the north and south 
boundaries are already on readily determinable latitude lines. See Question 10a of 
Attachment 1 for the CDFW Feasibility Guidelines.  

QUESTION 10B: IF NOT, IS THERE A RATIONALE FOR MOVING FORWARD WITH THE 
PROPOSED CHANGE OR AN ALTERNATIVE THAT COULD MEET THE INTENT BUT BETTER 
ALIGN WITH FEASIBILITY GUIDELINES? 

Not applicable. 

QUESTION 11: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE ENFORCEABILITY OF 
MPA REGULATIONS? 

Yes. Reducing take allowances and allowed activities in this MPA could improve 
enforceability. In general, No-take MPAs are easier to enforce than partial take MPAs. 
However, although MED confirmed a period of low compliance in 2022, this was following 
an emergency action reducing rockfish bag limits (CFGC 2021). Compliance issues are 
not uncommon after regulatory changes are enacted and they typically taper off after 
increased outreach and enforcement. Historically, citations within Point Buchon SMCA 
were fewer than 10 per year prior to 2022, when 19 citations were issued. Citations have 
since declined, with 14 in 2023 and no citations issued in 2024 or 2025 (Table 1). MED 
attributes the improved compliance to additional outreach and education efforts as well 
as enforcement presence. Recommended solutions from Community Compliance 
Forums cited by the petitioner include continued education, outreach, and support for 
enhanced monitoring tools like M2 radar systems. Continuing outreach and education 
efforts and enforcement presence may be as or more effective than the proposed 
regulatory change. 
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QUESTION 12: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE SIMPLIFY REGULATORY LANGUAGE OR 
ENHANCE PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING WITHOUT CHANGING THE INTENT OF THE MPA? 

No. Although converting the SMCA to an SMR would further simplify the regulatory 
language, the proposed action would change the intent of the MPA. 

QUESTION 13: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE MAINTAIN OR ENHANCE PROTECTION OF 
MARINE RESOURCES? 

Yes. Redesignating Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR would maintain the existing 
protections within the MPA and could enhance protection for individuals of ocean 
salmon and albacore, for which recreational and commercial take is currently allowed. 
However, both species are migratory and their presence in the area varies on different 
temporal scales (e.g., seasonally, decadal), depending on a variety of atmospheric and 
oceanographic factors. Thus, the actual benefit the proposed change may have on 
these species is anticipated to be minimal. In addition, there may be benefits to other 
non-target species that may be incidentally taken and discarded during fishing for 
salmon and albacore. 

QUESTION 14: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE PROVIDE MORE EQUITABLE ACCESS 
OPPORTUNITIES (E.G., FISHING, EDUCATIONAL, AND/OR OTHER RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES) FOR TRADITIONALLY UNDERSERVED OR MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES? 

See Question 14 of Attachment 1. 

QUESTION 15: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT 
CONSUMPTIVE AND/OR NON-CONSUMPTIVE ACTIVITIES? IF SO, HOW? 

Yes. The proposed action would decrease consumptive activities through eliminating 
commercial and recreational take of salmon and albacore in this MPA. 

This is one of the few areas in the region that is close to port where there are 
opportunities for offshore salmon and albacore fishing when they are in the area and 
when state and federal fishing regulations allow. Both albacore and salmon are 
migratory and their presence in the area varies on different temporal scales (e.g., 
seasonally, decadal), depending on a variety of atmospheric and oceanographic 
factors, which can also impact their availability. 

Non-consumptive activities would likely not be affected. 
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QUESTION 16: IS THE PROPOSED CHANGE CONSISTENT WITH THE CFGC JUSTICE, EQUITY, 
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION POLICY? 

 See Question 16 of Attachment 1. 

QUESTION 17: IS THE PROPOSED CHANGE CONSISTENT WITH THE CFGC COASTAL FISHING 
COMMUNITIES POLICY? 

The following analysis was prepared by CFGC staff. See Question 17 of Attachment 1 for 
additional context on CFGC's response. The proposed change would reduce fishing 
access, particularly for commercial and recreational salmon and albacore fishery 
participants homeported in the coastal fishing communities of:  

• Avila (Port San Luis, ~7 nautical miles (nm) away from area of proposed change), 
and  

• Morro Bay (~7 nm away from area of proposed change). 

QUESTION 18: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE INTERACT WITH OR HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO 
AFFECT PROPOSED CHANGES IN OTHER 2023 MPA PETITIONS? 

Yes. The proposed change would conflict with the Tribally-led petition submitted by the 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians (2023-20MPA), which proposes a change (2023-
20MPA_4) to add a tribal exemption for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians at 
Point Buchon SMCA. 

2023-34MPA_2 & 2023-34MPA_3: Change regulations to allow only 
recreational spearfishing within Farnsworth Onshore & Farnsworth Offshore 
SMCAs boundaries 

QUESTION 1: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE SUPPORT THE MPA NETWORK IN MEETING ONE 
OR MORE OF THE MLPA GOALS AND ALIGN WITH MPA MASTER PLAN ADAPTIVE 
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES? 

The MLPA Goals and Master Plan objectives are inextricably linked and act as the 
foundational tools that CDFW utilizes for effective adaptive management of the MPA 
Network. Individual MPAs in the Network were not necessarily designed to address all six 
goals of the MLPA but instead act as an important component of a functioning Network 
that was designed to holistically address the MLPA Goals. As such, CDFW has evaluated 
this action within the broader adaptive management framework and how the proposed 
action may or may not align with the MLPA Goals/Master Plan objectives and advance 
MPA Network management. See Question 1 of Attachment 1 for the MLPA Goals and 
Master Plan objectives.  
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The petitioner asserts the proposed action aligns with MLPA Goals 1, 2, and 5 related to 
preserving natural diversity, sustaining marine life populations, and ensuring California's 
MPAs have clearly defined objectives, effective management measures and adequate 
enforcement and are based on sound scientific guidelines. During the MLPA Initiative 
Planning Process, the two affected MPAs were designed to meet Goals 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6. 
Thus the proposed change would offer no change in the design of these affected MPAs.  

The affected MPAs were designed to balance conservation of unique, sensitive seafloor 
habitat and marine life, including California hydrocoral, while preserving opportunities for 
recreational fishing and the commercial squid and swordfish harpoon fleets. This intent 
is still relevant today.  

The proposed change does not align with MPA Master Plan adaptive management 
objectives. Available information does not demonstrate that further restricting allowed 
gear types in the affected MPAs would produce measurable ecological benefits beyond 
current conditions (see Question 9 on how these MPAs meet SAT guidelines to serve as 
High LOP habitat replicates and Question 13 regarding whether the change would 
enhance protection of marine resources). Monitoring data does not indicate declines in 
key protected resources, such as California hydrocoral, that would justify additional 
restrictions. Concerns raised regarding illegal fishing are primarily related to 
enforcement challenges rather than regulatory shortcomings and are better addressed 
through non-regulatory measures. Implementing the proposed change would therefore 
be inconsistent with the original intent of the MPAs, unlikely to advance MLPA Goals, and 
would unnecessarily impact recreational and commercial fisheries.   

QUESTION 2A: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE ADVANCE ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE DECADAL MANAGEMENT REVIEW? 

No. The proposed change does not advance any adaptive management 
recommendations from the Decadal Management Review. The petition states that the 
proposed change would: 

 “...advance DMR Recommendation 4.b.) ‘Identify and utilize best science-based 
approaches to inform potential changes to the MPA Network in order to enhance 
Network performance.’ Since the creation of the MPA network, a decade of 
scientific peer-reviewed research from around the world has shown that highly to 
fully protected areas provide the greatest benefits for biodiversity conservation, 
and that partially protected areas only hinder enforcement, public 
understanding, and conservation outcomes.” 

The affected MPAs already meet the size, spacing, and LOP SAT guidelines to serve as 
habitat replicates, facilitating ecological connectivity within the MPA Network. Given the 
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Farnsworth MPAs already have a High LOP, the proposed change would not increase the 
LOP of these MPAs. See Question 2a of Attachment 1 for the Decadal Management 
Review and adaptive management Recommendations. 

QUESTION 2B: IF NOT, DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE ADDRESS A CURRENT OR 
EMERGING MPA MANAGEMENT CHALLENGE? 

No. The proposed change does not address an emerging MPA management 
challenge. The petitioner’s stated problem related to the affected MPA’s current 
protection status is inaccurate (see Question 9 for how these MPAs meet SAT 
criteria to serve as habitat replicates with a High LOP). Concerns raised regarding 
illegal fishing are primarily related to education, outreach, and enforcement 
challenges rather than regulatory shortcomings and are better addressed 
through non-regulatory measures (see Question 11 related to compliance 
concerns and enforceability). Monitoring data does not indicate declines in key 
protected resources, such as California hydrocoral, that would justify additional 
fishing restrictions (see Question 13 related to the potential for the proposed 
action to maintain or enhance protection of marine resources).  

QUESTION 3: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT EXISTING 
CFGC NON-MPA REGULATIONS, PERMITS, OR LEASES (E.G., KELP LEASES, AQUACULTURE 
LEASES, EXPERIMENTAL FISHING PERMITS)? 

No. Farnsworth Onshore SMCA and Farnsworth Offshore SMCA both overlap with 
administrative kelp bed lease #105; however, neither existing nor proposed regulations 
include kelp harvest. Thus, the proposed change would not require CFGC to make 
conforming changes.  

CDFW does not anticipate that CFGC would need to make conforming changes to other 
regulations, permits, or leases in response to the proposed change to these MPA 
regulations.  

QUESTION 4: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT EXISTING 
REGULATIONS, PERMITS, LEASES, OR MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES OF ANY OTHER AGENCY OR 
ENTITY? 

No. While Farnsworth Offshore SMCA encompasses an existing Area of Special Biological 
Significance designated by the State Water Resources Control Board and Los Angeles 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards, it is unclear whether the proposed change would 
have direct or indirect effects on the management activities of the Water Boards. CDFW 
does not anticipate that the Santa Catalina Island Company and Santa Catalina Island 
Conservancy would need to update their Farnsworth Area of Special Biological 
Significance Compliance Plan in response to the proposed change.  
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 This list may not be exhaustive. The proposed change may have the potential to affect 
existing regulations, permits, leases, or management activities of Tribal governments, 
other agencies, and entities not identified here. 

QUESTION 5: ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION GAPS THAT NEED TO BE FILLED TO 
INFORM THE EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 

No. CDFW has sufficient information to evaluate and make a recommendation on this 
proposal. When evaluating this petition, CDFW reviewed the information in the petition as 
well as information including but not limited to:  

• The status of California hydrocoral (MPA long-term monitoring data; Wong et al. 
2026), 

• Prior reports of benthic impacts and debris at Farnsworth Bank (SWRCB 1981, Love 
et al. 2010), 

• The status of the market squid fishery (CDFW 2024), 
• CDFW’s enforcement and compliance data, and 
• MLPA Initiative planning documents and related information (e.g., MLPA Goals and 

MPA Master Plan adaptive management objectives). 

CDFW reviewed the available information, and the proposed solution is unlikely to 
enhance protection beyond what is currently offered, is inconsistent with the original 
intent of the MPA, and would unnecessarily impact recreational and commercial fishing 
opportunities. 

QUESTION 6: ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT MANAGEMENT GAPS THAT NEED TO BE FILLED TO 
INFORM THE EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 

No. CDFW has sufficient management information to proceed with the evaluation of this 
proposed change.   

QUESTION 7A: WAS THE PROPOSED CHANGE CONSIDERED DURING THE MLPA INITIATIVE 
PLANNING PROCESS OR THE IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS OF MPAS AROUND THE 
NORTHERN CHANNEL ISLANDS? 

No. During the MLPA Initiative Planning Process, none of the alternatives at Farnsworth 
were limited to spearfishing only. Take allowances at Farnsworth were heavily 
deliberated during the MLPA Planning Process, including several partial-take options as 
well as a single SMR that extended out to the three-mile state waters boundary (MLPA 
2009b). This area was noted as a particular challenge due to high levels of commercial 
and recreational use in addition to military constraints on San Clemente Island (MLPA 
2009c). The final configuration of MPAs that was adopted by CFGC balanced commercial 
and recreational take while protecting sensitive benthic habitat (MLPA 2009c).  
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QUESTION 7B: IS THERE NEW INFORMATION AVAILABLE, CHANGING CONDITIONS SINCE 
THE MLPA IMPLEMENTATION PHASE, AND/OR INFORMATION PRESENTED IN THE DMR 
THAT WARRANTS REEVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE? 

No. The petition states concerns with alleged illegal take of groundfish and the 
associated impacts to benthic habitat for California hydrocoral and abalone, as 
well as a lack of clarity in the existing regulations for allowable uses between 
Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs. As stated in Question 7a, the regulations 
at the Farnsworth MPAs were carefully crafted and intentionally designed to 
support pelagic surface activities that are less likely to negatively impact the key 
species of California hydrocoral and the benthic habitat. Long-term MPA 
monitoring data using ROVs does not indicate declines in key protected resources, 
such as California hydrocoral, that would justify additional restrictions (see 
Question 13 related to protection of marine resources).  

Concerns raised regarding illegal fishing are primarily related to education and 
outreach and enforcement challenges and less to do with public confusion 
around the MPA regulations (see Question 11 related to compliance concerns and 
enforceability) and would be better addressed through non-regulatory methods. 

QUESTION 8: IF THE PROPOSED CHANGE AFFECTS AN EXISTING MPA, DOES THE PROPOSED 
CHANGE ALIGN WITH THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF THE MPA IDENTIFIED DURING THE MLPA 
INITIATIVE PLANNING PROCESS OR THE IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS OF MPAS AROUND THE 
NORTHERN CHANNEL ISLANDS? 

No. The current regulations for both affected MPAs were designed to allow specific types 
of pelagic recreational and commercial fishing that minimize bottom contact and 
protect benthic habitat. The regulatory allowance for commercial squid and commercial 
swordfish by harpoon was included in these SMCAs to balance ecological objectives with 
socioeconomic concerns raised by the fleets.  

Both MPAs, especially the Farnsworth Onshore SMCA, continue to be important fishing 
areas for California market squid. Commercial Fishing Block 807, which contains both 
MPAs, holds the highest total commercial value for market squid south of the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula, totaling over $23 million from 2013-2024 (Figure 1).  

QUESTION 9: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE IMPROVE INDIVIDUAL MPA OR MPA NETWORK 
DESIGN SO THAT IT BETTER ALIGNS WITH OR MEETS THE MPA SCIENCE GUIDELINES? 

No. The MLPA requires that the design of individual MPAs and the statewide MPA Network 
be based on the best readily available science and that MPAs be of adequate size, 
number, protection level, and location to meet MLPA Goals. The science guidelines 
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developed by the SAT and outlined in the Master Plan were created specifically to 
provide this scientific foundation and serve as the starting point for evaluating 
alternative MPA proposals. Alignment with these guidelines depends on level of 
protection, which is determined by allowed take, and spatial configuration. More 
specifically, these guidelines require that an MPA must be at least 9 square miles and 
meet one of the three highest LOPs (i.e., Very High, High, or Moderate-high) to contribute 
to ecological goals such as habitat replication and representation.  

Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs currently meet both minimum criteria, and thus 
already contribute to foundational ecological Network objectives. Modifying the 
regulations to allow only recreational spearfishing would not change the existing High 
LOP. Since the proposed action would not change the size or LOP of the SMCAs, 
implementation would not improve the design of the individual MPAs or the MPA Network, 
nor would it enhance alignment with the MLPA Science Guidelines. See Question 9 of 
Attachment 1 for the MPA Science Guidelines and additional context. 

QUESTION 10A: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE ALIGN WITH CDFW FEASIBILITY 
GUIDELINES? 

Yes. The proposed change aligns with CDFW Feasibility Guidelines, as it would simplify 
the regulations, which has the potential to increase enforceability. See Question 10a of 
Attachment 1 for the CDFW Feasibility Guidelines.  

QUESTION 10B: IF NOT, IS THERE A RATIONALE FOR MOVING FORWARD WITH THE 
PROPOSED CHANGE OR AN ALTERNATIVE THAT COULD MEET THE INTENT BUT BETTER 
ALIGN WITH FEASIBILITY GUIDELINES? 

Not applicable. 

QUESTION 11: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE ENFORCEABILITY OF 
MPA REGULATIONS? 

Yes. In general, reducing take allowances and allowed activities in these MPAs would 
enhance enforceability. It can be difficult for enforcement officers to intercept violators at 
Farnsworth Offshore SMCA if violators can detect and evade (e.g., dumping illegal catch 
overboard) patrol vessels before they arrive at the scene. However, MED has confirmed 
that most commercial sportfishing operations comply with the regulations. Since 
electronic citation tracking started in 2016, MED has issued fewer than seven citations per 
year in Farnsworth Offshore SMCA (with the exception of 15 citations in 2020) and fewer 
than three citations per year at Farnsworth Onshore SMCA (which averages to less than 
one per year in the 10-year span, Table 1). 
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Reducing the affected MPAs’ take allowances to spearfishing only may address some of 
the petitioner’s concerns with non-compliance and improve enforceability for the 
regulations; however non-regulatory efforts such as improved outreach and support for 
additional enforcement, including the use of technology like M2 radar, are alternative 
solutions that would support surveillance and help to address non-compliance at this 
site. These alternative solutions may be more effective than a regulatory change. 

QUESTION 12: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE SIMPLIFY REGULATORY LANGUAGE OR 
ENHANCE PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING WITHOUT CHANGING THE INTENT OF THE MPA? 

No. Although reducing take allowances/allowed activities in MPAs would simplify 
regulatory language, the proposed change to allow only spearfishing in both affected 
MPAs would change the intent of the MPAs to maintain other types of recreational 
pelagic fishing, as well as fishing for commercial squid and commercial swordfish by 
harpoon (see Question 8 for more information on intent of these MPAs). 

QUESTION 13: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE MAINTAIN OR ENHANCE PROTECTION OF 
MARINE RESOURCES? 

Yes. The proposed change to allow only recreational spearfishing in the Farnsworth 
Onshore and Offshore SMCAs would likely result in fewer hook-and-line fishery 
interactions with pelagic species. Although pelagic species may not be the primary 
species to benefit from MPAs in general, as many are highly mobile and have large 
geographic ranges, the proposed change may enhance protection when individuals are 
present in these MPAs.  
 
During the MLPA Initiative Planning Process, the intention of both MPAs was to protect 
species associated with the benthic habitat; species listed as likely to benefit included 
rockfishes (Sebastes spp.), kelp bass (Paralabrax clathratus), scorpionfish (Scorpaena 
guttata), giant sea bass (Stereolepis gigas), sheephead (Bodianus pulcher), angel shark 
(Squatina squatina), lobster (Panulirus interruptus), rock scallops (Crassadoma 
gigantea), black abalone (Haliotis cracherodii), and white abalone (Haliotis sorenseni) 
(MLPA 2009d). Thus, the proposed change alone is unlikely to enhance protection of 
these benthic species. 

The proposed change would maintain the overall LOP of both MPAs. At the individual MPA 
level, Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs currently meet size and LOP SAT 
guidelines, and thus already contribute to foundational ecological Network objectives. 
Modifying the regulations to allow only recreational spearfishing would not change the 
existing High LOP.  

Regarding protection of California hydrocoral, the petitioner states,  
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“the risk of damage to this highly sensitive ecological area is too high to allow 
even for pelagic fishing activities, which can result in bottom disturbance and 
bycatch. For instance, party boat patrons have often been observed dropping 
weighted lines that interact with bottom habitat…”  

Anchoring is likely to pose a greater risk to benthic resources than alleged illegal 
groundfish take. Although the extent to which anchoring or illegal fishing with bottom 
contact gear has affected hydrocoral within the Farnsworth SMCAs since 
implementation is uncertain, long-term MPA monitoring using ROVs shows substantial 
increases in California hydrocoral (up to 455%) across bioregions following the 2013–2014 
marine heatwave (Wong et al. 2026). Additionally, ROV surveys as of 2021 indicate 
hydrocoral densities at Farnsworth were comparable to or higher than other sites 
surveyed in the same year (Table 2). Thus, the proposed regulatory change is unlikely to 
enhance protection of California hydrocoral. Non-regulatory measures, such as the 
installation and ongoing maintenance of mooring buoys, would likely be a far more 
effective tool to protect California hydrocoral.  

QUESTION 14: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE PROVIDE MORE EQUITABLE ACCESS 
OPPORTUNITIES (E.G., FISHING, EDUCATIONAL, AND/OR OTHER RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES) FOR TRADITIONALLY UNDERSERVED OR MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES? 

See Question 14 of Attachment 1. 

QUESTION 15: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT 
CONSUMPTIVE AND/OR NON-CONSUMPTIVE ACTIVITIES? IF SO, HOW? 

Yes. Changing the MPA regulations to allow only recreational spearfishing within the 
Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs is likely to pose significant impacts to 
commercial squid fishing (Figure 1) and commercial harpoon fishing for swordfish. 

The proposed change is not expected to affect non-consumptive activities. 

QUESTION 16: IS THE PROPOSED CHANGE CONSISTENT WITH THE CFGC JUSTICE, EQUITY, 
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION POLICY? 

 See Question 16 of Attachment 1. 

QUESTION 17: IS THE PROPOSED CHANGE CONSISTENT WITH THE CFGC COASTAL FISHING 
COMMUNITIES POLICY? 

The following analysis was prepared by CFGC staff. See Question 17 of Attachment 1 for 
additional context on CFGC's response. The proposed change would reduce fishing 
access, particularly for commercial coastal pelagic species (including squid) and 
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swordfish fishery participants, boat-based recreational anglers, and commercial 
passenger fishing vessel operators homeported in the coastal fishing communities of:  

• San Pedro (~22-24 nm from area of proposed change),  
• Ventura (~55-58 nm away from area of proposed change), and/or  
• Channel Islands Harbor (Oxnard, ~53-56 nm away from area of proposed 

change). 

There is potential to impact several fisheries currently authorized to use these MPA areas. 
The exemptions in this MPA cluster were carefully crafted to minimize impacts to select 
recreational and commercial fisheries while maintaining high levels of protection. 

QUESTION 18: DOES THE PROPOSED CHANGE INTERACT WITH OR HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO 
AFFECT PROPOSED CHANGES IN OTHER 2023 MPA PETITIONS? 

No. There are no potential interactions of effects on any of the other 2023 MPA petitions.  

V. SUPPLEMENTAL ANALYSES, DATA AND INFORMATION, AND 
CITATIONS 

TABLES AND FIGURES 
Table 1. CDFW Marine Enforcement District total citations for Point Buchon State Marine 
Conservation Area (SMCA), Point Buchon State Marine Reserve (SMR), and Farnsworth 
Onshore and Offshore SMCAs between 2016 and 2025.  

MPA 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Point 
Buchon 
SMCA 

2 4 9 0 1 3 19 5 0 0 

Point 
Buchon SMR 

7 7 7 17 21 3 30 7 0 2 

Farnsworth 
Offshore 
SMCA 

7 4 1 5 15 3 6 0 2 2 

Farnsworth 
Onshore 
SMCA 

3 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 
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Table 2. Density of California hydrocoral colonies per 100m2 from remotely operated 
vehicle (ROV) long term MPA monitoring surveys, by geographic region in California and 
survey location* between 2019 and 2021. High density locations provided in bold. Only 
locations* with hydrocoral present are included. The sampling unit is based on 10m long 
subsegments of ROV transects with 50% or more rocky substrate. Year and location 
combinations with no data indicate that surveys were not performed. Unless specified, 
the density reported is from pooled data of all sites (MPA status protected and 
unprotected) that were surveyed at each location.  

  
ROV Survey Year 

Bioregion Survey Location 2019 2020 2021 

N
or

th
 

Point St. George 
 

0.1 0.1 

Sea Lion Gulch 
 

102.3 291.7 

Point Arena 
  

0.1 

Bodega Bay 6.5 3.2 
 

North Farallon Islands 
 

31.2 
 

South East Farallon Islands 77.2 51.6 
 

C
en

tr
al

 

Portuguese Ledge 0.5 
  

Cypress Point 52.2 
 

41.1 

Point Lobos SMR 53.4 
 

24.2 

Point Sur 14.5 
 

13.3 

Big Creek 
 

5.9 
 

Piedras Blancas 
 

0.1 
 

Point Buchon 0.9 
 

2.1 

So
ut

h Harris Point SMR (San Miguel 
Island) 

 
5.9 
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Castle Rock (San Miguel Island) 5.2 4.9 
 

South Point SMR (Santa Rosa 
Island) 0.1 

  
Rodes Reef (Santa Rosa Island) 0.02 

  
Gull Island SMR (Santa Cruz 
Island) 0.1 

  
Cluster Point (Santa Rosa Island) 8.2 5.1 

 
Catalina Island (All Sites) 

 
16.3 19.1 

Farnsworth Offshore SMCA 
 

69 61 

* Note that ROV survey locations for long-term MPA monitoring in California were 
originally selected based on surveying groundfish and thus, not all existing ROV survey 
locations for MPA monitoring include California hydrocoral habitat. 
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Figure 1. Total value (in millions $US) of commercially caught California market squid 
(Doryteuthis opalescens) from 2013 to 2024 by California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
fishing block for the South Coast Bioregion with reference to petitions 2023-34MPA. Actual 
value provided within fishing blocks that overlap with the proposed regulatory changes 
to Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore State Marine Conservation Areas (SMCA).  
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July 31, 2026 

California Fish and Game Commission  
715 P Street, 16th Floor  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Transmitted via email: fgc@fgc.ca.gov 

Re: OPC Staff Recommendations - Petitions to Adaptively Manage California’s Marine 
Protected Area Network 

Dear President Sklar, Vice President Anderson, and Members of the California Fish and Game 
Commission, 

Thank you for your leadership in managing California’s Marine Protected Area (MPA) Network – 
the global gold standard for marine conservation. Building on our public letter transmitted to 
the California Fish and Game Commission (CFGC) on March 201, which outlined the role of the 
California Ocean Protection Council (OPC) in MPA management and highlighted major OPC 
policy priorities for MPAs, we are pleased to provide specific input and OPC staff’s 
recommendations on submitted petitions for changes to the MPA Network currently under 
consideration by CFGC. As noted in our March 20 letter, this input is intended to complement 
the comprehensive evaluations of MPA petitions conducted by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) under a separate set of questions and criteria established by CFGC. 

The first-ever Decadal Management Review of the MPA Network, released in 2023, clearly 
demonstrated that MPAs are working to improve California’s ocean health. However, the 
Decadal Management Review did not specifically explore opportunities to strengthen the 
existing MPA Network. As noted in our March 20 letter, OPC believes that evaluating MPA 
petitions with this question in mind is essential for ensuring the continued success of 
California’s MPAs, especially as a changing climate increasingly threatens coastal and marine 

 

1 https://opc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/OPC-letter-on-MPA-petitions_3.20.26-508.pdf  
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ecosystems and ecosystem services. Therefore, this input provided by OPC staff is explicitly 
focused on whether proposed actions hold promise to strengthen the performance and 
durability of the MPA Network. This is consistent with OPC’s Strategic Plan2 and key 
recommendations from the Decadal Management Review3.  

Overall, OPC’s petition recommendations are rooted in a precautionary approach. The 2026 
California Coast and Ocean Report4, released earlier this year, indicates that climate change is 
increasingly threatening coastal and marine ecosystems, as well as benefits provided by those 
ecosystems to coastal communities and California Native American tribes. In the face of 
warming oceans, sea level rise, the devastation of our state’s kelp forests, severe shocks to 
fishing communities, and other climate-driven impacts, California’s MPA Network is one of our 
most effective conservation tools for safeguarding biodiversity, building climate resilience, and 
ensuring the continued delivery of important ecosystem services that drive our state’s multi-
billion dollar ocean economy.  

It is through this lens that we assessed petitions. Specifically, we looked for opportunities to 
bolster the types of MPA benefits anticipated to serve as an “insurance policy” against changing 
ocean conditions, such as increased population sizes, higher genetic diversity, strengthened 
ecological connectivity, and intact food webs. In doing so, we acknowledge that the effects of 
climate change are uncertain and that MPAs are not a panacea for the threats facing our ocean. 
We strongly support continued research and monitoring to assess the impacts of climate change 
on coastal and marine ecosystems and how MPAs may mitigate these impacts. In particular, 
California’s robust MPA monitoring program, which is actively tracking the effects of MPAs 
across key ecosystems and coastal communities statewide, will continue to be a crucial tool in 
evaluating the overall success of the Network and any adaptive management changes made 
through the petition process. OPC is committed to continuing our support for the development 
and application of best available science to adaptively manage the Network into the future. 

Given this precautionary approach, we do not recommend that CFGC approve any petition that 
would weaken the existing MPA Network (Petitions 2023-14MPA, 2023-15MPA_AM, 2023-

 

2 OPC 2026-2030 Strategic Plan Objective 3.1: Strengthen the performance and durability of California’s Marine 
Protected Area Network. 

3 Decadal Management Review recommendations #4 (Apply what is learned from the first Decadal Management 
Review to support proposed changes to the MPA Network and Management Program); #23 (Expand and target 
monitoring and research efforts to examine the design attributes of the MPA Network more effectively); #28 
(Further integrate influencing factors into ecological and human study designs and interpretations of MPA 
performance). 

4 https://opc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/California-Coast-and-Ocean-Report-2026.pdf  
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16MPA, 2023-18MPA5, and 2023-23MPA_AM6). These petitions include several proposed 
actions that would open no-take State Marine Reserves or limited-take State Marine 
Conservation Areas to certain new types of fishing. OPC appreciates the thoughtfulness of 
petitioners in developing these proposals; however, we find that any actions that would roll 
back existing protections pose an unacceptable risk to the integrity of the existing Network. 
Such actions, while well-intentioned, have the potential to compromise existing conservation 
benefits and degrade the ability of the Network to meet the goals of the Marine Life Protection 
Act. 

As a first step in assessing petitions with potential to strengthen the MPA Network (i.e. 
proposals for new MPAs, expanded MPAs, or stricter regulations), OPC staff first considered 
whether petitions would improve MPA Network design. Importantly, neither the Decadal 
Management Review nor CDFW’s recently released Science Guide to California’s MPA Network7 
identify significant design deficiencies in the MPA Network. Indeed, the Network is largely 
compliant with science guidance from the MPA planning process, with most MPAs meeting 
minimum size guidelines and all MPAs meeting minimum spacing guidelines. However, from a 
precautionary standpoint, some petitions have clear potential to improve MPA Network design, 
for example by reducing large distances between MPAs or increasing the representation of 
vulnerable habitats within the Network. OPC finds clear Network design benefits for three 
petitions: Petition 2023-29MPA_AM2, Petition 2023-32MPA, and two actions within Petition 
2023-33MPA_AM1. 

As a next step, OPC considered whether petitions would result in meaningful additional 
biodiversity protection beyond what the current MPA Network already provides. This could 
include actions such as: bolstering protections for important geological or biological features; 
protecting additional sensitive habitat, such as eelgrass, kelp forests, or rocky shores; protecting 
ecosystems that are important larval sources, sinks, or retention zones; strengthening ecological 

 

5 Petition 2023-18MPA includes an action that would open Vandenberg State Marine Reserve to certain types of 
shore fishing. A petition submitted in 2022 by the City of Lompoc (Petition 2022-04) proposes a similar action and 
will be considered by CFGC alongside the other petitions discussed here. While we recognize that Petition 2022-04 
is intended to improve equitable coastal access for local residents, it would weaken protections provided by 
Vandenberg State Marine Reserve, which serves as a critical backbone MPA in the region. We recommend that 
CFGC deny Petition 2022-04. 

6 One action in 2023-23MPA_AM (Action 20) has potential to strengthen the MPA Network: designation of a new 
MPA at Tanker's Reef. However, as proposed, this new MPA falls far below the minimum area required to function 
as a replicate in the MPA Network and is unlikely to provide meaningful additional conservation benefits beyond 
those already achieved by the existing Network, especially in the highly protected Monterey Bay region. 

7 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=246940&inline  
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connectivity; reducing fishing pressure on populations in decline; promoting improved 
ecosystem structure and function; or enhancing the resilience of the MPA Network to current or 
predicted climate impacts. Importantly, in exploring this consideration, OPC gave equal weight 
to petitions that would address current specific threats to biodiversity, such as the impacts of 
fishing gear on sensitive habitats, and petitions that would improve the Network’s ability to 
withstand larger-scale and more diffuse impacts, such as marine heat waves. OPC finds 
compelling biodiversity benefits for several petitions: Petition 2023-21MPA_AM1, Petition 2023-
27MPA_AM1, Petition 2023-28MPA_AM1, Petition 2023-29MPA_AM2, Petition 2023-32MPA, 
and two actions within Petition 2023-33MPA_AM1. 

Finally, OPC considered whether petitions would help support and revitalize tribally-led 
stewardship. OPC is highly supportive of MPA adaptive management actions that advance co-
governance, co-management, and collaborative stewardship with tribes. Such actions, which 
include protecting places with high biocultural significance, are essential not only for righting 
historical wrongs, but also for reconnecting tribes to traditional stewardship practices that can 
directly benefit biodiversity. Increased support for tribal stewardship is a top priority in both 
OPC’s 2026-2030 Strategic Plan8 and the California Natural Resources Agency’s recently 
released Tribal Stewardship Policy9, which aims to expand tribal stewardship of at least 7.5 
million acres of California’s lands and coastal waters. OPC finds that the following petitions have 
strong potential to advance tribally-led stewardship: Petition 2023-20MPA_AM1, Petition 2023-
21MPA_AM1, Petition 2023-28MPA_AM2, and Petition 2023-29MPA_AM2. 

Based on these considerations, OPC recommends approval of the following petitions, with some 
modifications. In developing these recommendations, OPC staff evaluated the most recent 
versions of petitions, including any amendments or clarifications received from petitioners after 
CFGC’s March 2025 deadline for petition amendments. 

  

 

8 OPC 2026-2030 Strategic Plan Objective 2.1: Strengthen partnerships with California Native American tribes.  

9 https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Tribalaffairs/TribalStewardshipPolicyAndToolkit  
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Table 1. OPC’s recommended petitions. 

Petition 
Number 

MPA(s) 
Affected 

Petitioner Proposed 
Action 

OPC Recommendation 

2023-
20MPA_AM 
1 (as 
amended at 
the April 14, 
2026 CFGC 
Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Point 
Buchon 
SMCA and 
Point 
Buchon SMR 
(existing) 

Santa Ynez 
Band of 
Chumash 
Indians 

Add a tribal 
take exemption 
at Point Buchon 
SMCA, rename 
Point Buchon 
SMCA, and 
adjust northern 
boundary of 
Point Buchon 
SMR 

Approve tribal take exemption and 
renaming; deny proposed boundary 
change 

2023-
21MPA_AM1 
(as amended 
at the April 
14, 2026 
CFGC Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Pyramid 
Point SMCA 
(existing) 

Tolowa Dee-ni’ 
Nation 

Remove 
recreational 
take of true 
smelt in 
Pyramid Point 
SMCA and 
adjust northern 
boundary of 
Pyramid Point 
SMCA 

Approve proposed removal of 
recreational take of true smelt; deny 
proposed boundary change 

2023-
27MPA_AM1 
(as clarified 
at the May 6, 
2026 CFGC 
regional 
meeting) 

Anacapa 
Island SMCA 
(existing) 

Environmental 
Defense Center 

Modify 
regulations at 
Anacapa Island 
SMCA to 
protect 
sensitive 
eelgrass 
habitats (with 
several options 
proposed) 

Modify SMCA regulations to 
prohibit the deployment of lobster 
traps shallower than 50 feet 

2023-
28MPA_AM2 
(as amended 
at the April 
14, 2026 
CFGC Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Point Sal 
SMCA (new) 

Northern 
Chumash Tribal 
Council and 
Natural 
Resources 
Defense 
Council 

Add a new MPA 
near Point Sal 

Approve the proposed new Point Sal 
SMCA 
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Petition 
Number 

MPA(s) 
Affected 

Petitioner Proposed 
Action 

OPC Recommendation 

2023-
29MPA_AM2 
(as amended 
at the April 
14, 2026 
CFGC Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Mishopshno 
SMCA (new) 

Santa Ynez 
Band of 
Chumash 
Indians and 
Natural 
Resources 
Defense 
Council 

Add a new MPA 
near 
Carpinteria 

Approve the proposed new 
Mishopshno SMCA 

2023-32MPA 
(as clarified 
at the April 
21, 2026 
CFGC 
regional 
meeting) 

Duxbury 
Reef SMCA 
(existing) 

Environmental 
Action 
Committee of 
West Marin 

Expand 
Duxbury Reef 
SMCA and 
modify 
regulations to 
strengthen 
protections for 
intertidal 
species 

Designate two new SMCAs to 
protect the northern and southern 
portions of Duxbury Reef, each with 
take regulations that protect 
intertidal seaweed and 
invertebrates while allowing for 
continuation of other existing shore- 
and boat-based fishing 

2023-
33MPA_AM1 

Various 
existing 
MPAs and 
one 
proposed 
new MPA 

Environment 
California and 
Azul 

Expand six 
existing MPAs 
statewide and 
add a new MPA 
in Santa Cruz 

Approve proposed expansion of 
Point Dume SMCA, but deny 
proposed additional take allowance 
in Point Dume SMCA. Approve a 
smaller expansion of Point 
Conception SMR. 
 
Deny proposed expansion of 
Natural Bridges SMR, Cabrillo SMR, 
South Point SMR, or Gull Island 
SMR. 
 
Deny proposed designation of a 
new SMCA at Pleasure Point.  

Detailed narratives providing justification for these recommendations are provided in the 
“Recommendation Narratives” section below, starting on page 10. 

We recognize that our recommendations do not include three petitions intended to strengthen 
the MPA Network: Petition 2023-19MPA, Petition 2023-24MPA and Petition 2023-34MPA. 

• Petition 2023-19MPA, submitted by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, would 
designate a new SMCA, to be named Chitqawi in honor of a nearby Chumash coastal 
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village, offshore and to the north of Morro Bay in San Luis Obispo County. The proposed 
Chitqawi SMCA would protect waters adjacent to Morro Rock. However, the proposed 
SMCA would be located immediately adjacent to Morro Bay Harbor, a critical regional 
port, potentially presenting significant challenges. OPC also recognizes that many 
California Native American tribes, including non-federally recognized tribes, have 
significant cultural ties to Morro Rock. Given that the original petition focused on co-
management of the area as its main goal, OPC recommends that CFGC work with the 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to identify alternative pathways for strengthening 
protection of Morro Rock and establishing meaningful co-management agreements here 
and in the broader region. The petition process may have been an irregular fit for the 
Tribe’s goals with this petition and OPC is committed to working with the Tribe going 
forward to protect this area through meaningful co-management. 

• Petition 2023-24MPA, submitted by the Laguna Bluebelt Coalition, would extend the 
southern boundary of the Laguna Beach No-Take SMCA into the northern portion of 
Dana Point SMCA, expanding the No-Take SMCA and aligning its southern boundary with 
the southern border of the City of Laguna Beach. While this would increase overall 
protection in the area and potentially benefit fished species (e.g. finfish, lobster, and 
urchin) within the Dana Point SMCA, OPC notes that the existing boundary of the Laguna 
Beach No-Take SMCA currently aligns with both a clear latitude line as well as prominent 
rocky outcroppings, which serve as a helpful landmark for both boat-based and shore-
based anglers. Changing this well-established and clear boundary has the potential to 
result in increased confusion and potential enforcement challenges. 

• Petition 2023-34MPA, submitted by Environment California and Azul, would reclassify 
Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR and strengthen protections in Farnsworth Onshore and 
Offshore SMCAs by removing all take except for recreational spearfishing. Petitioners 
argue that these changes are necessary to address issues regarding compliance with 
MPA regulations; however, neither Point Buchon SMCA nor Farnsworth Onshore or 
Offshore SMCAs appear to have an unusually high number of MPA-related citations and, 
in fact, citation data demonstrate an overall trend of improved compliance with MPA 
regulations at Point Buchon SMCA.  

For reference, our recommendations on each of the fifteen MPA petitions currently under 
consideration by CFGC are summarized in the “Recommendations At-a-Glance” table below, 
starting on page 28. 

In closing, OPC appreciates the robust conversation around MPA petitions to date and 
recognizes that the many Californians who have engaged in this process hold a diversity of 
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perspectives, interests, and viewpoints related to these petitions. OPC staff attended all three 
in-person regional meetings of CFGC held earlier this year, which were intended to provide a 
venue for public feedback on petitions. At those meetings, we heard tribal members, 
conservation advocates, and students voice strong and passionate support for a strengthened 
MPA Network that can help protect our vulnerable coast and ocean in a time of rapid 
environmental change. However, we were also compelled by the serious concerns of many 
members of local communities, including commercial and recreational fishermen, whose lives 
and livelihoods have the potential to be significantly impacted by new or expanded MPAs. We 
deeply value California’s commercial and recreational fishing communities and recognize their 
critical role in supporting a thriving blue economy. To that end, where possible, we have 
endeavored to provide creative recommendations on petitions that add conservation value to 
the existing MPA Network while limiting impacts to commercial and recreational fishing. More 
broadly, as highlighted in Goal 4 of our 2026-2023 Strategic Plan, OPC is committed to 
advancing a sustainable blue economy by investing in healthy marine ecosystems and resilient 
coastal communities that can continue to support fishing livelihoods for generations to come. 

Additionally, the regional meetings made it abundantly clear that many communities, especially 
communities entitled to environmental justice, can face significant systemic barriers to 
accessing the coast and ocean and to participating in MPA management and decision-making 
processes. Millions of Californians visit the coast each year to access the ocean in different 
ways, including to engage in both consumptive and non-consumptive uses. Because of this, 
assessing benefits related to equitable access for individual petitions is a complex undertaking. 
Impacts of individual petitions on equitable access10 and on advancing CFGC’s Justice, Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion Policy11 have been initially assessed via a joint effort between OPC and 
CDFW 12;  OPC is committed to expanding equitable access to the coast and ocean and 
supporting improved inclusion in coastal and ocean management, consistent with the goal of 
OPC’s 2026-2030 Strategic Plan to maximize community benefits and stewardship, as well as 
OPC’s Equity Plan13.  

 

10 Specifically Question 14 in CDFW’s Evaluation Framework: Does the proposed change provide more equitable 
access opportunities (e.g., fishing, educational, and/or other recreational opportunities) for traditionally 
underserved or marginalized communities? 

11 Specifically Question 16 in CDFW’s Evaluation Framework: Is the proposed change consistent with the CFGC 
Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Policy (https://fgc.ca.gov/About/JEDI)?  

12 Available here: https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=246997&inline 

13 https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/_media_library/2022/11/OPC-Equity-Plan-508.pdf  
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Thank you for considering our recommendations. We look forward to the work ahead and to 
continued meaningful engagement with California’s diverse coastal communities as the petition 
process unfolds.  

Sincerely, 

 
Jenn Eckerle 
Deputy Secretary for Oceans and Coastal Policy, California Natural Resources Agency 
Executive Director, Ocean Protection Council  
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Recommendation Narratives 

Petition 2023-20MPA_AM1: Add a tribal take exemption at Point Buchon SMCA, rename Point 
Buchon SMCA, and change northern boundary of Point Buchon SMR 

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians (SYBCI) has proposed several changes to Point Buchon 
SMCA14 and Point Buchon SMR15. As amended by the tribe at the April 14, 2026 meeting of 
CFGC’s Tribal Committee16, these proposed changes are: add a tribal take exemption at Point 
Buchon SMCA for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, rename Point Buchon SMCA, and 
change the northern boundary of Point Buchon SMR. Located approximately eight miles south 
of Morro Bay in San Luis Obispo County, Point Buchon SMCA and Point Buchon SMR together 
protect nearly 19 square miles of rocky reefs, sandy seafloor, beaches, kelp forests, rocky 
intertidal habitat, offshore pinnacles, and some of the shallowest cold-water corals in California 
(SeaSketch California 2026). Point Buchon SMR spans approximately 2.5 miles of coastline 
between Coon Creek and Diablo Canyon and protects 6.7 square miles of coastal waters 
between shore and approximately 200 feet deep (SeaSketch California 2026). Point Buchon 
SMCA protects more than 12 square miles of coastal waters offshore of the SMR, ranging from 
approximately 200 to 400 feet deep (SeaSketch California 2026). 

Adding a tribal take exemption to Point Buchon SMCA and renaming Point Buchon SMCA to 
better reflect Chumash cultural heritage both represent significant opportunities to advance 
tribal sovereignty, collaborative governance, and tribal stewardship within the Central Coast17 
bioregion of the MPA Network. Similar to other tribal take exemptions currently granted to 
SYBCI for MPAs in the South Coast bioregion of the MPA Network, such as Kashtayit SMCA, the 
proposed tribal take exemption for Point Buchon SMCA would exempt SYBCI members from 
MPA-specific take restrictions and thus allow SYBCI members to harvest living marine resources 

 

14 SMCA = State Marine Conservation Area. In this type of MPA, certain recreational or commercial fishing 
activities may be allowed, while other types of take are prohibited. 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Definitions#mpa  

15 SMR = State Marine Reserve. In this type of MPA, all take is prohibited. 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Definitions#mpa  

16 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245526&inline  

17 As defined in the 2018 MPA Monitoring Action Plan 
(https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=161748&inline), the bioregions of the MPA Network are: 
North Coast (California/Oregon border to San Francisco Bay, including the Farallon Islands), Central Coast (San 
Francisco Bay to Point Conception), and South Coast (Point Conception to U.S./Mexico border, including the 
Channel Islands). 
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for cultural, subsistence, and stewardship purposes. Regulations in the adjacent Point Buchon 
SMR would remain unchanged. 

Point Buchon is also culturally significant. The petition identifies Buchon as a historical Chumash 
village site and describes the area as having special spiritual significance to Chumash maritime 
peoples. Establishing a tribal take exemption at Point Buchon SMCA and renaming the SMCA 
would recognize this significance and advance progress toward tribal co-management of this 
MPA, which the tribe has requested to pursue through a non-regulatory pathway. OPC 
recommends that CFGC approve the proposed tribal take exemption and name change for 
Point Buchon SMCA. 

Petitioners have also requested to adjust Point Buchon SMR’s northern boundary further to the 
north, arguing that doing so would better capture the full marine area offshore of Point Buchon. 
However, OPC notes that the existing northern boundary aligns with a readily determinable line 
of latitude (35° 15.250' N) and prominent onshore landmarks; changing the boundary could 
cause confusion and enforcement challenges and would also result in a misalignment of the 
northern boundaries of Point Buchon SMR and SMCA. OPC recommends that CFGC deny the 
requested boundary adjustment for Point Buchon SMR. 

Petition 2023-21MPA_AM1: Remove recreational take of true smelt in Pyramid Point SMCA 
and adjust northern boundary of Pyramid Point SMCA 

The Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation has proposed two changes to Pyramid Point SMCA, located at 
Pyramid Point in Del Norte County near the California-Oregon border: removal of the current 
recreational take allowance for true smelt, and adjustment of the SMCA’s northern boundary. 
Pyramid Point SMCA is the northernmost MPA in California’s MPA Network and covers 
approximately 14 square miles of sandy beaches, offshore rocks, and soft seafloor; currently the 
only type of take allowed in this MPA is recreational take of surf smelt (Hypomesus pretiosus, 
known as lhvmsr in the Tolowa language)18 by dip net or Hawaiian-type throw net, as well as 
tribal take of all species, consistent with applicable state fishing regulations, by the Tolowa Dee-
ni’ Nation through a tribal take exemption. The proposal is intended to protect a culturally and 
ecologically important forage fish species while maintaining tribal take of that species, 

 

18 Technically, Pyramid Point SMCA allows take of a three-species “true smelt” group: surf smelt, night smelt, and 
whitebait smelt. To achieve the requested removal of the recreational take allowance for surf smelt, it is necessary 
to remove the recreational take allowance for the species group. At the April 14, 2026 meeting of CFGC’s Tribal 
Committee, the Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation amended this petition to change its request from removal of the take 
allowance for surf smelt to removal of the take allowance for true smelt. 
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245526&inline  
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particularly take associated with traditional Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation “fish camps” – annual events 
where members of the Nation travel to the coast to fish, camp, and traditionally process surf 
smelt during its spawning months from July to October. 

Petitioners argue that removal of the existing recreational take allowance is needed because, 
according to the Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation’s Traditional Knowledges – particularly the observations 
of traditional surf smelt fishermen – surf smelt populations have declined substantially since the 
late 1990s. OPC respects and affirms the importance of tribal science and Traditional 
Knowledges and also notes that this trend has been documented through non-indigenous 
science. Though no formal stock assessments have been completed for surf smelt, CDFW’s 2020 
Enhanced Status Report for the species shows that commercial landings statewide (95% of 
which occur in Humboldt and Del Norte County ports) regularly exceeded 500,000 pounds per 
year in the mid-1990s but dropped precipitously in 1998-1999 and have not exceeded 250,000 
pounds per year in the last twenty years (CDFW 2020). Commercial surf smelt landings declined 
to record lows of approximately 700-1,000 pounds annually between 2017 and 2019 before 
showing a modest rebound beginning in 2020, although catches remained well below historical 
levels (CDFW 2025). California Recreational Fisheries Surveys (CRFS) data summarized in CDFW’s 
Enhanced Status Report that recreational surf smelt landings were negligible from 2005 through 
2017, apart from an anomalous spike to approximately 110,000 pounds in 2011; the CRFS 
program that produced these estimates was discontinued in 2018 (CDFW 2020, CDFW 2025). 

The decline of surf smelt populations concerns OPC for several reasons. First, forage fishes such 
as surf smelt play critical roles in nearshore food webs because they transfer energy from 
plankton-rich coastal waters to higher trophic levels, supporting fish, seabird, and marine 
mammal populations (Pikitch et al. 2014, Essington et al. 2015). Surf smelt in particular play a 
foundational role in Northern California coastal ecosystems by serving as prey for species such 
as salmon, seabirds, marine mammals, and other predators. As an important forage fish, their 
abundance can reflect broader ecosystem condition and food web dynamics (Santora et al. 
2021, NOAA Fisheries 2022). Second, Native American tribes on California’s North Coast have 
relied on surf smelt since time immemorial for subsistence and cultural heritage. As described 
in the petition, Tolowa families return to the coast each year for “fish camps” that involve the 
harvest of surf smelt using traditional A-frame nets, with associated prayers, protocols, and 
ceremonies. Maintaining access to a healthy surf smelt population is essential to the 
continuation of tribes’ cultural practice, food sovereignty, spiritual relationships, and 
community well-being (Turner et al. 2008, Charles & Wilson 2009).  

Surf smelt are a sensitive species and their population trends can be heavily influenced by a 
number of factors. This includes not only fishing pressure – heavy fishing can cause surf smelt 
populations to decline quickly given their short life cycles and the fact that most fishing occurs 
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during spawning – but also environmental stressors, including warming waters, pollution, and 
physical impacts to beaches where they spawn (Russell et al. 2022, Tomlin et al. 2021). OPC 
recognizes that MPAs have limited ability to mitigate these larger-scale threats. However, given 
the population declines noted above and the ecological and cultural importance of surf smelt, 
OPC supports stricter MPA regulations to strengthen protections for this vulnerable species. 
OPC notes that approval of this petition would allow continued tribal harvest of surf smelt, but 
this traditional take is unlikely to have population-level impacts. 

To support the recovery of surf smelt, the integrity of nearshore food webs, and the 
continuation of tribal stewardship and cultural use of this species into the future, OPC 
recommends that CFGC approve removal of the allowance for recreational take of true smelt 
in Pyramid Point SMCA. The Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation would retain its existing tribal take 
exemption for this SMCA. 

Petitioners have also requested a boundary adjustment to align the northern boundary of 
Pyramid Point SMCA with the terrestrial California-Oregon border. California’s terrestrial 
northern boundary was intended to run along the 42° N latitude line, but initial surveys with 
primitive equipment in 1868 resulted in a zigzag border that deviates up to a half mile north or 
south of that latitude line. In contrast, the offshore northern boundary is an arc that projects 
seaward from the 42° N latitude line and connects the outermost headlands of the mainland 
coast to offshore rocks. For this reason, California’s offshore and terrestrial borders are slightly 
misaligned; the offshore boundary is consistent with California’s legally recognized northern 
border at 42° N latitude and is used in all ocean-based regulations. Changing the northern 
boundary of Pyramid Point SMCA so that it no longer aligns with this recognized offshore 
boundary would likely result in regulatory confusion and enforcement challenges. OPC 
recommends that CFGC deny the request to modify Pyramid Point SMCA’s northern boundary. 

Petition 2023-27MPA_AM1: Modify regulations at Anacapa Island SMCA to protect sensitive 
eelgrass habitats 

Environmental Defense Center has submitted a petition with three options intended to better 
protect sensitive eelgrass meadows inside the Anacapa Island SMCA from the impacts of lobster 
traps and other hard-bottomed fishing gear. As clarified by the petitioner at the May 6, 2026 
CFGC regional meeting19, the proposed options are 1) Change regulations to disallow 
commercial lobster fishing year-round within the Anacapa Island SMCA; 2) Change regulations 

 

19 Video available at https://cal-span.org/meeting/cfg_20260506/. Discussion of Petition 2023-27MPA_AM1 
begins at 01:05:13.  
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to disallow hard bottomed fishing gear (including anchoring if applicable) near eelgrass 
meadows within the Anacapa Island SMCA, or 3) Change the border of the Anacapa Island 
Special Closure to prohibit the deployment of lobster traps from 0-50 feet deep, instead of the 
existing 0-20 feet deep. 

Pacific eelgrass (Zostera pacifica) is a foundational species that is found along California’s open 
coast and provides vital habitat, food, and shelter for a variety of marine fishes and 
invertebrates. Eelgrass also supports sediment stabilization and erosion protection, plays an 
important role in nutrient cycling, and helps mitigate climate change by sequestering carbon 
(Waycott et al. 2009, Fourqurean et al. 2012, Duarte et al. 2013). Eelgrass beds are inherently 
dynamic and naturally fluctuate from year to year; eelgrass persistence is influenced by a variety 
of environmental factors including temperature, currents, sediment dynamics, water quality, 
and availability of suitable substrate (Grech et al. 2012, Rock & Daru 2021, Zabarte-Maeztu et al. 
2021, Herrera et al. 2022). At the same time, numerous studies have demonstrated that hard-
bottomed fishing gear, including traps and pots, can negatively impact eelgrass (Stevens 2021, 
Rees et al. 2021). Traps can crush eelgrass shoots and rhizomes upon impact, and they may 
smother eelgrass if left in place. The setting and retrieval of traps, dragging of trap lines, and 
movement of traps while in the water often leaves bare scouring marks or “haloes” of damage 
in eelgrass meadows (Abadie et al. 2016, Stevens 2021, Rees et al. 2021). 

Eelgrass meadows were once abundant along the north sides of all three islets that make up 
Anacapa Island, generally found from approximately 0-20 feet deep but sometimes extending to 
45 feet deep (Altstatt 2021). Although eelgrass virtually disappeared around Anacapa Island 
during the late 1980s following the 1982-1983 El Niño and subsequent overgrazing by white sea 
urchins, it has recovered in many places thanks in part to a successful eelgrass restoration effort 
initiated in 2002 at Frenchy’s Cove on the north side of West Anacapa Island (Altstatt et al. 
2014). 

Frenchy’s Cove is situated within both the island-wide nearshore Anacapa Island Special 
Closure, which prohibits the use of nets and traps from 0-20 feet deep, as well as the much 
larger Anacapa Island SMCA, which extends to the three nautical mile state water boundary and 
prohibits most forms of take except for recreational take of lobster and pelagic finfish, as well as 
commercial take of lobster. Offshore of Frenchy’s Cove, a Brown Pelican Fledgling Area – an 
extension of the Special Closure across approximately 4,000 feet of coastline – prohibits all 
boating activity and access from 0-120 feet deep from January 1 - October 31. Together, these 
regulations protect eelgrass meadows located in 0-20 feet of depth year-round, and meadows 
located deeper than 20 feet for 10 months out of the year. 
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These existing regulations already provide eelgrass meadows at Frenchy’s Cove with substantial 
protection from fishing gear impacts. However, eelgrass meadows deeper than 20 feet at 
Frenchy’s Cove are still vulnerable to fishing gear impacts for two months out of the year. 
Subtidal surveys conducted by the Channel Islands monitoring program show that these deeper 
meadows represent a substantial proportion of the eelgrass inside the Anacapa Island SMCA 
(SeaSketch California 2026) and, because eelgrass is a delicate ecosystem that can take years to 
recover from fragmentation or scarring (Altstatt et al., 2014; Reed & Hovel, 2006), damage 
accrued during the two months that the Brown Pelican Fledgling Area is open is likely to have 
lasting and outsized impacts on the integrity and function of these eelgrass meadows.  

OPC recognizes that some data gaps exist regarding the distribution of eelgrass at Frenchy’s 
Cove and Anacapa Island more broadly, as well as the drivers contributing to its persistence and 
loss. However, in the context of substantial declines of eelgrass statewide since the 1950s 
(Waycott et al. 2009, Harris et al. 2026), and the critical importance of eelgrass meadows for 
marine biodiversity (Kindeberg et al. 2022), OPC finds that regulatory action to protect the full 
extent of eelgrass meadows inside Anacapa Island SMCA, i.e. providing new protections for 
meadows that occur from 20-45 feet, is warranted. In assessing the petitioner’s proposed 
options, OPC finds that Option 1 (prohibiting lobster fishing within the entire Anacapa Island 
SMCA, which extends three nautical miles offshore to a depth of nearly 500 feet) is unnecessary 
to protect eelgrass meadows, which are a nearshore ecosystem. Further, OPC notes that Option 
2 (prohibiting lobster fishing “near eelgrass meadows”) would be difficult to enforce given the 
inherently dynamic nature of these ecosystems. Finally, OPC is concerned that Option 3 
(extending the boundary of the Anacapa Island Special Closure from 20 feet deep to 50 feet 
deep) could be problematic for multiple reasons: first, the specific intent of the Special Closure 
is to decrease entanglement risk for birds feeding near roosting grounds on the island; second, 
changing the boundary could add to existing significant regulatory confusion between the 
Anacapa Island SMCA, SMR, and Special Closure/Brown Pelican Fledgling Area; and third, this 
option would unnecessarily restrict lobster fishing opportunities outside of the Anacapa Island 
SMCA. Therefore, OPC recommends that CFGC modify the regulations at Anacapa Island SMCA 
to prohibit the deployment of lobster traps shallower than 50 feet. This simplified alternative 
pathway would strengthen protections for eelgrass meadows within their full depth range inside 
the SMCA, while maintaining lobster fishing opportunities outside the SMCA. 

OPC also recognizes that non-consumptive activities, such as anchoring, may have similar 
impacts on eelgrass meadows as lobster trapping. OPC recommends exploration of non-
regulatory management solutions, potentially including installation of moorings within the 
SMCA, to mitigate other activities that can damage the seafloor. 
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Petition 2023-28MPA_AM2: Add a new MPA near Point Sal (Point Sal SMCA) 

The Northern Chumash Tribal Council and the Natural Resources Defense Council have 
proposed the designation of a new State Marine Conservation Area at Point Sal, California, 
situated at the northern end of Vandenberg Space Force Base near the City of Guadalupe in 
northern Santa Barbara County. As amended by petitioners at the April 14, 2026 meeting of 
CFGC’s Tribal Committee20, the proposed new Point Sal SMCA, which would eventually be given 
a name in a Chumash language to honor the importance of the area to local Chumash peoples, 
would span close to 7 miles of coastline and encompass nearly 15 square miles, from shore to a 
maximum depth of 187 feet (SeaSketch California 2026). It would prohibit all forms of take 
except for recreational take of finfish from shore using hook and line. 

The proposed new Point Sal SMCA is located roughly 50 miles to the north of Point Conception, 
at the northern end of a major biogeographic transition zone within the California Current Large 
Marine Ecosystem, where warmer waters from the south meet colder, nutrient-rich waters from 
the north, supporting exceptionally high biodiversity (Hamilton et al. 2010, Blanchette et al. 
2008, Arafeh-Dalmau et al. 2023). The waters offshore of Point Sal in particular are highly 
productive and nutrient-rich due to seasonal coastal upwelling in the area. This area supports 
abundant fish and invertebrate populations and serve as critical foraging grounds for seabirds 
and marine mammals – including multiple iconic California species such as brown pelicans, 
southern sea otters, and humpback whales (Checkley & Barth 2009).  

The proposed new SMCA would protect a large portion of Point Sal’s coastline and offshore 
waters, including sandy beach, rocky shoreline, shallow hard bottom, shallow soft bottom, and 
deep soft bottom habitats (SeaSketch California 2026). The new SMCA would also include a 
known krill hotspot that supports feeding blue whales from late spring to early fall (Santora et 
al. 2011, Savoca et al. 2021). Importantly, as noted by the petitioner, the area inside the 
proposed SMCA leeward of Point Sal may also function as a larval retention zone. Headlands 
and coastal promontories like Point Sal can slow or recirculate ocean currents, allowing fish and 
invertebrate larvae to remain near suitable settlement habitats rather than being transported 
offshore during upwelling events (Mace & Morgan 2006, Morgan et al. 2011, Harvey et al. 2021, 
Robinette et al. 2019). Robinette et al. (2019) found that seabird foraging rates, which can be 
used as an indicator of juvenile fish abundance, are generally higher in the lee of headlands and 
along south-facing coasts such as Point Sal. This suggests that the proposed new MPA has the 

 

20 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245526&inline  
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potential to protect an area of high juvenile fish recruitment, which could potentially add a rich 
new larval source “node” to the MPA Network. 

The proposed Point Sal SMCA would also protect an area of substantial cultural importance to 
the Chumash people. There are long-standing Chumash connections to Point Sal, including 
archaeological evidence of occupation near the area dating back nearly 5,000 years. The 
Northern Chumash Tribal Council has stated that Point Sal is an especially sacred area within the 
broader Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary, and designation of the proposed new 
Point Sal SMCA represents a unique opportunity to strengthen biodiversity protections within 
the Sanctuary. 

Importantly, Point Sal is extremely remote. The public access road to Point Sal State Beach was 
washed out during severe storms during the 1998 El Niño event and was never repaired. 
Currently, access to Point Sal State Beach requires a round-trip hike of approximately 10 miles. 
Therefore, although the petitioners’ proposed take allowance for hook-and-line fishing from 
shore would technically result in a moderate-low level of protection for Point Sal based on the 
science guidelines from the MPA planning process, OPC finds that the proposed new SMCA 
would likely still provide meaningful and significant biodiversity benefit given the difficulty 
associated with accessing Point Sal State Beach for shore-based fishing. Should existing 
conditions change in the future, we would support revisiting the take allowance for shore-based 
fishing. 

Overall, OPC finds that the proposed new Point Sal SMCA represents an important opportunity 
to protect a pristine and relatively undisturbed biodiversity hotspot, while recognizing the 
biocultural significance of the area to local Chumash tribes. OPC recommends that CFGC 
approve the proposed new Point Sal SMCA. 

Petition 2023-29MPA_AM2: Add a new MPA near Carpinteria (Mishopshno SMCA) 

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, Natural Resources Defense Council, and 
Environmental Defense Center have proposed the designation of a new SMCA near Carpinteria, 
California, located approximately twelve miles southeast of Santa Barbara. The proposed new 
MPA, to be named Mishopshno in honor of a nearby Chumash coastal village, would protect key 
nearshore ecosystems in the Santa Barbara Channel, including a large portion of Carpinteria 
Reef. As amended by petitioners at the April 14, 2026 meeting of CFGC’s Tribal Committee21, 
the proposed new Mishopshno SMCA would span nearly 4 miles of shoreline and encompass 

 

21 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=245526&inline  
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approximately 9 square miles, from shore to a maximum depth of 141 feet (SeaSketch 
California 2026). It would prohibit all forms of take except for recreational take of finfish from 
shore using hook and line, with a tribal take exemption for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 
Indians. 

The Santa Barbara Channel is part of a major biogeographic transition zone near Point 
Conception, separating cold waters to the north of Point Conception from warmer waters to the 
south (Dever et al. 2004, Johnson & Hartwell 2018). The proposed new Mishopshno SMCA 
would protect a number of important coastal and marine habitats within the Santa Barbara 
Channel, including sandy beach, coastal marsh, estuary, and kelp forest habitats (SeaSketch 
California 2026). Importantly, a new Mishopshno SMCA would provide new protection for 
Carpinteria Reef, a shallow kelp forest and rocky reef ecosystem that is home to a diversity of 
marine fishes and invertebrates such as Lingcod, California Sheephead, Kelp Bass, and both red 
and purple sea urchins (Levenbach 2008, Carr et al. 2017). This reef supports a large kelp patch 
that, according to Landsat data from 1984-2023 (Bell et al. 2024), has continued to persist 
despite the recent 2014-2016 marine heat wave and overall declines in the region, making it 
one of the most stable kelp forests in the Santa Barbara Channel (Fig. 2). The petitioners also 
note that Carpinteria Reef may serve as an aggregation site for juvenile Great White Sharks, 
though such aggregations are often highly dynamic and may shift locations from year to year. 
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Figure 1. The proposed new Mishopshno SMCA. Satellite monitoring of kelp canopy cover via Landsat from 1984-
2023 shows a persistent kelp forest at Carpinteria Reef near the proposed eastern boundary of the SMCA. 

In addition to protecting an area of high biodiversity in an ecologically important region of the 
state, the most significant way in which the proposed Mishopshno SMCA could improve the 
ecological performance of California’s MPA Network is by strengthening connectivity between 
Campus Point No-Take SMCA to the west and Point Dume SMCA to the southeast. Ensuring that 
larvae, eggs, spores, or juveniles of marine species are able to move into, out of, or between 
MPAs is fundamental to the success of California’s MPAs as an ecologically connected network. 
For this reason, science guidance from the MPA planning process included explicit spacing 
guidelines for MPAs. According to this guidance, in order for MPAs to be within dispersal range 
for most ecologically and economically important groundfish and invertebrate species, they 
should be spaced 31-62 miles apart. Currently, the distance between the eastern boundary of 
Campus Point SMCA and the western boundary of Point Dume SMCA is approximately 60 miles 
(SeaSketch California 2026). This is very near the upper limit of the spacing guidelines and the 
largest distance between MPAs in the entire Network.  
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This distance concerns OPC for multiple reasons. First, while there are several MPAs nearby at 
the Northern Channel Islands, recent studies suggest the islands may not be as reliably or 
consistently ecologically connected to the mainland as previously thought due to the presence 
of small-scale eddies and coastal currents that can impact cross-channel exchange during some 
oceanographic conditions, while enhancing local retention and alongshore connectivity under 
others (Dauhajre et al. 2019, Robinette et al. 2012, Harvey et al. 2021). Second, both Campus 
Point No-Take SMCA and Point Dume SMCA contain kelp forests. Potentially weak connectivity 
between these habitats could pose risks to kelp resilience in the broader region. Finally, 
ecological connectivity has the potential to be highly disrupted by the impacts of climate 
change, which have already been well documented in the Southern California Bight (Magris et 
al. 2014, Schiff et al. 2019, Wilson et al. 2020, Kekuewa et al. 2022, Frieder et al. 2024). Climate-
driven changes in temperature, ocean circulation, and upwelling can dramatically affect larval 
development, settlement, and survival, with important implications for connectivity (O’Connor 
et al. 2007, Kendall et al. 2016, Pecl et al. 2017, Pinsky et al. 2019, Wilson et al. 2020). 
Additionally, in some cases, climate impacts can eliminate important larval source populations 
entirely, such as when kelp forests are converted to urchin barrens (Rogers-Bennett & Catton 
2019, Starko et al. 2024) – potentially making the effective ecological distance between intact 
protected habitats much greater than the geographic distance between MPA boundaries 
(Wilson et al. 2020).  

The proposed Mishopshno SMCA, which would be located 14.6 miles from Campus Point No-
Take SMCA and 44.1 miles from the Point Dume SMR/SMCA cluster (SeaSketch California 2026), 
would fill the existing large distance between these two MPAs and potentially act as a key 
“stepping stone” in the Santa Barbara Channel. This has the potential to improve ecological 
connectivity between Campus Point No-Take SMCA and Point Dume SMCA, especially between 
the kelp habitats protected by these MPAs, buffer against future climate impacts on 
connectivity, and strengthen overall resilience in the Santa Barbara Channel. OPC recognizes 
that the petitioners’ proposed allowance for hook-and-line fishing from shore would result in a 
moderate-low level of protection per science guidance from the MPA planning process, with 
potential impacts on connectivity; however, continued shore-based fishing access to this area 
has significant potential to benefit local communities and non-federally recognized tribes. 

OPC also recognizes the cultural significance of this area to local Chumash peoples. Members of 
the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians have described ecosystems within the proposed 
Mishopshno SMCA as “living homelands and cultural landscapes” where gathering, teaching, 
ceremony, and other cultural practices have occurred for millennia. The area is also central to 
Chumash peoples’ creation stories and canoe-building traditions. Designation of the proposed 
Mishopshno SMCA would represent a significant opportunity to protect the biocultural 
significance of the area and advance co-management with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 
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Indians, supporting the continued stewardship and care of this area’s unique coastal and marine 
biodiversity by its original guardians. 

Overall, OPC finds that the proposed new Mishopshno SMCA represents an important 
opportunity to improve MPA Network design, strengthen ecological connectivity, and recognize 
the biocultural significance of the area to local Chumash tribes. OPC recommends that CFGC 
approve the proposed new Mishopshno SMCA. 

Petition 2023-32MPA: Expand Duxbury Reef SMCA and modify regulations to strengthen 
protections for intertidal species 

The Environmental Action Committee of West Marin has proposed several actions intended to 
strengthen protections at Duxbury Reef SMCA. As clarified by the petitioner at the April 21, 
2026 CFGC regional meeting22, those actions are: expand the northern and southern boundaries 
of Duxbury Reef SMCA to protect the majority of Duxbury Reef’s contiguous rocky intertidal 
habitat and modify regulations in Duxbury Reef SMCA to remove the current allowance for 
shore-based take of finfish by methods other than hook-and-line. 

Duxbury Reef SMCA, located at the southern tip of the Point Reyes Peninsula in Marin County 
approximately one mile west of Bolinas, was designed specifically to protect Duxbury Reef, one 
of the largest shale reefs in North America and a unique geological feature found nowhere else 
in California (U.S. Geological Survey 2005). Duxbury Reef is very large and shallow; its broad, 
low-relief, gently sloping shale platform hosts an extensive network of cracks and crevices that 
are exposed at low tide and support exceptionally high biodiversity, including iconic intertidal 
species such as anemones, sea stars, and nudibranchs. It is one of the most accessible and 
frequently visited coastal sites in the region for tidepooling, and the reef serves as one of 
California's premier locations for environmental education and tidepool interpretation. Duxbury 
Reef SMCA was intentionally designed as a narrow, nearshore MPA that extends from the mean 
high tide line out to 1,000 feet seaward of mean lower low water, protecting intertidal habitat 
while allowing for commercial and recreational fishing further offshore, as well as recreational 
take of abalone (when allowed) and finfish from shore. 

Currently, Duxbury Reef SMCA does not encompass the full extent of the reef’s rocky intertidal 
habitat. This means that the northernmost and southernmost portions of Duxbury Reef 
currently receive no MPA protection, despite functioning as part of the same unique and 
biodiverse ecosystem as the portion of the reef within the existing SMCA. Expanding protections 

 

22 Video available at https://cal-span.org/meeting/cfg_20260421/. Discussion of Petition 2023-32MPA begins at 
03:11:24. 
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northward to Double Point/Stormy Stack Rock Special Closure and southward to the 
southernmost fringe of the reef, as proposed by petitioners, would capture the vast majority of 
Duxbury Reef, nearly doubling the amount of rocky shoreline protected by this MPA from 3.26 
linear miles to 6.83 linear miles (SeaSketch California 2026) and improving representation of 
intertidal habitats, one of the rarest and most vulnerable coastal habitats in California, in the 
North Coast bioregion of the MPA Network (U.S. Geological Survey 2005).  

OPC finds that these additional protections have the potential to increase biomass of currently 
harvested intertidal species, such as seaweed and shellfish, in the expansion areas, bolster 
overall species richness and diversity at Duxbury Reef, and improve ecological connectivity 
across the full reef ecosystem. Additional protection could also strengthen the reef’s resilience 
to future climate change impacts, as protected rocky intertidal ecosystems have been found to 
exhibit greater resistance to, and recovery from, climate-driven disturbances such as marine 
heat waves compared to unprotected areas, helping to maintain community structure and 
ecological function during periods of extreme heating (CDFW 2023, Smith et al. 2023). However, 
OPC also notes that simply expanding the northern and southern boundaries of the existing 
SMCA could unnecessarily restrict existing boat-based commercial and recreational fishing 
activities in the proposed expansion areas, such as an important local commercial hook-and-line 
halibut fishery, that are not currently impacting intertidal biodiversity. 

OPC recommends adding new protections for the intertidal in a way that does not change the 
existing Duxbury Reef SMCA and does not restrict existing commercial or recreational take, 
beyond new protections for intertidal seaweed and invertebrates, in the expansion areas. To 
accomplish this, OPC recommends that CFGC designate two new SMCAs to protect the 
northern and southern portions of the contiguous rocky intertidal habitat of Duxbury Reef, 
with take regulations that protect intertidal seaweed and invertebrates (except abalone when 
allowed) while allowing for existing shore- and boat-based fishing. We defer to CDFW to 
recommend final boundaries for these two new SMCAs based on feasibility and enforceability. 

Petition 2023-33MPA_AM1: Expand six MPAs statewide and add a new MPA in Santa Cruz 

Environment California and Azul have proposed a suite of actions – six proposed MPA 
expansions and one proposed new MPA – aimed at strengthening protections for kelp forest 
habitats across the state. Specifically, this petition proposes to expand Cabrillo SMR (southern 
San Diego), South Point and Gull Island SMRs (Northern Channel Islands), Point Dume SMCA 
(north of Los Angeles near the Los Angeles County/Ventura County border), Point Conception 
SMR (north of Santa Barbara), and Natural Bridges SMR (Santa Cruz). It also proposes the 
designation of a new SMCA at Pleasure Point (Santa Cruz). The proposed expansions and new 
MPA are aimed at protecting persistent, healthy kelp patches currently unprotected by the MPA 
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Network. Petitioners argue that protecting these new locations will help improve the resilience 
of kelp forest ecosystems across the state in the face of anticipated future marine heat waves 
and other climate stressors.  

Kelp forests in California provide a variety of critical ecological functions and ecosystem services. 
Kelp serves as habitat and an important food source for a rich diversity of invertebrates, fishes, 
marine mammals, and birds, including ecologically and economically important species such as 
abalone, rockfishes, and sea otters (Hamilton et al. 2022, Bell et al. 2020). Kelp forests are 
critical to the well-being of California’s coastal residents and the state’s multi-billion-dollar 
ocean economy, providing valuable recreational opportunities such as scuba diving and wildlife 
viewing (Schiel & Foster 2015, NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 2025, Monterey Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary 2025), and kelp forest ecosystems also hold tremendous cultural 
significance for California Native American tribes. Unfortunately, recent climate-driven changes 
have resulted in severe and concerning kelp loss in California. A prolonged marine heat wave 
beginning in 2014 triggered unprecedented declines in California’s kelp forests (Rogers-Bennett 
& Catton 2019, McPherson et al. 2021). Along the North Coast, more than 95% of bull kelp 
canopy was lost from 2014-2019 and has shown little recovery since then (McPherson et al. 
2021), while statewide more than 75% of kelp forests remain below their long-term average in 
2024 (Harris et al. 2026). As marine heat waves are expected to become more frequent and 
more severe as climate change accelerates, supporting the protection and restoration of these 
vulnerable ecosystems is a top priority for OPC. 

Though MPAs cannot directly mitigate climate stressors such as warming ocean waters, 
petitioners argue that MPAs can support kelp resilience by promoting intact food webs. 
Specifically, petitioners note that healthy, abundant populations of predatory organisms, such as 
California Sheephead and California spiny lobster, can keep populations of kelp grazers like sea 
urchins in check, preventing urchins from overgrazing kelp (Hamilton et al. 2010, Caselle et al., 
2015). While this is an active area of research and scientific evidence for the kelp resilience 
benefits of MPAs is mixed (Cavanaugh et al. 2019), several recent studies in California have 
demonstrated support for this “trophic cascade” hypothesis.  

Eisaguirre et al. (2020) analyzed decades of subtidal monitoring data from the Northern Channel 
Islands and found that giant kelp density was significantly higher, and purple sea urchin density 
significantly lower, inside MPAs compared to adjacent fished areas. Kumagai et al. (2024) 
combined subtidal monitoring data with remotely sensed kelp canopy data to evaluate the 
statewide response of kelp forests to the 2014-2016 heat wave and found that fully protected 
MPAs appeared to enhance kelp forests’ resistance to, and recovery from, marine heat waves in 
Southern California. Ortiz-Villa et al. (2025) used four decades of remote sensing data to 
examine the effects of 54 MPAs on kelp canopy coverage statewide and found that 



 

24 

implementation of MPAs resulted in an 8.5% increase in kelp canopy coverage compared to 
unprotected areas, with kelp forests in MPAs showing faster and more significant recovery 
following the 2014-2015 marine heat wave. Finally, results from the first Decadal Management 
Review of California’s MPA Network showed that kelp canopy was more stable and resilient in 
MPAs, particularly in the South Coast (CDFW 2023).  

Importantly, these documented benefits have largely been limited to Southern California, where 
lobster and Sheephead are abundant. In central California, where these predators are absent or 
uncommon and the main predator of sea urchins is the southern sea otter, most studies here 
have found little to no significant differences in urchin or kelp densities between MPAs and 
unprotected areas (Hamilton et al. 2010, Eisaguirre et al. 2020). 

To identify specific areas to target for additional MPA protection, petitioners focused on areas of 
overlap between highly persistent kelp patches, as identified by Arafeh-Dalmau et al. (2021) 
using satellite data, and “medium-priority kelp restoration sites” as identified by Giraldo-Ospina 
et al. (2025) – defined as historically stable kelp beds that resisted the effects of the 2014-2015 
marine heat wave and currently have a high proportion of kelp compared to their historical 
mean. This classification was intended by the authors of this study for use in a kelp restoration 
context; however, satellite imagery of kelp forest canopy, specifically Landsat data from 1984-
2023 (Bell et al. 2024), does show that the areas identified by petitioners appear to be largely 
persistent over time (Fig. 2, Fig. 3). Given the anticipated impacts of climate change on kelp 
statewide, especially in the context of a historic new marine heat wave currently forming along 
the California coast and a predicted “Super El Niño” this year, OPC finds that, from a 
precautionary standpoint, protecting additional persistent kelp within the MPA Network is 
worth exploring at a limited scale. 

Of the actions proposed in the petition, OPC recommends that CFGC deny the proposed 
expansion of Natural Bridges SMR and deny the proposed designation of a new SMCA at 
Pleasure Point. Both of these areas are located in Santa Cruz, at the northern end of the 
Monterey Bay. As described above, empirical support for the hypothesized “trophic cascade” 
benefits of MPAs for kelp has not been found in central California. Additionally, the proposed 
new MPA at Pleasure Point would not meet minimum guidelines for MPA size or level of 
protection, making it unlikely to accomplish biodiversity conservation objectives. 

The remaining proposed actions are all focused on Southern California, where MPAs may 
promote improved kelp resilience by promoting trophic cascades. Of these actions, OPC 
recommends that CFGC deny the proposed expansion of Cabrillo SMR. Per the U.S. Navy, this 
proposed expansion has the potential to impact military readiness in the area. OPC 
recommends that CFGC deny the proposed expansions of South Point SMR and Gull Island 
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SMR; these proposed expansions would compromise the decades-long, deeply institutionalized 
state-federal partnership to co-manage the existing Channel Islands MPAs, which currently 
protect 20% of state waters around the Northern Channel Islands in no-take marine reserves. 
The proposed expansion of South Point SMR in particular would result in a misalignment with 
the boundaries of the neighboring Federal Marine Reserve. 

OPC recommends approval, with modifications, of the remaining two proposed actions in 
Southern California (expansion of Point Dume SMCA and Point Conception SMR). 

Point Dume SMCA. Located just offshore of Malibu in Los Angeles County, the existing Point 
Dume SMCA currently protects nearly 16 square miles of sandy beach, rocky shoreline, and kelp 
forest, as well as portions of a submarine canyon extending more than 2,000 feet deep. 
Petitioners propose expanding the existing Point Dume SMCA to the west by 4.6 square miles, 
approximately a 29% expansion, to protect a portion of a large, persistent kelp bed immediately 
adjacent to the SMCA. This expansion would increase the amount of kelp protected by the 
SMCA from 1.2 linear miles to 2.9 linear miles (SeaSketch California 2026, Fig. 3). OPC 
recommends that CFGC approve the proposed expansion of Point Dume SMCA. Petitioners 
have also proposed an adjustment to the take allowance at Point Dume SMCA to allow 
additional recreational take, including a new take allowance for recreational shore-based hook-
and-line fishing. OPC recommends that CFGC deny the proposed additional take allowance at 
Point Dume SMCA, as this would drop the SMCA’s Level of Protection from high to moderate-
low such that it would no longer serve as a replicate MPA for kelp, beach, rocky intertidal, and 
soft bottom habitats. 
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Figure 2. Point Dume SMCA and SMR, with petitioners’ proposed expansion of Point Dume SMCA shown. 

Point Conception SMR. Located at a major biogeographic transition zone, Point Conception SMR 
currently protects more than 22 square miles of rocky reefs, surfgrass beds, and kelp forests. 
Petitioners propose expanding the existing Point Conception SMR to the east by 14.6 square 
miles, which would include a very large patch of persistent kelp (Fig. 3). However, given the 
existing large size of this MPA, OPC finds that a smaller expansion, similar to the scale of 
expansion proposed for Point Dume SMCA, is more appropriate and would capture a significant 
portion of persistent kelp while maintaining some continued fishing access in this area. OPC 
recommends that CFGC expand Point Conception SMR by shifting the eastern boundary of the 
SMR from the current 120° 25.000' W longitude line eastward to the 120° 23.000' W longitude 
line (Fig. 3). This would expand the SMR by 7.65 square miles, approximately a 35% expansion, 
and increase the amount of kelp protected by the SMR from 2.27 linear miles to 4.44 linear 
miles (SeaSketch California 2026). 
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Figure 3. Point Conception SMR with petitioners’ proposed expansion (blue dotted line) and OPC’s 
recommended expansion (black dotted line) shown. OPC’s recommended expansion encompasses much of the 

persistent kelp immediately adjacent to Point Conception SMR.  
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Recommendations At-a-Glance 

Table 2. OPC’s recommendations on all MPA petitions currently under consideration by CFGC. 

Petition 
Number 

MPA(s) 
Affected 

Petitioner Proposed 
Action 

OPC Recommendation 

2023-14MPA Nine SMCAs 
statewide 
(existing) 

California Sea 
Urchin 
Commission 

Allow 
commercial 
take of sea 
urchin in 
various MPAs 

Deny 

2023-
15MPA_AM 

Footprint 
SMR, Gull 
Island SMR, 
and Santa 
Barbara 
Island SMR 
(existing) 

Blake Hermann Reclassify SMRs 
to SMCAs to 
allow limited 
take of highly 
migratory 
species and 
possession of 
coastal pelagic 
species, or the 
take of pelagic 
finfish 

Deny 

2023-16MPA Stewarts 
Point SMR 
and Bodega 
Head SMR 
(existing) 

Bodega Bay 
Fisherman's 
Marketing 
Association 

Reclassify SMRs 
to SMCAs to 
allow 
commercial 
take of salmon 
by trolling 

Deny 

2023-18MPA Vandenberg 
SMR, 
Kashtayit 
SMCA, and 
San Miguel 
and Anacapa 
Island 
Special 
Closures 
(existing) 

Ocean 
Conservancy 

Multiple 
actions to 
modify allowed 
uses at several 
Santa Barbara 
Channel MPAs 

Deny 
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Petition 
Number 

MPA(s) 
Affected 

Petitioner Proposed 
Action 

OPC Recommendation 

2023-19MPA Chitqawi 
SMCA (new) 

Santa Ynez 
Band of 
Chumash 
Indians 

Add a new MPA 
near Morro Bay 

Deny 

2023-
20MPA_AM 
1 (as 
amended at 
the April 14, 
2026 CFGC 
Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Point 
Buchon 
SMCA and 
Point 
Buchon SMR 
(existing) 

Santa Ynez 
Band of 
Chumash 
Indians 

Add a tribal 
take exemption 
at Point Buchon 
SMCA, rename 
Point Buchon 
SMCA, and 
adjust northern 
boundary of 
Point Buchon 
SMR 

Approve tribal take exemption and 
renaming; deny proposed boundary 
change 

2023-
21MPA_AM1 
(as amended 
at the April 
14, 2026 
CFGC Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Pyramid 
Point SMCA 
(existing) 

Tolowa Dee-ni’ 
Nation 

Remove 
recreational 
take of true 
smelt in 
Pyramid Point 
SMCA and 
adjust northern 
boundary of 
Pyramid Point 
SMCA 

Approve proposed removal of 
recreational take of true smelt; deny 
proposed boundary change 

2023-
23MPA_AM1 

Various 
MPAs in 
Monterey 
County 
(existing) 

Giant Giant 
Kelp 
Restoration 
Project 

Modify several 
regulations 
related to kelp 
restoration, 
including 
allowing urchin 
culling in 
Monterey 
MPAs; establish 
a new SMR at 
Tankers’ Reef 

Deny 
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Petition 
Number 

MPA(s) 
Affected 

Petitioner Proposed 
Action 

OPC Recommendation 

2023-
24MPA_AM1 

Laguna 
Beach No-
Take SMCA 
and Dana 
Point SMCA 
(existing) 

Laguna 
Bluebelt 
Coalition 

Extend the 
southern 
boundary of 
the Laguna 
Beach No-Take 
SMCA to the 
southern 
border of 
Laguna Beach 

Deny 

2023-
27MPA_AM1 
(as clarified 
at the May 6, 
2026 CFGC 
regional 
meeting) 

Anacapa 
Island SMCA 
(existing) 

Environmental 
Defense Center 

Modify 
regulations at 
Anacapa Island 
SMCA to 
protect 
sensitive 
eelgrass 
habitats (with 
several options 
proposed) 

Modify SMCA regulations to 
prohibit the deployment of lobster 
traps shallower than 50 feet 

2023-
28MPA_AM2 
(as amended 
at the April 
14, 2026 
CFGC Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Point Sal 
SMCA (new) 

Northern 
Chumash Tribal 
Council and 
Natural 
Resources 
Defense 
Council 

Add a new MPA 
near Point Sal 

Approve the proposed new Point Sal 
SMCA 

2023-
29MPA_AM2 
(as amended 
at the April 
14, 2026 
CFGC Tribal 
Committee 
meeting) 

Mishopshno 
SMCA (new) 

Santa Ynez 
Band of 
Chumash 
Indians and 
Natural 
Resources 
Defense 
Council 

Add a new MPA 
near 
Carpinteria 

Approve the proposed new 
Mishopshno SMCA 
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Petition 
Number 

MPA(s) 
Affected 

Petitioner Proposed 
Action 

OPC Recommendation 

2023-32MPA 
(as clarified 
at the April 
21, 2026 
CFGC 
regional 
meeting) 

Duxbury 
Reef SMCA 
(existing) 

Environmental 
Action 
Committee of 
West Marin 

Expand 
Duxbury Reef 
SMCA and 
modify 
regulations to 
strengthen 
protections for 
intertidal 
species 

Designate two new SMCAs to 
protect the northern and southern 
portions of Duxbury Reef, each with 
take regulations that protect 
intertidal seaweed and 
invertebrates while allowing for 
continuation of other existing shore- 
and boat-based fishing 

2023-
33MPA_AM1 

Various 
existing 
MPAs and 
one 
proposed 
new MPA 

Environment 
California and 
Azul 

Expand six 
existing MPAs 
statewide and 
add a new MPA 
in Santa Cruz 

Approve proposed expansion of 
Point Dume SMCA, but deny 
proposed additional take allowance 
in Point Dume SMCA. Approve a 
smaller expansion of Point 
Conception SMR. 
 
Deny proposed expansion of 
Natural Bridges SMR, Cabrillo SMR, 
South Point SMR, or Gull Island 
SMR. 
 
Deny proposed designation of a 
new SMCA at Pleasure Point.  

2023-34MPA Point 
Buchon 
SMCA, 
Farnsworth 
Onshore and 
Offshore 
SMCAs 
(existing) 

Environment 
California and 
Azul 

Reclassify Point 
Buchon SMCA 
to an SMR to 
prohibit take; 
Remove all take 
except for 
recreational 
spearfishing in 
Farnsworth 
Onshore and 
Offshore 
SMCAs 

Deny 
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Outlook

MPA’S

From Bill Luffee
Date Tue 08/11/2026 05:07 PM
To FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>

To who it may concern, I am a city council member from Morro Bay, Ca and I am writing in strong
opposition to the 3 proposed MPA’S Morro Bay Harbor, Point Buchon, and Point Sal. Within these areas
there already is enough protected areas and these will be determinate to the livelihood of the fisherman
and fisherwomen in these areas.  enough already

Bill Luffee

Sent from my iPhone

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Outlook

Tribal MPA’s

From Paavo Carroll
Date Wed 08/12/2026 09:38 AM
To FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>

Hello Commission,
     I am a commercial fisherman cutrently and for the last 12 years operating primarily out of
Morro Bay. I am writing because I cannot support any new MPA's, particularly so near the Rock
which for us is a bad weather fishing refuge, also a low expense fishing refuge, given its
proximity to the harbor. Truly that is a MPA only the Fish and Wildlife wardens could love. I can
see them now, lurking amongst the surfers with binoculars, harassing people for their tribal
papers.
     Anthony certain NGO's would have us believe that all MPA's are miraculously effective, for me
the science simply isn't there. Aside from some tropical ones in other parts of the world, in
some very degraded ecosystems, the benefits here in the US have yet to be meaningful to
commercial fishers. Most things the MPAs purport to make happen, could be made to happen
using existing fishing regulations.
        What I do support, however, wholeheartedly and without reservation, is the Tribal right to
fish however they would like, wherever they would like, not just in existing MPA's but all up and
down the coast, whether for cultural reasons, subsistence reasons or for profit. Nor am I one of
these strange folk who insists such fishing would have to take place with 1700's technology. I
would suggest taking a look, for example , at some of the First Nations fisheries in Canada. I
don't understand why the fight, if there is one, for this right has to be intertwined with MPA's. 
      Thank you.
      Paavo Carroll 
      F/V  Esther Louise
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President Sklar, Commissioners and Staff. The Sportfishing Association of California offers the 
following public comment 
 
2023-34MPA 

Reclassify Point Buchon SMCA to an SMR and Limit Allowable Uses at Farnsworth 
Onshore and Offshore SMCAs to Recreational Spearfishing  

Deny (in concurrence with the CDFW recommendation and rationale) 

Within their analysis the Department notes the extensive deliberations by the various 
stakeholders during the 2-year Southern Region MLPAI Regional Stakeholder Group 
process. The take allowances at the Farnsworth MPA cluster were carefully considered and 
vetted, resulting in the current configuration and take allowances.  

These take allowances provide important public access to mobile species which largely 
do not benefit from spatially based protections. At the same time the cluster provides spatially 
based protections for demersal, sessile and resident species including Stylaster hydrocoral, 
at scale.  

The Farnsworth Bank is very important to our Santa Monica Bay, Los Angeles, Long 
Beach, Newport Bay and Dana Point Harbor based partyboats’ access to target squid, bonito, 
yellowtail, white sea bass and other species. The regionally famous “Farnsworth mossback 
yellows” are fish of legend – difficult to land once hooked but a true prize and badge of honor 
if successful.  

The Department’s analysis of these proposed actions (2023-34MPA_2 & 2023-34_3) 
provide “...further reductions to the fishing grounds and restricting take to spearfishing only 
would impose socioeconomic costs without clear ecological benefit. From an MPA Network 
design perspective, the Farnsworth SMCAs fulfill their intended role as partial-take MPAs with 
a High LOP...”   

The Farnsworth is a site where avid anglers desire to fish big-game -- where the 
challenge is elevated but so is the potential reward.  

 

Thank You for your thoughtful consideration of the perspectives, concerns and 
recommendations of our members in the Los Angeles, Long Beach, Newport Bay and 
Dana Point areas and their clients. 
 







 

Point Buchon is part of a larger network of fishing grounds used by commercial and recreational 
fishermen operating along the Central Coast. Existing fishing access provides fishermen with 
operational flexibility as environmental conditions, target species, seasons, regulations, and 
economic conditions change. 

When that access is removed, the fishing effort does not necessarily disappear. 

Where will the displaced fishing effort go? 

That question was central to VCCFA’s earlier opposition and remains unanswered at the level we 
believe is necessary before existing fishing access is eliminated. Our April comment specifically 
identified increased competition, congestion, gear conflicts, operating costs, and localized 
pressure upon marine resources as foreseeable consequences requiring evaluation. 
Position_Letter_Deny_2023-34MPA… 

The Commission should consider not only what occurs inside Point Buchon after additional 
restrictions are imposed, but what happens outside the MPA when displaced fishermen move 
into surrounding open fishing grounds. 

Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore SMCAs 

VCCFA also opposes the proposed restrictions at Farnsworth Onshore and Farnsworth Offshore 
SMCAs. 

The proposal would eliminate existing take allowances other than recreational spearfishing. 
CDFW concludes that both Farnsworth SMCAs already provide a High Level of Protection and 
that further restricting fishing would impose socioeconomic costs without a clear ecological 
benefit. CDFW also concludes that the existing Farnsworth SMCAs fulfill their intended role as 
partial-take MPAs within the Network. 

VCCFA believes this is an especially important principle within California’s adaptive-management 
process. 

An SMCA is not deficient merely because some fishing remains allowed. Limited-take MPAs were 
deliberately incorporated into California’s MPA Network to balance conservation objectives with 
sustainable human use. Eliminating established take allowances should therefore require a 
demonstrated management or ecological need, not simply a preference for a more restrictive 
classification. 

The Farnsworth proposal would also create an inequitable result among fishing methods by 
retaining recreational spearfishing while eliminating other existing fishing opportunities. 

If the existing fisheries are to be eliminated, the Commission should have a clear ecological and 
fisheries-management basis demonstrating why those activities must be removed while another 
form of recreational take remains appropriate. 

CDFW’s evaluation does not identify a clear ecological benefit sufficient to justify those additional 
restrictions and instead recommends denial. 

Displacement Remains Unresolved 
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The Point Buchon and Farnsworth proposals also share the same broader deficiency: neither 
fishing effort nor its ecological footprint ends at an MPA boundary. 

When fishing territory is removed, displaced activity can move into other accessible areas. Those 
receiving grounds may already support substantial commercial and recreational activity. 

The relevant analysis therefore must ask: 

How much fishing effort will be displaced? 

Where will that effort go? 

How much fishing effort already exists in the receiving areas? 

What additional pressure will those areas experience? 

What are the ecological, economic, operational, and fisheries-management consequences of 
that redistribution? 

These questions are particularly important when multiple MPA petitions are simultaneously 
proposing additional restrictions throughout California. Each individual closure may appear 
limited when viewed alone, while the cumulative effect can progressively concentrate fishing 
activity into a shrinking amount of accessible fishing territory. 

The absence of adequate displacement analysis does not establish that those consequences will 
be insignificant. It means those consequences have not yet been adequately evaluated. 

VCCFA Position 

CDFW recommends denial of the proposed reclassification of Point Buchon SMCA and denial of 
the proposed additional restrictions at both Farnsworth SMCAs. VCCFA agrees that the record 
does not demonstrate sufficient justification for removing these existing fishing opportunities. 

For these reasons, VCCFA respectfully requests that the Commission deny Petition 
2023-34MPA in its entirety. 

The existing Point Buchon and Farnsworth SMCAs already provide substantial marine protection 
while retaining carefully defined fishing opportunities. Additional restrictions should not be 
imposed without a demonstrated ecological or management need and a sufficiently complete 
evaluation of the socioeconomic and spatial-displacement consequences. 

VCCFA incorporates and attaches its September 30, 2026 General Written Comment Regarding 
2023 Marine Protected Area Petitions. That comment further explains VCCFA’s concerns 
regarding socioeconomic analysis, spatial displacement of fishing effort, impacts upon remaining 
open fishing grounds, cumulative spatial pressures, working-waterfront economic consequences, 
and the need for a sufficiently complete record before additional fishing access is removed. 
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VCCFA therefore has an interest in the evaluation of all 15 petitions, particularly those that would 
expand MPAs or otherwise reduce fishing access. Our participation is based not only upon the 
direct effects of petitions within or near our region, but also upon the potential statewide 
consequences of displaced fishing effort, reduced fishing territory, cumulative restrictions upon 
access, and the resulting effects upon California’s commercial fishing communities and working 
waterfronts. 

A Threshold Concern Before Final Decisions Are Made 

VCCFA believes it is important to clearly identify, before final decisions are made, what we 
consider to be a significant deficiency in the information available for evaluating certain petitions 
that would expand MPAs and reduce fishing access. 

Our concern is not that socioeconomic information is entirely absent from the record. Petitioners, 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), the Ocean Protection Council (OPC), 
stakeholders, fishermen, and members of the public have provided varying amounts of 
socioeconomic, fisheries, and landings information. 

The more fundamental question is whether the record for a particular petition provides a 
sufficiently complete analysis of the reasonably foreseeable consequences of removing fishing 
access. 

Identifying that fishermen may lose access to a productive fishing ground answers only the first 
part of that question. 

For purposes of evaluating an MPA expansion, VCCFA believes meaningful socioeconomic and 
spatial-displacement analysis should examine, to the extent reasonably ascertainable: 

●​ commercial fishing activity occurring within the proposed closure; 
●​ fishing effort and landings associated with that area; 
●​ the amount of fishing effort reasonably expected to be displaced; 
●​ where that displaced effort is reasonably expected to relocate; 
●​ fishing effort and landings already occurring within likely receiving areas; 
●​ the additional fishing pressure those receiving areas may experience; and 
●​ the potential ecological, economic, productivity, and sustainability consequences of 

concentrating additional fishing effort within the remaining open grounds. 

The absence of adequate analysis of these questions does not mean those consequences do not 
exist. It means those consequences have not yet been adequately evaluated. 

VCCFA therefore strongly urges the Commission not to approve a petition expanding an MPA or 
otherwise reducing fishing access where the complete record does not provide sufficiently 
meaningful socioeconomic and spatial-displacement analysis. Such petitions should be denied or 
deferred until the reasonably foreseeable consequences have been adequately evaluated and 
incorporated into the record. 
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California’s Own Adaptive-Management Framework Recognizes These 
Concerns 

VCCFA’s concern regarding displacement of fishing effort is not a new concept being introduced 
at the end of this process. 

California’s MPA management framework has long recognized the importance of ecological and 
socioeconomic information, human-use patterns, and fishing activity. The Decadal Management 
Review incorporated both ecological and socioeconomic information and identified continuing 
knowledge gaps relevant to adaptive management. 

Importantly, California’s regional MPA planning history also recognized the consequences of 
shifting fishing effort. Regional design considerations included the objective of preventing 
fishing-effort shifts that could result in serial depletion. Similar consideration of fishing-effort shifts 
appears across California’s regional MPA planning history. 

The current 2023 MPA petitions arose from the adaptive-management process following the first 
Decadal Management Review. VCCFA therefore believes it is appropriate to evaluate proposed 
MPA modifications using the broader perspective contemplated by that adaptive-management 
framework: not simply what may happen within a newly protected area, but what reasonably 
foreseeable consequences may occur outside its boundaries. 

The Petition Process Did Not Require a Complete Displacement Analysis 

The application process itself helps explain why important information may now be missing. 

The 2023 MPA petitioners used the Commission’s FGC-1 Petition for Regulation Change. The 
required portion of that form did not expressly require the detailed socioeconomic and 
spatial-displacement analysis described above. Economic or fiscal impacts appeared within the 
form’s optional-information section. 

Additional MPA-specific considerations were made available to prospective petitioners, but 
petitioners were encouraged rather than required to address that supplemental information. 

Consequently, the petition process did not expressly require an applicant seeking to remove 
fishing access to answer fundamental questions such as: How much fishing activity currently 
occurs within the proposed closure? How much is reasonably expected to be displaced? Where 
is that effort likely to go? How much fishing activity already occurs there? What additional 
pressure could those receiving grounds experience? What are the reasonably foreseeable 
economic and ecological consequences? 

CDFW subsequently conducted substantially more detailed technical evaluations of the petitions, 
and OPC separately provided analysis and recommendations. VCCFA recognizes the additional 
information those efforts have contributed to the record. 

However, the existence of socioeconomic information does not by itself establish that the 
complete spatial-displacement question has been answered. 

The Commission, as the ultimate regulatory decision-maker, should determine whether the 
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complete record for each petition provides sufficient information to answer those questions 
before approving additional restrictions. 

The Evidentiary Burden Should Begin With the Petitioner 

VCCFA does not believe the principal burden of filling these information gaps should fall upon 
affected fishermen, fishing organizations, CDFW, OPC, Commission staff, or taxpayers after a 
petition has already advanced toward regulatory action. 

The party requesting a regulatory change that would remove fishing access should bear the 
principal burden of providing sufficient information to evaluate the reasonably foreseeable 
consequences of that change. 

CDFW and OPC have important analytical and advisory roles, and the Commission remains 
responsible for evaluating the complete record and making the ultimate regulatory determination. 
But a petitioner requesting additional restrictions should provide sufficient information for the 
Commission and affected public to understand the likely consequences of the proposal. 

If the petition requirements did not require information necessary for that evaluation, the resulting 
information gap should not be interpreted as evidence that the consequences are insignificant or 
nonexistent. It is a limitation of the information-development process that should be corrected 
before final regulatory action is taken. 

Once a significant deficiency in the information necessary to evaluate a proposed regulatory 
change has been identified, completing the process should not take precedence over correcting 
that deficiency. 

Where material information remains incomplete, the appropriate response is to obtain the 
missing information. The time reasonably necessary to develop an adequate record should take 
precedence over completing the present adaptive-management cycle according to a 
predetermined timetable. 

Displacement Can Affect Remaining Open Fishing Grounds 

MPA boundaries do not operate in isolation. 

When fishing access is removed from productive fishing grounds, the fishing activity that 
previously occurred there does not necessarily disappear. Some portion of that effort may instead 
be displaced into other open fishing grounds, including areas already supporting existing 
commercial and recreational fishing activity. This redistribution can occur wherever affected 
fishermen are reasonably able to continue operating, and its consequences therefore may 
extend well beyond the boundaries of the proposed closure. 

The ecological footprint of an MPA decision therefore cannot always be measured solely by the 
boundaries drawn on the map. 

 

The point is not to predict with certainty where every fisherman will go. That is precisely why 
meaningful displacement analysis is necessary. 
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The central questions are: 

Where will the displaced fishing effort go, how much additional pressure will receiving areas 
experience, and what are the ecological, economic, and operational consequences of that 
redistribution? 

If productive fishing grounds are removed from access while fishing activity continues, some 
portion of that effort may become concentrated within a smaller amount of available fishing 
territory. The Commission should have sufficient information to evaluate how fishing activity and 
landings may shift, the additional pressure likely receiving grounds may experience, and the 
potential consequences for the productivity and sustainability of those remaining open areas. 

Regulatory Displacement Can Create Secondary Management Consequences 

The consequences of displacement may extend beyond the immediate effects upon fishermen. 

Concentrating fishing effort into remaining areas may increase pressure upon those areas. If 
conditions subsequently change, future managers examining those fishing grounds should have 
a record that allows them to understand the regulatory decisions that may have contributed to 
changes in the geographic distribution of fishing activity. 

Without that information, there is a risk of a regulatory cycle in which fishing grounds are closed, 
fishing effort shifts into remaining grounds, pressure becomes more concentrated within those 
grounds, and resulting conditions may later contribute to calls for additional restrictions. 

VCCFA believes that possibility should be considered before approving additional closures—not 
years afterward. 

Documenting reasonably foreseeable displacement before a regulatory decision is therefore 
important not only to today’s fishermen, but also to future adaptive management. Managers 
examining conditions 10 or 20 years from now should be able to understand not only what areas 
were closed, but where displaced fishing activity was reasonably expected to go. 

Economic Consequences Extend Throughout Working Waterfronts 

The same distinction applies to economic impacts. 

Identifying that a proposed closure may affect commercial fishermen does not, by itself, provide a 
meaningful assessment of the economic consequences to fishing communities. 
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Commercial fishing operates as an interconnected economic system. Vessel landings support 
vessel owners and crews, fish receivers and processors, dock and harbor operations, fuel and 
marine-service businesses, ice and gear suppliers, vessel maintenance and repair, transportation, 
seafood markets, restaurants, and employees whose livelihoods depend in varying degrees upon 
continued fishing activity. 

A substantial reduction or redistribution of landings can therefore produce consequences 
extending beyond the vessels directly affected by a proposed closure. 

California fisheries-management guidance recognizes the importance of considering direct 
effects upon fishermen together with broader effects upon employment, businesses, and fishing 
communities. 

This is particularly important to working waterfronts such as Ventura Harbor. According to the 
Ventura Port District, between 2009 and 2023 Ventura Harbor averaged approximately 23 
percent of California market-squid offloading, and nearly $200 million in market squid was 
offloaded at Ventura Harbor during that period. 

That production does not exist in an economic vacuum. 

Meaningful economic analysis of a proposed closure affecting commercially productive fishing 
grounds should examine, where reasonably ascertainable, the production associated with those 
grounds; the vessels, fisheries, and ports dependent upon that production; potential changes or 
redistribution in landings and ex-vessel value; effects upon vessel owners and crews; effects 
upon receivers, processors, and employment; and reasonably foreseeable downstream effects 
upon supporting businesses and working-waterfront communities. 

It should also consider an important question connecting economic consequences directly to 
spatial displacement: 

Can displaced fishing activity reasonably maintain comparable production from the remaining 
accessible fishing grounds, and what are the economic and ecological consequences if it 
cannot? 

Commercial fishermen produce food. Decisions reducing access to productive fishing grounds 
therefore implicate more than fishing opportunity. They can affect domestic seafood production, 
working-waterfront economies, and the availability of locally landed wild-caught seafood. 

Cumulative Spatial Pressures Should Also Be Considered 

Commercial fishermen operate within an ocean increasingly subject to competing spatial 
demands and restrictions, including aquaculture development, energy infrastructure and 
development, MPAs, and other ocean uses and management measures. 

Each individual action may occupy only one portion of the ocean. The cumulative consequence 
to fishermen, however, can be substantially greater than the effect of any single action 
considered independently. 
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For that reason, evaluating an individual MPA expansion solely by the percentage of California 
waters remaining technically open to fishing can provide an incomplete picture. Not every acre of 
open ocean represents equivalent fishing opportunity, productivity, accessibility, habitat, 
seasonality, or economic value. 

The more meaningful question is what productive fishing capacity may be affected and whether 
remaining accessible fishing grounds can reasonably accommodate displaced activity while 
continuing to support the fishermen, fisheries, and working waterfronts dependent upon that 
production. 

Tribal Engagement, Process Design, and MPA Boundary Decisions 

VCCFA recognizes the importance of meaningful engagement with California Native American 
Tribes and Tribal communities. Tribal knowledge, history, stewardship, and contemporary use are 
legitimate components of ocean management, and VCCFA supports constructive collaboration 
and appropriate co-management or cooperative-management frameworks. 

Our concern is not Tribal participation itself, but rather ensuring that proposed MPA 
modifications—regardless of the identity of the petitioner—are evaluated using consistent, 
transparent, and sufficiently rigorous ecological, socioeconomic, and spatial-displacement 
standards. 

The Decadal Management Review recognizes the importance of increased Tribal engagement, 
Indigenous knowledge, and meaningful opportunities for collaboration. VCCFA supports those 
objectives. 

Regardless of who submits a petition, VCCFA believes the reasonably foreseeable consequences 
of the proposed regulatory change should be evaluated using a sufficiently complete record. 

Learning From the First Major MPA Modification Process 

This process provides California with an opportunity not only to decide the petitions presently 
before the Commission, but also to improve MPA adaptive-management processes going 
forward. 
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    1621 W. 25th Street, #191, San Pedro,CA 90732 * www.Californiawetfish.org * (907) 317-9127 

 
September 27, 2026 
 
Mr. Eric Sklar, President 
California Fish and Game Commission 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Re: Bin 2 Marine Protected Area Petitions  
 
Dear President Sklar and Honorable Commissioners: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Commission’s consideration of Bin 2 Marine Protected Area 
(MPA) petitions.  The California Wetfish Producers Association (CWPA) continues to strongly support the 
recommendations of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (the Department). We believe that the 
Department’s review rightfully distinguished petitions based on their potential to strengthen the State’s 
existing MPA network and achieve the goals set out in the design of that network. Further, only the 
Department’s evaluation considered the social and economic impacts of granting petitions and their potential 
to disrupt the balance achieved in the development of the State’s existing MPA network. 
 
CWPA is a trade group representing harvesters and processors in the California coastal pelagic fisheries (CPS), 
including market squid, sardine, anchovy, and mackerels. The market squid fishery is the State’s largest 
commercial fishery by volume and often by value. It is certified sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council 
and rated as green “Best Choice” by Monterey Aquarium’s Seafood Watch ratings program. It is by far the 
most important fishery for our members, typically representing over three-fourths of our catch and revenues. 
Our members and their operations are a critical part of California’s fishing economy, playing an important role 
in coastal communities such as Monterey, Moss Landing, Ventura, and San Pedro/Terminal Island, where we 
support both fishing infrastructure and regional economies. 
 
California’s existing MPAs are a network of areas receiving protected status to promote diversity and 
abundance of marine life and protect biodiversity and habitats. An inclusive, comprehensive, and thorough 
process developed the existing network of areas. That work established important balances in protections 
and permitted uses to ensure the greatest benefits are derived from the network. The Department’s 
recommendations reflect the importance of the network balancing of these various interests and the need for 
changes to be evaluated as part of the network, as a whole (rather than as piecemeal modifications); 
therefore, we support the Department’s recommendations.  
 
The following comments on specific petitions are in order of your consideration and reflect their specific 
importance to our fleet and members.  
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Petition 2023-33_AM1 – expand 6 MPAs and add a new MPA 
 
These petitions in general will displace our fleet from important squid harvesting areas based on a speculative 
benefit to kelp resilience that might arise from the MPA expansion. To justify the expansion, the petition 
includes rocky bottom areas where kelp has demonstrated resilience without protection; however, the 
proposed areas extend to expansive soft bottom areas that cannot support kelp growth. The petitions (and 
petitioners through their outreach) have disregarded the importance of these soft bottom areas to our fleet, 
as well as our gear’s compatibility with a high level-of-protection.  Specifically, our gear cannot be fished in 
hard bottom areas capable of supporting kelp. Displacing our fleet from these soft bottom areas will impose 
additional operational (i.e., time and fuel) costs, as we are compelled to fish less productive and/or more 
distant areas. These costs will be imposed at a challenging time, as fuel costs have increased substantially in 
recent months.  
 
- 5 Point Conception 

 
The area at Point Conception has long supported our fleet and is particularly important at times when other 
areas are difficult to fish due to inclement weather. The existing MPA is the result of the initial network 
development stakeholder process and reflects a thoroughly considered decision balancing interests to 
achieve all of the network goals. The Department recommendation to deny the petition reflects the strength 
and prescience of that decision. 
 
While the Ocean Protection Council (OPC) recommendations suggest a smaller extension of the MPA as a 
compromise it fails to consider several important factors. The current MPA was reached to balance a variety 
of interests (ecological and socioeconomic) as part of the initial rigorous scientific, stakeholder planning 
process. It is structured to achieve ecological goals while minimizing socioeconomic impacts. Approving the 
petition (even with the OPC’s suggested compromise) will upset that balance by closing areas important to 
our fleet.  
 
Further, the scientific basis for the extension relied on by the OPC is admittedly highly precautionary and 
somewhat speculative. It is predicated on two premises: that climate change would deplete the kelp in the 
area (which has to date shown resilience) and that the MPA would be sufficient to overcome that depletion. 
The Department evaluation questions the basis for the petition, particularly the use of an MPA as the best 
strategy to support kelp persistence.  
 
Also, the OPC recommendation, by its own terms, did not take a comprehensive view of the petition by failing 
to consider socioeconomic impacts. By ignoring those impacts, it cannot ideally balance the interests at stake. 
The compromise does not consider whether the extension of the MPA into areas incapable of supporting kelp 
(i.e., the soft bottom areas where our fleet fishes) would best serve the intended kelp resiliency purpose. Nor 
did it consider whether a different compromise (excluding those areas) might reduce the socioeconomic 
impacts. With our fleet’s inability to fish areas suitable for kelp, it is likely that acting on the OPC 
recommendation would not ideally define the MPA, exacting a greater cost than needed, while possibly not 
achieving the greatest potential benefit.  
 
As the Department’s evaluation points out, the petition not only expands boundaries “without clear scientific 
justification” needed to “advance Goals 1,2, or 4” but also “introduces new conflicts with Goals 3, 5, and 6 by 
discounting prior planning decisions, imposing socioeconomic impacts, and relying on inconclusive evidence” 
for its stated benefit. We ask that you deny this petition (including the OPC proposed compromise). 
 
- 1 Cabrillo, 3 South Point, 4 Gull Island, 6 Natural Bridges, and 7 Pleasure Point 

 
These proposed expansions all include high value squid harvest areas of significant importance to our fleet. 
Their current design reflects careful consideration of those impacts during the initial development of the MPA 
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network. The expansions proposed in the petition (particularly the expansion at Gull Island) would negatively 
impact our fleet, upsetting the balance achieved in the current network. We support the recommendations of 
the Department and the OPC to deny these petitions.  
 
Petition 2023-34MPA_2 and _3 Farnsworth Onshore and Offshore 
 
The proposed change in permitted uses in the Farnsworth area would eliminate squid fishing in a highly 
productive area and would be very harmful to the fleet. The existing regulations recognize our gear’s 
compatibility with a high level-of-protection and were developed as part of the network to appropriately 
balance the ecological protections of MPAs with socioeconomic impacts. The Department evaluation 
suggests the petition’s rationale – a need to address enforcement issues arising from regulatory confusion – is 
misguided and that any compliance issues can be addressed by non-regulatory measures. Most importantly, 
that evaluation also states that the proposed change is unnecessary to achieve the ultimate goal of protecting 
hard bottom structure, as long term monitoring indicates no decline. The proposed regulation change would 
severely disrupt that balance achieved in the networks original development to the great detriment of our 
fleet. We strongly support the recommendations of the Department and the OPC to deny these petitions.  
 
Additional petitions 
 
Other petitions that limit fishery access will also affect our fleet