
Slope Rockfish of California
Pursuant to California Code of Regulations Title 14, Sections 1.91(a)(4) and 28.55

Splitnose Rockfish Darkblotched Rockfish Bank Rockfish 
“Red Widow”

Aurora Rockfish Blackgill Rockfish Redbanded Rockfish

Pacific Ocean Perch Sharpchin Rockfish Rougheye Rockfish
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CDFW Groundfish: www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Groundfish 
Fish ID: www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Fish-ID

Bag limits and other regulations exist for various species. 
Please check California fishing regulations for information. 
Fishing regulations for these species are subject to change.

Fish line drawings from CDFG Guide to the Coastal Marine Fishes of 
California - Fish Bulletin 157 by D.J. Miller and R.N. Lea; colorization of yel-
lowmouth rockfish, bank rockfish, and shortraker rockfish by C. Makeyev, 
CDFW; all other colorization of line drawings by L. Sinclair, PSMFC
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top view 
of head

prominent bony knobs 
just below upper lip

top view 
of head

shallow bony knobs 
or none at all

2nd anal fin spine thick and 
longer than 3rd spine

large knob that 
protrudes forward

light red-pink with dark 
areas under spines

dark areas on gill cover, below 
soft dorsal fin, and on caudal fin

faint reddish-orange bars 
on back

fins reddish, sometimes 
black-edged

3 to 5 irregular dark saddles 
on back crossing below 

lateral line

2nd anal fin spine shorter than 
and twice as thick as 3rd spine

black speckling on 
back, black in fin 

membranes

brown tinged with black 
or pink, to nearly white

raised lateral line is 
red or pink 

       dorsal, anal, 
   and tail fins often
   streaked with black

first bar slants 
BACK towards 

pectoral fin

jet black color 
on gill membranes

lateral line lighter than 
surrounding area

2 dark bands 
radiating 
from eye

2nd anal fin spine longer 
and thicker than 3rd spine

2 to 10 spiny ridges 
below eyes

faint bands of darker 
brownish-red mottling 
at or above lateral line

yellow, red, and black 
blotches inside  
mouth

red with yellow-orange

brown mottling on back, 
often with 3 faint dark 

bands across head

uniform pink-red

adults uniform pink-red pink to orange 

bright red, dark back, 
occasionally with dusky 

bars

white or pale pink with 
4 red or orange bars

blotchy pink or pink-brown 
with irregular dark brown 

blotches 
on back

large knob

Pink or red to  
reddish-orange

black-tipped fins 

pink, orange-pink, 
or orange-red

short, blunt gill rakers
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