
SMITH RIVER CHINOOK STUDY 

In the fall of 1980, a chinook salr~wri spaxnirig escapement study was 

started on the West Branch hlill Crwlc. a lnajor- 'dl chinook salmon (Orlcor-lryrrcl~us 

tshrulu/lscl~n) spawning t r i l~uta~p of tlir Smith River, Del No~te County. California. 

' Ihe  purpose of the study was to detemune t h e  relative al~nndance of spawning fall 

chinook salmon in a defir~ed stntiy sect.io~~ over- a 20-year pcriotl as  habitat 

changes occur. Thc reason fol- i~i~ple~nenting this research was the lack of ariy 

hisloric long-term spawxiqg escapement cstirnate for the Smith River svstern. 

Thc 1.7 d l r  (river nlilc-s) study section is located on private lrultl owned by 

the Stunson Lumber Company. 'fie private land is adjacent to the California State 

Park and Redwood National Park on tlir 1101-th and south boundu-ies. At the 

inception of the study in 1980, the West Branch Mill Creek watershed 

encompassed mostly uricul old growth redwood stands. From 1986 through 1994, 

small sections of old growt11 redwoods harv heen clear cut each year. 

The long-term ~noni tor i~~g ol the rliinook sal~non spawning population over 

a 20-year- per-id may rcflect some of the presrnt habitat changes in the system. 

Howc\,er, there have also l ~ w n  sew:-e long-term drol~ght effccts and poor oceal  

habitat condit.ions during this same studv per-ioil that are fluctuating chinook 

adult returns. The followi~ig database has been established within the defined 

study section during the past sampling years. 

'1Xe continr~ation of the research project will provide a long-term database 

to guide fishery rnanagrrs on the Smith Riw~-  svs t~ rn .  'The designation of the 

S~nith Rirei  as a National Rec~~eatioll;d "kea 111 199 1 creatrcl a situatirin !(,I- in-river 

fishing regulations that help PI-otcct this unique ~mt l  pristine watershed. Without 
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