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M e m o r a n d u m  

: Don Le Wunce 

From : Department of Fish and G a m e  Yreka Fisher ies  Unit 

Subi-. 1980 Dillan Creek Summer Steelhead Survey 

Dil lan Creek, long thought t o  be inaccessible t o  salmon and s tee lhead,  
was -eyed during t h e  week of August 24 f o r  summer s tee lhead on the  
strength of repor ts  of l a r g e  f i a h  in the  v i c i n i t y  of Copper Creek. The 
survey crew, comprised of one U.S.B.S employee and one C.F.&G. employee, 
s t a r t e d  on Copper Creek immediately dometream from Medicine Creek and 
proceeded dovnstream t o  Cedur Creek. about th ree  miles above the  mouth. 
The fol louing veek a crew of two C.F.&G. employees f in i shed  the  lower 
three d e s .  A t o t a l  of 236 steelhead were seen (see  a t tached map f o r  - 
dis t r ibu t ion)  Dillon Creek above the confluence of Copper Creek and the  
e n t i r e  North Fork remains unsurveyed. Much of the  a r e a  surveyed vaa in 
deep hedruck gorges where the only vay through was by swimming. In 
severa l  places were chutes a i d  f a l l s  judged by the  surveyors t o  be im- 
passable t o  steelhead, ye t  they were present above. The only c e r t a i n  b a r r i e r  
vas M eight-foot falls one-half mile up Copper Creek. A t  t h i s  point  
30 steelhead hnd congregated. Several were seen at tempting t o  ascend the 
f a l l s ,  but none were successful.  

Dillon Creek drainage is in a near-prist ine condit ion and doesn't  appear 
t o  have suffered from the  1964 flood aa did  Wooleg and Clear creeks. This  
night account f o r  the high densi ty (30 fish/mi.le) when compared t o  Clear 
Creek (14 f ish/mile)  and Wooley Creek (11 f i sh /mi lo) .  

Water temperature a t  1000 hss. gear Copper Creek was 5 6 ' ~  and 6 4 O ~  at 
1m hrs. The North Fork was 1 F warmer. 

I intend t o  make a more complete survey next summer. 
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