State of California
Natural Resources Agency
Department of Fish and Wildlife
Wildlife Branch



May 2026 Meeting Notes for the
Multi-Agency Monarch and Pollinator Collaborative

















Wildlife Diversity Program, 2026-09
Monarch and Pollinator MOG 
5/26/26
Attendees: Daniel Applebee (CDFW), Jesse Bahm (NRCS), Patricia Bohls (CDFA), Rebecca Fris (WCB), Colleen Grant (USFWS), Kevi Mace (CDFA), Rachel Pausch (CCC), Hayley Pechner (WCB), Hillary Sardinas (CDFW), Dena Spatz (State Parks), Wayne Thogmartin (USGS), Julea Shaw (CDFW), Jill Townsend (CDPR)

Approve past meeting minutes
Feb 2026 meeting minutes unanimously approved
Will be added to CDFW document library then posted to the Collaborative’s webpage

Announcements
The June 30 x 30 CNRA Newsletter will be Pollinator-Themed: Please send any articles or ideas to Dena Spatz
Bills currently before the legislature
AB 2254- Would protect monarch overwintering sites in coastal zone by requiring city governments to create ordinances to protect them. If passed, CDFW and CCC directed to help develop guidance – will lean on MOG and TAC for expertise and feedback. 
SB1214 – Monarch as state butterfly
AB 2410 – Wildfire fuels and protection: making government EO to suspense CEQA in coastal act for fuel management projects. Bill History - AB-2410 Wildfire safety: fuels reduction projects: California Environmental Quality …

Report Updates
Media
· New report outlines next steps for protecting monarch butterflies (picked up by California Report on 5/11 and played on NPR affiliates around CA)
· KMUD- Redwood Community Radio Archive.
· Sacramento Fox news https://fox40.com/video/inside-efforts-to-save-californias-monarch-butterflies/11811544/
· Featured in CNRA Buzz Newsletter
· CDFW and Caltrans press releases
Social Media
· CDFW did 2 posts: One on report and one of Sacramento Fox News piece
· CDFA Posted
· WCB Shared in Stories
· NRCS has not done yet, but can.
Print Copies Available
· Going to print nicer copies to go to MOG members, CNRA, Governor’s Office
· Please send the address(es) where you want copies sent to Hillary asap
Potential to print stickers this fall if of interest (there was interest so CDFW will look into it)

Next steps for TAC
· Idea to develop a social media account for the Collaborative (with a rotating calendar to highlight different agencies each month)
· May be challenging due to various agency approvals
· Some agencies already do a lot in this space (e.g., CDFA)
· Would be helpful to have a calendar or reminders of the various pollinator-related days or events (e.g., World Bee Day, Western Monarch Day, Pollinator Week, CA Biodiversity Week)
· Decision: we will start with reminders for our own social media updates around pollinators
· Pollinator Summit (possibly at CNRA)
· More broad than monarchs 
· Would be best if very focused to get the most out of it
· Could do test run at workshop for wildlife society, which will be held in Sacramento in Feb 2027
· No budget – can’t bring in food 
· Should talk to CNRA quickly to see if they are interested 
· May be challenging with timeline: Current administration is winding down.
· Could participate in existing event, if possible
· Action: CDFW will reach out to CNRA to gauge interest
· Priorities:
· Habitat definition (completed in WAFWA plan; needs on the ground testing)
· USGS work to analyze IMMP data in the west and look into updating protocol to be able to capture info that meets the habitat definition parameters- might be ready within a year
· Pursue funding to do more monitoring using the new framework?
· Caution that IMMP wasn’t as robust for restoration sites but there were adjustments that could be made if needed
· Demographic model (needs funding for a post dog)
· Wayne noted that radio tagging may be able to answer some of the questions needed for the model, including the numbers from Mexico that come to CA
· Two new tagging working groups in CA: monarchs and bumble bees. They are focused on making sure that people interested in the new technology are working together and focused on answering the most important questions. Facilitated by Hillary.
· USGS Powell Center is hosting (in partnership with USFWS and Xerces) a tagging workshop next week (June 1-4) to focus on identifying the key research questions tagging can answer as well as how to structure a study to appropriate answer said question
· Plant materials (e.g., forward contracting, seed availability)
· Tracking implementation (e.g., developing a tool to track)
· Centralized resources- already available on our website, but need to keep updated
· Others 
· Adapting to wildfire 
· Fuels factsheet (goal to be a Collaborative branded product)- still being reviewed by CalFire. CDFW’s graphic designer will format it. 
· Pesticides 
· CDPR funding to CDFW for testing pesticide drift in natural areas- pilot this year and full study next year. Similar to the study in northern Sacramento Valley funded by USFWS a few years ago, but with a Southern San Joaquin Valley focus.
· Xerces/USGS looking into developing a study to test drift in overwintering sites
· Bumble bee exposure in urban areas study also being funded by CDPR’ ecosystem monitoring program: Melanie G. Kimball - Help Collect Data. 
· Tribes
· CDFW has a new tribal liaison in Wildlife Branch
· Discussion from MOG members- would be helpful to hear from TAC about how they want to prioritize working on these topics
· Next Step: TAC will write up a workplan

Next meeting
August 25, 9-10:30 am


