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The annual survey of the Bluff Creek summer steelhead population was
completed in two phases, The first being a complete survey from the
Highway 96 bridge to Louse Camp. This portion was completed in June
of 1981. The results led to a resurvey completed the end of July
the same summer. This resurvey was done on the lower five miles of
Bluff Creek {Wright Ranch to Highway 96 bridge).

The two previous years of survey (1979 and 1980) resulted in sightings
of 41 and 37 aduits respectively, Those surveys had been completed

at later stages of summer {Septerber and October). For the 1981 survey,
it was decided to survey earlier in the season to: 1) eliminate possible
inclusion of early fall run steelhead in the-sample and 2) obtain an
estimation of entry time by summers into the Bluff Creek system.

The full survey resulted in a sighting of only 16 adult fish. These

fish were isolated individuals spread evenly throughout the survey

area. This tends to indicate that entry intd the system had occurred

some time prior to the survey date. The individuals were moderately bright
in color, also indicating some time spent as a fresh water resident.

The llmlted results led to the partial survey s month later. Only 3
adults were counted., This section historically has held 8 to 16 fish the

last two years.

To adequately ansxer the questlun of whether there is an early mix of
fall run fish in September and Qctober or if this year was a low point
in the return cycle, a scale sampling program should be initiated., We
have too few years of survey dats to determine otherwise.

The fish found ranged from 14-28 inches in length and appeared to have

high condition fazctors. They tended to be found underneath rock overhangs

and among boulder clusters. Except for specific areas of high deposition,

the overall hatitat characteristic is one of deep (1/2' - 3') runs and

pools (5' - 10'"). Very little cover is available in pools due to heavy
siltation arcund the bases of boulders and bedrcck walls. The fish do use

sone white water at the heads of pools for visual cover when disturbed.
Available spawning gravel is found throughout the stream channel in small
isolated pockets. Rearing habiiat is excellent aleng with high focd production

levels.




LAY \u\u\i‘_ « L
R ;
~a -
— I\_\d r =
ﬁ ¥
—_— H
‘ M mmu
X oaiea
o

ubc-.ﬁm - %
LR T Ry
| iy

orum e
Mtn

|
O
K Woramr

i
Sa

A1
|
ST?

S
I FORE

i

x
[
Y

’ A@a
iy
v
m_.r

Butte

Barren




