
MEMO~NDUM OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE C~~IFO~~IA DEP~~TMENT OF FISH ~u GA~E 
OFFICE OF OIL SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE 

~..ND 

THE NATION~~ ~~~INE FISHERIES SERVICE 
SOUTHWEST REGION 

REG~_~ING THE CALIFORNIA ~~~INE~_MMAL STR~..NDING 
NETWORK AND THE OILED WILDLIFE CAP3 NETWORK 

_ .. 'ARTICLE I - BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIi]ES 

Acting in fu~the~ance of the purposes .of the Ma~ine Mammal 
P~otecfion Act of 1972 (MMPA) I 16 U. S. C .. Section 1361 et sea. i 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), 16 U.S.C. Section 1531 
et ~.i the Oil Spill P~evention and Response Act of 1990 
(OSPR~~), California Government Code Section 8670 et gg. i and 
the California Endange~ed Species Act, Califo~nia Fish and Game 
Code Section 2050 et. ~., and 

RECOGNIZING T~~T: 

1. The California Department ofFish and. Game (DFG) is the 
State trustee agency for marine mammals and sea tu~tles. The 
~~dministrator of the Office of Oil Spill P~evention and 
Response (OSPR), acting through the DFG, has the primary 
State autho~ity to direct p~evention, ~emoval, abatement, 
response, ..... .... ct· 1 ~ ~... . .... h d.... 1 1 con~alnmen~, an c_eanup e!!or~s Wl~~ regar ~o a __ 
aspects of any oil spill in ma~ine waters of the State, and 
the DFG has delegated to the OSPR the duty of di~ecting all 
other DFG response efforts for spills impacting State waters. 

2. The California State Legislature has mandated the OSPR 
to: (a) establish rescue and ~ehabilitation facilities to 
provide best achievable trea~ment for birds and marine 
mammals affected by oil spills in marine wate~s of the Statei 
(~) establish these facilities in the Los ~~geles Harbo~ 
area, San F~ancisco Bay area, San Diego area, Monte~ey Bay 
area, Humboldt County area, and the Santa Barbara areai (c) 
establish facilities in othe~ coas~al a~eas of the State that 
the OSPR deems necessarvi J. and (d) whenever ..... Dossible, imorove" _ 

existing authorized marine mammal ~ehabilitation facilities. 
These faci~ities collectively comprise the Oiled Wildlife 
Care Network (OWCN). 

3. The California State Legislatu~e has p~ovided the OSPR 
wi~h the authority to enter into agreements with 
organizations to establish and e~~ip wildlife rescue and 
rehabilitation s~ations, and to ensure that they are ope~ated 
i.n a professional man.."'ler. 



4. The National Marine Fisheries' Service (NM?S) is the 
Federal trustee agency responsible for pinnipeds, cetaceans, 
and sea turtles in the State of California, and .the MMPA 
conveys pre-eminent Federal jurisdiction to theNMFS over all 
pinnipeds and cetaceans in the State of California. 

5. The NMFS oversees the oneration of the California Marine 
Mammal Stranding Network (CMMSN), which is responsible 
for the rescue and rehabilitation of all live-stranded 
pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles, and the 
disposition of all dead-stranded pinnipeds, cetaceans, 
and sea turtles in the State of California. 

6. It is in the best interest of the pinniped, cetacean, and 
sea turtle resources in the State of California for the OSPR 
and the NMFS to cooperate jointly in the rescue, 
rehabilitation, and disposition of these resources affected 
by oil spills in marine waters of the State, as performed by 
the CMMSN and the OWCN. 

/  /.

ARTICLE II - STATEMENT OF AGREEMENT 

THE OSPR AND THE NMFS (THE PARTIES) DO HEREBY CONCLUDE THIS 
AGREEMENT TO govern the rescue and rehabilitation of live
stranded pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles affected by oil 
spills .in marine waters of the State, and the collection of lif~ 
history information and disposition of dead-stranded pinnipeds, 
cetaceans, and sea turtles suspected of having been affected by 
oil spills in marine waters of the State. 

A. The OSPR hereby agrees to: 

1. Cooperate fully with the NMFS and the CMMSN in the rescue 
and rehabilitation of pinnipeds., cetaceans, and sea turtles 
affected by oil spills in marine waters of the State. 

2. IncorPorate the NMFS guidelines and protocols on the 
rescue of live-stranded ninnineds, cetaceans, and sea 
turtles, and the collection of life history information and 
disposition of dead-stranded pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea 
turtles, as outlined in the NMFSjOSPR Contingency Plan for 
Response toPinnipeds, Cetaceans, and Sea Turtles Affected By 
Oil Spills in Marine Waters of the State of California 
(Attachment A), into the OWCN protocols for response, resGue" 
rehabilitation, and medical' treatment of pinnipeds, 
cetaceans, and sea turtles affected by oil spills in marine 
waters of the State. 

3. Develop and implement cleaning and release protocols 
for use by the OWCN, in consultation with the N~FS, for 
pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles affected by oil spills 
in marine waters of thp State. . 



4. Develop training materials, in consultation with the 
NM?S, for use by the OWCN dealing with species 
identification, restraint and capture techniques, medical 
care, biological sampling; and sample preservation consistent 
with applicable laws and regulations. 

5. Ensure that the NM?S is ful.ly informed prior to the 
release of information to the Information Officer and/or·the 
Joint Information Center (JIC) regarding the numbers, 
species, or condition of pi~~ipeds, cetaceans, and sea 
turtles affected by oil spills in marine waters of the State. 

B. The NMFS hereby agrees to: 

1. Cooperate fully with the OSPR and the OWCN in the rescue 
and rehabilitation of pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles 
affected by oil spills in marine waters of the State. 

2. Encourage the C~MSN to provide the OSPR, upon request, 
with copies of all data and medical records regarding 
pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles affected by oil spills 
in marine waters of the State. 

3. Encourage the CMMSN to provide the OSPR with pelage, 
blood, tissue, and organ samples, as requested, to the extent 
that they are available or can be collected as part of 
regularly conducted veterinary practices. 

4. Develop training materials, in consultation with the 
OSPR, for use by the C~Y,SN and the OWCN, dealing with species 
identification, restraint and capture techniques, medical 
care, biological sampling, and sample preservation consistent 
with applicable laws and regulations. 

5. Ensure that the OSPR is fully informed prior to the 
release of information to the Information Officer and/or the 
Joint Informatio~ Center (JIC) regarding the numbers, 
species, or condition of pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea 
turtles affected by oil spills in marine waters of the State. 

6. Provide to the OWCN Program Director, with regular 
updates, contact phone numbers and addresses of all CMMSN 
rehabilitation facilities and scientific ins~itutions, and 
provide, in advance, copies of all forms to be completed by 
the OSPR pursuant to the attached protocols. 

C. The OSPR and the NMFS fur~her mutually understand and agree 
that: 

1. The primary purposes of this agreement are (a) to ensure 
that -pinnineds, - cetaceans, and sea turtles affected bv . oil 
spills in marine waters of the State receive the best 

. 

achievable treatment and (b) to ensure the collection of 
sound biological and chemical data on such affected resources 



in orde~ that natu~al ~esou~ce injuries and/o~ damages can be 
accurately identified and assessed. 

2. To the extent possible, and as dete~mined by the Unified 
Command, pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles affected by 
oil snills in marine waters of the State will be captured and 
t~ans~ortedto an appropriate ~ehabilication f~cility which 
is part of both the CMMSN and the OWCN. Factors to be 
considered by the Unified Command in deciding to which 
rehabilitation facility an affected animal will be 
transported include: (a) CMMSN member geographical area of 
authorization; (b) animal species; (c) medical condition and 
needs of the_animal; and (d) special medical capabilities -and
current carrying capacity of individual CMMSN and OWCN 
membe~s. 

3. No pinnipeds, cetaceans, or sea turtles affected by oil 
sPills in marine wate~s of the State and successfully 
r~habilitated will be released back into the wild without 
prior approval by the·NMFS. All animals released will be 
fitted with NMFS-approved tags. The fate of non-releasable 
animals will be determined by the NMFS in consultation with 
the OSPR. 

4 .. All original ~ecords and data collected by members of the 
CMMSN relating to pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles 
affected by oil spills in marine waters of the State and 
regarded as potential evidence in a natural resource damage 
assessment will be provided to the OSPR upon ~equest. These 
records will continue to be the property of the State and 
Federal trustee agencies, but will be placed in the custody 
of the OS?R. 

5. All dead pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles suspected 
of having been affected by oil spills in ma~ine waters of the 
State will be, as practical, recovered by the OSPR or 
the CMMSN: The carcasses will be taken to the appropriate 
oweN scientific facility for nec~opsy and/or storage, and 
then transferred to a secured storage facility identified by 
the OSPR, using appropriate chain of custody procedures, 
until full resolution of any State criminal or civil 
claims with_the Responsible Party. During this time, the 
OSPR will be responsible for maintaining the chain of custody 
of these ca~casses. Upon conclusion of full settlement, the 
OSPR will coordinate with the NMFS regarding proper 
disposition of the carcasses. 

6. All dead pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles recove~ed 
by the OSPR but not suspected of having been affected by 
oil spills in marine waters of the State will be 
released to the CY'l.lv1SN as soon as practicable following 
consultation with the NMFS. The OSPR will not dispose of any 
carcasses without the -:::rior appro-,,~al of t:.he NMFS. 



7. The Parties may enter int9 funding agreements to upgrade 
rehabilitation facilities, provide supplies, and provide 
training in order to improve their efficiency in treating and 
rehabilitating pinnipeds, cetaceans, and sea turtles affected 
by oil spills in marine ·waters of the State. 

8. The Parties may enter into agreements with research 
organizations, scientific institutions, or with other Federal 
or State agencies for the purpose of carrying out their 
responsibilities under this Agreement. Each Party shall give 
p~ior notice to the other Party of the intent to pursue such 
agreements. l>.ny such agreement must be con$istent with the 
provisions of this MOA, and any ·conflicts· shalr be resal ved 
by the Parties before any such agreement is signed by a 
P~rty. Confirmed copies of any such agreements must be 
provided to both Parties. l>.ny s~ch proposed agreement 
related to natural resource damage.assessment shall be 
confidential, shall include signed confidentiality 
agreements, and a copy shall be provided to the other Party 
for review and comment prior to signing. 

9. All samples, including biological and chemical materials, 
collected by the CMMSN which may be regarded as potential 
evidence in a natural resource damage ~ssessmen~ will be 
provided to the OSPR, upon request, using appropriate chain 
of custody procedures. These samples and materials will 
continue to be the property of the State and Federal trustee 
agencies, but will be p~aced in the custody of the OSPR. The 
OSPR will be responsible for maintaining the chain of custody 
of these samples and m~terials. 

10. Nothing contained in this MOA is intended to conflict 
with current NMFS or OSPR authorities or responsibilitiesi 
each Party will advise the other of potential or known 
conflicts. 

11. The NMFS will noclLY the OSPR within thirty days of 
authorizing a new rehabilitation facility or scientific 
institution to participate in the CMMSN or within thirty days 
of removing a rehabilitation facility's or scientific 
institution's authority to participate in the CMMSN. The 
OSPR may. invi te new CMMSN. members t9. j_oin the OWCN. 

ARTICLE III - TEP~S OF AGREEMENT 

1. This agreement shall commence on the date of last 
signature, and shall be effective through June 30, 2003.· 
This MOA will be automatically renewed every five years 
thereafter t unless the Parties agree otherwise. 

2. The terms of this MOA may be modified by a written 
agreement signed by both Parties. ~~~y action to mOGl=y or 
amend this agreement may only be taken by the Key Officials, 
or their designees. 



3. Should any disagreement arise conce~ning the 
interpretation of the terms of this MOA that cannot be 
resolved at the staff level, the area (s) of disagreement 
shall be reduced to writing for consideration by both 
Parties. If agreement on inte~retation i.s not reached 
within a reasonable amount of time, but not to exceed thirty 
days, the Parties shall fo~ward the w~itten presentation of 
the disagreement to ~espective higher officials fo~ 
resolution. 

ARTICLE IV - TER~INATION 

This· MOA-may: be- termiriated- sixty -days -after- ·wi"itten notice 
from eithe~ Pa~ty, or modified or extended by mutual 
agreement .. 

ARTICLE V - KEY OFFICIALS 

Regional Administrator 
Southwest Region 
National Marine Fishe~ies Service 

Administrato~ 
Office of Oil Spill Prevention and Response 
California Department of Fish and Game 

~.b.-.t4...N ..;;'- ~7f.:zfi .;2b 7J?4.d /9r 7 
Pet:e Bontadelli Wi.lliam T. Hogarth, Ph.D DJI.~TE 
Administrator Acting Regional Administ~ato~ 
OFFICE OF OIL SPILL PREVENTION Southwest Region 

Jl.J:>.'D RESPONSE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 



-
-
-
-
-
, 

 
~C

l
n :[: 3:

  

:r-.
.1 

H
 

H
  

Ir
j z 1-
] 

;t:
' 

z :~
 

"
j ())
 

()
-.

...
...

. 
0 (I

) 

'V
 

:u
 

(
)
 

0 Z
 

,--
] 

H
 Z
 

G
l 

tt
l Z
 n 1<
: 

'll
 

\:.
, 

r~
 

Z
 

'r
j 

0 ~d
 

::0 ll
j 

(n
 

t:
J'

ll
 

0 Z
 

U
) J 

LT
I 

~
 •.

 0 't
l 

H
 

1
-1

2
: Z
 

H
 

'r
) 

lo
J 

(I
) 

n II
J H
 :J;J
 

t'
l 

:J;
J Z
 

en
 

II"
 !.] t:
 

U
) 

llJ
 

:l
~ 

i~
] 

~ t-]
 

1:-
' 

l11
 

(/)
 :1" 'q
 

'IJ
 

tI
l 

(
)
 

1-
-] III
 

trJ
 

1<
: 

0 I-
I 

t"
' 

()
) 

't
l 

L-
' 

1-
' 

U
) H
tJ

 
Z

 
'$

 
',;J

 
~u

 
H

 Z
 

tl
j 

~:
 

;I:J
 

I
]
 

1'1
 

~1
J 

(}
) o ,·t
J 

1-
] :1:
 

ll
J ef)
 

H
 

:'"
 J .. I Ir
j . o IT
I D.
 

( :-'  H
 

'T
J o 'd
 Z
 

I·
' 

:10
' 

.

"J
 

'l
 

(\
J 

(0
 I (j
) 

<
;'

 
~
,
 

I·
J·

 
;:1

 
~I

 
I·"

 :J. 0 'V
 

t·
,·

 
:J ::J

 
I·"

 
0 I'll

 
\1

. 
{J

l 

O
\1

II
J ' ',;.1

 
b 

    

,<
 

<I
I 

I'"
 

b
'

("
I' 

I"
 ::1 LO
 

I-
h 

III
 

I--
h 

I~
 

(lJ
 

(D
 I U

I 
~.

 

I·"
 

;:1
 

;:1
 

1-
" !J
 

LO
 

'0
 

1-
" ::.1
 ::1 I·
', 

'c
j (0
 

1'1
, 

0"
 

(0
 

1
-'

 
I'"

 
(D

 
<!

 
III

 
p

.

0 II
I 

I'
h

 
I'

" 
<D

 n (t
 

!ll
 

p
. 

U
't

n
 

,<
 

II
I t'J
 

0 1
,'

·0
 

1-
-' ....
. 

[J
J , 1
-'

 
1

-'
 

I·"
, 

(f
) rt
 

o b
" CD
 

I·J
· 

::J
 3 (l

J p
. 

I·
', 

1\1
 

II
 

(0
 

1
-'

 
'<

 
Ii

 
(\)

 
'l

l o I'
i 

n (l
l 

0
.1

'1
 

n O
lJ

'

n ::f
 

<D
 

(I
) 

't
) 

~
u
 

1
0

 
(\

I q lf
l 

o :-J
 :J (0
 

1
-'

 

o ::J
 

III
 

1·
1.

 
r1

'c
J 

(I
l 

; 

(;.)
 

I'
] !:r
' 

U
'(

lO
 

(
fl

 

'l
) 

~-
u 

'0
 

Il
 

I·
'· 

1
-'

 
1-

·' · , .... (()
 

CD
 

{J
l 0 ::1 ::1 ([I
 

:s
 .... I· I :1 <: U
I 

(t
 

I·
', 

\11
 

(r
 

<D
 

rl
 

::r
 · 

!I
l :.1'

 
(I

' 
I-

I.
 

:J I~
 

II
I .... I :J L

f)
 

0 :J
 

(lJ
 

O
· 

I-
h 

n :J"
 

(\I
 

Ii
 

(I>
 

{f
) 0 :'j {J
l 

(\
l <: (0
 

II
I tf)
 

!l>
 

1
-'

 
{J

l 0 Il
 

U
l 

~~
 

'{
j 

'd
 

o Ii
 

n
w

 

<~
 

(\I
 

U
lt

n
 

III
 

(I>
 

1·
-' 

{J
l 

1-
' 

I'"
 

{f
) n
U

l 
W

I·
" 

p
,t

O
 

I·
'· :J n
lC

l 
:J"

 
(I>

 

II
I 

'{
j 

'(
I I'
l 

o t(
l 1-1

 
1-

" P)
 

("
I 

(I
l 

;r;
l 

Il
 

({)
 

\11
 

()
 · 

o ("
I .... I ::1 LO
 

fD
 

:J
 

n ,< '(
) 

1·
-' 

III
 

!J
 

t.o
J 

0
,
 1-
'1 ::r
 

(\I
 

1
"
'1

"
'0

 
()

) 
Il

J
 

:u
 

1
ll"

(1
 

(0
 

Ii
 

{J
l 0 ::1
 :J (\1
 

1
-'

 

n
:s

 
1-

" 1·
-' 

1
-'

 

n
c
r
 

P
' 

CO
 ::1 ::1
 

O
.1

ll
 

X
' 

CD
 

Il'
 

p
. 

(\J
 n I·
', 

2!
(f)

 
I·"

 
0 ::1 0 ::J

 

~
 :J"
 

II>
 

n ::J"
 

(0
 

Ii
 

0 I-l
 ::1 0 n 

It
 

~j
 

I-
I. rt
 

P
,r

D
 

I'
i 

()
 

rt
 

'd
 

0
" :J'
 

"I
J 

(f
) · 

1-
" 

n II
I 

(\
I 

{f
) I::
 

(D
 

\11
 

(\1
 

::1
 

\11
 

(J
l 

CD
 

o ::J
 

n (lJ
 

Z
 

LO
 r: .... I p
. 

(lJ
 

I-
J 

I·
', ::1
 

CD
 

{f
l 0 :J '0
 

\1)
 

to
 

(]) 

U
l 

0 I-
h rt
 :3'
 

<I
I 0 n r-: ::1
 

(lJ
 

::J
 

n 

I·
·"

f'
. ' 

::
1

n
H

 
1"1

> 

n
n

 
:J'

 
n.

C
D

 

0 (j
) 

'd
 

~
d
 

O
'd

 
co

 
q [J

J 0 :J iJ
 

(0
 

1
-'

 

1'1
; 

(0
 

n I·
',

 
p

. 
(0

 

n :::
f 

1\1
 

n \11
 

I
i co U
I 

n r~
 

(l
J \11
 

n n ([)
 

::1
 

'0
 

("1
 

(J
l 

~J
' 

0 r-: 1
-'

 
1'1

, 

lJ
' 

(\)
 

::-1
 

I·
',

 

1-
" 

III
 

((
J 

.... n :.J
' 

(D
 

(j
) 

'U
 

~
 

'0
 

III
 

q U
l 

0 
n

::
I ::J
 

<D
 

1
-'

 

~.
 

1·
-' 

1
-'

 

()
 

!J
 

n 1\
) () ("
I rr
 

:J'
 

CD
 

1\
) 

'd
 

Ii
 

III
 J.
 

0 'e
l Il
 

1-
>· 

ct
· 

(ll
 ::l \11
 

q I ~J
 

(0
 

::1
 

\11
 

::l \11
 

1
-'

 

'l
 

(l>
 

~1
··

 

III
 

tJ
' 

I·"
 

1
-'

 
I·"

 
r
t III
 

n I'
· 

0 :J n co
 

:J
 

III
 

q ~
 

::d
 

n n
o

 
o ()

 o o I'
l p
. 

1-
" ::1
 

II
I 

n ([
l'n

 
rt

 
~J

' 
(I

) 1
\ 

(0
 

1I
l 

()
 

r~
 

(0
 

tJ
1 ' C
:' 

1(
1 0 ::1

 

n II
I 

'0
 

rt r-: Ii
 

fD
fD

U
I(

lJ
 

II
I :::1
 

p
. 

I"
"e

) Ii
 

I"
 

Ii
 

8
8

0
 

rt
 .. 

0 n 0 rJ
' 

~I
 

\11
 

O
~
j
 

U
l 

'0
 

0 Ii
 

n cl
' :) co
 

1\1
 

'(
J 

'e
j 1'
\ 

n
o

 
'e1

 
P

.l
l I·
',

 
~ll

 
c
l 

(0
 

:~
 

~l
"J
 

n , II
I 

::l 
b

'\
1

1
 

Ii
 

1-
" ::l fD
 

::-1
 

\11
 

::1
 

li
;:

J
 

\1)
 

1
-'

 

n 
O

l'
i IU
 

:-J
 

p
. 

::J
 

lQ
 

Ii
 

(()
 

td
 

0 Ii
 

n I;
, 

I'~
 

::1
 

:S
 

I·
', 

1
-'

 
1·

-' 

0
' 

CD
 

n 0 a 1-
-' 

(D
 

b
' 

1
,'

·3
: 

n
'd

 

CD
 

1\
)'<

 
(II

 

It
 

!:J
' 

(I
l 

I'
~ 

n fD
 

:~
 

:$
 

~
 

n 0 n ::
)
 

(})
 

'l
l 
~
 

'0
 

(\1
 

Ii
 

{J
l 

0 ::1 i-1
 

(lJ
 

1
-'

 

:1;
.1 

n n ~J
' 

1-
'· 

U
l 

n 1-
" ::1
 

(()
 

- ::r
 

(l
J P
I ::1 1-"
 a 1
-'

 

:!;
 

1-"
 

1·
-' 

I-
' 

b
' 

ro
 

J
' 

I\
) 

{f
l 

{I
I 1-
" 

LO
 ::J fD
 n.
 

III
 

n 
ly

'l
lI

 
{f

l ::J
 r-: (5 (II
 

'i
 

!:i
t 

0 I~
 

p
. 

\11
 

::1
 

III
 

LO
 

III
 

<I
) 

U
l CD
 

{J
l 

{f
) ro
 ::1 n '(
j r-: Ii
 

'0
 

0 (0
 

{J
l 

1-
] 

~J
" 

(lJ
 

()
 

I\
) 

(f
l 

(lJ
 

1'
11

::1
 r-: ::J
 

(
f 

fD
 

Ii
 :s I·J
· 

1
-'

 
1

-'
 

(0
 

I~
 

!l>
 n o Il
 .. 

p ID
 

P-
. 

o ::J
 

n !::
J' 

II
I ::1
 

Il
lr

o
 

I'
l 

I·J
· ::1 co
 a 1\
) 

::1
 

fU
 

1
-'

 

<I
I 

n I~
 

II
I ::l p
.{

J
l 

I·
', ::-J
 

to
 

I'
~ <I)
 

to
 

o I~
 

rI
 

o I'~
 

::1
 

t·, I·
' 1 <' (\
J lJJ fD
 

III n :~
r

(\
J n ' 1-
" :j :j 1-"
 

(j II
I n. (l
l 

I·
J ~"
 

,J
 

,<
 

~
J
 

'n
 

I·
'· · · ::1 O
 

1"
1\

 

111
 

1
-'

 
I·"

 

b
' .. 

[J
J I·"
 

!.
) 0 <! ID
 

(\)
 

PI
 n p
' 

ro
 

p '(
j .... ~j
 :J I·
'· 

'(
j CD

 
p

. .... t
 

I I '-
j :::.
1"'

 
CD

 

O
 

(D
 

:
j Il
 -'
 

([)
 

~I
l .. 1 PI
 

I~
 

(l
J I\
) 0 I'
h

 

\1)
 i-1
 

0 1-
" 

I-
J 

lf
l 

'(
1

 
I·

'·
l

1_
..1

 
I
-

1-
" {f
lL

o·
 

o b
' 

rD
 

I·
', 

::1
 ::l ro
 p
. 

1-
" 

\11
 

ct
· 

(0
 

1·
-' ,<
 

,~
 

CD
 

'0
 

o I'
~ r"
 

(0
 n.
 

rt
 

O
:

n
e

:~
).
' 

Cl
l 

O
L

(J
) 

ttl
 

~
d
 

to
 

(D
 

Ii
 

U
l 

o ::
1 ::1 eD
 

1-
-' 

o i-1
 

{f
) 

1-
" rI
' 

fD
 

l\.
.l 

, I-
J :.1'
 

rD
 

O
· 

(j
) 

II
I ::u
 

1·
··

'(1
 

(\
1

' 
Ii

 
<I

I 0 ::J
 :J (0
 

1
-'

 

~:
 

1-
" 1
-'

 
1

-'
 

It
 

P
" · 

(D
 ::1 I-
!' ::J
 <! (l

J III
 

n .... I III
 

n (0
 

rt
 

:~
r'

 
(\I

 

U
I 1-
" ::1
' 

rt
 

I"
 ::1 ::1
 

p
. 

:S
 

1-
" 

1_
' 

1-
-' 

tl
'::

1 I\
) X'
 

CO
 

P)
 

p
, 

(II
 

()
 

.-'
. 

{f
) 0 i-1
 

0 ::J
 

I-
':

S
 

b
" 

(0
 

n ~
J
 

ro
 

Ii
 

o Ii
 ::1 

n
o

 
rt

 

n ~ 0 I·J
· :J 1

-'
·t

O
 

('
I'

 
I·

', 
III

 
rl

 w
 

II
I 

I III
 

U
lL

Q
 

n s:: (l
J Il
lL

O
 

n n
ll
l 

CD
 

;3
 

'{
j n 

I\
) m
 

(\1
 n. 0 ::1 n b
' 

CD
 

o <: co
 

Ii
 

IlJ
 

1
-'

 

:s
 

(D
 

\11
 

I·
J 

n :~
f 

o I-
h 

~J
' 

(lJ
 

III
 :J I·
', a 1\
) 

1
-'

 

,f
'. ' 

I·
',

 
::1

 
1-"

 tl
-l

 
I-

h 

n
rt

 
:.

]'
 

0 (}
) 

'{
j III
 

Ii
 

{f
) 

>
j b p.
. · 

(I
l 

'l
l 
~
 

0 (lJ
 

1
-'

 

(D
 

n .... I p
. . 

(lJ
 

n ::1
' 

\11
 

rt
 

II
I Ii
 

CD
 

U
l n r: Ii)
 

III
 

r
t (I
' 

co
 

;3
 

'(
1

 
r
t {J
l ::1'
 

0 r-: 1_
' 

\1
., 

U
' 

(0
 

I·"
 

\1)
 

CD
 

p
. 

.... ,I
' 

~
'
 

rD
 

0 rn
 

'V
 

~
u
 

0
 

(D
 

Ii
 

UJ
 

0 ::1 (0
 

' :J 1
-'

 

~:
 

I·
', 

1
-'

 
1

-'
  

()
 

::J
 

n 1\
) 

n n
 

:J'
 

CD
 

IU
 

ll
 

{
j I'
i ()
 

d
 

Ii
 

I·
', 

\11
 rr
 · 

CD
 

::1
 

Il'
 

Ii
 

.... I :J 

3
r CD

 

8 111
 

:=
) \11
 

1-
,' 

q (0
 

::J
' 

III
 

0
" 

I·
', 

1
-'

 
1-

" 
("

I' IlJ
 

n 1-
" 0 ::1
 

n CI>
 

~I
 

rt
 

(lJ
 

Ii
 

:~
 

3:
 :u n n
o

o n o O
n

Ii
 

n
· ' ' '

1-
" :.1 \1
I 

("
I 11>
 

ct
 

:'J
' 

(I
) Ii
 

(D
 

III
 

()
 

-'
 

I"
 

(D
 

U
l 

c~
 

:j
 

()
 

II
I 1 

1(
1 0 '(
I J
.
 

' n r-: Ii
 

(l>
 

\1 ::1 p
. 

I'
i 

1-
" 0 Ii
 

n 0 Ii
 

I'l
l 

U
l 

'(
1

 
0 Ii

 
rr

 

cr
 

0 n ~J
' 

III
 

1\
) 

'(
j Ii
 

0 '(
1

 
Ii

 
I II

I rt
 

<D
 

~
 

::u
 

n 11
' 

;:J
 

\11
 

Il
 

I"
 :J CI>
 

;:1
 

\1)
 

::1
 a \11
 

1
-'

 

{J
l 

II
 

Ii
 

III
 :J \1
. 

I·
··

'l
l 

:
j 

LO
 

Ii
 

Cl
l 

tt
l 0 I~
 

(
o

::
1

I-
'r

tn
 

I-I
> 

0
::

1
 

Ii
 

::1 :S
 

I·
', 

1
-'

 
1

-'
 

0
" 

(0
 

tf
 -

()
 

0 ::1
 

'rJ
 

I·
-"

U
 

([)
 n II
I 

n
. '< <D
 

I·
'· 

n
:
$

 
:J'

 
CD

 
I~

 

n ::r
' 

fl)
 

:~
 

:~
 

rD
:U

 
n Ii
 

,I
' :J'
 

(I
) 

,(
! 

f;
U

 

'(
I Ii
 

\1
.::

1 :1;.
1 :J'
 

IJ
· 

(J
l 

I·
', a III
 

~)
' '· -' 0 rD
 

0 (D
 

{J
l ::1 n n 1
-'

 

b
'I

··
, 

0 ro
 

n CD
 

\1
) ::1 I .. \1)
 

1
-'

 

~
 

I·
', 

B
 n ;:J

 

1 ..
 

- 0
' 

CD
 

IlJ
 

(f
l 

{f
l 

to
 

~J
 

P
. 

III
 

n III
 

II
I (II
 :J r: III
 

Ii
 

I'
h

 
0 I'~

 

1\1
 

\11
 

U
) (D
 

\1)
 

II
I 

U
I ro
 

{f
l 

(I
l ::J
 

(D
 

::.1
 

rl
 

'r
J r: Ii
 

'0
 

0 rD
 

1I
l 

1-:
1 :T co
 

()
 r,' U
l 

(\1
 

1'
11

::1
 

~~
 

~J
 

([J
 

Ii
 

:E: I·
', 

1·
-' 

1·
·-' u'
 

(\
l 

Ii
 

((
l 

n o Ii
 

n
. 

III
 n. . 

o ::J
 

(
I
 

tJ
' 

;J
 

\1)
 

I'
l 

I'"
 :J (()
 

;J
 

\1)
 

;:1
 

~J
 

\11
 

1
-'

 

I/J
 

rt
 

Ii
 

II
I ::l p
.U

l 
I·"

 :J L
()

 

Ii
 

W
 

te.
! o I~
 

(I
 

o I)
 

::J
 

1
-'

 

 ,    ' , d
      



Dead 3eached Pinn~~eds 

. . 
1 ... ~!~!' 

. sighting of a dead beached p:':l:::.pec. the gene::-al a::-ea of 
an ci.2. sp:'ll is to ~e immediately ::--epc:::-:.ed to the 08?R personnel 
on site. 

2. T~e OS?R Dersonnel will inves~igate ehe sighting and document 
the dead beached -Dinni~ed - (whethe~ O~ ~oc t~e ca~cass is f~esh or 
deccmposed) foll·owing the protocol on Page 5 of this document. 

3. :::v"e~ ca=cass examlnea will ~e case m.!.mDer for:
damace 

~ 
assessmen= . ~ur~oses. The case number will ne ~eco:!:'cled on 

4:. :2v-e~~y at"':empt w~ 11 be rna'::le to t::-a~spo:::.-t all f::::-esn dead 
carcasses ~o the appropriate scien=ific insti=ucion for a 
complese nec~opsy in a laboratory envi~onment. A.field nec~opsy 
should noc be conducted, exceDt In 

• 

cne 
• "!, 

case wnere a carcass lS 
• 

coo large for transport. 

F-ee-.sw~mminc and Live 3eac~ed Cetacea::s 

1. J:.-J.:""":!" si~hti.ns 6f a f:::ee-swimrning c.e~acea~ belie-vee to be 
a::fec':ed. ~y an oil spill is to De immediacely repor~ed to the 
OSPR personnel on site. 

2. The OS?R personnel will investigaee the sighting using one of 
the response vessels or support vessels listed in the appropriate 
A~ea Con~ingency ?lan. 

3. ~f the OS?R personnel decide that ~ scranclng is ·imminent, 
ehey ·",ill immed.iately con::.act the appropriaee marine mammal 
rehabilitation cen~er (MMRC), sciencific inseitution (8I), and 
l\TM?S Stranding Coordinator for assiseance. ('No rescu.e attempts 
are to be made on free-swimming cetaceans) . 

4. Prior to returning a live beached cetacean back to the ocean. 
or tra~spor~ing the cetacean co ehe accropriaee MMRC, a marine 
mammal s~rand.ing report form will be completed by eicher the 
MMRC, SI, or OS?R personnel. At this time, the animal will be 
assigned a case number for damage assessment purposes. The 'case 
nu~be~ will be reco~ded on the marine mammal s~rancing reDor~ 
fo::-rn. 

2 



De~d 3e=chec Cetace~~s 

1. Any si5h~ing of a dead beached ce=acean In ~he general· area of 
a~ o~l s~:ll is to be immediacely ~epor~ed to ~he OS?R pe~son~el 
on Sl.ce. 

2. The OS:?R pe=sonnel will investiga::e the sighting, documen,: the 
dead beached ce~acean (wh~ther O~ not ~he ca~cass is =resn or 
decomposed) r a:1d immedia"Cely contac: the appropriate scien~ific 
insti,:u::ion (SI) and che :N""M?S S-:=anc.ing Coo=c.inato=. 

. , 
2very cetacean carcass will be ass::..gnec. a case number fo:::-

-damage assessment pu=poses. The case r:umber '(.'-li II :be :!:'"eco~ded on 

~. 2very attempt will be made to transpo=-c. all ce-c.acean ca=casses 
(~o::h fresh dead and decomposed) to -c.he appropria~e SI for a 
comple,:e necropsy in a laboratory envi=onmem:. (No necropsies are 
to be attempted in the field unless permission is g~an~ea by the 
:N'"M?S St=a!1ding Coordinator) .. 

?-ee-Sw~mrninc c..:1d T,i-ve Beached Sea ~u:-tles 

1. ~~~y sighting of a f~ee-swimmi~g.sea t~~~le ~elieved' ~o be 
affected by an oil spill or a live beachec. sea tu=,:le in the 
general area of an oil sDill is co be immec.iately repor::ed to t!1e 
OSPR personnel on site. 

~. The OS:?R personnel will investigate the sighting usi:1g one of 
the response vesseis 0= support vessels listed in the appropriate 
Area Contingency Plan. 

3. If the OSPR perso~~lel decide ::hat a free-swimming or live 
~eached sea tur~le has not been affected by an oil spillr ~u:: is 
likely to become affected if no action is taken r the OS?R 
personnel will trans locate the animal to anothe= site for 
release. (prior to releaser the OS?R oersonnel will contact the 
appropriate scientific institution and-the NM?S Stranding 
Coordinator to ensure proper SPecieS identification). 

. 4. If t~e OSPR Dersonnel ~ecide that a f~ee-swimming sea turtle. 
has jeen a:fec~ed by an oil spillr the OS?R personnel will 
capture the animal and immediately con~ac~ the appropria~e sea 
turtle rehabilitation cencer (STRC) anc ~he NM?S Stranding 
Coordinacor for assistance. 

~. Pr:or to t=anslocating a free-swimming or live beached sea 
t~~~le to another site for release or t~a~spo~ti~g ~he animal to 
~he a?p~ap~iate STRC 1 a sea turtle s~~a~ding =e?o~t form will be 
c8mple~2d by eithe~ ~he s~~c or t~e OS?R oe~sonnel. ..1;,t tb.i s 
:.ime, a::J..ma.l will ~e 2ssi.S:1ec. c.amage 

3 



assessment pu~poses. The case numbe= will be =ecorded on the sea 
tu~tle st:randing report: form. 

Dead 3eached Sea Tu~tles· 

1. ~ly sighting of a dead beac~ed sea tu~~le in t:he gene~al area 
of an oil spill is to be immediately reDort:ed co the OSPR 
personnel on site. 

2. The OSPR personnel will investicate the sight:ing, document: 
eve~y dead beacnedsea turcle (whe~her or not che carcass is 
fres2 or decomposed), and immediately contacc che appropriate 
sciencific institution (S1) and the NM?S Stranding Coordinator. 

3. 3very sea turtle ca~cass will be assigned a case number fo~ 
. ., 

daffiace assessment Dur~oses. The case 
""\ . -

number W2~~ be recoraea ... on 
the ~ea t:urt:le stranding·report form. 

~_. ~'~pr'r ....... v_-:f Q.L.L-_ -~~QmD~ L_ \.... W1""': .L- 1 _ ~e J...J m·a~Q u_ ro '- -~-~s~o~~ 1-_0._ .... ~ __ all sea tu~tl·e 
ca~casses (both fresh dead and decomposed) to the approp~iate S1 
for a comDlete nec~opsy in a labo~atory environment. (No 
nec~opsies a~e to be attempted in the field unless per~ission is 
granted by the NM?S Stranding Coordinator) . 



N~?S GUIDELIN~S FOR R2SCUING PIN~IPSDS A??3CTSD 
BY OIL SPItI...S 

(To be implemented·. unde::- the guidance of CD?G-OSPR 
and NO_~_ N?~A staff for the Incident Commande~) 

1 No rescue snouldbe initiated on free-swimming or beached 
pinnipeds in the vicinity of an oil spill unless ~he animal in 
~~estion is in obvious dist~ess. A good rule-of-thumb to follow 
is, __ the animal attempts to evade captu~e, leave it alone. 

2. No ~esc~e at~empc should be made of any pinnipeds hauled out 
0"" a mainland or of£sho~e island' rookery -site, . o~-'hauled out -on a
breakwa~er, Da~ge, 0::- bell buoy. The prima~y goal at these sites 
should be to boom off the immediate ayea, t.·he::-eby c::-eatl~g a 
bu££e~ zone a::-ound the site. 

3. No hazing of pinnipeds should occur unless autho::-ized by the 
Incident Commander. 
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NMFS GUIDELINES FOR RESC~~NG CETACE?~S 
A=FECT~D BY OIL SPILLS 

(To be implemented.',under the guic.ance of CDFG-OSPR 
and NO~~. NKDA staff for the Incident Commander) 

1. No rescue should ever be initiated on - ., :!:::::-eE: - s·wlmm:.ng cetaceans 
in the vicinity of an oil spill. 

2. A rescue should always be attempted on a ~eached cetacean. 
The animal should be covered with a light 'material such as a 
sheet or towel to protect it from heat stress and kept wet at 
a-.l.,L t.imes . The--eyes-, -snout , blowhole, flippers, and-flukes 
should be left uncovered at all times. The animal should be 
positioned on'its belly with shallow c.epressions made in 'the 
sand for the flippers to fit into. 

3. No.beache~ cetacean is to be pushed back out to sea without. 
first being examined by a N~FS-approved marine mammal 
veterinarian. The animal should be affixed with a N~FS
approved tag or brand Drior to being returned to the open 
ocean. 
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PROTOCOL FOR DETER~INING IF A CETACEF~ ~~S BEEN AFFECTED BY 
.~1\j OIL SPILL 

]i.. Li. ve Jl..nimal 

(In coo::!:"dinat.ion with the CDFG-OSPR and the NO.~_~ NRDA staff 
for the Incident commande~) . 

1. Determine l~ the animal is a candidate.fo::!:" rehaDilitation 
based on the NMFS guidelines. 

2. Captu::!:"e may be initiated by the approp::!:"iate ma::-ine IT,ammal 
rehabilit.at.ion center under the guidance of t.he CD?G-OSPR and 
the NO]i_~ liRDA staff. 

B. Dead Animal (Fresh or Decomposed) 
1. Complete a N~FS st::-andlng report. 
2. Tag the ca::!:"cass wit.h a field identification number. 
3. T::-ansfer the 

-
ca::!:"cass to a designated holding facility 

( ~~QQ7Q~ s~o~agQ) -~--~-- - _. 
4. Perform a necropsy. 
5. Forward t.he original st::!:"anclng reDo::!:"t and a copy of the 

nec::!:"opsy ::!:"eDort. to the NMFS. 
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NM?S GUIDELINES FOR R3SCUING S3A TUKTLES 
AF?3CTED BY OIL SPILLS 

(To be implemented under the guidance of .CDFG-OSPR 
and NO?~. N?~A s:aff for the Incident Commander) 

1. J:>.. rescue should always be ini"Ciated on a free-swimming sea 
"Curtle in the vici~ity of an oil spill unless the animal attempts 
to evade ca6ture. If the anj,mal .is captured but does not appear 
to have ~een affected, the animal should be translocated and 
released at another s.i"Ce following consultation with the 
a?prop~iate scientif~c institution or ~he NM?S Stranding 
Coordinator. 

2. A rescue should always be attempted on a beached sea tur"Cle. 
The animal sh6uld be cover~d with a light material such as a 
sheet or towel to protect it from heat stress and kept ~et at 
all times. The head and flippers should be left uncovered at 
all times. The animal should be positioned on its belly with 
shallow depressions made in the sand for the flippers to fit 
i:lto. 

3. No beached sea turtle is to be pushed back out to sea without 
first being examined by a NMFS-approved sea turtle 
vete=ina~ian. The animal must be affixed w~th a NMFS-
approved tag prior to being returned to the open ocean. 
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PROTOCOL FOR DETER~INING I? A SEA TURTLE ~~S BEEN A??ECTED 
BY .:Du\J OIL SPILL 

.!::... Li ve ?..nimal 

, 
(ID coordination wi~h the CD?G-OS?R ana s~aff 
for the Incident Commande=). 

1. Determine if the animal is a candida~e for capture based on 
the ~~FS guidelines. 

2. Capture may be initiated by the appropriate sea curtIe _________ _ 
rehabilitation center under the guidance of the CDEG-OS?R and 
the NOAP. NRDA staff . 

B. Dead . ~""1imal (Fresh or Decomposed) 
l. Complete a NM?S stranding report. 
2 .. Tag the carcass with a field identification number. 
·3. Transfer the carcass to a designated holding facility 

( ~~QQ7Q- s~o~aqe) 
~~~~-~- ~ ~ - . . 

4. Perform a necropsy .. 
5. Forwa=d the· original stranding report and a copy of the 

necropsy ~eport to the NMFS. 
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~J~IN~ MAMMAL ~~ MARINE TURTLE STRANDING REPORT SID# __________ _ 
(NMFS US:::) 

F~:::LD NO.: ________________________ __ NMFS REGIST~.TION NO. __________________ _ 
COMMON NAME: _____________________ GEW0S: ________________________ S?ECI:::S: ____________________________ _ 

EY.AMINER Name: __________________________________ Agency: __________________________ __ Phone:' ______________________ _ 

--
LOCATION TYPE OF OCCURR!:.""NCE 
State: County: Mass Stranding: (Yes) / (No) # A11imals 

Human Interaction: (Yes) / (No) / (?) 
City: Check one: --l. Boat collision 

--2. Shot 
Locali~y Details: --4. Fishery interaction 

- S. Other 

How determined: 
., 

-, ._._---- --- - -_ .. - ---. __ ._- --_ .. . . -- "-
Other Causes (; ~-"" known) : 

-' 
*Latitude: N 

*Longitude: W 

DATE OF INITIAL OBSERVATION: DATE OF EXAMINATION: 
Yr Mo Day Yr Mo Day 
CONDITION: Check one: __ l.Alive CONDITION: Check one: --1.Alive 

--2.Fresh dead __ 2.Fresh dead 
__ 3.Mode:::ate decomp. __ 3.Mode:::ace decomp. 

--4.Advanced decomp. __ 4.Advanced decomp. 
__ 5.Mummified __ 5.Mummified 

--? Unknown --? Unk.'1own 

LIVE ANIMAL - Condition and Disposition: TAGS APPLIED?: (Yes) / (No) 
Check one _l.Released at site TAGS PRESENT? : (Yes) / (No) 

or more: __ 2:Sick 
__ 3.Injured Dorsal Left Right 
_4.Died 

5.Eu::hanized Tag No. (s): 
__ 6.Rehabilitated and released' 

- ? Unknown " Color (s) : 
T=anspozoi:ed to: 

Type: 
(Died) / (Released) Date: Placement F:::ont/Rear Front/Rear 

C.~CASS - Disposition, check one: MORPHOLOGICAL DATA: 
Check one: __ 1. Left at, sJ..te '. Sex - Check one: __ l.Male 

--2.3uried __ 2.Female 

--3.Towed ? unknown 
__ 4.Sci. collection (see below) 

--
__ 5.Edu. collection (see below) Straight Length: (cm)/(in)/(est) 

--6,Other 
.. - -- *Weight: (kgl./ (d-~) /)es,t?) --

? UnK..."1own PHOTOS TAKEN? (Yes) / (Nq) 
NECROPSIED? (Yes) / (No) 

REMARKS: 

DISPOSITION OF TISSu"E/ SI<ELETAL MATERIAL: 

OMB#0646-0176 It is esti~aced ~hat comple~ion of this :crm ~equi=e5 20 minu~es. 


