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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY 

Abundant or common throughout California in virtually all habitats. Most ubiquitous and
abundant mammal in California and North America.

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS 

Feeding: Consumes a wide variety of food items, including seeds, fruits, leaves, fungi,
insects (especially larval and pupal stages), and other animal material. Forages mainly on
ground, occasionally climbs shrubs. Large caches may be stored for winter use. Probably
prefers insects in spring and fall, but switches to grains as insects become scarce (Jameson
1952). 

Cover: Cover is provided by brush piles, litter, logs, rocks, vegetative ground cover.

Reproduction: Nests are constructed in almost any form of confined cover, in rock piles,
beneath logs, in slash or forest litter, and in abandoned burrows. Nests are lined with a
variety of materials such as grasses, mosses, root fibers, hair (Maser et al. 1981). 

Water: Probably searches out free water sources; also obtains water from food and dew.

Pattern: No specific pattern required. Most abundant in early seral stages of
forest/woodland habitats (open and moderate canopy) and in moderate to dense canopy of
shrub habitats. 

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY 

Activity Patterns: Nocturnal. Active above ground year-round.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: None. 

Home Range: Home range averaged 0.1-0.2 ha (0.25-.50 acres) (Storer et al. 1944).
Densities of up to 10-25/ha (4-10/ac) have been reported (Verner and Boss 1980). 

Territory: Females may defend a territory during breeding season (King 1968).

Reproduction: Breeds year-round, probably peak ing from March to August . Reproductive 
cycle varies geographically and annually according to climatic conditions, habitats, and
elevation (Jameson 1953). Solitary nesters. Gestation period 22-25 days (Layne 1968).
Litter size averages 3.5 young (range 1-9) (Sheppe 1963). Two to 4 litters per yr. Young
raised by mother and weaned at 22-37 days (Svihla 1932). Sexual maturity usually obtained
at about 50 days (Clark 1938). 



Niche: The deer mouse is a small-bodied omnivore. Its wide-spread distribution makes it 
sympatric with most mammals in the state. Competes with Peromyscus truei, P. californicus, 
and P. boylii in chaparral habitats, and with P. californicus and P. boylii in riparian woodland 
habitats. Least arboreal of the North American Peromyscus. Important prey for many 
predators, which include raptorial birds, snakes, omnivorous mammals, and grasshopper 
mice. The deer mouse may play an important role by feeding on larvae and pupae of insects 
detrimental to trees. Conversely, if predators are eliminated, may become a serious pest. 
Deer mice have been blamed for depredation on seeds during the reforestation of 
commercially important Douglas-fir (Hooven 1958). 

Comments: Reported to be equally common in grazed and ungrazed sagebrush habitat, 
but significantly more common in ungrazed versus grazed grassland (Reynolds 1980). 
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