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ABSTRACT

California Nature Conservancy’s Vina Plains Preserve, in southern
Tehama County, was used to develop an ecosystem approach to the study of
vernal pools. Spring-aquatic observations (starting in March 1995) of select
macroinvertebrates, were combined with summer-dry pool observations
(extending through August 1995) of select plants from the same vernal pools.
Rainfall, temperatures and pool conditions were recorded for this area.

A standard aquatic invertebrate collection technique was developed to
determine a density index for macroinvertebrates, including the two special
status species (Lepidurus packardi or vernal pool tadpole shrimp and
Branchinecta conservatio or the Conservancy fairy shrimp). The Lepidurus
packardi density index that included juveniles and adults ranged from 20 to
85 individuals per m® of pool floor. Collections that had adults only displayed
an index of 10 individuals per m® Different life history patterns observed in
different pools are illustrated by the number of generations (one or two), time
of total adult mortality (April to June) and the maximum first generation
carapace size (24 to 39 mm). The Branchinecta conservatio density index
ranged from 3 to 99 individuals per m® of water sampled. Four pools had
high densities and three had low densities. The synchronized development
combined with a decrease in population density of this anostracan indicates
that the most important cyst production occurs as adults first reach maturity.

Spring plant communities surveyed on single transects in 18 pools
contained a total of 47 species (including the rare Gratiola heterosepala or
Boggs Lake hedge-hyssop in one pool). Frequency determined for 47 species,
and density for 20 species, documented differences among all pools. A series
of summer transects was used in nine of these pools to determine frequency
of the green and/or reproducing plants that were part of the dry pool
communities. Four of these (the special status species Chamaesyce hooveri,
or Hoover’s spurge; Orcuttia pilosa, or hairy Orcutt grass; O. fenuis, or slender
Orcutt grass; and Tuctoria greenei or Greene's tuctoria also had density
determined with stratified/random sampling. This information was used to
estimate total pool population size and produce detailed maps of each pool
(for comparison in later years). The unique nature of each pool is illustrated
by the number of rare species per pool, species densities, species patterns in
pool basins, and total population sizes. Chamaesyce, in four pool
populations, had variable frequencies (0.006 to 0.141) and variable densities
(0.1 to 6 plants per m*). The Chamaesyce patterns in different pools varied
with individuals either predommantly in one part, scattered or present in a
ring. Orcuttia pilosa was found in the same pools with Chamaesyce, and had
a density of 45 to 474 plants per m?, and was usually found throughout each
pool. Orcutti tenuis was found in the southern half of a different pool.
Tuctoria was found in restricted locations in five pools, with a density of 7 to
133 plants per m*. Total pool populations ranged from 1,320 (T. greenei) to ~ 4
million (O. pilosa).



Density and pattern differences in vernal pool macroinvertebrates and
plants mandate long-term monitoring. Although the macroinvertebrate and
plant communities make each pool distinct, we consider these seasonally
displaced species to be components of a single ecosystem.

Eight key ecological ideas about vernal pools (especially at Vina Plains)
were developed using the single ecosystem premise. 1. Vernal pools are
hydrologically independent ecosystems in landscapes that include a variety of
pool types. 2. Initiation, intensity and duration of wet and dry seasons in
pools can not be predicted from year to year. 3. Both animals and plants
display specialized and synchronized pool populations that start growth from
resistant cysts and seeds at select times throughout the entire year. 4. Tool
populations vary in density, and their resistant propagules potentially result

in overlapping generations. 5. Vernal pool populations are part of

metapopulations displaced in time and space, with greater diversity shown in
a pool landscape or region than in a single pool. 6. Pool dynamics can be

influenced by exotic species and also by native species that may spend only
part of their life cycle in the pool. 7. Summer and winter pool communities
are interacting components of the same ecosystem. 8. The conservation of
vernal pool ecosystems requires population and habitat preservation.
Management recommendations developed from these eight ideas are
presented.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

The object of this report is to present the research done during winter 1994
through spring and summer of 1995, on vernal pools and on several special-
status vernal pool macroinvertebrates and vascular plants found at the Vina
Plains Preserve, Tehama County, California. One objective of this report was to
combine numerical data and observations from our studies to discuss vernal pool
ecosystems and to discuss how ecological principles should be used to support
preservation and management of vernal pools. A major focus of these studies
was to provide information relevant to the preservation and management of
vernal pools—pools occurring both on the Preserve and elsewhere in California.

Three special status species (Federal Register 1994) occur on the Vina
Plains Preserve: Brachinecta conservatio, the conservancy fairy shrimp (federally
endangered), Brachinecta lynchii, the vernal pool fairy shrimp (federally
threatened) and Lepidurus packardi , the vernal pool tadpole shrimp (federally
endangered). Work by Alexander (1976) as well as unpublished observations by
Alexander (extending from 1964 to the present) at the Vina Plains Preserve and
surrounding region have provided information that has set the stage for this
research. The ecology of several vernal pool invertebrates was considered in
student studies done from the late 1960’s to the present, in the Vina Plains
Region, under the direction of Alexander: Michener (1970) reported on major life
history differences between two commeon vernal pool calanoid copepods,
Diaptomus (now considered Leptodiaptomus) tyrrelli and Diaptomus (now
considered Hesperodiaptomus) eiseni ; Wolt (1972) considered populations of
Cyzicus californicus (listed as C. mexicanus in error) in one pool south of Chico
and in four pools in the Vina Region including a population in what is now the
largest pool on Vina Plains Preserve, and found it unable to reproduce during
the drought of 1972; Lanway (1974) considered the importance of temperature
and dissolved oxygen in controlling the hatch of crustacean cysts; Ahl (1983 and
1991) dealt specifically with the tadpole shrimp, and found that the cyst bank
was enchanced by the second generation in one season; Patton (1984),
considering fairy shrimp distribution and development, found that hatching is
synchronized and early development occurs over a brief period; Gallagher (1992,
1993) found that a mimimum size was required before vernal pool snails, Fossaria
(Bakerilymnaea) sonomensis, could successfully aestivate and considered the
population plasticity between adjacent pools; Syrdahl (1993) found the
invertebrate community composition and physical factors of the 14 largest pools
on Vina Plains Preserve produced 14 unique communities; Ballantyne (1994)
used field-preserved animals examined under the scanning electron microscope
to establish the importance of the detritus food chain in the feeding of a vernal
pool copepod, Hesperodiaptomus eiseni; and Eads (1995) found high
heterozygosity and genertic similarity between Brachinecta conservatio on Vina
Plains Preserve and Jepson Prairie Preserve in Solano County that were
statistically unique.



Introduction

Five special status plants (Skinner and Pavlik 1994) occur in pools on the
Vina Plains Preserve: Chamaesyce hooveri , Hoover’s spurge (federally threatened);
Gratiola heterosepala, Bogg's Lake hedge-hyssop (California endangered), Orcuttia
pilosa, hairy orcutt grass (endangered for California, federally endangered); O.
tenuis, slender orcutt grass (endangered for California, federally threatened); and
Tuctoria greenei, Greene’s tuctoria (rare for California, federally endangered).
Schlising has studied a vernal pool endemic, Sidalcea hirsuta (1989), and has 11
years of observations on Chamaesyce hooveri . Griggs (1974 and 1980) studied
Orcuttia and Tuctoria species throughout the state, and some of his information
on these plants was obtained from what is now the Vina Plains Preserve. Broyles
(1983, 1987) studied the vascular plant flora of the Preserve, and offered some
details on the plants in pools, including especially the rare species. She provided
information for specific pools that has served as the starting point for some
aspects of the present work. Ikeda (1982), in considering Navarretin reproductive
biology in northern California, provided some information on N. leucocephala for
the Preserve. Stone et al. (1988) included Vina Plains Populations of Chamaecyse,
Orcuttia and Tuctoria in their Central Valley surveys of these rare plants. These
and other populations from the Vina Plains area are included in the California
Natural Diversity Data Base (California Department of Fish and Game 1995).
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Study area

Chapter 2
THE VINA PLAINS STUDY AREA

This study was restricted to the Main Tract of Vina Plains Preserve in
Tehama County (Figure 2.1). The vernal pools of Vina Plains Preserve are
found on an alluvial fan produced by the river system that is now called Deer
Creek. This alluvial fan is part of a piedmont bench system between the
Sacramento River Floodplain and the foothills. The pools are found between
dissected drainage channels on a relatively level bench system that is higher
in the north and lower in the south (King 1992). The topography of the
preserve is illustrated in Figure 2.2.

RAINFALL AND AIR TEMPERATURES

In the fall of 1994, volunteers placed and monitored a series of simple
tube rain gauges in a variety of locations on the preserve. The funnels on
these fenceline gauges were constantly impacted by raptors and wind. Asa
result the rainfall totals were derived from composite information. In
January of 1995, volunteers carefully mounted a United States standard rain
gauge in the center of the Preserve, and all the following readings were taken
with this gauge. Rainfall was recorded on an irregular basis, when ‘
conducting biological surveys in adjacent pools. Figure 2.3 provides the
rainfall totals that occurred between observation dates, using small gauge data
before installation of the standard gauge. Figure 2.4 presents the cumulative
percent rainfall for the entire season. A maximum-minimum thermometer
mounted on a fence post near the rain gauges provided the air temperature
extremes between visits (Figure 2.5).

POOL CHARACTERISTICS
Pool numbers and general geomorphology

Through the years, individuals have developed numbering and

"naming systems for the pools (e.g., Broyles 1983). These were replaced by a
numbering system devised by King (1992). He numbered all the pools
observed that were over 30 m’in surface area (Figure 2.6). Although pools are
numbered independently, some of these pools interconnect during high
rainfall events in seasons with heavy rain. Examples include Pools 29 and 30
connected by a saturated clay (vernal wetland), and Pool 17 draining into Pool
16. Figure 2.7 illustrates the surface area calculations by King (1992) for the
pools that we used. Most of the pools are located between Sheep Camp Ditch
and the next major drainage to the east (called Singer Ditch by Broyles, 1983).
There are only three major pools west of Sheep Camp Ditch, Pools 1, 14 and
39. Pool 1 has the largest surface area and is located on a junction between the
Anita Clay and Tuscan Loam soils according to the Soil Survey of Tehama
County (U. S. Department of Argrculture 1967).
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Figure 2.6. The vernal pool numbering system established by King (1992) for
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Plains Preserve.

page 9



Study area

(7661 Suni) 9AIIsaL] SUR|J BUIA UO puno

]

i

[44

0g

91

sJacuunu [0od
8i 62 1z 8€ 4 9¢ LE 41 [£4

(2661 "BuDi) sealy [00J 9AISSAI] Suleld BUIA

14

Ll

3 sjood 1a8se] Poes Jo suone|noed eale a0eLINS WINWIXEN LT ain3yy

- 0
]
—
&
- 000S - o,
0
Q.
B
- opool ©
- gpUsST m
3
g
L goooz
! 00052



Study area

There may have been a larger pool above Pool 14 that has been drained
(personal communication, Guy King). A delta-like extension into Pool 14 at
the discharge by a temporary stream draining the past pool area and the
extensive mud soils on the south side of this pool further support this
hypothesis. Pools 29 and 30 are the only large pools on the existing preserve
east of Singer Ditch (there is another large pool located beyond the eastern
edge of the preserve toward Singer Creek). The remaining large pools (Pools
41, 42, 34, 36, 35, 38, 37, 22, 16, 17, 18, and 21) are located in a band, between the
existing drainage systems, extending from the entry gate on the south to
Lassen Road on the north. Pools 41 and 42 appear to have been a single
isolated pool that was bisected by the gravel road from the gate to the barn
(Figure 2.6). Pool 22, divided by internal fencing, is just north of the shallow
pool 37. Pool 21 is an isolated pool easily accessible from Lassen Road. The
rest of the pools form two clusters:

1. In the north, Pool 17, a very large pool, has Pool 18 to the east and
Pool 16 to the west. Pool 16 receives surface water from Pool 17
during very high rainfall years (e.g., spring 1995) and Pool 18 is
isolated by a low ridge. Pool 18 represents a pool formed in the
headwaters of a temporary drainage. Pool 17 has a relatively small
watershed in relation to the pool size, receiving some water from a
small drainage that occasionally provides surface water from the
north. Other than the high water discharge into Pool 16, Pool 17
appears to provide subsurface water into a clay dominated drainage
to the south.

2. Pools 34, 35, 36 and 38 form a second cluster, to the south. These
pools are just north of the barn. Pool 35 is the largest, and like Pool
17 (and Pool 1) has a relatively small watershed with a large pool
surface area. All three have a small "temporary-inlet” that drains
surface water from the north. At full water, Pool 35 is more than 1-
meter higher than the water level of Pools 34, 36 and 38. Although
adjacent to Pool 35, Pools 36 to the south-east and 38 to the west
appear not to have a surface or subsurface connection with Pool 35.
Pool 38 is located within the Sheep Camp Ditch floodplain and,
although it did not connect with the flooding Sheep Camp Ditch in
March 1995, the water level was within 10 to 15 cm of this
connection. Pool 36 has an irregular shape, with a smaller lobe that
is disconnected from the main pool at low water. The early season
flooding of this pool is assumed to reflect a larger watershed in
relation to the surface area of the pool. Pool 34, located to the south-
west of Pool 35, is partially dependent upon a water seepage through
clay soils forming a wetland connecting these pools. When the soil
is saturated, the tail of this wetland contains a surface water channel
that runs into the west side of Pool 34. The delayed flooding of Pool
34 reflects the importance of this water source.
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Chronology of flooding and dry down

Most of the pools on the preserve dried down in April 1995. The
remaining larger pools represented areas which were of special interest to our
research. A few of the larger pools dried down in May (Pools 34, 22 and
possibly 14). The remaining three largest pools dried down in June (Pools 35
and 1) and July (Pool 17). Although Pool 17 has a smaller surface area than
Pool 1, it is deeper and held water longer.

Differences in the pattern of input (mainly rainfall) and output (mainly
evaporation) will result in different pool flooding and drydown patterns from
one year to the next. We have information on the changes in the water level
of Pools 34, 35, 36, and 38 during the 1994-95 season (Figure 2.8). Table 2.1
illustrates a calculation of changes in the pool surface area of the 14 larger
pools in 1992 (Syrdahl 1993). These values were determined by measuring the
changing size of the two major hemiaxes of each pool and considering the
pools as ovals. Although some of these maximum values do not agree with
King (1992), the ranking of the pools is similar. This 1992 pool chronology
divides the pools into different groups. Pool 29 flooded very early. Pools 14,
16, 18, 21, 29, 36, and 39 were at maximum capacity in the first weeks of
flooding (late December and early January). Pools 1, 17, 22, 34, 35, 37, and 38
did not reach full size until February and March. Syrdahl observed the
drydown of most pools in April, with four pools holding water into May and
one into June.

Pool chemistry

Very little effort was placed on pool chemistry. The measurements
taken were done with equipment purchased for class use many years ago at
California State University, Chico. A series of disconnected water
temperature, dissolved oxygen, and conductivity readings were made in the
four pools just north of the barn (Pools 34, 35, 36, and 38). Some of these
readings are presented in Table 2.2. Individual pool measurements are not
representative of other pools in the cluster because of the differences in
hydrology, volume and biotic composition of adjacent vernal pools. The
analysis of these point values of physical factors such as dissolved oxygen,
temperature, pH is not appropriate because these values fluctuate greatly with
diurnal and climatic changes as well as seasonal changes in biotic activity.

page 12



Study area

‘od ay; o yed deop e ut axels yidep peziprepuess e
WO} UaXe} 319Mm S[aA] Jajem aY], ‘UDSEIS G661-7661 U} JOJ §E PUe gE ‘SE ‘FE S[ood Wi sefueyp yidag gz aundy

= M .m B & - B £ 2 . 8 L R B w w
= o - <,
5 & & § § § § § ¢ € v ow ¥ ¥ ¢ ¢
& ] & by ] & ] & b b ] & R R 4 - R =
hl,llh|0|_.“|.6. L ¥ 060
o
n n IB. - 0'S
M . - 001
‘i k. 5
(4 . L o5t =
Vv - 3 . -
w mu n mv g
v m®® l* * nr 2
o
Y Ty, : g a
w v - 0'Se
S€ 04 ° v v v
Wy v v
9E 1004 . v v v?Y - 00E
GE 1004 v
- 0°SE
¥E 1004 ]

aalasal] suteld euip ui spod anoy o se8ueyp yidag

page 13



Study area

] glaunforpaun{ €2

0 gounf-gz ley  TZ

6%061 heponigie 1z

oz AN o pi Ao o2

0 0 16262 LLVLIT glAaN ol 2Aey 61

0 0 gl oo xdy 81

[1TAZAS 0 0515 ] 00852 6007 V9562 gtadvargzady £

_0o o 0 0 0 wxdvaigrxdy 91

W9 SOVl 0 806%  SISEl  8¥SE  6FLL £959 S¥EY 05 60187 TVl 88LL  FPTOE sidvaigxdy gl

gxdvaorzady 9l

66¥1 5891 ovoz 982s  IZvEL  IS/E 100 The9 1274 096 €6V8T 1917 LIPS S9Z0E tidyorgzmN g1

[szes | SZEN OGN T1

$661  €60T  vLZV 979§ SE9EI ove | vem | s sesy [zissz | vezr ves [Emee | simwoiziEN W

. ¥98€ IIENOIS N 01

0041  ssst TTHE 6.%S  BOSEL S€1T 8599 £6LV vyl ¥BIST  O0SEZ 9506 EIS6T JENOIOZ®I 6

[ Tssez | wsy | ures [ ysost | wwee v699 ¥EL6 czaOI6Ig 8

S803 16€2 S9ES s/81 62897  LE€XT L0E0E sipdoIziced £

€641 126€ €ISS  Zb6Zl  9LLE 0%€9 SZesl 0L26 nedoised 9

2061 €422 £¥iS voll 14744 89292 voyorgzue

gz wef 03 77 uef ¥

¥991  ¥9Ll £1Z€ 0TS A4Z1 EBLE BEIT €129 06L% SEL1 W6l  VOST | STZ6 | SOLVE rzuforgrue[ €

iz evey | us | eust viwlojguel 7

E : £p 20652 cwfonpue

Amp popooy ] pepooy é Ap  popool  pepoop A £p popooy A JdeXIAITER®A TS

pepooyy  Amp  _pepoop A ] Ap Ap Ap gzagorzimeg 1§

Ap Amp ] gioajoipi®d  0S

papooy 63x]-£3 6V

Ap ) T®™I-9TMON 8t

6E 8t LE 9E SE a3 62 44 |54 8L L1 91 2! i

oo s M

PIAISSQO BaJe WINUWIXeW ay} ST JaqUINU paxoq ay L, “UMOpAIp
pue Supooy JO AU aY} SJEIIPUI SUI| INOP 3Y, * (E66F) IUEPIAS AQ Z661-1661 Ul Paje|oed siojaw asenbs ut
seare pod pops pue umopAIp jo spam ay; ‘Suipool jo ¥em ayy Surpnpur spod p1 jo AopuonD 1Z3KEL

page 14



Study area

Table 2.2 Select water chemistry values for some Vina Plains vernal pools, spring 1995.
Pool 36-H represents the smaller pool connected to the north-east of Pool 36.

Date Pool Time Conductivity Temperature Temperature DO pH’

{mmho/cm) (water) {air) (ppm)
16-Feb 34 PM 71 10
16-Feb 34 PM 80
16-Feb 34 PM 88
16-Feb 36 AM 55
16-Feb 36-H AM 71
16-Feb 36-H AM 90
16-Feb 36-H AM 77
16-Feb 38 PM 80
4-Mar 35 AM 40 12 11
4-Mar 35 AM 48 16 11
14-Mar 34 AM 44 11 17
16-Mar 34 M 50 20 9
16-Mar 34 PM 68
16-Mar 34 PM 64
16-Mar 35 AM 59 19 11
21-Mar 35 PM 29
21-Mar 36 PM 44
21-Mar 36-H T'M 48
23-Mar 34 AM 51 5 13
23-Mar 35 AM 43 10 11
6-Apr 35 I'M 47
13-Apr 35 PM 48
27-Apr 34 AM 50
9-May 34 AM 66 13 11
9-May 38 AM 153 14 12
9-May 35 PM equipmenterror 16 1
23-May 1 M 24 22 7 11
25-May 17 AM 20 21 7 11
25-May 17 M 27 25 7 11
25-May 35 PM 30 29 7 12
29-May 35 AM 24 22 7 12
29-May 35 Noon 29 28 7 10
B-jun 17 ™ 21 21 7 8
8-Jun 35 Noeon 27 25 11 7
13-Jun 1 M 24 pA 8 8
16-Jun 17 M 23 22 8 9
23-jun 1 AM 17 21 7 5
7-Jul 17 Noon 28 7 7
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Chapter 3
VERNAL POOL MACROINVERTEBRATES OF SPECIAL STATUS

This chapter summarizes the field activity considering the ecology of
select vernal pool invertebrates on Vina Plains Preserve. The objectives
established at the start of this grant included a documentation of the seasonal life
history sequences of the listed crustacean species found in the larger pools on
Vina Plains Preserve. This was to include an attempt to determine population
density changes through the 1995 season. This macroinvertebrate information
was to be combined with a study of the summer rare plants. The scientific
research on these species was to be directed toward applied information
important to the preservation and management of vernal pool preserves.

On 2 March 1995, Alexander received a four year permit (PRT -- 797266) to
study Branchinecta conservatio (the conservancy fairy shrimp), Branchinecta lynchi
(vernal pool fairy shrimp) and Lepidurus packardi (vernal pool tadpole shrimp).
Following this, Alexander also obtained the necessary local approval from the
regional U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service office in Sacramento. The Department
of Fish and Game permit # 2097 issued to Alexander by the state of California,
also covers this research.

This paper documents population level dynamics in select pools of a
single vernal pool complex. This activity observed all major populations of
Branchinecta conservatio, the larger and long lasting populations of Lepidurus
packardi and collections of Linderiella occidentalis (California linderiella) and
Cyzicus californicus (California clam shrimp) found with the first two species. At
the time research was initiated (early March), the bulk of the Branchinecta lynchi
populations would have completed development (Gallagher 1996). If the
permission had been granted earlier, this study could have been expanded to
include more pools, estimated densities of Branchinecta lynchi , and estimated
densities of other species’ developmental stages. It is likely that the small pools
at Vina could have supported more than one population of Branchinecta lynchi as
as a result of multiple flooding as Gallagher (1996) observed in previous years in
the Chico region.

This paper documents population level dynamics in select pools from the
pool complex found on Vina Plains Preserve. The invertebrate observation
program started on 4 March. Field observations were made twice a week,
typically on Tuesday and Thursday from early March to early June, with two
additional collections in mid June and early July in the longer lasting pools. This
total collection sequence involved 31 field observations (ranging from 6 to 10
hours) over a period of 125 days. During many of these days Shelly Kirn was
conducting an associated research program in some of the pools. Her study (in
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partial coinpletion of the requirements for a masters degree) considered the
foraging success of Notonecta kirbyi (a backswimmer) on Linderiella occidentalis
(California Linderiella) and Corixidae (waterboatmen) in vernal pools.

METHODS

Several field techniques were tested during the initial week. Only larger
branchiopods collected after 4 March on select vernal pools of Vina Plains
Preserve were included. This resulted in the development of a procedure that
allowed a simultaneous, nondestructive estimate of Branchinecta conservatio and
Lepidurus packardi densities. Some observations were made on Linderiella
occidentalis (California linderiella) an unlisted fairy shrimp and a few individuals
of Cyzicus californicus (California clam shrimp) were collected. The technique
developed is most appropriate for repeated sampling in larger vernal pools.
Density estimates and general pool observations were made in a series of
collections from 7 March to 7 July. The three largest pools (1, 17 and 35) were
visited six to nine times. A series of intermediate size pools (16, 22, 34, 36 and 38)
were visited two to five times. During 30 March to 6 April, eight additional
pools (14, 18, 21, 29, 37, 40, 41 and 38) and a cluster of four small pools
(including 42) in the flood zone of Sheep Camp Ditch were visited one time. The
total spring collection activity considered of over 500 two meter plankton net
tows that were used for quantitative catch-and-release observations.

The initial collection activities followed collection methods used
previously by Alexander. This collection technique used an open ended can
(area 0.9 m?) placed vertically into the pool to isolate a water column. The lower
edge of the can was sealed in the soft mud and all the water was dished out and
poured through a plankton net to remove the organisms. At the end of this
process, the pool floor was examined for organisms (before there was a major
break in the mud seal) and the organisms collected were counted and returned to
the water. (In previous years, a fine screen was used and this sample was
preserved for laboratory analysis.) The advantages of this technique centered on
the ability to make a representative sample of numerous organisms from the pool
surface to the pool floor regardless of pool depth. This provided information on
community composition and was necessary when considering organisms that are
different in size as well as those that have small free living early developmental
stages. There were a variety of disadvantages with this technique: 1. It was
time consuming. 2. Some pool floor conditions do not allow the continued
maintenance of an appropriate seal to keep out pool water. 3. It was hard on
the investigator, the organisms collected and the vernal pools. 4. The relatively
small samples do not generate enough population density estimates for the study
of macroinvertebrates, especially when their density is low. Attempts to reduce
the column size in order to obtain more replicates in the same time were
unsuccessful because of the above problems and the difficulty of removing water
from the container.
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This community sampling procedure was immediately replaced with a
net collection system that allowed field counts of individuals with a minimal
impact on the populations. A system was developed pulling a standard round
plankton net through the water. A one millimeter net mesh allowed numerous
smaller crustaceans to pass through before capture, with the net fabric collecting
the larger invertebrates and water flow washing these into a large collection jar
on the end of the net. The invertebrates remaining on the net were washed
directly into an enamel pan and combined with the contents of the pond water.
A complete collection of Branchinecta conservatio was possible because
synchronized development had passed the individuals through the small early
season free-living stages. The smallest Lepidurus packardi collected (2-3 mm
carapace length) represent recently hatched individuals. A small plywood
platform mounted on a post was used as a stand to hold the enamel pan,
allowing the collections to be placed in the pan, examined and immediately
returned to the water at the point of capture. These macroinvertebrates survived
this collecting technique without negative impacts. Individuals were rarely out
of the water and they were returned to the pool in less than 10 minutes. The
presence of tadpole shrimp was also determined in some pools by partial
exoskeletons on the water surface. This capture and release technique required
the following equipment: chest waders, a small enamel pan, a meter stick, a small
clear millimeter ruler attached to the collector's wrist, a sorting platform nailed to
a 130 cm wooden post that acts as a leg (the small wooden platform had side
restraints to support the pan), a small tape recorder (fastened within the waders),
a zooplankton net (a 1 millimeter mesh net with a 25 mm diameter opening and a
screw receptor accommodating a large plastic bottle at the narrow end of the
net). The information dictated into the tape recorder was personally transcribed
to hand notes before another fieldtrip and generally within 24 hours of the field
activity. This information was converted to computer programs.

Macroinvertebrate collection transects that bisected the pool were
established in the intermediate size pools (16, 22, 34, 36 and 38) and the largest
pools (1, 17 and 35) had two transects generally on an east-west line. The
transects were marked with yellow-flagged wire pins on each side of the pool.
These transects were parallel to the spring plant transects marked with white-
flagged wire pins. The first collection was made 1-1.5 meters from the edge of
the pool. The time available for collecting and the size of the area determined the
number of steps between samples (ranging from 5-15 steps or roughly 4-12
meters). This number was kept constant during that collection sequence any one
day. This distance between collections roughly controlled the number of
locations sampled on the transect and where the transect was finished. The
changing pool size resulted in most repeat collections in following weeks being
taken at different locations along the same transect. Collections on the same
transects were repeated in different weeks up to nine times in long lasting pools.

The following numbered listing of collection activities performed at each
pool is provided because this is a newly developed technique potentially useful
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in monitoring vernal pool invertebrates. This technique was developed to
monitor changing life history dynamics and is unnecessary if the objective is to
determine presence or absence.

1.

Transects were established with flagged wire pins placed on each side
of the pool before entering the pool.

Equipment was assembled so that the collection sequence could be
made from one side of the pool to the other side of the pool in one
continuous effort.

The pool was entered from one edge (east or west) walking toward the
pins on the opposite edge. The first collection was made in water deep
enough to move the net, generally 1-1.5 meters from the edge.

After arriving at a collection location, the platform on a single post was
placed into the pool floor approximately one-half of a meter to the
right. (Initially, a three legged tripod was used but this was found to
be cumbersome. If the mud was not deep enough, the platform was
stabilized with one hand or the body.)

A meter stick was stuck into the sediments one meter from the initial
mark going from right to left. When the water was shallow or the
meter stick would not stay in the sediments a rock or emergent
vegetation was used as a marker.

The round plankton net was placed vertically into the water next to the
right edge of the 1-meter unit. The net was then quickly pulled the 1-
meter unit. Selective pressure was used by holding the net by the
edge, to keep the net in contact with the pool floor and to move it over
cobbles and through vegetation. (The edge of the net was reinforced
several times during the spring collecting period.) The net was pulled
in a rapid continuous motion and taken vertically out of the water after
the one meter path had been traversed. The first net pull was quickly
followed by a second net pull placed in a new location. The collector
had to lean forward to make the second sample in undisturbed water.
(This second collection would be difficult for individuals with short
arms. Initial surveys found that the second collection was necessary to
include a logical number of organisms and reduce the number of
collections without organisms. The option to reduce this collection
pattern to a single meter was used only once in pool 42 when the
number of Linderiella occidentalis was very large. The option to
combine more than 2 meters of collected water was rejected for
statistical reasons and was not possible without special permission due
to U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service directives.)
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7. As the net was pulled along the bottom of the pool, it potentially also
picked up sediments, bits of living and dead vegetation and even small
rocks. The net was examined in the water and larger organisms
observed in the net were washed directly into a small amount of pond
water in the enamel pan. Although the system picked up a few small
rocks, restricting the pull to two meters reduced the chance for these
physical objects to harm the delicate bodied organisms in the net.
When large bits of vegetation and rocks were observed in the net they
were removed quickly by reaching into the net as the net was held in
the water. All of these objects were washed carefully in the pan to
remove any organisms attached to their surface. Any activity that
would roll rocks in the net and damage macroinvertebrates was
avoided. Fine clay caught in the net was washed out with an
unhurried rocking motion.

8. After removing the larger organisms and large objects the remaining
net contents were washed into the attached large plastic jar by a
verticle motion that does not allow any water into the nef opening.
This was done before the net was pulled out of the water. A complete
vertical washing procedure is required to insure organisms caught on
the net are in the bottle before it is removed from the adaptor. The
contents of the net collection jar were placed directly into the enamel
pan with pool water. If the net or the jar was not completely clean, the
jar was re-screwed onto the net and the net was cleaned by back
flushing pond water. Under conditions of high density of
macroinvertebrates, only a subsample of the contents was poured into
the pan. The bottom of the net, with the jar attached, was carefully kept
in the water during subsample counting,.

9. The enamel pan on the stand platform was an important aid when
counting and measuring individual organisms. The number of
macroinvertebrates observed in the enamel pan was recorded with the
tape recorder. As the contents settled in the pan, the movement of
individual organisms aided detection. The contents of the pan were
counted more than one time to insure a complete count. The tadpole
shrimp carapace lengths were measured in the water with the clear
millimeter rule that was attached to the wrist. These records were
dictated directly into the tape recorder that was attached to the bib of
the chest waders. As counting was completed the animals were
returned directly to the pool in the area of capture. The collecting and
recording sequence was conducted quickly, and animals never left the
water. This technique allowed animals to be examined and returned
with minimal impact (typically under five minutes and never more
than ten minues). Although heavy wind reduced the efficiency, it was
possible to make these collections under a variety of environmental
conditions from bright sun to heavy rain. (The technique described
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above is much harder on the collector's back and knees but results in
minimal impact to the animals. It should be noted that most net
collecting often involves pulling the net out of the water. This
technique requires finding organisms stranded on the net in the air.)

10. The depth of the water was measured in three locations within the area
. the plankton net was pulled. This was done by placing the meter stick
vertically in the water, but avoiding footprints and rocks.

11. The plankton net was cleaned by back flushing several times before
moving to the next location.

12. After re-assembling equipment after one sample, the investigator
moved along the line established by the flagged wire pins. A single
individual in a muddy pool cannot measure a distance but can move a
given number of pool steps. Although the collector will potentially
sink into the soft mud of the pool sediments, there should be an
attempt to move a known distance determined by pacing. Each
collection along a pool transect was separated by five to fifteen steps
(in this case, this was roughly 4-12 m). This spacing of the collections
made it possible to collect in different locations on the same transect at
different dates. However, repeatedly walking the transect in the larger
pools (1, 17 and 35) resulted in a noticeable track across the pool floor
and some deeper radiating cracks from these tracks in the dry summer.

13. The distince from the final sample to the pool edge was also recorded
in paces.

14. Before moving from one pool to the next, all equipment and waders
were carefully washed. During the winter this was easy; however, as
the pools dry this became very difficult and collections were restricted
to one pool to allow time to return from the field and clean equipment.
At the end of every collecting trip, all equipment and waders were
very carefully washed with a garden hose.

The net collected animals suspended in the water of the shallow pools and
picked up benthic organisms where it was in contact with the pool sediments. If
all the individuals were collected were observed, this field collection system
provided an estimate of aquatic macroinvertebrate densities relative to collection
effort (pool floor sampled or water volume collected). Any single collection
provided a density index of both tadpole shrimp and fairy shrimp. Because
individuals were collected and returned to the pool in viable condition, it is
conceivable, but highly unlikely, that the same individuals were recollected on
subsequent collection dates.
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Clam shnmp are not effectively sampled this way because effective
collections require repeated net sweeps at one location to pull individuals out of
the pool sediments (Wolt, 1972).

The millimeter length of the carapace of each Lepidurus packardi was
measured using a short transparent rule placed beside the animals in the shallow
water of the enamel pan. Lengths were determined using any appropriate
intermediate number that was next to the leading edge of the carapace, as
opposed to attempting to put the end of the animal at the end of the ruler. All
individuals 10 mm or larger were also examined for the presence of cysts in the
egg sacs. A more detailed differentiation of male and female Lepidurus packardi
was not possible, considering the conditions and the time available.

Problems of identification of juvenile individuals were avoided, because
observations were initiated late in the season after development was generally
complete. The field identification of Branchinecta conservatio mature females is
reliable. The field identifications of Branchinecta conservatio populations were
made from sequential observations from any one pool that always contained
mature females. Mature females were observed in the first collection allowing a
high confidence in all field identifications. Although it is possible that individual
males could have been Branchinecta lynchi, this is highly unlikely in the pools
considered. Collections in pools used by both Branchinecta conservatio , and
Branchinecta lynchi would require the use of a field microscope to verify species
identifications. Some pools also contained Linderiella occidentalis and the red eyes
and red tails of these generally smaller individuals helped differentiate them
from the generally dark eyed Branchinecta conservatio.. Furthermore, male
antennae and female egg sacs of Linderiella occidentalis are distinctive.

The total number of individuals observed, and the number of individuals
with cysts in egg sacs were recorded. This field identification system only
differentiated mature females, the difference between the number of mature
females and the total represents males, immature females and females not
carrying cysts in the egg sac.

A few dead individuals of Branchinecta conservatio and Lepidurus packardi
and moribund individuals of Lepidurus packardi were collected. Although most
dead individuals were decomposing corpses, individuals with no movement
were considered dead. Inanimate individuals generally also displayed fungal
growth on their exoskeletons. The collection of corpses of recently deceased
individuals indicated the net collection technique could collect inactive as well as
active individuals. Because these soft bodied individuals decompose quickly,
this must represent recent mortality.

Individuals were returned to the water dead or alive. General field
comments were also recorded about insects and some representative insects were
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preserved late in the season. None of the insect observations are mduded in this
report.

All collections were placed on a time scale using standard weeks with the
first week of the year as week one and all weeks numbered following this.
Although collections made at different days in the same week should be pooled,
the collection sequence in 1995, resulted in no multiple collections in the
standard weeks.

Density Indices

The collection system that allowed the development of density indices
was repeated more than 530 times from 7 March to 7 July (Table 3.1). During this
time, more than 40 individual pool surveys were conducted in 20 different pools
and one set of adjacent small pools. These surveys ranged from a single
collection in a low water pool to 29 different collections made in one pool in a
single day.

Tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus packardi) density index

The net contact with the pool floor was determined to be five centimeters
wide. The total standard collection at one location resulted in a pool floor
sample of ten centimeters by one meter or one-tenth of a square meter. Because
of this, the tadpole shrimp numbers were multiplied by 10 to produce a density
index of individuals per square meter of pool floor sampled.

This density index was used to reflect changes in population size. A rapid
collection system was conducted to counter net avoidance by tadpole shrimp.
Changes in the numbers of tadpole shrimp collected are also influenced by size
(age) class changes, changes in the size of the pool (that concentrates or dilutes
the individuals) and changes in collection efficiency.

The movement of individuals of all sizes in the pan sediments made it
difficult to miss any living organisms. The smallest individuals had a three
millimeter carapace length. These small individuals were used as an indication
of a recent cyst hatch. Although great care was taken, some of the smallest
individuals could have been accidentally lost from the count espeaally in
collections that contained detritus.

Ahl (1983) considered individuals below 10 mm carapace length as

prereproductives and no individuals below 10 mm carapace length carrying
cysts were observed.
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Table 3.1. Quantitative cdllections for vernal pool invertebrates made in 1995. A number of
collection techniques were tested from 4 March to 11 March. The number of 2 meter quantitative
net tows taken in each pool Is indicated. Poals are ranked by the total number of 2 meter
quantitative collections taken.

e e ——

Pod number (according to King 1992}
1Z 1 35 36 2 3¢ 16 14 21 20 37 38 4 42 18 30 4

4-Mar b

7-Mar 9

11-Mar 10 6

14-Mar 8

16-Mar 17

21-Mar 13

23-Mar 9

28-Mar 23

30-Mar 5 9 7 7 10

4-Apr 10 12 10 6

6-Apr 14 &

13-Apr 8 12

18-Apr 21

20-Apr 4

25-Apr 10 9

27-Apr 8 9

2-May 16 7

4-May 13

9-May 29 3 : 1

11-May 14 10

13-May 14

18-May 13 16 5 2

23-May 22

25-May 18

2%9-May 10

4-Jun 17

B-Jun 18

13-Jun 13

16-Jun 12

23-Jun 14

7-jut 8

TOTAL 143 113 88 34 33 32 16 14 12 10 9 7 7 7 6 6 10
* Agroup of small pods.
** Observations but no standard quantitative collections.
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Fairy shrimp (Branchinecta conservatio or Linderiella occidentalis) density index

The volume of water sampled was used to determine a fairy shrimp
density index. The net area intercept was determined with the help of Dr.
Stephen BeMiller, Department of Math and Statistics, California State University,
Chico (Figure 3.1).

If the pool was deeper than 25 centimeters, the total net area sampled the

water, This resulted in a sample with a surface area of 491 cm? and a length of 2
m. This column of water sampled had an area estimated to be almost 1/10 of a

cubic meter (0.098 m3). If the collection depth averaged less than 25 centimeters,
the area of water intercepted by the net was calculated. When the water depth
was 12.5 centimeters (one-half the net diameter) the collection represented 1/5 of

a cubic meter (0.049 m?).

The surface area of the net intercepting the water was calculated
differently if the water level was above or below 12.5 centimeters. The surface
area of a sector and the area of the right angle triangle formed below or above the
water level (with the hypotenuse of this triangle consisting of the net radius)was
determined. The hypotenuse and one side adjacent to the right angle could be
determined using the water depth and net diameter. This allowing the
determination of the area of the triangle using the cosine of the angle of this
triangle formed at the center of the net. If the water was deeper than 12.5
centimeters, the area of net in the air was calculated as two times sector “B” less
the areas in the two triangles “b” that represent the part of the net (and part of
the sectors) in the water (Figure 3.1). This area of net in the air was subtracted
from the total area of the net to obtain the area of the net in the water. If the
water was less than 12.5 centimeters in depth, the area of net in the water was
two times the area of sector “C” less the areas in triangles “c” which, in this case,
are the parts of the sector in the air (Figure 3.1).

The surface area of the net in the water was then multiplied by the two
meters of net pull, producing the cubic meters of water sampled. Individual
collection numbers were converted to individuals collected per cubic meter
of water to produce a density index for fairy shrimp. Ten individuals collected in
a fully submerged net represented 102 individuals per cubic meter.

This density index was used to reflect changes in population size.
Changes in the numbers of fairy shrimp collected are also influenced by changes
in the size of the pool and changes in collection efficiency. If fairy shrimp have a
significant ability to avoid this net collection system (which is doubtful), it is
assumed that different collections have the same proportional error. We also
assumed that the turbid nature of the pools combined with the rapid collection
technique minimized differential behavioral effects produced under different
climatic conditions.
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A. Net totally submerged

------------------ water depth > 25 cm
d = diameter = 25 cm
Area of net in water =

A =492 em?
Length of pull = 2 meters
d (pull length constant)

Volume of sample = 0.098 m’
Volume considered = 1 m’

Scm

B. Net more than one-half in the water

12.5 < water depth < 25 ¢cm
X = 25 - water depth
Area of net in water = A - a
a = air Area of net in air
= 2 (area of Sector B -
area of triangle b)
r = radius = 12.5 cm

Area of net in water =2 (area
of Sector C - area of
triangle c)
r = radius = 12.5 cm
y = r - water depth

12.5 < water depth < 25 cm

Figure 3.1 Method of determining sample volume to determine
Anostraca density index. A. Net totally submerged. B. Net more than
one-half in the water. C. Net less than one-half in the water. Volume
of water sampled was equal to the net area times 200 cm. Net contact
with the pool floor remains 5 cm wide regardless of pool depth.
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RESULTS

Table 3.2 illustrates the average pool transect collection depths as well as
some information about changes in pool conditions. Several of the smaller pools
dried up in early April and only five pools (Numbers 1, 17, 35, 22, and 34) were
deep enough to include in this collecting system after the first of May. A shallow
collection in Pool 38 (that did not contain Branchiopods) is not considered
because this pool reflooded after drydown. Only two pools (Numbers 17 and 1)
had surface water in June. The only collection in July was the last collection
made in Pool 17 on 7 July and this collection did not contain any Branchiopods.

Lepidurus packardi
Density index

Table 3.3 provides a summary of the density indices for all collections of
Lepidurus packardi. Lepidurus packardi was collected in ten pools and indirectly
determined to be present in three additional pools. The density indices range
from over 80 to under 10 individuals per square meter of pool floor sampled.

Size class analysis

Lepidurus packardi carapace measurements (used to reflect age class
differences) were grouped to represent individuals under 3.5 mm, and in 2 mm
categories starting with 3.5. This meant that individuals estimated to be 9.5 or
larger were considered adults. Although the same collections were used to
estimate density, individuals collected with other methods could be included in
this analysis. The size class distributions of collections for individual pools were
placed in standard weeks. This system considers the resolution of the week to be
more effective than individual days.

Table 3.4 illustrates Lepidurus packardi carapace measurements for Pool
36. The break in the size classes on week 10 is assumed to indicate a division
between the first and second generation individuals. The small individual
collected in week 12 represents a late first generation hatch and the bulk of this
collection represents the second generation. The final collection on week 15 is
assumed to represent 100% second generation adults. This pattern was observed
in scattered observations of April drydown pools (including pool 16, see below).

Tables 3.5 and 3.6 illustrate Lepidurus packardi carapace measurements
for Pools 22 and 34. In combination these collections indicate a first generation
generally mature by the 10th week and followed by a second generation that was
dominantly mature on the 20th week. On May 18, Alexander observed living
individuals in the pools before noon and a total mortality by 17:00.

Measurement of dead individuals on the surface indicate that more than 98% of
these individuals were greater than 9.5 mm in carapace length. At this time, the
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Table 3.2. Average depth for all two meter quantitative collections made for vernal
podl invertebrates on Vina Plains Preserve in 1995. Podls ranked with the highest
estimated surface area by King (1992) to the left.

17

1

35 14 22 2

36

Poal
34 29 37 16 38-18 40 42 41 30

7-Mar
11-Mar
14-Mar
16-Mar
21-Mar
23-Mar
28-Mar
30-Mar
4-Apr
6-Apr
13-Apr
18-Apr
20-Apr
25-Apr
27-Apr
2-May
4-May
9-May
11-May
13-May
18-May
23-May
25-May
29-May
4-Jun
B-Jun
13-Jun
16-Jun
23-Jun
7-Jul
14-Jul

43

40

40

38

33

35

34

25

28

26

22

15

7
D

26

21

19

16

15

10

18

17

15

13

10

20

20 21

- 23

20

10 13 13 10

ogX
ox

2<Z

Pod floor with mud {if water present it was very shallow)

floor dry
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Table 3.3. Density index for Leptdurus packardl. Density Is given in individuals per
square meter of pod flaar, Density was determined by estimating the surface area of
pod floor sampled. Pools with the highest single density are ranked to the left. The
populatian dynamics were distinctive In different types of poals. This species was not
observed in Pods 18, 43 and the series of podls including Pod 40. The double line box
indicates times of observed total natural mortality. The single line bax indicates

times of abserved partial natural mortality.

Pool :
22 36 35 34 42 1 38 16 17 41 29 30 37 14 2

4-Mar

7-Mar 45

11-Mar 22 13

14-Mar 9

16-Mar 22

21-Mar a3

23-Mar 12

28-Mar 2

30-Mar 82 20 1 *
4-Apr B 0 *
6-Apr ¢
13-Apr 7 16

18-Apr 7

20-Apr 48

25-Apr 12 7

27-Apr 7 8

2-May * 8

4-May "

9-May 9 3 0
11-May 9 10
13-May 14

18-May @ 3 5

23-May 11
25-May é
29-May [5]

4-Jun 4

8-Jun 3

13-Jun

16-jun 2
23-Jun E]
7-Jul *
* excskeletons in the water indicate individuals were previcusly in these pods
** individual observed, none collected in quantitative samples.
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average length of these first generation individuals was around 13.5 mm
carapace length with no first generation individuals collected.

Table 3.7 illustrates Lepidurus packardi carapace measurements for Pool
35. The smallest individual probably represents a first generation hatch;
however, we cannot be completely certain this is not a late first generation hatch.
The development of the second generation is clearly illustrated in the collections

after week 13 and it appears that no first generation individuals were collected
after this date.

Table 3.8 illustrates Lepidurus packardi carapace measurements for Pool 1.
This is similar to the pattern observed in Pool 35 and it includes a very large first
generation individual collected on week 18.

Table 3.9 illustrates the combined Lepidurus packardi carapace
measurements for Pools 16 and 17. These were combined because the pools
were connected by high water and the only collection from Pool 16 was week 12.
Pool 17, the deepest pool, also contained a very large first generation Lepidurus
packardi collected during week 18.

The carapace lengths of single date collections of Lepidurus packardi from
Pools 38, 41 and 42 are not been presented in tabular form.

Mortality

Sixty-two dead Lepidurus packardi were measured during this study and two
disarticulated corpses were observed. On 18 May, Alexander observed living
individuals in Pool 34 at noon and fresh mortality in Pool 22 at 16:30. Because of
this mortality observation, Pool 34 was reexamined at 17:00 and large numbers of
dead individuals were observed on the pool surface. Fifty-nine individuals were
selected out of the hundreds of dead individuals on the surface of this pool to
determine a size class distribution at the time of death (Table 3.6). This sample
consisted of one juvenile, 49 non cyst carrying adults and nine individuals
carrying cysts. Shore birds were actively observed feeding on these dead
individuals before sunset on that day.

Two of the remaining three individuals collected as dead on different days
had mold growing on their exoskeletons. The third individual was collected
dead from the surface of Pool 1 on 23 June. This individual appeared very
similar to those collected on May 18. Some reduced active soft or gray individual

Lepidurus packardi were also observed on several different dates in different
pools.
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Life history differences between pools

Table 3.10 illustrates some general life history features of Lepidurus
packardi from the major 1995 collections.

Branchinecta conservatio
Density index

The density indices for all collections of Branchinecta conservatio are
provided in Table 3.11. This species was identified in collections from seven
pools. A more detailed analysis of these collections is presented in the
performance curves for the three major collections in Pool 35 (Figure 3.2).

Proportion of mature females carrying cysts

The percentages of mature female Branchinecta conservatio carrying cysts
in egg sacs in relation to the total collection are provided in Table 3.12.

Observed mortality

Two collections recorded the predation of Branchinecta conservatio by
Lepidurus packardi. On 16 March, Alexander observed a male Branchinecta
conservatio in the jaws of a 7 mm Lepidurus packardi collected from Pool 35. On 28
March, Alexander observed an individual Branchinecta, impossible to sex, in the
jaws of a 25 mm female Lepidurus packardi collected from Pool 17. On the same
transect a disarticulated Branchinecta conservatio corpse was observed that was
assumed to have been killed by one of the tadpole shrimp in the same collection.
An adult beetle was also observed feeding on a Branchinecta conservatio in
another collection.

Life history differences between pools

Four of the pools contained well-established populations of Branchinecta
conservatio (1,17,22 and 35). Observations of small numbers of Branchinecta,
including Branchinecta conservatio females, were made in Pools 34, 38 and 16. At
these low densities individuals could be missed in a spot survey. Seven of these
nine individuals collected were females. A single male Branchinecta was
collected from Pool 42. Although it is assumed that all these collections represent
low density Branchinecta conservatio populations, it would have been more
effective to examine these individuals in more detail with a field microscope.

page 37



Macroinvertebrates

16 3eL) AR[ £ uo paspa|io sienpiarpur Buial| ou pue sunf 91 PaPe|Ko sENPIAIPUS SUIAIT Sunf ate] AjEUOW /] SIOOg
(8¢ @FEL) umop Aip asopq sun| €z w Lieow | oo
‘(2e ae L) umop Lip a.o5q Aepy 62 uo Ajerow cg oog

‘weyned rejwis Aesows e asey £ pue | GE S04

(9°€ pue 5 soe) umop Aip pod amjeq Aejy 81 w0 AjieHow [e0) pey g pue zz S04

(7€ 319e.L) uwmopAip Aq peqy dwiuys spdpej, aansasd ay w spod Byp Auew pojwsaxdar 9¢ pog

‘SHLON
Anf pru Aey g / unu gg 0Log Lo £ e Apes o) judy py Ll
Anf Apes Ae v / wwig 1ol PLO} 2 e Apes o) judy piy I

udy prt oy
aun{ Aes e 91 / g cojg ZZ o1 6 e Aueg g
udy puu oy
Aeyy are] {1 OE /unugl 60150 ol ¥ SUDIRAISSTO 3105 vE Pue ZZ
. \PIEW 3je] O}
udy pru Yrew 1z / wu gl L 5 O €€ SUDeAIRSGD aJ0j3g 9g
umop/ip 21ep /sjnpe po (uosess afep) PRy
pod o awy), azis scedese winwipe Al synpe sjnpe pue ssjuaan| wopeRued puooss ood

(esenbs mpw /sienpiaipu)) xapu; Asuaq

vARsal] surel]
eurg ui sjood pops woy gesl Suunp peujuinpp paesped stunpide] o oureudp Aoisiy oy poziewed swos PIE AEL

page 38



Macroinvertebrates

Table 3.11.  Density index of Branchinecta conservatio given in individuals per cubic meter
of water. This is determined by estimating the valume of water sampled. Pools with
highest single density are ranked to the left. Collections made in poals 14, 18, 21, 29, 30, 36,
37, 4D & 41 did not contain this spedes,

Poal
22 35 1 17 34 38 16 42

[ 2]

4-Mar hkd
7-Mar
11-Mar 17 1
14-Mar 10
16-Mar 84
21-Mar
23-Mar 5
28-Mar 3
30-Mar 99 4
4-Apr 60
6-Apr
13-Apr 30 .
1B-Apr 3
20-Apr 3
25-Apr 35 0
27-Apr 6 18
2-May 9 0
4-May 12
9-May 0 -0 0
11-May | 0
13-May 3
18-May ] 0 ] e
23-May 0
25-May 0
29-May , Q
4-Jun a
B-Jun 0
13-Jun 0
16-Jun 0
23-Jun 0
7-Jul a

*  Pods also contained Linderella occidentalis.
**  Asingle Branchinecta male was observed and spedies verification was nct possible
*** Samples taken before the density technique was developed.
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Table 3.12. The number and percent of mature female
Branchinecta conservatio carrying cysts in egg sacs.
Restricted to collections of ten or more individuals.

percent  females

Date Poodno n mature >.5
female of total

16-Mar 35 139 48% NS
28-Mar 17 71 48% NS
30-Mar 22 36 53% NS
4-Apr 1 59 78% *
13-Apr 35 21 62% NS
25-Apr 1 33 64% NS
27-Apr 35 11 73% NS
2-May 17 14 71% NS
4-May 1 15 53% NS

NS = not significant (P>005);* P < 01:
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Linderiella occidentalis
Density index

The density indices for all collections of Linderiella occidentalis are provided
in Table 3.13. A density index was determined from one or more collection from
11 pools. Additional observations made on a series of pools next to Sheep Camp
Ditch, information from Shelly Kirn (personal communication), and records from
previous years (Syrdahl, 1993 and Alexander's personal observations) indicate that
four additional pools (14, 29, 30 and 40) potentially support Linderiella
occidentalis. Pools 1and 17 did not contain Linderiella occidentalis in 1995 and this
species was not observed in these pools in collections made in past years.

Branchinecta compared

Individual Cyzicus californicus were observed in Pools 17 and 22,

~ Although this collection technique does not develop a good density index for this
species, the sequential collections were frequent enough to project this species as
absent from the other pools considered. Table 3.14 considers the relative ability
to produce cysts for the four species of large Branchiopods observed during
spring 1995.

DISCUSSION
Lepidurus packardi

The Lepidurus packardi examined in the pan were in excellent shape. Activity
often made it hard to obtain a measurement of the carapace length. Mature
individuals appear strong enough to resist considerable manipulation during
collection. Changes in exoskeleton coloration and rigidity may indicate the
individuals are near death. The reduced active soft or gray individual Lepidurus
packardi could be individuals that have freshly molted ( personal communication,
Sean Gallagher). If the collection system damaged individuals, these collections
should have contained more damaged individuals. The collected individuals
also did not display atypical movement of the appendages.

Because individuals were collected and returned to the pool in viable
condition, it is conceivable but statistically unlikely that the same individuals
were collected on more than one date. Collections displaced by weeks can be
used to represent the continued growth through the season. This detailed
analysis of length measurements displays unique life history differences that
help identify hatching classes. These patterns produce different changes in size
class distributions in different pools during one year and differences in the same
pools during different years.
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Table 3.13. Denslty index for Linderiella occidentalis. Density is individuals per cubic meter
of water. Density was determined by estimating the valume of water sampled. Pools with
the highest single density are ranked to the left. Pools 1 and 17 have never contained

Linderiella occidentalis according to previous.dbservations by Alexander and those reported
by Syrdahl in 1992 (1993). '
_———

Pool
42 22 16 38 3B N 41 3 34 18 37 14 40

4-Mar * *
7-Mar 26
11-Mar 11 12
14-Mar 12
16-Mar 70
21-Mar ]
23-Mar 124
28-Mar
30-Mar  B47 149 29 3 *
4-Apr a0
6-Apr 5 0
13-Apr 102 6
18-Apr
20-Apr 82
25-Apr ' 1
27-Apr 73 13
2-May Q
4-May
9-May 0 30 0
11-May 4
13-May
18-May 0 1 0
23-May
25-May
29-May 0
*  Observed but no quantitative values determined.
** Individuals observed in this pool in 1995 by Shelly Kim.
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Table 314 Estimated relative cyst production of the Branchiopods collected from
Vina Plains Preserve These values were determined during 1995 from select pools

—“-—q___*-—‘m_uﬂ—“—b‘m

Lepidurus Branchinecta Lindereila Oydcus
Pool number packardy anservatio aidentalis aalifarnicus
17 H H-M A P
1 H H-M A A
35 H H H A
22 M H H P
36 L A L A
34 M L L A
16 L L H A
g M-L L _ H A
18 A L L A

H High cyst production estimated for 1995,

M Medium cyst production estimated for 1995.
L Low cyst production estimated for 1995.

P Present (cyst production nat estimated)

A Absent
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First generation adults kept growing and a few representatives of the first
generation were collected as the second generation individuals come into the
collections. This allowed the production of very large individuals (Table 3.10).
The number of cysts produced keeps increasing as individuals get larger. The
so-called second generation could also represent a second hatch of cysts from the
cyst bank. If this did occur it would be anticipated to be triggered by physical
factors such as a heavy rain. Ahl (1983) demonstrated the ability of tadpole
shrimp to produce viable cysts that hatch during the same pond cycle. Her
laboratory experimentation illustrated a hatch strongly controlled by

temperature with over 70% hatch at 10° C and around 10% hatch at 20° C.
These observations by Ahl (1983) and the sequential nature of these observations
support the second generation hypothesis.

Individuals with cysts were observed in all collections indicating there
were at least some first generation adults depositing cysts before the collection
system was initiated. The collection of small juvenile individuals was taken to
indicate a time following cyst hatch. Depending on pool temperature and food
availability, it is assumed to take a few weeks for these newly hatched
individuals to reach minimum adult size.

The last prereproductives were collected in quantitative collections in
Pools 35, 17 and 1 during the first week of May. One 9 mm individual
(considered prereproductive) was observed out of 56 dead individuals measured
during the day of total mortality in Pools 22 and 34. Although physical factors
were not measured on that day, this population mortality was potentially caused
by the low dissolved oxygen associated with higher water temperatures.

The late season collections in the three larger pools were dominantly
second generation adults with a few large adults representing first generation
individuals. Alexander observed surface mortality of a few individuals, similar
to Pools 22 and 34, in Pool 35 on 9 June. One individual was collected from
Pool 1 on 13 June and no individuals were collected with the same effort on 23
June, although one moribund individual was observed on the surface that day.
Pool 17, the deepest pool, maintained a very low density through the collection
of 16 June and no individuals were collected in July. It is assumed that the
remaining individuals in these Pools ( 1 and 17) were eventually killed by
similar environmental factors that caused the 18 May mortality in shallower
pools and the mortality observed on 9 June in Pool 35. It is also assumed that the
cysts on the dead individuals were viable.

These 1995 observations indicate that the pools can be grouped into three
groups on the basis of Lepidurus packardi life history patterns: 1. The larger pools
(1, 17 and 35) appear to have the largest cyst contribution by both first and
second generation individuals. 2. The two medium pools (22 and 34) have
smaller adults, and, most of the second generation became adults before
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mortality. 3. The smaller pools (36 and a number of other pools) have reduced
cyst production by first and second generation adults.

Branchinecta conservatio

The Branchinecta conservatio populations disappeared from the pools
before the water had completely evaporated. The last collection date involved
only a few individuals with low density that could be missed in a spot survey.
With the exception of Pool 42, which contained a single male Branchinecta in the
sample, all these collections involved females as well as males. At late season
dates, after the populations were gone, there was no way, other than by habitat
characteristics, to determine if this species breeds in a pool. The highest density
estimates were observed in early season collections in the same pools that
contained individuals into late April or early May (Pools 1, 22, 35, and 17). This
species was only observed after the first of May at low densities in two pools
(Pools 1 and 17). Individuals were mature at the first collection in March and
premature individuals were not collected. As a result, these populations did not
receive any new individuals after the collection program was initiated. The drop
in density represents mortality. In Pool 35, the density in late April was only
15% of the density in the first March collection (Figure 3.2). Although
individuals are apparently continually producing additional cysts, the cyst
production during the early high density periods will make the largest
contribution to the cyst bank. The one collection without a 1:1 sex ratio (Table
3.12) potentially represents a collection made before all the females were mature
enough to have visible cysts in the egg sac. The presence of cysts in all the other
females, can be interpreted to indicate a rapid replacement of any cysts that are
ejected into the pool water. '

This collection effort concentrated on a limited number of pools and did
not survey all the pools on the preserve. Syrdahl (1993) reported on Branchinecta
conservatio in seven of the 14 pools she considered in 1992 and her collection
records indicate that three of these contained only a few individuals. The
observations with major populations in only four pools (1, 17, 22 and 35)
supports these observations. The three pools that had low numbers of
Branchinecta conservatio appear to be populations maintained by dispersal from
the larger pools. These three pools (16, 34 and 38) are all located within 50
meters of the large pools. During 1995, there was a water connection between 16
and 17 (personal communication, Sean Gallagher) which may account for this
dispersal. In 1992 Syrdahl did not observe any Branchinecta conservatio in Pool
16.

Special collections will be required to establish the presence of viable
populations in many pools. It would be beneficial to have taken voucher
specimens of the only two Branchinecta that were collected in Pool 38 because
Syrdahl reported Branchinecta lynchi from this pool. However, this would have
involved the preservation of the only two individuals (one male and one female).
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observed in this small pool, which is against good conservation principles. Field
observations of the individuals, without microscopic aid, indicated that they
were Branchinecta conservatio.; however, the collection analysis indicates that
more specific care should be used. If this research is renewed, the observations
made in midsize pools that should receive specific effort to eliminate this
confusion.

Some of the dead Branchinecta conservatio were corpses with aquatic fungi
forming a film on the exoskeletons, indicating they had been dead or dying |
before capture. It is unlikely that the collection technique facilitated the
predation of Branchinecta conservatio by Lepidurus packardi because of the large
number of individuals captured where no predation was observed. The two
cases where predation was clearly observed involved large parts of the fairy
shrimp already consumed. It is hard to believe that this level of consumption can
be achieved in the minute or two time gap between collection and observation.
However, the potential for the collecting system to facilitate a natural predation
pattern cannot be completely removed.

General discussion

The Branchiopods considered in this study initiated their development
after a cold-water flooding of pool basins. These species take several weeks to
mature. The collections in this survey were initiated after the pools had eight to
ten weeks of inundation. This aquatic phase previous to the collection program
included an interstorm period with some solar warming of pools. As a result,
this study did not have to contend with the collection and identification of early
developmental stages.

The collection technique described allows a series of replicate collections
where individual macroinvertebrates are retained in water samples, observed
and returned to the pool in only a few minutes. Net mesh size, as well as
population density, will determine how frequently a net should be examined. A
course net is less likely to become jammed with organisms and non living
material collected in the net. Although two meters is a good general value,
common sense should be used to determine when a net is full because pool
conditions will vary. Additional problems will develop if collections are made
earlier in the year when collections of early developmental stages will require a
finer mesh net. These collections will also have high density of other
invertebrates such as copepods. Shallow pools with high algal growth, emergent
vegetation, or large insect communities will also potentially require a modified
collection technique.

The staggered collection times and the differences between pools make a
statistical comparison of density indices suspect. A comparison of density
indices between pools requires the difficult determination that the populations
are at the same life history stage at the time of collection. Individual pools are
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different from each other because of a variety of factors including the more
obvious differences in flooding history. This means that collections in a pool
complex taken at the same date are actually examining population at different
life history stages.

These populations have an aggregated pattern with large numbers in a
few collections and numerous collections without individuals. This observation
of aggregation indicates that reliable population estimates will require a very
large number of samples. Beyond this problem, determining the number of
individuals per collection effort is less effective unless the volume of the pond is
also estimated. The astatic nature of vernal pools means that low densities can
be caused by a rapid increase in pool volume. A test of this hypothesis would
require detailed information on pool volume determined at the same time the
collections were made. The irregular nature of many pool basins requires
considerably more effort than simply determining pool depth and width in a few
select locations.

The collection of corpses of previously deceased individual Branchinecta
conservatio and apparently moribund Lepidurus packardi indicates that mortality
occurs besides predation. The collection and observation of these inactive dead
and moribund individuals attests to the efficiency of this collection technique

It is hard to find a common pattern when considering all species. The
largest pools are the most important for both Lepidurus packardi and Branchinecta
conservatio. Because the reproductive activity of Branchinecta conservatio is
completed earlier in the season, Pool 22 is also important. The absence of
Linderiella occidentalis from the two larger pools (1 and 17) is striking. The
density differences of Branchinecta conservatio between the two populations with
and without Linderiella occidentalis are not great but the two larger pools with
only one Anostraca actually had lower observed densities. The observation of a
water connection that could carry Branchinecta conservatio from Pool 17 to 16 is
interesting because Linderiella occidentalis was not found in Pool 17. A partial
explanation relates to the direction of water movement at the time of connection
(from 17 to 16). If Linderiella occidentalis did move from 16 to 17 during the 1995
water connection, the density in Pool 17 was too low to detect. Considering the
possibility of bird, as well as water transport, it appears that Linderiella
occidentalis does not survive in Pool 17 (or Pool 1).

The Anostraca at Vina and elsewhere appear to form a series in terms of
habitat selection. Branchinecta conservatio depends upon the larger pools,
although it is also found in medium size pools. Linderiella occidentalis is found in
medium size pools, and Branchinecta lynchi is found only in the smaller pools
(Gallagher 1996, Syrdahl 1993)

These observations indicate the importance of considering life history
dynamics of individual species in a variety of pool types when considering
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management and preservation strategies. The problem of estimating population
size becomes fundamental to understanding the impact of specific species on
energy flow and nutrient cycling. Population size information is also basic to
determining the impacts of predation. These issues cannot be restricted to the
consideration of single pools. Many vernal pool invertebrates form
metapopulations with dispersal between pools and have the potential of
hatching diapause stages produced years previously.

These large populations with their unique dispersal and diapause
characteristics will be anticipated to have a very high heterozygosity and the
problems of genetic restriction so common with endangered vertebrates will be
unlikely. The large numbers of individuals indicate that the unique habitat
characteristics are more important for species preservation than concern about
individual organisms.
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Chapter 4
VASCULAR PLANTS

Three major objectives were established prior to fieldwork: 1. to
produce maps for all the known populations of rare plants (Chamaesyce
hooveri, Orcuttia pilosa, O. tenuis, and Tuctoria greenei) on the main tract of
the Vina Plains Preserve, and to provide population descriptions based on
measures of frequency and density in these pools, 2. to numerically
characterize the overall plant communities in these pools containing rare
plants and in other selected nearby pools throughout the main tract of the
Preserve, and 3. to coordinate information on the plants with information
on the macroinvertebrates to produce descriptions of vernal pool
communities and ecosystem function, and to use this synthesis to make
management recommendations for vernal pools here.

METHODS

Pools chosen for study included nine pools known to contain
populations of at least one of the four rare plant species (Broyles 1983), and
nine additional pools spaced throughout the preserve. Rare plant
populations were not ready for study until late spring and summer, but
general vascular plant community analysis was started in March and
continued through early August 1995. Work was carried out after each pool
dried down and the plants within it were reproducing.

Spring plant communities

A single white-flagged transect crossing from east to west was used in
each pool. This transect was subjectively placed near the center (north-south),
where it would potentially cross through a deep or the deepest part of the
pool, and it would not overlap with the yellow-flagged macroinvertebrate

transect. Data collected on this transect are referred to as “spring transect
data.”

To obtain frequency for each species, a 0.01 m* wire sampliing frame
was laid down as a quadrat at the beginning of each meter on the transect
tape, and presence of all species was recorded on a field data sheet for each
quadrat (Appendix 1, Field form for spring). Frequency for each species was
then estimated for the pool, as the proportion of quadrats occupied on the
entire transect. Additional species that did not occur in quadrats were
recorded for each pool.

To obtain crude density for a species that had countable, individual
plant bodies, all individuals were counted in the 0.01 m? quadrat, at each
meter along the entire transect. Density was then estimated (for most
species) by averaging the count in all 0.01 m? quadrats, and multiplying times
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100, to give results in terms of mean plants per square meter. Counts of
individuals were not made, and density was not estimated, for several species
with sprawling plant bodies (e.g., Callitriche and Marsilea) or for species with
potential vegetative off-sets below the soil surface (e.g., Isoetes and Pilularia).

The four rare species, if seen as pre-reproductives in the spring
transects, were listed as being present but were not further analyzed or
graphed to describe the spring plant communities. A more-detailed analysis
was carried out for these rare species reproducing during the summer, after
most other plants in the pool basins had dried up and the pool floors were
surface-dry.

Summer plant communities containing the rare species

A series of paralle] transects was used in the summer to determine
frequency and density for rare plants. In the largest pools, parallel east-west
running transects were laid down every 10 meters from north to south to
cover the entire pool. In smaller pools, east-west transects were used every 5
meters {(every meter in one case), and in several cases, only the portion of the
pool containing the rare plants was sampled with transects.

To obtain frequency for rare plants, species presence was recorded in
0.05 m? quadrats, every meter along all transects in a pool (Appendix 2, Field
form for summer). Frequency for each species was then estimated for the
pool, as the proportion of quadrats occupied on all the transects in that pool.
The transects and quadrats were recorded in the proper sequence on a
worksheet in Microsoft Excel 5, to produce maps for each rare species in each
pool.

To obtain density, stratified-random sampling was carried out, where a
number from 1-10 (or 1-5 in smaller pools) was chosen randomly within each
10-meter segment (or 5-meter segment in smaller pools) of each transect. At
each of these points all 1nd1v1duals of rare species were counted in the 0.05 m’
quadrat. Counts in all 0.05 m” quadrats were averaged, and crude density for
the pool was then estimated by multiplying times 20, to give results in terms
of mean plants per square meter.

Mean plants per square meter was multiplied by the estimated total
square meters in the pool bed to give an estimate for total population size for
the pool. If a rare species occurred in a restricted portion of a pool, mean
plants per square meter was mulnphed by the size of that region for the
estimate of total population size. '

In addition, during the summer sampling of rare species, presence (but
not density) was recorded for all late-flowering or still-green vascular plants

page 51



Vascular plants

(e.g., Marsilea, Eryngium, Convoloulus, Xanthium). Additional species that
did not occur in quadrats were also recorded for each pool.

RESULTS
Summer plant communities containing the rare species

Since emphasis in this study is focused on the rare species, data on
vascular plant communities in the nine pools sampled during the summer of
1995 are presented here first. Maps for the rare plants, and also for the most
common associated species, are shown in Figures 4.1-4.27. All maps have
north at the top of the page. Each dotted line represents the width of the pool
at that location. All light and bold symbols are one meter apart east-west
(horizontally). Maps for Tuctoria greenei in Pools 14 (Figures 4.5 and 4.6), 22
(Figures 4.13 and 4.14) and 37 (Figures 4.26 and 4.27) cover only the areas in
these pool basins where this species was found. Estimates of density and total
population size are given for the rare species (Table 4.1), and frequency
measurements are given for both rare and associated species (Tables 4.2-4.3).

Locations in pools, and frequencies, for rare plant populations

Maps are presented for the nine study pools chronologically, by pool
number. Each rare species has a map for it that shows the quadrats of
occurrence on each of the pool transects, and is thus shown in relation to the
total pool size (e.g., Chamaesyce hooveri in Pool 1, Figure 4.1). Then each of
these maps for a rare species, and also a map for each major associated species
is presented in a condensed form, where only the transects are shown and the
intervening unsampled areas are omitted (see e.g., Chamaesyce hooveri in
Pool 1, Figure 4.3). All of these smaller maps are to scale according to width of
the pool, and are thus directly comparable as to transect length east to west
(right to left). But these maps vary as to degree of “condensation” in the
north to south direction (top to bottom); thus pool length is not directly
comparable from pool to pool (in some cases the transects were separated by
9 m and other cases by 4 m, etc.). Frequency (as proportion of quadrats
occupied) is listed on each map.

Chamaesyce hooveri was found more or less throughout the four
pools where it occurred (Figures 4.1, 4.7, 4.17 and 4.21) in 1995. However, in
Pool 1, the largest pool on the Vina Plains Preserve, C. hooveri was clearly
most frequent in the northern half of the pool (Figures 4.1 and 4.3) whereas
Orcuttia pilosa, the other rare species growing with it, was most frequent in
the southern half (Figure 4.2 and 4.3).

Orcuttia pilosa tended to be widely distributed in pools where it
occurred (see also Figure 4.8, 4.18 and 4.22).
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Figure 4.1. Pool 1, Vina Plains Preserve. Chamaesyce hooveri presence (bold marks in 420
of the 2997 quadrats shown), on 33 E-W transects, 10 meters apart N-5, covering the entire
pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced 1 meter apart on a transect.

sjueld Ie[ndsep



.....................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................

LML, e smsaupau- - L. - -
..................... - R R
......................... - - -

i eE——— ——— - -
B T LU TR TR T T - - - -
R i msemm—Ly ey
- [ el el Rt -

$G 28ed

.....................

Figure 4.2. Pool 1, Vina Plains Preserve. Orcuttia pilosa presence (bold marks in 691 of the
2997 quadrats shown), on 33 E-W transects, 10 meters apart N-5, covering the entire pool.
Symbols represent quadrats spaced 1 meter apart on a transect.
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Vascular plants

Chamaecsyce hooveri
(in 420 of 2997 quadrats)

Orcuttia pilosa
(in 691 of 2997 quadrats)

Eryngium castrense
(in 471 of 2997 quadrats)

Marsilea vestita
(in 1501 of 2997 quadrats)

Figure 4.3. Pool 1, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks among
the 2997 quadrats shown) on 33 E-W transects, in condensed views for the
pool, showing transects only (with all 9-meter distances separating the

transects from N-S omitted).
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Asclepias fascicularis
(in 2 of 2997 quadrats)

Convolvulus arvensis
(in 51 of 2997 quadrats)

Xanthium strumarium
(in 5 of 2997 quadrats)

.......

......

Proboéddea louisianica
(in 43 of 2997 quadrats)

Figure 4.4. Pool 1, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks among
the 2997 quadrats shown) on 33 E-W transects, in condensed views for the
pool, showing transects only (with all 9-meter distances separating the
transects from N-S omitted).
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Figure 4.5. Region on the north side of Pool 14, Vina Plains Preserve, that
containedTuctoria greenei (bold marks in 46 of the 145 quadrats shown) on 6
E-W transects, 5 meters apart N-S. Although the area shown covered most of
the population, about 20 individual plants were found scattered in other parts
of the pool.
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Tuctoria greenei R TP SR
(in 46 Of 145 quadrats) Franasrasrrernommints Tl
Eryngium castrense e e B e
(in 95 Of 145 quadrats) R L S e TR L T
Marsilea vestita U
(in 39 of 145 quadrats) SEfiEunibitiit,

Eremocarpus setigerus
{in 15 of 145 quadrats)

Figure 4.6. Region on the north side of Pool 14, Vina Plains Preserve. Species
. presence (bold marks among the 145 quadrats shown) on 6 E-W transects, in
condensed views (in region of the pool that was sampled for Tuctoria
greenei.), showing transects only (with all 4-meter distances separating the
transects N-S omitted).
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Figure 4.7. Pool 17, Vina Plains Preserve. Chamaesyce hooveri presence (bold marks in
17 of the 2824 quadrats shown), on 29 E-W transects, 10 meters apart N-5, covering the
entire pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced 1 meter apart on a transect.
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Figure 4.8. Pool 17, Vina Plains Preserve. Orcuttia pilosa presence (bold marks in 1135 of
the 2824 quadrats shown), on 29 E-W transects, 10 meters apart N-5, covering the entire
pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced 1 meter apart on a transect.
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Vascular plants

Chamaesyce hooveri
(in 17 of 2824 quadrats)

Orcuttia p:losa
{in 1135 of 2824 quadrats}

Eryngium castrense “5=3 it e
(in 783 of 2824 quadrats)

A

Marsilea vestita - UL TE PR
(in 228 of 2824 quadrats)

Figure 4.9. Pool 17, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks
among the 2824 quadrats shown) on 29 E-W transects, in condensed views for
the pool, showing transects only (with all 9-meter distances separating the
transects N-5 omitted).
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Convolvulus arvensis
(in 1254 of 2824 quadrats)

Xanthium strumarium
(in 838 of 2824 quadrats)

Asclepias fascicularis IR R s
(in 48 of 2824 quadrats)

Proboscidea louisianica
(in 4 of 2824 quadrats)

Aristida oligantha R e A R e R L A
(in 27 of 2824 quadrats)

Figure 4.10. Pool 17, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks
among the 2824 quadrats shown) on 29 E-W transects, in condensed views for
the pool, showing transects only (with all 9-meter distances separating the
transects N-S omitted).
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Figure 4.11. Pool 21, Vina Plains Preserve. Tuctoria greenei presence (bold
- marks in 52 of the 828 quadrats shown) on 20 E-W transects, 5 meters apart
N-§, covering the entire pool. The symbols represent quadrants spaced 1
meter apart on a transect. '
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Tuctoria greenei
(in 52 of 828 quadrats)

Eryngium castrense
(in 321 of 838 quadrats)

Marsilea vestita
(in 331 of 828 quadrats)

Figure 4.12. Pool 21, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold me.u-ks
among the 828 quadrats shown) on 20 E-W transects, in condensed views for
the pool, showing transects only (with all 4-meter distances separating the
transects from N-S omitted).
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Figure 4.13. Region of Pool 22, Vina Plains Preserve that contained Tuctoria
greenei (bold marks in 126 of the 352 quadrats shown), on 8 E-W transects, 10
meters apart N-5, covering the eastern half of the pool only. Symbols
represent quadrats spaced 1 meter apart on a transect.
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Tuctoria greenei
(in 126 of 356 quadrats)

Eryngium castrense = X §
{in 317 of 356 quadrats) ' - =5

Marsilea vestita
(in 52 of 356 quadrats)

Eremocarpus setigerus
(in 32 of 356 quadrats)

Figure 4.14. Region of Pool 22, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold
marks among the 356 quadrats shown) on 8 E-W transects, in condensed
views (for the eastern half of the pool that was sampled for Tuctoria greenei),

showing transects only (with all 9-meter distances separating the transects N-
S omitted).
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Figure 4.15. Pool 29, Vina Plains Preserve. Orcuttia tenuis presence (bold
marks in 172 of the 414 quadrats shown), on 11 E-W transects, 5 meters apart
N-5, covering the entire pool. The symbols represent quadrats spaced 1 meter
apart on a transect.
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Orcuttia tenuis
(in 172 of 414 quadrats)

Marsilea vestita
(in 96 of 414 quadrats)

Eryngium castrense
(in 2 of 414 quadrats)

Figure 4.16. Pool 29, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks
among the 414 quadrats shown), on 11 E-W transects, in condensed views for
the pool, showing trnasects only (with all 4-meter distances separating the
transects from N-S omitted).
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Figure 4.17. Pool 34, Vina Plains Preserve. Chamaesyce hooveri presence
(bold marks in 38 of the 808 quadrats shown), on 15 E-W transects, 5 meters

apart N-5, covering the entire pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced 1
meter apart on a transect
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Figure 4.18. Pool 34, Vina Plains Preserve. Orcuttia pilosa presence (bold
marks in 452 of the 808 quadrats shown), on 15 E-W transects, 5 meters apart
N-§, covering the entire pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced 1 meter
apart on a transect.
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Chamaesyce hooveri
(in 38 of 808 quadrats)

Orcuttia pilosa
(in 452 of 808 quadrats)

Eryngium castrense
(in 252 of 808 quadrats)

Marsilea vestita
(in 26 of 808 quadrats)

Figure 4.19. Pool 34, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks
among the 808 quadrats shown) on 15 E-W transects, in condensed views for
the pool, showing transects only (with all 4-meter distances separating the
transects from N-5 omitted).
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Eremocarpus setigerus
(in 12 of 808 quadrats)

Convolvulus arvensis
(in 9 of 808 quadrats)

Amaranthus albus
(in 68 of 808 quadrats)

Figure 4.20. Pool 34, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks
among the 808 quadrats shown) on 15 E-W transects, in condensed views for

the pool, showing transects only (with all 4-meter distances separating the
transects from N-S omitted).
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Figure 4.21. Pool 35, Vina Plains Preserve. Chamaesyce hooveri presence (bold marks in
17 of the 1684 quadrats shown), on 21 E-W transects, 10 meters apart N-5 (except the last 4

transects only 5 m apart N-S), covering the entire pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced
1 meter apart on a transect.
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Figure 4.22. Pool 35, Vina Plains Preserve. Orcuttia pilosa presence (bold marks in 923 of
the 1684 quadrats shown), on 21 E-W transects, 10 meters apart N-5 (except the last 4
transects only 5 m apart N-S), covering the entire pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced
1 meter apart on a transect.
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Figure 4.23. Pool 35, Vina Plains Preserve. Tuctoria greenei presence (bold marks in 80 of
the 1684 quadrats shown), on 21 E-W transects, 10 meters apart N-5 (except the last 4

transects only 5 m apart N-5), covering the entire pool. Symbols represent quadrats spaced
1 meter apart on a transect.
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Chamaesyce hooveri
(in 17 of 1684 quadrats)

 Orcuttia pilosa
(in 923 of 1684 quadrats)

Tuctoria greenei
(in 80 of 1684 quadrats)

Eryngium castrense
(in 336 of 1684 quadrats)

Figure 4.24. Pool 35, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks
among the 1684 quadrats shown) on 21 E-W transects, in condensed views for

the pool, showing transects only (with all distances separating the transects
from N-5 omitted).
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Marsilea vestita

(in 723 of 1684 quadrats . '—'—':"_"" e

Asclepias fascicularis
(in 40 of 1684 quadrats)

Convolvulus arvensis
(in 12 of 1684 quadrats)

Amaranthus albus
(in 22 of 1684 quadrats)

Figure 4.25. Pool 35, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence (bold marks
among the 1684 quadrats shown) on 21 E-W transects, in condensed views for

the pool, showing transects only (with all distances separating the transects
from N-S omitted).
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1 7
- 9
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Figure 4.26. Region of Pool 37, Vina Plains Preserve, that contained Tuctoria
greenei plants (1319 total), in a 15 m X 13 m area on the west side of the pool.
Each symbol represents one square meter.
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(in 85 of 195 quadrats)
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(indicated by X) in the 195 square meters sampled on the west side of the pool.
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Figure 4.27. Region of Pool 37, Vina Plains Preserve. Species presence
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Orcuttia tenuis , in its only occurrence on the Preserve, was mainly in
the southern (deeper) half of Pool 29 (Figure 4.15).

Tuctoria greenei had the most varied pattern of occurrence. It
occurred abundantly throughout the eastern half only, in Poal 22 (Figure
4.13). In nearby Pool 37, it occurred in an elliptical area of about 195 m?
(Figure 4.26). In its other three occurrences, T. greenei occurred in crescent-
shaped areas, at the north side around incoming drainage (Pool 14, Figure
4.5), or at south sides where there are deep-crackmg clay soils (Pool 21, Figure
4.11; Pool 35, Figure 4.23). The Tuctoria greenei crescent in the large Pool 35
overlapped with areas of both Chamaesyce hooveri and Orcuttia pllosa--the :
only sympatric occurrence of three rare plant species on the Preserve in 1995.

Frequency is illustrated for all four species throughout all the pools of
occurrence in Figure 4.28. This figure illustrates differences in population
patterns within and between pools. Pool 35 is the only pool that contains
three of the summer rare species (Chamaesyce hooveri, Tuctoria greenei,
Orcuttia pilosa ), and pool 29 the only occurrence of Orcuttia tenuis .

Densities and estimated total population sizes for rare species

All rare plants that were mapped and sampled for density are
summarized in Table 4.1. As indicated by the maps of the rare species, the
plants never occurred uniformly throughout a pool. Hence, the density
measurements are referred to as “crude,” since they are based on averages that
have included many zero measurements for broad regions where they were
not in samples on the transects. Table 4.1 indicates, for several populations,
where the crude density was calculated only for the transects in those portions
or sides of a pool occupied by the plants (e.g., Tuctoria greenei in Pool 35,

- Figure 4.23 and Orcuttia tenuis in Pool 29, Figure 4.15).

Table 4.1 also lists estimates of total population sizes for the rare
species, and these population size estimates are shown graphically in Figure
4.29. Although variable from pool to pool, Orcuttia pilosa is clearly the most
abundant rare plant on the Preserve.

Locations in pools, and frequencies, for associates of the rare species

The maps (Figures 4.1 to 4.27) and Tables 4.2 and 4.3 show that the
summer-flowering rare plant populations had several native and several
.exotic associates growing with them in 1995. Eryngium castrense was the
most consistent native associate with the rare species, but varied as to degree
of overlap. For example, Pool 22 (Figure 4.14) and Pool 34 (Figure 4.19) show
E. castrense sympatric with Tuctoria greenei or Orcuttia pilosa (both grow
well in deep clayey soils), but Pools 1 (Figure 4.3) and 17 (Figure 4.9) both tend
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Table 4. 2. Species observed in summer plant communities in the nine vernal pools con-
taining populations of the rare plants, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995, Several additional
species, seen only 1 or 2 times in one or several pools, have not been included {e.g, Rumex
crispus, Mollugo verticillata, Heliotropium europaeum). X indicates presence in a pool.

Pool
Species .
1 14 17 21 22 29 34 35 37
Rare Plants
Chamaesyce hooveri X - X - - - X X -
Orcuttia pilosa X - X - - - X X -
Orcuttia tenuis - - - R -
Tuctoria greenei ' - X X X - - X X
Other Native plants
Aristida oligantha X X X X - - X X X
Asclepias fascicularis X - X - - - X X X
Chamaesyce ocellata Xx - X X - X X X X
Eremocarpus setigerus X X X X X X X X X
Eryngium castrense X X X X X X X X X
Hemizonia fitchii X X x X - X X - -
Marsilea vestita X X X X X X X X X
Exotic Plants
Amaranthus albus X - X -~ X X X X X
Convolvulus arvensis ‘ X X X - - - X X -
Crypsis schoneoides - X X X - X - X -
Proboscidea louisianica X - X - - X X -
Xanthium strumarium X - X X X - - - -
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to show the Eryngium mainly peripheral in the pool, and with less overlap
with the rare species.

The Eryngium and other summer associates sampled with the rare
species help illustrate how biologically unique the different pools are here
(see Tables 4.2 and 4.3, as well as the maps cited below). The native perennial
Asclepias fascicularis was found in both deeper (Pool 17, Figure 4.10) and
shallower (Pool 37, Figure 4.27) pools. The native grassland annual,
Eremocarpus setigerus (Euphorbiaceae) had a only few individuals recorded
in most pools sampled, but the shallow Pool 37 had this species in 162 of the
195 quadrats sampled for Tuctoria. (Figure 4.27).

The maps (Figures 4.1 to 4.27) and Tables 4.2 and 4.3 show interesting
and non-conforming patterns from pool to pool, when the non-native species
occurring with the rare plants here are examined. Several of the pools
showed a low frequency of occurrence for the perennial, Convolvulus
arvensis: (ie., in 51 of 2997 quadrats, for a frequency of .02 in Pool 1; Figure
4.4; and in 9 of 808 quadrats, for a frequency of .01 in Pool 34; Figure 4.20). But
in Pool 17, the deepest pool on the preseve, and one that harbors Chamaesyce
and Orcuttia pilosa, the Convolvulus occupied 1254 of the 2824 quadrats, for a
frequency of .44 (Figure 4.10). Similarly, few plants of the (presumed) non-
native annual, Xanthium strumarium, occurred in Pool 1 (Figure 4.4) and in
Pool 34 (no figure), but in the deep Pool 17 this plant was well dispersed, and
occurred in 833 of 2824 quadrats, for a higher frequency of .30 (Figure 4.10).
Additional non-native annuals, Amaranthus albus (Pool 34, Figure 4.20) and
Proboscidia louisianica (Pool 34, no figure and Pool 1, Figure 4.4), occurred in
low frequencies. Other species not mapped that occurred incidentally or in
only several quadrats in one or more pools are listed in Tables 4.2 and 4.3.

Spring Plant Communities in Pools of the Vina Plains Preserve,
based on single-transect analysis in 1995

A single, more or less centrally located transect was studied intensively
to characterize each of 18 pools, in terms of their spring vegetation. Species
found within quadrats on these transects are shown in Table 4.4; Table 4.5 also
shows these species from the transects, but also lists other species observed in
the pool off the transects.

There were several problems in indentification of taxa for these tables,
the most complicated of which involved Downingia species. Three species,
as indicated in both Table 4.4 and 4.5, were found in the pools as a group. But
many of the transects included Downingia plants past flower, and in a few
cases included plants still in unopened bud, and since these could not be
determined to species with certainty, they had to be grouped as “"Downingia
species” for analysis of the spring transect data and for presentation in graphs.
Similarly, “Epilobium spp.” is used because barely-flowering or pre-flowering

page 88



Vascular plants

oo X X X - - - X X x - X - x - X - x - punaunf
s - X - X X - X - - - - X - X - - - omgaun(
L X X X X X - X X X - X X X x X X - - na10308]
£ - - X X - - - - - - - - X - - - - - qeioodiy
1 - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - NneID
a4 x X X X X x Xx X x x x x - X X X X X 1eyulg
9 - X X X - - - - - X - X - - - X - - nagumrg
sE X X X X X X X - - "X X X - X X X X X "ddsnda
v - - X - X - - - - - - - - X - X - - WOeNO03[T
1 - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - nupN03[g
9T X X X X - X X X Xx Xx X x x - X x x x -ddsumoq
I - X X X xX X X - X - X X X - - - X - nreqsI
m ox x X - - X X - x - X -~ X - X X X - amops)
4 - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - X - *ddgdAny
I X X X X .- X X X x - - x x - X - X - enbyser)
4 - - - X - - - - - - - - - X - - - - AryAuUO)
z - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - X  AocHoEy)
6 - X X X - - x x x - - - X X x - - - SrepITed
£ - - - X X - - - - - - - - X - - - - piojjuorg
or - X - X X - X X X - X X - - - X - X sasjporg
z - - - - - - - - X - - - X - - - - - nueNuR|g
z - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X X dELIEY
L X - X - - - X - - - X - - - X X X - aegdory
z - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - X - oWApY

sappads ] sapadg
5ad g6 8 L& 9 SE B IE O 6 T TIZ W 8 & St L% 1

sjood JaqunN jood

oL

“sjoasuelr} jood

3yl JO YOea uj I[qeyHUIP] SIWIRIWOS Atam sapads yoiym ajedipur of ‘[ood yoea 1oj [e10) saads ayy mofeq urede paysif are seBumop
YL "s[e10} 3Y) JOJ uoxe) o se L[uo pajunod are Ly pue Burdwres sy Juunp paysmIunsip aq Jou pnod senpraIpul ffe adurs 3jqe)
s wy ,, dds o18utumoqg,, se aspadoy paisy are mSuumocq jo sapads aaryy YL Gy JqeL JO pud 3y 1e pajsy] ate saweu ajdwo)
2ayiida aywads ayy jo s1ana[ Inoy 1811y 2y 4G pamojioy aweu dpauad ayy Jo SISHI[ INOJ ISIY Y} YIIM ‘pIreraasqqe are saureu sapadg
"G “6€ 100J ‘EF “8€ [00d ‘68 “ZE 190 ‘111 “9€ 100 ‘FOL ‘SE [00d ‘¥4 ‘¥E 100d ‘8L “1€ 100d ‘€€ “0€ 100d ‘9T ‘62 100d 66 ‘TT 100d ‘1€ “BIZ [00d

%66 17 1004 ‘91 ‘81 1004 ‘0L “Z1 190d ‘¥6 "ST 100d ‘601 ‘1 100d ‘TZ ‘¥ 100 ‘6G1 ‘L 1004 :are [ood yoea 10§ 1d3sues} ayy uf sjespenb jo siaquinN
‘G661 ‘oatasal] sure] euiA ‘sjood g 10} spoesueny Suuds aw up punoj sjueld temosea jo s1aquinu [e30) ayy pue ‘saweu sapadg 'y dlqel

page 89



Vascular plants

™ N o M) oyl N oW

» X >

>

» oo

=

w K

b S

P X X > ®x L

oo X

E I >

S

b

» XX

> X > > »

>

» o= >

>

|

nOuMog
denjumeq
odjgumo(q

suesj eIl
nggjuex
I3 Jordp
PIEMILL
edaqypL
ndeguael
SAHEPIS
Fa10154
AdqIISd
ydyzo3oeg
nsdela
nwynd
oI dnI0
anapeaey
WNsod
S LA
ISIASIEW
npel
Snogquuryg
waxgfey
qej0ise]
wIrgIse]

page 90



Vascular plants

ST X X X X X X X - - X X X - X X X X X PoRda
6 - - X - X '¢ - - - X - X - X - X X X PRI
I - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - . - - nupNo3[a
L X X X - - - - - - - X - - X X - X - nwoumoq
41 - X X X - - X X X X X X X - X X - - dsnyumeq
£1 X X X X - X . X X X X X - - X X - X opqumeq
141 - X X X X X X - X - X X X - X - X - nreqrsag
o1 X X X - - - X - X - X - X - X X X - IMOFPEND
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X =dgadsd
L - - - X X - - - X - - X - X - X X - ~ddgd4ry
154 X b ¢ X X - X X X X - - X X - b'¢ X X - enbyser)
9 - - - X X X - - - - - - - X - X - X ATV AUDD)
6 - X X - X X - - X - - X X X X - - - PAQuUrE)
g - - - X X X - - - - - - - X - - - X AQopuTeY)
I - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - )
6 - x'x x - - x Xx x =+ - - x x x - - - Srepired
€ - - - X X - - - - - - - - X - - - - propworg
4 | - X - X X X X X X - X X X - - X - X saypoig
4 - - - - - - - - X - - - X - - - - - nuENUIE
9 - - X - X X - - - - - . - X - - X X aseLPI8Y
L - - X - X X - - - - - X - X - X - b '¢ Snosuv
8 - X X - X X - - X X - - - . X - - X eqyrewy
1t X X X X X X X - - - X - - - X X X - aegdoyy
T - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - duyiny
£ - - - - - - X - - - - - - X - X - PPy

sapads sapadg
10§ 66 8 LE 9 SE B IE O 6T T *FIT I 8T L SI ¥ v I

s100d Rquny [oog

TEI0L

*a[qe) ay) Jo pua ay) Je pajsi| a1e saweu djdwo)

-1aynds oywads ay) Jo s13)33] Inoj Js1ty ay) Aq pamojjoy sureu duduad 3y} JO SISNI[ INOJ ISIY Y YIIM ‘pajeradzqqe aze saweu sapadg
-sjood ay) ul ‘219yMas[d uaas s3193ds 1310 Se [[am se ‘spasuen ssununs pue Junds ay) uo punoj saads ;) jo e sapnput IS SIY [,
‘G661 ‘dndISAL] Surel ] eulA ‘patpms sjood g1 3y ul punoy sapads yuepd 1ejnosea jo szaquinu [e)o} 3y} pue ‘saureu saadsg "¢ p AqeL

page 91



EpilPygm

12

EremSeti

ErynCast

GratEbra
GratHete
HeliEuro
HemiFite

HypoGlab
IsceHowe
IsoeOrcu
JuncBufo
JuncUneci
LastFrem

X

10

[ -3 -I I

LastGlab
LayiFrem
LimnDoug
LimnFloc
LoliMult

page 92

o

X

MarsVest

MimuGutt
MimuTric
Mollvert

MontFont

MyosMini
NavaLeuc

Vascular plants

oo
Voo ®
Voo e
Voo
e x
W
ooy o X
voro e
AT
VRO
Voo e
e R
oo
o4
M orov o
v X
IO
oo
> oo
,g?:.;‘d
1
§é5s



Vascular plants

mngpnd)s wniguey = nngluey ‘sisuadoiox -dss vupiSannd popnosn g = suajosep ‘pueaal vuopPnf = 3BINPNL, ‘Racuspiim

wagpofis] = plmyRL ‘wnjvsadnedap wingjofia] = edaqyuiy, svsnpaw-gndey wnasyopuang = ndeyusey ‘oinsity vaappis = sxp{epls ‘sndspi
xautny = spyswny ‘snuolaio snydivooysd = 31018 ‘shunssarsq snydipoojisy = AAQHSJ ‘DIUDISINGG RIPDSOqaAl] = [noTqox] ‘sapiosoydfingz
suhBo8oq = ydrzoBo g ‘smyoydiss -xen smopdys shuyroqoiBvlg = 1615%eld ‘snyjuvaony xea smyopdys shayjoqoiSvlg = ynis3erd ‘ruornamp
TuoNfid = I3ty ‘wnxund jo sapads pagnuappun ue = -adgrue] ‘st pnuQ = nuandiQ) ‘vsojid viin2i0 = opgnIQ) ‘rizydadeina)
-dss pjrydasoana) vipaasvanpy = dnarjeAeN ‘sniittup sninsofipy = pNsOAp ‘vurief DUOR = JUOJIUOR ‘pirjIa oSnjje = LRATIOW
“10j0314) SHIAUYA = DUERUNN ‘SnIpTInE sHIMUOp = INONUIT ‘UJSAa BISIDY = SIASIRIN ‘unuioffiyni wanjo] = 10 “vsoas0;f “dss
vsozsoff sayuvur] = dopwwl] ‘vasos “dss ysepSnop ssypuvuun = Inoquury ‘o vfiv = waanle| ‘oo ouaysry = qeoisT]
‘puomatf pluayisyT = wargise ‘syeunt snounf = punoun| ‘shiofng snunf = oJMEOUN{ ‘INi0 S4205]= NIIOIOS] “PFN0Y SIS w IMOE[FOS]
‘v1q0]8 spzoydedApy = qeioodAy gy vuozpusy= ongnuey ‘wnavdoins wingdosorjay = omgiPY ‘vjedasospay voypig) = NIIELD
‘DIUS|InIqe DlojYe) = vIqHIeI) ‘Fsuassvd wmBuliy = 1seyulag smaadipes sndirsowary = pagwary “wnavnSAd wngopdy = w3 gpdg
wnupSojspp wniqopdy = PIONAY ‘pAyipisonpow spoy02]7 = YIRNOAT ‘saoyIear] J0 sapads pagnuapun ‘pejpog-sInup B = RN oI
‘sapads nSujumaq] = ‘ddgumoq ‘sunssiirueio mSummo = ewsQumog *eiepidsny eSupmogg = dsnoumog] ‘oyniog munmag = oNguMog
‘sapropojuep visdmoyasacy = \ueasaqq ‘sneadfiy Jo sapads pagnuepun ue = -adgdAD) ‘vuvyamoy vynasny = amoppasn)) ‘vioffrusSva

"D pue seproudenss sisdfa) = -ddgdfay ‘vappenbe pinssea) = enbyser) ‘spsuaar smpnajoano]) = aaryavo)) ‘sypfiza0 “dss mpjpae afsapmy
= [adQuuRY)) ‘Uaoey aAsIoug) = ACOHWIRYD) ‘SRIUIE SHINIUNIHID = UINUD) ‘vrowpSas spugiie)) = Srepge) ‘snavapioy

SRUoLg = PIOLUNOIG “SIABI PaUIposg = SAYTpaIg ‘wnuou wnuiadsounsg= nuepualg ‘suspnopsof smdipsy= Xedpsy ‘oyuosijo opysuy =
Buosuy ‘snq snguowy = nqpysewy ‘snppnoes smndadojy = svegdory ‘suspepdwe wanppy = (dayyry ‘siyjom vusmprvifiyoy = oAy

NN 9NN YW

B
LT -]

:14

L 9T 8 €€ ST 9% S T SE 8L T 6 € 6 & O 1T €& 1004/i230L
- - X - - - - - - X - X - X - - - X nnguey
- - X X - - - - X - - - - - X X X - AIJONIA
- - X - X - - - - X - X - - - X - - 3PN ],
- - - X - - - - X - - - - - - - - - PIMINL
- - x - - - - ™~ x - - - X -x - = = - edaqypL
- - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - - ndejuaef
- - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - b SIHEPIS
- - - - - X - - - - - - - X - - - X HUHOE-.;&
S S S F210n54
X X X X X x X X X X X X x - X X X X aargsd
- - - - X X - - : - - - - X - - - X mopqory
X - - - . - X - X - - X X - X - X - ydizo3ogq
- - X X - - - - - - X - - X X X - - 15159014
X X X X X Xx. x X X X X x X X X X X X dpseia

page 93



Vascular plants

Epilobium plants could not always be placed in E. cleistoganum, due to the
uncommon occurrence of the similar-appearing E. pygmaeum in the pools.
“Crypsis spp.” had to be used as well, because there are apparently two
introduced species of this grass both known now in vernal pools; however,
very few Crypsis plants occurred in quadrats. Finally, smali individuals of
Pilularia and Isoetes could easily be confused.

Frequency and density, when it could be determined for a species, are
summarized for species encountered on all spring transects in Appendix 3.
The common spring vascular plants in these pools at the Vina Plains
Preserve can easily be identified in this appendix, and 15 of the most common
of these are illustrated by graphs of frequency and/or density for all 18 pools
studied (Figures 4.30 to 4.44). These figures clearly document that this set of
18 pools studied in the spring of 1995 can be sorted into different kinds of
pools in terms of their main vascular plants--even though they are often
closely adjacent to each other (for pool numbers and locations, see map in
Figure 2.6).

During spring transect sampling on 9 May, a rare species formerly
unknown on the Preserve was discovered in Pool 37. Gratiola heterosepala
(Bogg’s Lake hedge- hyssop), was recorded in 12 of the 89 quadrats (within a
length of 14 m on the transect), for a frequency of 0.13 and a mean density of
67.4/m* No additional observations were made for this species.

The most obvious repeated pattern documented with spring transect
data in Figures 4.30 to 4.44 is that Pools 1, 17, 34 and 35--the large pools that
contain Chamaesyce hooveri and Orcuttia pilosa in the summer (and that
are shown on the left in all these figures)--had few, if any, plants of the most
common spring vernal pool species for the Preserve.

The next largest and/or deepest pools (Pools 14 to 29) are grouped next
in Figures 4.30 to 4.44 since they (along with Pool 35 already mentioned)
contained populations of the early summer-flowering Tuctoria greenei.
These pools tended to contain the spring transect species to varying degrees.
For example, Pools 14 and 37 had high frequencies and densities of many of
the spring species, although Pool 22, similarly containing Tuctoria greenei,
had suprisingly few of the spring transect plants. Pool 29, placed next in
Figures 4.30 to 4.44, contained the earliest flowering (late spring) rare species,
Orcuttia tenuis, as well as an assortment of the spring species.

The other nine pools (numbers 4 through 39) tend to be the smallest
and/or shallowest, and hence earliest-drying of the study pools, and these are
the ones that contained most of the common spring vernal pools species (but
see Pools 30 and 31 as unusual, even among these).
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Alopecurus saccatus frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.30. Alopecurus saccatus frequency (top) and density (bottom) based
on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Crassula aquatica frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.31. Crassula aquatica frequency (top) and density (bottom) based on a
spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Deschampsia danthonioides frequency in the spring transect for
18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.32. Deschampsm danthonioides frequency (top) and density
(bottom) based on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve,
1995.
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Downingia spp. frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.33. Downingia spp. frequency (top) and density (bottom) based on a
spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995. D. bicornuta
and D. cuspidata are the two main species represented by the data.
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Epilobium spp. frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.34. Epilobium spp. frequency (top) and density (bottom) based on a
spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995. The main
species represented by the data is E. cleistogonum , although a few plants of
the later-flowering E. pygmaeum may be included.
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Eryngium castrense frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools,Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.35. Eryngium castrense frequency (top) and density (bottom) based
on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Isoetes orcuttii frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.36. Isoetes orcuttii frequency based on a spring transect for 18 pools
at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Juncus uncialis frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.37 Juncus uncialis frequency (top) and density (bottom) based on a
spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Lasthenia fremontii frequency in the spring transect
for 18 Pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.38. Lasthenia fremontii frequency (top) and density (bottom) based
on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Lasthenia glaberrima frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.39. Lasthenia glaberrima frequency (top) and density (bottom) based
on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Marsilea vestita frequency in the spring transects
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.40. Marsilea vestita frequency based on a spring transect for 18 pools
at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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Navarretia leucocephala ssp. leucocephala frequency in the spring
transect for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figu;e 4.41. Navarretia leucocephala ssp. leucocephala frequency (top) and
density (bottom based on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains
Preserve, 1995.
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Pilularia americana frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.42. Pilularia americana frequency based on a spring transect for 18
pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995. '
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Plagiobothrys stipitatus var. micranthus frequency in the spring
transect for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.43. Plagiobothrys stipitatus var. micranthus frequency (top) and
density (bottom) based on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains
Preserve, 1995.
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Psilocarphus brevissimus frequency in the spring transect
for 18 pools, Vina Plains Preserve, 1995
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Figure 4.44. Psilocarphus brevissimus frequency (top) and density (bottom)
based on a spring transect for 18 pools at the Vina Plains Preserve, 1995.
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In summary, the deepest pools, with standing water of longest
duration, ultimately had the poorest display of “spring vernal pool spedes,”—
even after these pools had dried down. This is in terms of frequency (much
of the spring transect was still under standing water when other pools were
completely dried down) and also in terms of densities (few individuals of the
spring plants occurred in sparse or narrow rings around the deeper standing
water in the spring). '

DISCUSSION

Characteristics of plant communities or of ecosystem functioning in
vernal pools are sometimes assumed, or are treated as self-evident. The data
presented from this community study of plants in pools on the Vina Plains
Preserve help quantitatively document several phenomena. The 1995 spring
and summer numerical data on plants, along with additional field
observations and published information, illustrate and support several ideas
relevant to pool preservation and management. These ideas on community
and ecosystem function will be discussed under “patterns in time” and
“patterns in space” below. However, discussion will focus on 1) differences
among pools in the Vina Plains landscape, and 2) the necessity of
studying/understanding pools during the entire year, not just from time of
standing water through drydown and flowering.

Patterns in time
Vernal pool vascular plants show a series of growth strategies

The vernal pool vascular plants display different life history patterns
that can generally be placed into three strategies: 1. The “grow-all-winter”
strategy characterizes plants with fall/winter resumption of growth (e.g.,
Isoetes, Marsilea, Pilularia) and with germination under standing water. 2.
Plants that germinate as pool waters are warming and evaporating represent
the second strategy. 3. The third strategy is represented by plants that
germinate and grow rapidly after all standing water has evaporated.

Plants that display the first strategy can potentially occur in fall or early
winter, providing a long period for production of root systems and rosettes of
leaves. Such plant groups include Orcuttia (Griggs, 1980), Downingia,
Marsilea, Plagiobothrys, Pilularia, Isoetes, etc. (Keeley, 1990), and Sidalcea
(Schlising, 1989). Years with early pool filling, permitting or promoting this
early growth, may favor these particular species over others as the pool
community develops in the spring. Photosynthesis in these green plants may
actively influence the free carbon dioxide and the oxygen available in pool
waters (Keeley, 1990), and potentially influence other organisms in the winter
vernal pool ecosystem. A potential disadvantage of this strategy results from
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mortality when large numbers of green seedlings are uprooted, possibly due
to waterfowl activity.

The plants that have seed germination as pool waters are warming and
evaporating (e.g., Tuctoria, as indicated by Griggs, 1980) are potentially
competing with the plants that germinate earlier. These plants may have less
time for growth before dessication, but are found in deeper clays that probably
represent the last sediments to dry.

In the final strategy, seed germination is followed by very rapid growth
only after all standing water has evaporated. This is illustrated by
Chamaesyce hooveri and by Xanthium strumarium. (e.g., in Pools 1, 17, 34
and 35).

These three strategies form distinctive patterns, with the last two only
found in select intra-pool habitats. Some pools at the Vina Plains Preserve
may have all vascular plants showing the same grow-all-winter strategy (e.g.,
Pools 4, 15, 18, 21a, 30, 31, 38 and 39). Other pools may have all three strategies
(growth chronologies) represented (e.g., Pools 34 and 35).

Plant reproduction can continue long into summer in some years

The four rare plant species, illustrating all three of the strategies
described above, have the ability to continue producing seeds in summers
when moisture remains available in pool basins. Griggs (1980) has described
species of Orcuttia and Tuctoria as unusual grasses in that their spikelets can
show indeterminate growth, and can continue to elongate and to add florets if
soil water is available. Likewise, Chamaesyce hooveri can take advantage of
even late summer soil moisture (e.g., from thundershowers or from the
occasional fall rainstorms). Green, growing, flowering and seeding
Chamaesyce plants can be seen some years (e.g., in Pools 1, 17 and 35) well
into September or early October (Schlising, unpublished information; see also
Stone et al., 1988). Favorable conditions thus may permit these plants to
obtain large size and produce larger numbers of propagules. This “plastic”
growth ability, well known for annuals of upland sites, could potentially be of
importance in managing vernal pool landscapes where these four rare
annuals occur in pool basins.

Another example of rare plants’ summer reproduction was recorded by
Broyles (1983). Orcuttia tenuis in Pool 29 produced a second crop of plants in
1982, following a summer rainstorm. No date or further details on the storm
or on the growth or sizes of the plants are available.
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Different pool plant combinations support different consumer combinations

Plants of Downingia and Lasthenia, shown to be frequent and/or
dense in the spring communities of several of the smaller pools at the Vina
Plains Preserve (Figures 4.33 and 4.38), are known to support the brood-
rearing activies of specialist pollen-collecting native bees (Thorp 1990). Pairs
of adjacent pools may differ in their community plant-bee relationships!
Pool 31 and Pool 37 could support the Lasthenia bees with frequently
occurring Lasthenia resources, but Pool 30 and Pool 22, closely adjacent to
Pool 31 and Pool 37, respectively, had no Lasthenia (on transect samples) to
offer these herbivores. Plants of Downingia tended to be found in more of
the 18 pools studied in 1995, but the fact remains that differing sets of plants
in spring pools serve differently to consumers like the specialist bees.

Sidalcea hirsuta, seen in transects in Pools 1 and 17 (Table 4.4)--in the
only two pools where it is known on the Preserve--has another set of several
different insects using its pollen and nectar (Schlising, unpublished
information). These insects include a specialist bee that collects pollen from
plants of the mallow family only (R. Thorp, personal communication). These
bees may also be foraging in the adjacent pool landscape as well as in the
Preserve pools.

The summer flowering of Chamaesyce hooveri and Asclepias
fascicularis in a number of mainly larger pools (e.g., Pools 1, 17, 34, 35 and 37)
attracts large guilds of pollen- or nectar-eating insects. These are almost
entirely different species feeding on and “servicing” these summer plants,
from those observed on spring plants, and these too may be flying among
pools on the Preserve and off the Preserve in their foraging activities. Insects
making up the summer communities with these plants include especially
Hymenoptera, Lepidoptera, Diptera and Coleoptera. In addition, the
milkweeds have been found with specialist herbivores on their vegetative
parts--despite their being in disjunct locations within the landscape.
Homoptera, Hemiptera, Coleoptera and Lepidoptera are all represented as
Asclepias specialists in some of the pools on the Preserve. Most of the
insects observed do not have food resources in the adjacent dry grasslands.

Pool plants vary through the years

Detailed numerical data are on hand for 1995 only, and the following
comments support the need for continual monitoring of plant communities
in pools at the Vina Plains Preserve. It was considered a “good year” for
vernal pools in 1995. That is, rainfall was well-spaced during the winter and
spring, with large amounts in January and March, and with a number of late
rains which kept many pools wet long into the spring (Figure 2.3). The spring
conditions also provided good soil moisture across the extent of the pool
basins, even up to the time at which high air temperatures finally caused
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drydown. But we do not know how typical the spring transect data are, or
how similar plant frequency and density would be in other years. The same
pertains in the response to residual moisture in the pool soils by the summer
communities containing the rare plants.

A photograph taken in May 1983 by Schlising, shows the large and deep
Pool 17 with a broad, bright yellow margin produced by Lasthenia fremontii.
In 1995 the spring transect did not have any L. fremontii on it, although
some plants of this species were found elsewhere in the pool. In fact, few
spring species showed up on the spring transect (Figures 4.30 to 4.44). It
appears that if the large pools dry down early (or fill early) in some years, they
may “act” more like the smaller pools in terms of their spring plant
- communities. It would be interesting to determine if they have a longterm
seed bank of spring species propagules. It has been shown that the spring
population of Sidalcea hirstua varies statistically in the size of total flowering
population from year to year (1983 to 1986) in this pool (Schlising 1989).
Viewing a pool in one year may not show the species or the community of
plants that the pool could potentially produce.

Concerning the summer communities with their rare plant species, it
can at least now be said that there are good, detailed baseline data for one year
that can be compared with other years (Tables 4.1 to 4.3).

There are some data on hand from earlier years for the rare species
(Broyles 1983, California Department of Fish and Game 1995) since their
rarity did invoke interest in monitoring populations. However, it is not clear
how much, if any, formal sampling was done to obtain estimates of
population size. Earlier information, if it could be attributed to a numbered
pool to compare with the 1995 data, is shown in Table 4.6. An excellent
source on rare plant population size for the Vina Plains area, including the
Vina Plains Preserve, is provided by Stone et al. (1988), but their size estimates
can not be referred to specific pools. In another source, some data exist on
densities of Chamaesyce hooveri and Orcuttia pilosa, but found within
different regions of Pools 17 and 35 for 1983 and 1984 (California Nature
Conservancy 1986). These are not directly comparable with our 1995 data, but
suggest considerably higher densities for C. hooveri than we obtained. No
total population size estimates are given.

The same TNC data set (obtained with sampling methods roughly
comparable to those used in this study for 1995) provides data on associates of
the summer rare plants in Pools 17 and 35 (California Nature Conservancy
1986). The exotic perennial bindweed, Convovulus arvensis, had a frequency
of .03 [sic] in 1984 and .32 in 1985 within Pool 17 (compared with .44 in 1995).
It had a frequency of 0 in Pool 35 in 1984 (compared with .007 in 1995). Table
4.2 indicates that five of the nine pools studied in the summer had
Convolvulus present in 1995.
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The exotic annual Xanthium strumarium had a frequency of .41 in 1984 and
31 in 1985 within Pool 17 (compared with .297 in 1995). ‘It had a frequency of
.046 in 1985 within Pool 35 (compared with 0 in 1995). The Xanthium, due to
hand-pulling of plants over several seasons, was not present in Pool 35 in
1995.

These data on plant changes through time may have implications for
vernal pool management at the Vina Plains Preserve. Exotics are occupying
increasing parts of the pool floors, and may well be displacing the rare plant
species (e.g., Stone et al. 1988). Furthermore, these plants may well be
impacting the dynamics of the ecosystem at other times (for example, by
producing a different quantity or quality of plant biomass for detrital
consumers).

Patterns in space

The plant patterns in time just discussed, of course, interface with plant
patterns in space within and among the vernal pools. But a major set of
patterns in space involves views of one species occurring within differing
regions of the pools in a complex of pools (Figures 4.1 to 4.27). Patterns
shown by Chamaesyce hooveri in 1995, for example, include occurrence in
the north half of Pool 1 (Figures 4.1 and 4.3), in a “wavy ring” in Pool 34
(Figures 4.17 and 4.19), and sparsely located “here and there” in Pool 17
(Figures 4.7 and 4.9) and Pool 35 (Figures 4.21 and 4.25). It appears that
populations of this species could be overlooked in some cases, without a
thorough search throughout an entire pool. There is no documentation for
which environmental factors influence/cause these patterns in one year, nor
is it known how to predict patterns of the same species in the same pools in
following years. Photographs taken by Schlising in Pools 17 and 35 in the
early and mid 1980s indicate a pattern of wide Chamaesyce dispersion in both
pools, as well as higher densities, but these densities were not measured.

Edaphic conditions of soil basins, as well as the duration of standing
water, correlate with patterns shown by vernal pool plants (Holland and
Dains 1990, Zedler 1987). Some species, such asTuctoria greenei (Figures 4.5,
4.11, 4.13, 4.23 and 4.26) and perhaps Orcuttia tenuis (Figure 4.15) appear to be
restricted to a specific soil type. A less-varying pattern occurred in 1995 for
Orcuttia pilosa. Its populations occurred broadly throughout central portions
of four pools (Figures 4.2, 4.8, 4.18 and 4.22). The pattern in Pool 1 (Figure 4.2),
however, tends to be in the southern half, a region which corresponds to
Anita clay soil type, as opposed to the Tuscan loam soil type underlying the
northern half of the pool with the more frequent Chamaesyce (U. S.
Department of Agriculture 1967). Recognizing these patterns here reiterates
that each pool is different in exact combination of rare plants and their
associates, soils, depths and duration of water.
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Observations on another type of pattern in 1995 (and earlier) imply that
pools in a complex, as at the Vina Plains, may influence each other and may
need to be taken into consideration for preservation or management actions.
From time to time the presence of one or a few plants of a rare species can be
found in a pool not known to support a reproducing population. Table 4.6
indicates that Broyles (1983) saw a few individuals of several rare species
disjunct from the larger populations (e.g., two Orcuttia pilosa in Pool 14 and
six Chamaesyce hooveri in Pool 22 in 1983). In 1995 such patterns in space
were documented again: Pool 18 had one plant of O. pilosa and Pool 16 (not
otherwise studied for plants) had three plants of O. pilosa. Pool 16 is
connected to Pool 17 by water from time to time during some winters. Pool
18 is not connected to other pools. Similarly, Pool 36 had one plant of
Chamaesyce in 1994, one in 1995, and according to Broyles (1983; Table 4.6)
had 25 plants in 1983. This implies that pools in a complex may “feed” each
other, at least in terms of the rare plants here with propagules being dispersed
from pools with major populations. This could be a useful idea in terms of
viewing whole complexes of vernal pools.

Stone et al. (1988) suggest that the spatial patterns (and the numbers of
individuals in a population) may well depend on features of management.
Chamaesyce populations, they suggest, may show a more widespread or
dense pattern if grazing removes the weedy species growing with it
(Convolvulus and Xanthium), leaving open area for growth of the native
plants. Their suggestion may pertain to this rare plant in Poocls 1 and 17 for
example; however, cattle traditionally are removed from the dried
grassland/vernal pool landscapes before these large pools dry down and these
particular weeds begin germination of seeds in the mud or begin regrowth
from extensive rhizomes in the pool soils.

These comments on plant patterns in space (and in time) identify a
need to monitor or to examine a pool or a pool complex through a series of
years. Three summary points are: 1. There may be no such thing as an
“average” pool in a pool landscape. This is not only in terms of abiotic
features like landforms, types of soils, and duration of standing water, but also
particularly in terms of the plants (and animals) present in the communities
within the pools. Even in terms of the plant communities alone,
dissimilarity appears to be the “norm.” 2. It is essential, for preserving and
for manageing vernal pools in a complex, to be familiar with the organisms—
their population dynamics, and with their life history chronologies
throughout the entire year (or years), and not just at times of standing water
and pool drydown. 3. Conservation of vernal pools should strive to find,
preserve and manage a complex or a landscape that includes a real array of
pool sizes, depths and living communities. It seems that only then will
species richness and ecosystem interactions within and among the pools
continue to reflect nature.
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Chapter 5
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS DEVELOPED FROM
KEY IDEAS ABOUT VERNAL POOLS

The following key ideas are derived from the information presented in
this report, combined with observations we have made over many years on
vernal pools. We have divided this presentation into eight key ideas about
vernal pools. The key ideas start with comments on the physical ’
environment and are followed by population characteristics and end with
ecosystem comments. Each key idea is followed by some associated
management recommendations and these are followed by a discussion.

The information in this Chapter is expanded beyond Vina Plains
Preserve and Tehama County to include other parts of California’s Central
Valley. Vina Plains Preserve represents an important vernal pool complex
on an arc of pools extending from Redding to Sacramento between the
Sacramento River floodplain and the foothills. The eight ideas presented
below may need to be modified when considering some vernal pools between
Oregon and Baja California due to major climatic differences. The strength of
this presentation is derived by combining animal and plant observations into
an ecosystem perspective.

1. Vernal pools form hydrologically independent ecosystems consisting of
single pools or groups of connected pools. These pools are found in

relatively level landscapes that include many kinds of pools varying in
basin size, depth to impermeable layer, amount of clay, and types of
organisms.

Management recommendation

Whole landscapes must be preserved, with consideration given to the
integrity of individual pool drainage basins. Some mega-preserves
(e.g., Vina Plains region) must be established. Management of large
vernal pool landscapes is more effective than managing the equivalent
area of small isolated preserves; however, small preserves potentially
act as stepping stone corridors between mega-preserves (see below).

Preservation must include diverse pool systems, especially in regions
where pool systems have been lost. Management of California’s
Central Valley vernal pools must include a regional coordination.
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Discussion

Different times of pool flooding and dry down, for pools in the
same landscape unit during any one year, reflect both basin differences
and hydrological independence of pool ecosystems. The Vina pools
with large basins flood early in contrast to some of the larger pools that
have proportionally smaller basins. These differences are modified by
soil depth in pool floors and the irregular units of adjacent clay soils.
The clay soils beside pools give and remove water from the pools at
different seasons. Changes in pool hydroperiod are also influenced by
the height of sills on drainage channels. These differences are not
static, and some basins that are hydrologically independent during dry
years are connected in wet years.

Building a drainage ditch through a vernal pool landscape or
draining additional water into pool basins compromises the integrity of
the pool basins as much as land fill or sediment removal. Although
groups of pools are components of ecosystems defined by hydrology,
the same systems are interconnected by biotic transfer (see below).
Furthermore, these hydrologically independent ecosystems have the
potential of accumulating pollutants carried by air or water or from
solid waste deposited at any point in the drainage basin.

Vernal pool topography on the edge of the valley is naturally
divided by incised rivers, and not all parts of individual preserves can
be contiguous.

The punching impact of cattle that modifies the water exchanges
in both the clay soils and the upland soils (very shallow loam at Vina)
impacts poo! hydrodynamics. This impact is difficult to document
because of major differences in climatic patterns from year to year (see
below). Some stock ponds constructed out of vernal pools still have
marginal areas that contain vernal pool characteristics.

In summary, our vernal pools owe their integrity to
hydrologically well-bounded units.

The Mediterranean climate has a seasonal sequence that includes a
winter wet period and a summer dry period. Although the initiation,
intensity and duration of these seasons cannot be predicted, large pools
typically hold water for several months. Year to year differences in the
Mediterranean climate can change vernal pool ecosystems at the same
location.
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Management recommendation

Management must use information generated during years that are
extremely dry or wet before decisions are made. Therefore decisions
must include information generated over many years. Because this
information will take decades to obtain, the establishment of vernal
pool preserves should have high priority.

Management must be aware of the variability in the sequence of events
such as pool flooding and pool dry down. Management calendars must
be flexible because specific events (e.g., flooding and dry down) are
variable from year to year.

Discussion

The aquatic phase of our vernal pools is variable and the specific
time when rains start can change considerably from year to year. Wide
fluctuations in fall air temperatures between night and day result in
atmospheric water input and sediment modification before the
initiation of rains. Limited basin size controls maximum pool size
and, once full, additional surface water flows from the pools.

However, the time between storms can be so long that considerable
water is lost by evaporation before the next rain. The unpredictable
nature of rain and the length of interstorm periods (as well as the
intensity of winds) also changes the rate of water gain and loss from
year to year. This combination of unpredictable water gain and loss
results in pools that are astatic some years and relatively constant other
years,

Late spring rains potentially refill some pools after the basins are
dry. Animal communities (including mosquitoes) potentially use
these pools. In contrast to these aquatic differences, the late rains can
potentially increase plant biomass and seed production of vascular
plants.

In summary, different climatic sequences modify ecosystem
characteristics from one year to the next.

Populations reproducing in California vernal pool ecosystems are
especially adapted to year-to-year differences. These specialized
populations grow and reproduce at different and distinctive times
through the year. California vernal pool organisms (as diverse as
macroinvertebrates and vascular plants) have common life history
strategies that include survival during unfavorable times (cysts and
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seeds), synchronized start of growth (hatching, germination), rapid
development and reproduction.

Management recommendation

Management must consider survival of, and human impact on, all
stages of vernal pool organisms throughout the year. This must
include conditions that control a) propagule survival (cysts in summer,
seeds in winter), b) hatch (in the aquatic phase) and germination
(underwater in winter or in summer), ¢) growth, and d) reproduction.
As a result, management strategies must combine, at the same location,
concern for aquatic animals that are adult in the winter pools and
concern for the plants found reproducing in the spring and summer
basins.

Management must recognize the need for taxonomic descriptions of
many aquatic invertebrates and the necessity for ecological and genetic
information not yet documented for important vernal pool species.

Management should recognize that although vernal pool populations
are locally abundant they are dependent upon a narrow set of
conditions found only in vernal pool habitats.

Discussion

The plasticity of life history dynamics from year to year and place
to place requires a commitment to a long term study of the ecology and
genetics comparing these species in space and time. The level of
taxonomic knowledge of the invertebrates is both incomplete and
complicated by the need to involve specialists to determine the
identification of specific taxa.

Collecting aquatic invertebrates will potentially impact the
underwater germination of the vernal flora and summer floristic
surveys and will potentially impact the survival of cysts in the dry
sediments. Although the physical evidence of disturbance is very
evident in the wet basins during flooding and dry down, the summer
dry pool basins (that are potentially attractive to human off road
vehicle use) must also be protected. Although the cysts and seeds are
resistant, activity that repositions these propagules in the sediment
horizons will undoubtedly have an impact on survival and hatching
or germination.
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Years that are favorable for some organisms are less favorable for
others. In many vernal pool complexes there are species found only in
the larger pools and other species found in the small pools. In the
Vina Plains region there is a difference with Anostraca with the most
viable populations of Branchinecta conservatio. found in the larger
pools, Linderella occidentalis found in intermediate size pools and
Branchinecta lynchi found in the smaller pools. However, this
relationship is not static as the pool types change from heavy rainfall to
low rainfall years.

In summary, we observe most vernal pool populations adapted to a
pulse perturbation with an important life history stage that bridges
unfavorable times and a finely tuned break in dormancy allowing
annual initiation of growth at appropriate times. There also appears to
be a selective advantage in remaining inactive during some
unfavorable years (especially in the species that require a longer
hydroperiod).

California vernal pool organisms have highly variable densities from
year to year and pool to pool, with low to no individuals in some years
and extremely high densities of reproductive individuals in other
years. Resistant propagules (cysts, seeds), represent many overlapping
generations that ensure population viability countering years of low
density.

Management recommendation

The small size of vernal pool populations during some years requires
extremely careful management. This low population size can
potentially be countered by management that preserves resistant

propagules.

Management must not be satisfied with only a few large pools with
high propagule density (or plant and animal population density).
Management must preserve a variety of pools in the landscape and
maintain conditions that support dispersal among pools (see below) to

insure higher propagule diversity as well.

Discussion

Vernal pool organisms are potentially found in very high
densities. Although the filter feeding animals that have numerous
free living developmental stages generally have decreasing densities
with growth, the number of adults is often very high. Although plants
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also have changing densities, plasticity in plant body size is large and,
as a result, seed production can be very different from year to year.

The maintenance of vernal pool populations depends upon the
quantity and diversity of the propagule bank. The environments that
favor the development of large numbers of individuals will also have
the largest propagule bank. The ability of species to remain viable for
several years contributes to the genetic diversity of populations that
develop any one year. The propagule diversity will also be greatly
increased by dispersal between pool types. In some pools, reproduction
varies from year to year with high propagule production some years
and a loss of individuals before significant reproduction other years.

Although the climatic pattern results in pools most years, the
aquatic populations with adaptations that allow resistant stages to
remain for more than one year will have a selective advantage during
the very dry years when some pools have a reduced hydroperiod. The
years with reduced soil water accumulation may have reduced vascular
plant density and seed production.

In summary, many vernal pool species are dependent upon a
resistant stage that has the potential of remaining dormant through
several years (these can be favorable as well as unfavorable times). The
presence of these developmental stages allows.annual species to have
overlapping generations, linking chronologically displaced populations
(gene pools) of the same species. The presence of developmental stages
does not indicate that the pools support reproduction (because of
dispersal). ‘

California vernal pool populations are part of metapopulations
displaced in fime and space. Individual pool populations are linked by
animal, water or wind dispersal of whole organisms, propagules or
pollen. Vernal pool Landscape diversity is higher than individual pool
diversity. Specific species and numerous species interactions shift
through the landscape during years with different rainfall patterns.

Management recommendation

Management must recognize that the exchange of individuals and
propagules between different vernal pool populations (dispersal) is
necessary for the maintenance of metapopulations and a level of

genetic diversity that supports long term survival. The diversity of
vernal pool ecosystems can only be maintained and determined from a

landscape perspective.
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Management recommendation concluded

The linkage of vernal pool populations by dispersal agents (e.g.
waterfowl) requires the coordination of all valley environments with
the management of vernal pool preserves. Management should
recognize the importance of small preserves as stepping stone corridors
bridging large pool preserves

Discussion

The animal and plant taxa of vernal pools display different kinds
of metapopulatiaons. For example, Branchinecta conservatio and
Chamaesyce hooveri have highly disjunct (displaced in space)
populations, and other species, such as Lepidurus packardi and Orcuttia
tenuis are found in adjacent vernal pool landscapes.

Population dynamics of invertebrates (e.g., Branchinecta
conservatio and Lepidurus packardi in this report) indicate some pools
as high production (source) pools and other pools in the same
landscape as low production (sink) pools.

Resident horned larks (as well as their droppings), are frequently
seen on Chamaesyce plants in summer and fall--apparently eating
seeds and possibly dispersing them from pool to pool. Pollen vectors
(Thorp 1990), including some specialist bees, visiting spring and
possibly summer flowers in different pools, doubtless promote gene
flow in the plants.

We assume that avian use contributes to the dispersal of
organisms between pool ecosystems. The preservation of mega-
preserves that include adjacent natural areas (that preserve wildlife
diversity) and the expansion of waterfow! populations throughout the
valley will intensify dispersal.

Species displacement in time and space potentially changes
diversity in any single pool from year to year, and makes the diversity
of a pool complex greater than any one pool. The test for community
viability is biodiversity (Kistner, et al. 1995), which must be surveyed
for many years.

In summary, the preservation of vernal pool species requires a

knowledge of landscape units and population dynamics (including
gene flow) over large areas.
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Native species that spend part of their life cycle in vernal pools and
exotics that have the potential to survive in this unique environment
influence the dynamics of the vernal pool ecosystems.

Management recommendation

Management requires a commitment of many years to remove exotics.
Management must develop a permanent program to remove future
invasions attempting eradication with the first observation of exotics.

Management must differ with specific pools, and in the same pool
from year to year, when these pools have high periodic use by native
nonresident species (especially vertebrate use). Management must
recognize the importance of adjacent ecosystems (of a variety of types)
to support vertebrates (e.g., amphibians) and invertebrates (e.g., insects)
that use vernal pools. The management of non-vernal pool wetlands
and factors that control waterfowl population size throughout
California’s Central Valley impact the level of avian predation in
vernal pools.

Discussion

The pools that dry last tend to provide suitable habitat for exotic
plants. Exotic species, such as Xanthium and Convolvulus have most
likely been introduced by vertebrates especially cattle. These
populations are expanding in size and will require special control
techniques. The use of chemicals to control exotics requires extreme
care because of the potential of accumulating herbicide breakdown
products.

Pools adjacent to longer-lasting wetlands will support
amphibian use and this can even include temporary use by non-native
bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana) young,. .

Water boatmen (Corixidae) are early invaders and their
reproductive success is attributed to an ability to feed on the detritus
food chain. In contrast, although the backswimmers (Notonectidae)
are predators found regularly in the pools, and often breed in the pools,
their larvae are more often unable to complete development before dry
down. These patterns with some successful reproduction and some
failure is found in a variety of insects (e.g., beetle herbivores and
carnivores) that are annually observed in the warmer aquatic stages. It
appears that insect predation has been an important component in
influencing adaptations of vernal pool crustaceans.
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Vina Plains Preserve supports a water bird concentration in the
winter and spring. Baker, et al. (1990) point out the importance of
larger pools as attracting resting and feeding birds. A larger vernal pool
preserve should enhance what we assume is a natural waterfowl use.
This expanded water bird density will also be an important factor in
expanding the use of the area by predators. The predator base is further
supported by preserves that contain native grassland (and fall mulch
cover) that favors increased populations of ground and subsurface
vertebrates, especially in areas with low or no grazing,

In summary, the vernal pool communities contain native and
non-native individuals that potentially change ecosystem dynamics. A
commonly observed yet stochastic occurrence of nonresident species
places unique pressure on the occurrence of native species. This
challenges the use of a diversity index (Alexander and Syrdahl 1992)

Communities found in the summer-dry pool floors and those of
winter pools are interacting components of the same ecosystem. These
populations and communities are potentially linked by the flow of
energy and cycle of matter.

Management recommendation

Management should consider that impacts on one component of the
ecosystem will have impacts throughout the year on other components
of the ecosystem (e.g., a change in summer annual biomass will impact
crustacean density in winter).

Discussion

Aquatic invertebrate adaptations that relate to predator-prey
interactions include a variety of topics such as high biotic potential,
rapid development in cool waters, transparency of some suspended
filter feeders, dark color of benthic organisms, large size. It appears that
the Branchiopods as a group have many adaptations that are associated
with invertebrate predation. Complex interactions undoubtedly also
exist. For example, although the tadpole shrimp are fairy shrimp
predators, their bottom feeding will put available food into the water
that potentially could benefit filter feeding organisms including the
fairy shrimp.
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Monarch butterflies (as well as other specialist herbivores)
oviposit on milkweeds in some of the pools, with their immature
stages producing different degrees of plant damage.

The development of adaptive characteristics that resist herbivory
(e.g- highly glandular stems of Orcuttia) indicate that some plants have
been subjected to high levels of herbivory through time.

The lack of eutrophic development of vernal pools supports a
relative balance between production and respiration. A preliminary
scenario describing displaced interactions that tie the chronologically
displaced communities into the same ecosystem could involve the
following: The rapid development of some crustacean species during
the winter pool season indicates a dependence upon the detritus food
chain using organic phytomass developed during the summer.
Efficient filter feeding on organisms that feed on the remains of
summer plants, and rapid growth by crustaceans is an adaptation to
‘avoid warm water insect predation. If insects are using crustacean
biomass after cyst development, these crustaceans are indirectly
supporting insect predators that reduce the reproductive success of
future insect invaders (e.g. mosquitoes).

In summary, ecosystem dynamics tie together populations and
communities from the same habitat that are active at different seasons.

Preservation of vernal pool species requires a combination of
population and habitat approaches. As vernal pool habitats are lost in .
any part of California’s Central Valley, the ecological quality of the
whole area is lowered, compromising the quality of any individual
pool ecosystem.

Management recommendation

Management must recognize that viable populations are dependent
upon both a basic habitat area and numerous population interactions.
Management goals that are based exclusively upon the number of
individuals in a population {winter invertebrates or summer plants)
are misleading.

Discussion

We agree with Jokerst (1993) that preserve expansion is a
preferable alternative to the attempted construction of new vernal
pools.
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We must address the conflict caused by land modification on
vernal pool landscapes throughout the state. There is a special
opportunity to develop and maintain a preserve system in the Vina
Plains Region.

In summary, habitat loss any location of the California Central
Valley has compromised our ability to preserve vernal pools
throughout this area. Preservation of individual populations as well
as vernal pool habitat requires an integrated preserve system extending

through the Central Valley of California (Alexander and Gallagher
1995).
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