
White Shark
Carcharodon carcharias

Salmon Shark
Lamna ditropis

Shortfin Mako Shark
Isurus oxyrinchus

Large, triangular 
teeth with 
serrated edges

Long, slender teeth 
with smooth edges 
and spines at bases

Long, slender teeth 
with smooth edges

White coloration generally does not 
extend to top of gill slits

White coloration generally 
extends high above pectoral fin 
and gill slits

One keel

Two keels

One keel

Large triangular dorsal fin starts 
above rear attachment of 
pectoral fin

Large rounded dorsal fin starts 
above middle of 
pectoral fin

Second dorsal fin ahead 
of anal fin

Second dorsal fin even 
with anal fin

Second dorsal fin even with 
anal fin

Shorter dorsal fin starts behind 
back edge of 
pectoral fin

Size at birth ~ 4 to 5 feet
Maximum size ~ 21 feet

Size at birth ~ 3 feet
Maximum size ~ 10 feet

Size at birth ~ 2 to 3 feet
Maximum size ~ 19 feet

White Shark & Similar Species

Note: White sharks are protected, cannot 
be targeted, and must be released 
immediately if caught

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/White-Shark


