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NFMP GO AL MLMA G OAL MLMA OBJECTIVE NEARSHORE FISHERY

PROBLEM

PROBLEM SPECIFICS A DD IT IO N AL  NF M P

OBJECTIVES

RESOURCE

CONSERVATION

AND

SUSTAINAB ILITY

CONSERVE HEALTH AND

DIVERSITY OF MARINE

ECOSYSTEMS AND MARINE

LIV ING RESOURCES [FGC

705 0(b)]

Conserve the health and

diversity of marine

ecosystems and marine

liv ing resources [FGC

705 0(b)(1 )]

Th ere is a  nee d to ide ntify

the im pac ts on p reda tor-

prey relationships.

Rockfish juveni les can be

importa nt diet com pon ents

of othe r spe cies  in

e co sys te m .

Use an ecosystem

approach, including species

interac tions, c om m unity

structu re, troph ic

(predator-prey) relat ionships

Assess the impact of the

nearshore f ishery on  other

species that may affect or

be affected by the

abu nda nce  of nea rsho re

finfish

Identify man-made or

environmental inf luences on

the nearshore ecosystem

Coord ina te  w ith the  MLPA

process in establishing

MPA s to conserve

ecosysetms and to provide

for non-consumptive uses

ALLOW AND ENCOURAGE

SUSTAINABLE USES [FGC

705 0(b)(2 )]

En sure  that fishe ries are

sus tainab le and  ben efits

a re  long -te rm [FGC

705 6(a)]

Ne arsh ore spec ies are

vulnerab le to

ove rexplo itation due to

biological and behavioral

traits.

Traits include: long l ife,

late maturity, increasing

fecundity with age and

size, vu lnerability to

oceanographic conditions,

mixing of species in areas,

reside ntial be hav ior.

Ad just targ et catc h leve ls to

acc oun t for unc ertainty

Fish ing for n ears hore

species has expanded

without a comprehensive

plan or assessment of

susta inability.

Both commercial and

recreational fishing have

expanded into areas that

functioned as refugia and

hav e rem ove d large r,

m ore fec und  fish. 

Ta ilor catch leve ls to

regional conditions

Prices for nearshore fish

have  incre ased  rap idly,

crea ting an  incen tive to

f ish.

Ensure that target catch

levels reflect expected

oceanographic conditions

Po pula tions s izes a re

unknown. Catch statistics

are  unrel iable.

Identify means of avoiding

localized deplet ion

Pro tec t m ore  vuln erable

populations when setting

targe t catch  levels  for a

group of species

Inclu de  byca tch  estim ates in

estimating catches by

different sectors of the

fishery

Promote total f ishing

harvest ca pacity tha t is

m atched to s us tainab le

harvest levels.

REBUILD DEPRESSED

ST OC KS  [FG C 7 055 (b);

7050(c); 7086]

Specify objective

measureable overfishing

crite ria and  spe cific

actions  fo r rebu ild ing [FGC

708 6(a) and (b )]

Po pula tions o f nea rsho re

spec ies a re lik ely

depressed due to poor

rep roduc tion  and  rela tive ly

heavy f ishing.

Cooler-water species have

suffered poor recruitment

since 1977, even as

recreational and

comm ercial catches in the

early 1980s and 1990s

remained high.

Coord ina te  w ith the  MLPA

in establ ishing marine

protected areas for restoring

depressed rockfish

populations.

Fairly al locate restr ict ions

from overf ishing and

ben efits from  recovery

[FG C 7 086 (c)(2)]

L IMIT BYCATCH TO

ACCEPTABLE TYPES AND

AMOU NTS [FGC 7056(d) and

7085]

Analyze bycatch and

adopt measures that

minimize bycatch, or

bycatch morta lity [FGC

7085]

Nea rshore sp ecies m ix,

making it  dif ficult  to target

specif ic species

Develop collaborative

monitoring of bycatch.
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Develop means and

incentives  to minim ize

byca tch in c oop eration  with

user groups.

MAINTAIN, RESTORE, OR

ENHANCE NEARSHORE

FISHERY HABITAT [FGC

7056(b) and 7084]

Human inpacts unrelated

to nearsh ore fish ery

threa ten habitat.

Identify and assess key

hab itats an d iden tify

measures to enhance as

app ropria te

Identify and minimize fishing

ac tivities  that  adv ersely

impac t hab itats

Coord ina te  w ith the  MLPA

in prote cting fish ery hab itats

through MPAs

COORDINATE AND

COOPERATE W ITH

ADJACENT STATES AND

ME XICO  [FG C 7 050 (b)(9)]

California shares

nearshore f ish populat ions

with the states of Oregon

and  W ash ington , and  with

Mexico

There are significant

geographic d ifferences  in

the biological and

socio-econom ic

dim ens ions  of the fish ery

Encourage regional

approaches to managem ent

Some species are under

Federal management but

occ ur m ainly in sta te

waters, complicating

managem ent

Develop management

m eas ures  that are

consistent with the Federal

FMP.

Seek transfer of

managem ent authority from

the Federal government for

appropriate species

SCIENCE-BASED

DECISIONMAKING

BASE DECISIONS ON BEST

SCIENTIFIC AND OTHER

INFORMATION A VAILABLE

W ITHOUT DELAYING PLAN

[FG C 7 056 (G) A ND  707 2(B )]

Ob tain es sen tial fishery

information [FGC 7060]

Biological and

socioeconomic information

is inadequate and

unreliable

Landings records and

recreational surveys do

no t allow  reliab le

monitoring 

Obtain EFI for the

nearshore f ishery, including

inform ation a bou t life history

and habitat requirements.

Status and trends of f ish

populations and effects of

fisheries on fish

ecosystems, and f ishermen.

Coord ina te  w ith the  MLPA

in establ ishing MPAs that

can assist in research on

nearshore ecosystems and

the use of MPAs in f isheries

managem ent

Develop research

protocols [FGC 7081]

Es sen tial fishery

information will  grow

slowly, causing base of

knowledge to change

frequently

Funding for gathering

ess ential fish ery

information is l imited.

Collect an d synthes ize

information on the spatial

distr ibution of habitats and

o rg an is m s

Ensure peer review of

documents developed

under  the MLMA [FGC

7062]

Analyze the amount and

type of b ycatch  of nea rsho re

and  associa ted fish ery

COLLABORATE W ITH

FISHERMEN AND

RES EA RCHER S IN

ACQUIRING ESSENTIAL

INFORMATION AND

CONDUCTING OTHER

RE SE AR CH  [FG C 7 056 (k)]

Encourage particpation of

f ishermn in f isheries

research that ensures

objective col lect ion and

analysis of data and

collaboration in research

design and carrying out

research [FGC 7060]

Study the spatial distribution

of habitat types and

den sities o f nea rsho re

o rg an is m s

Consider alternatives to the

proxy MSY/OY app roach

and  prom ote and s upp ort

related research
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Assess stock trends using

fishery-dependent and

fishery-independent

techniques

PERIODICALLY REVIEW

THE MANAGEMENT

S YS T EM  [F GC  70 56 (m )

Establish a t imetable for

period ic  rev iew of the FMP

[FGC 7065]

Both commercial and

recre ationa l fishing a re

diff icult to monitor, and

there  exist no  fishery

independent sources of

info rm ation on  the fis he ry.

Identify t ime and resources

necessary for monitoring

and evaluating

manage ment actions.

Establish procedures for

review and amendment of

the FMP [FGC 7087]

Limited funding and other

resources may limit the

efficacy of management

measures.

Provide mechanisms in the

FM P for re spo ndin g to

changed circumstances.

CONSTITUENT

INV OL VE M EN T IN

MANAGEMENT

INV OLV E A LL  PA RTIE S IN

MAKING MANAGEMENT

DE CIS ION S [FGC  705 6(b)(7 )]

Develop an open

decisionmaing process,

seeking assistance of

interested parties and of

loca l know ledge [FGC

705 6(h)]

Re source us ers  directly

and indirectly affect each

other’s use of the

nearshore.

Develop a collaborative

process for developing and

implementing the FMP

En cou rage  con stituen ts to

make recomm endations on

the FMP, particularly at the

reg ional lev el.

Encourage broad

participation in the

development and

implementation of the FMP

Provide mult iple avenues

for con stituen ts with

different levels of interest

Coord ina te  w ith the  MLPA

and  public rulemaking

processes for the

designation of MPAs in the

nearshore ecosystem

Promote involvement of

culturally diverse consti tuent

groups

Provide wide distr ibution of

tim ely an d re liab le

information

Incre ase pu blic s tew ardsh ip

through communication and

educuation

Consider suggestions on

methods to prevent or

reduce excess e ffo rt [FGC

705 6(e)]

Invo lve c onstituen ts in

p repara tion o f FMPs  [FGC

7076(a)

Invo lve c onstituen ts in

designing research

proto cols [F GC  707 4(b)]

BALANCE AND

ENHANCE

SO CIO EC ON OM IC

BENE FITS

RECOGNIZE THE

IMPORTANCE OF

CONSUMPTIVE AND

NON-CONSUMPTIVE USES

OF THE NEARSHORE [FGC

705 0(b)(3 ) and  (4)]

Recognize the importance

of non-consumptive uses

(FG C 7 050 (b)(3)]

Ne arsh ore spec ies are

sought by commercial and

recreational fishermen,

and are important to the

esthetic enjoyment of

dive rs

Minimize confl icts among

consumptive and

non-consumptive uses

Cu ltivate lon g-term

soc io-eco nom ic ben efits

and best use practices, as

well as passive values
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Coord ina te  w ith the  MLPA

process in designating

MP As tha t ma ximize

non-consumptive uses

Coordinate management

of sport and commercial

fisherie s an d fishe ries w ith

d iffe rent gea rs  [FGC

705 6(f)]

Nearshore species

support a wide range of

activi ties--commercial and

recreational fishing and

diving. Allocation among

thes e us ers is v ery

controversia l.

Statistics on dependence

of various activi ties on

nearshore species are of

variable qual ity and

reliability

Es tab lish a  guid e to fa ir

al location under varying

levels of stock status

Maintain a sufficient

reso urce  to sup port

reasonable recreational

use  [FGC 7055©]

Encourage the growth of

commerc ia l fishe ries [FGC

705 5(d)]

Minimize impacts on

small-scale fisheries,

coastal communit ies, and

loca l economies [FGC

705 6(j)]

De creased  harvests re su lt

in economic hardship,

reduced recreational

opportunities and related

social values.

Employ management

strategies and allocation

m etho ds tha t lead to

effic ien t and  eco nom ically

viable f isheries

Encourage eff icient and

waste-minimizing f ishing

practices

Perserve diversity amoung

fishing  fleets

Generate incentives for

conservation so  that  rebuilt

stocks are an asset

Pro vide  fisherm en w ith

f lexibl ity to fishing practices

to meet varying conditions

En cou rage  fisherm en to

choose eff icient

combinations of labor and

capital

Es tablish  dispu te

resolution mechanisms

[FG C 7 056 (k); 70 59(b )(2)]

FUNDING

IMPLEMENTATION

ENSURE ADEQUATE

FUNDING FOR

MANA GEME NT [FGC 711]

En sure  that fee s m ore

acc urate ly reflect the  cos ts

o f management [FGC

710.5]

Priori tize management

activities  and  identify

funding costs, sources, and

gaps

Consider costs of

implementation in selecting

managem ent measures

Iden tify resources an d tim e

necessary for monitoring

and evaluating

managem ent measures

Es tablish  an adeq uate

long-term funding base for

scientif ic research,

encforcement, and

managem ent

Identify the resources and

time  nec ess ary to ac quire

ess ential fish ery

inform ation [F GC  708 1(b)]

Identify alternative sources

of funding for

managem ent [FGC 710.7]


