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large mouth extending 
upwards

Bag limits and other regulations exist for various species. Please check California fishing 
regulations for information. Fishing regulations for these species are subject to change.
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CDFW Groundfish: www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Groundfish 
Fish ID: www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Fish-ID

Bocaccio

Widow Rockfish

Canary RockfishYelloweye Rockfish

Chilipepper Rockfish

Yellowtail Rockfish

Vermilion Rockfish/Sunset RockfishCowcod

Halfbanded Rockfish

upper jaw  
extends to or beyond eye

thick, clear, gray-white 
lateral line from head 

to tail fin                                                 

smooth chin 
and upper jaw

brown specks 
on body

orange-red to red 
body with dark 

mottling

anal fin  
has rounded edgelarge distance

between eyes and mouth                             

slanted anal fin with 
8 soft rays

dark spots  
on dorsal and  

tail fins

two bars on back

yellow eye with 
rasp-like 
area
above

smooth chin 
and upper jaw

rough chin 
and upper jaw

orange-red 
body

narrow where tail 
fin attaches 

to body

bronze sides

black fin 
membranes

chin projects 
forward

red lateral line

 
upper jaw 
does not extend beyond eye

Bronzespotted Rockfish

bars radiate 
from eyes

bronze spots on sides 
and back

Mexican Rockfish

uncommon 
north of 

Channel 
Islands

Greenstriped Rockfish

Starry Rockfish

white specks on body

transitions from dark to 
light orange-red

Rosy Rockfish

purple stripes on 
head, one 
across the 
nape

white spots with 
purple borders

orange-red to purple Greenblotched Rockfish

green blotches on back

rough jaw

Greenspotted Rockfish

distinct dark green spots on head and back

deeply 
notched 
dorsal fin

blackish-red 
upper body

body orange, 
olive, or brown

black spot on young fish; 
fades with age 

retention 
prohibitedprohibited 
in California

fins yellowish

large 
mouth

slanted 
anal fin

retention 
prohibitedprohibited 
in California

upturned 
jaw

retention 
prohibitedprohibited 
in California

dusky vertical 
bars on sides

3-6 large white 
spots on 
back

large 
mouth

pinkish-yellow with 4 mottled, horizontal 
green stripes

long second 
anal fin 

spine

green 
streaks in tail 
fin membranes

smooth chin 
and upper jaw

yellowish-
pink body 

and fins

relatively 
small 
mouth

yellow to 
red or 
pale pink

orange to deep 
red/brown

bright red/pink 
lateral line

 
upper jaw 
does not extend beyond eye

strong, dark 
protruding 
knob on 
lower lip
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Fish line drawings from CDFG Guide to the Coastal Marine Fishes of California - Fish Bulletin 157 by D.J. Miller and R.N. Lea.
Colorization of pink rockfish by C. Makeyev, CDFW; colorization of all other line drawings by L. Sinclair, PSMFC

Freckled Rockfish

Redstripe Rockfish

Rosethorn Rockfish

Honeycomb Rockfish

Stripetail Rockfish

Pinkrose Rockfish

Flag Rockfish

Swordspine Rockfish

Tiger Rockfish

dark green freckles 
on body and streaks 

in tail fin

orange-brown

gray lateral line 
bordered by green 
                   and red

faint spot 
on gill cover

orange/yellow/red with yellow-green tint

4-5 white/pink 
blotches on 

back

dark-edged scales 
form honeycomb 

pattern on sides

pink to whitish belly

dark green stripes 
on tail

first band slants 
forward onto 
gill cover

4 large red bands 
on body

orange-red, sometimes 
purple mottling 
on back

Shortbelly Rockfish

Speckled Rockfish

Chameleon Rockfish

Dwarf-red Rockfish

Silvergray Rockfish

Pygmy Rockfish

Squarespot Rockfish

a small fish, usually 
less than 12 in. long

anus at 
mid-belly

dark specks cover 
most of body and 

dorsal fin

vague 
saddles may be 
present on back

spines on mouth 
edge have 

multiple points
light pink when first 

caught, turning crimson

often faint 
dusky 

streaks on 
back

a small fish, usually 
less than 8 in. long

dusky red on back 
fading to light red on 
belly

small eyes 
and mouth

dusky tan

tan, pink, 
orange, red

mouth large;  
chin projects 
forward

gunmetal gray body 
with pink lateral line

white belly

Pink Rockfish

pink/orange with blotchy olive green markings  
on upper body

3-5 white or pink 
blotches on back 

squarish blotches 
on back

3-5 white blotches  
above
lateral line

narrow head,  
pointed snout

tail fin darker than 
pelvic or anal fins

5-6 dark 
bars

pinkish-orange to 
dark orange/red 

body

first bar ends 
above pectoral fin

pink to olive-pink 
above, lighter pink 
below

tan or brown, often 
with pink/yellow 
overtones

dusky red fin rays 
except on anal fin

a small fish, usually 
less than 8 in. long

small, dark blotches 
along base of 
dorsal fin

two knobs 
extending from 
upper lip

often very light saddle
colorations  
on back

large eye

strong 
black knob

saddle colorations 
on back

spines on lower 
edge of gill  
cover

scales on 
underside of jaw red, red-orange, or 

yellowish-red

4-5 white/pink 
blotches on back

white belly

3-5 white blotches 
on back, sometimes w/

green edging

long second 
anal fin spine


