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Upper and Lower Angora Lakes are located in the Lake Tahoe Basin near South Lake 
Tahoe, El Dorado County, California (Figure 1). The two natural lakes are situated at 
approximately 2,270 m (7,450 ft) 
elevation within mixed conifer forest on 
the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada. 
Upper Angora Lake has a surface area 
of 5.7 ha (14.1 acres) and an estimated 
maximum depth of 6.2 m. While Lower 
Angora Lake has a surface area of 3.4 
ha (8.4 ac) and a maximum depth of 
6.4 m. Together, the lakes support a 
popular recreation destination for 
hikers and families. Access is limited 
to a one mile hiking trail from the 
Angora Lakes trailhead. Motorized 
access is not available to the public. 
Angora Lakes Resort owns and  Figure 1. Map of the location of Angora Lakes (Red 

Circle) in relation to South Lake Tahoe and Meyers 
(Apple Maps; retrieved 7.17.26). 



 
operates private cabins along the lakeshore and provides seasonal boat rentals and food 
service to visitors (Figure 2). 

 CDFW first stocked Brook Trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) in the Angora Lakes basin in 
1931 to establish a recreational fishery. In a landmark 1935 experiment, marked Eastern 
Brook Trout were planted in Upper Angora Lake to study the survival of hatchery-raised 
trout populations (Needham 1941). CDFW stocked Brook Trout periodically in both Upper 
and Lower Angora Lakes for several decades, with documented stockings continuing 
through 2009 in Lower Angora Lake (Table 1). More recently, CDFW has stocked Lahontan 
Cutthroat Trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii henshawi; LCT) in Upper and Lower Angora Lakes to 
support native trout restoration and recreational angling opportunities (Table 1). 

To help determine if Angora Lakes remains suitable to manage as a fishery stocked 
with hatchery LCT, Lantz Virgen, a CDFW Scientific Aide, conducted visual encounter 
surveys (VES) of the Angora Lakes for special status herpetofauna, adult LCT, and other 
fishes. CDFW uses this information to determine if planting Angora Lakes with fingerling 
LCT would result in deleterious impacts to other species; specifically, the Sierra Nevada 
Yellow-legged Frog (Rana sierrae). Lantz surveyed Lower Angora Lake, the unnamed pond 
(LakeID 14209), and its tributaries on June 16, 2026. While he surveyed Upper Angora Lake 
on July 2, 2026 (Figures 2,3, & 4). 

Lantz began the June 16, 2026, survey at 10:33 AM and continued until 13:03 PM 
with a total survey duration of 150 minutes. He navigated the lakes shoreline and  

Figure 2:  Overview satellite image and topographic map of the Angora Lakes basin. Included in the 
overview are Upper Angora Lake, Lower Angora Lake, and an unnamed pond (LakeID 14209) (Google 
Earth; retrieved 7-3-2026). 



Table 1. CDFW stocking history for Upper and Lower Angora Lakes, 
El Dorado County, 2000–2025. 

Waterbody Year Species Number of 
Fish Planted 

Size 

Upper Angora Lake 2025 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2024 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2013 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2008 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2007 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2006 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2005 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2004 LCT 4,500 Fingerling 

 2000 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

Lower Angora Lake 2025 LCT 5,000 Fingerling 

 2024 LCT 5,000 Fingerling 

 2021 LCT 5,000 Fingerling 

 2013 LCT 5,000 Fingerling 

 2009 LCT 4,800 Fingerling 

 2009 BK 5,000 Fingerling 

 2006 BK 3,000 Fingerling 

 2005 BK 2,520 Fingerling 

 2003 LCT 4,000 Fingerling 

 2003 BK 3,000 Fingerling 

 2000 BK 3,000 Fingerling 

LCT = Lahontan Cutthroat Trout; BK = Brook Trout. 

  



 
tributaries looking for diurnal 
amphibians and reptiles. The air 
temperature was 27° Celsius and water 
temperature was 21° Celsius at 12:23 
PM under clear skies. Water conditions 
were clear with little to no surface 
disturbance. Lantz did not observe any 
amphibians or reptiles during the 
survey. However, he observed hundreds 
of Speckled Dace (Rhinichthys osculus) 
and Lahontan Redside Shiners 
(Richardsonius egregious) in near shore 
and tributary habitats. 

On July 2, 2026, Lantz surveyed 
Upper Angora Lake and its outlet from 
12:02 PM to 13:12 PM with a total 
survey duration of 70 minutes. The air 
temperature was 20° Celsius at 12:23 
under clear skies. Water conditions 
were clear with little to no surface 
disturbance. Water temperature was 
18.9° Celsius at 12:24 PM. He did not 
observe any amphibians or reptiles 
during the survey. Similarly to Lower 
Angora Lake, he observed schooling 

Figure 2:  Overview photograph of Lower Angora Lake facing south (CDFW, June 6, 2018). 

Figure 4:  Overview photograph of Upper Angora Lake, 
facing north (CDFW, June 6, 2018). 

Figure 3:  Overview photograph of unnamed pond 
(Lake ID 14209), facing north (CDFW, June 6, 2018). 



Lahontan Redside Shiners near shore throughout the survey.  

 Consistent with the findings and management recommendations of prior year 
Angora Lakes survey memorandums (Lockhart 2019; Lockhart 2018), the absence of 
special-status species and the abundant minnow forage continue to support management 
of the Angora Lakes as put-and-grow Lahontan Cutthroat Trout fisheries. Recent stocking 
efforts have continued this management strategy, with fingerling Lahontan Cutthroat Trout 
expected to utilize the available forage base and develop into desirable sport fish for 
recreational anglers and visitors to Angora Lakes Resort. Therefore, the Angora Lakes 
remain suitable for continued planting of fingerling Lahontan Cutthroat Trout. 
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