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by Aaron Del Monte, Marine Region Webmaster
Get Hooked on the Marine Region and MLPA Web Sites!

The Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) Website
www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa

For the latest information on fishing regulations, 
marine resources, and news affecting our California 

coastline, your first stop should be the DFG Marine 
Region website, located at www.dfg.ca.gov/marine. 
This comprehensive information source currently 
contains well over 2,000 web pages and documents 
readily available to the public. If you are new to this 
website, we invite you to explore the valuable resources 
we have created. For those who have already visited the 
site, be sure to check back regularly, since new features, 
updates, and press releases are added every week. Here 
are some recent, noteworthy updates: 

2011-2012 Supplemental Fishing Regulations Booklet 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/sportfishing_regs2011.asp This 
page contains the 2011-2012 Supplemental Fishing 
Regulations booklet distributed in July 2011, which 
contains both marine and freshwater regulation 
updates. The booklet includes updated sport fishing 
regulations and reminders for ocean salmon and 
groundfish (including rockfish and lingcod). 

California Halibut Stock Assessment 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/sfmp/halibut-assessment.asp
DFG completed its first-ever stock assessment of 
California halibut in July 2011. The assessment examined 
two separate halibut stocks off the coast of California, 
with the boundary drawn at Point Conception. 

Final California Commercial Landings for 2010 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/landings10.asp
This page contains the final commercial landings and the 
final commercial passenger fishing vessel (party/charter 
boat) reported catches for 2010. A total of 26 tables 
available on this page contain detailed information 

from marine and inland regions throughout California.

Here are some of our most popular pages: 

California Ocean Sport Fishing Regulations Map 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/fishing_map.asp
Going ocean fishing? This should be your first stop. 
Simply click the marine location where you plan to 
fish and you will access a compact list of sport fishing 
regulations for that area. The pages are printer-friendly, 
so you can print the regulations and take them with 
you on your next fishing trip. These pages are updated 
frequently, so you can be assured that they contain the 
most up-to-date information.
 
Ocean Sport Fishing Regulations 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/sportfishing_regs2011.asp
This page features the Ocean Sport Fishing regulations 
booklet that was printed and distributed in April 2011. 
This bookmarked PDF file features bolded, italicized 
bookmark headings that denote new or updated 
regulation sections. In addition to the booklet, you will 
find links to in-season regulations changes, helpful 
illustrations and more.

Frequently Asked Questions 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/faq.asp
Do you have a question about commercial or sport 
fishing, regulations, or an individual species? The easy-
to-navigate questions and answers on this page in a 
variety of different categories are likely to lead you to 
the answer you are searching for.  

      Thank you for using the Marine Region website as 
a resource for news, information and regulations. We 
hope you will visit our site again soon!

The 1999 MLPA directed the state to design and manage 
a network of marine protected areas (MPAs) in order 
to, among other things, protect marine life and habitats, 
marine ecosystems, and marine natural heritage, as 
well as improve recreational, educational and study 
opportunities provided by marine ecosystems. This 
website contains up-to-date information about this 
exciting endeavor, including these popular resources:

MPA Mobile Website   www.dfg.ca.gov/m/MPA 
This new website allows anglers, divers and other 
ocean users to look up current information about MPA 
regulations and boundaries from personal computers, 
as well as smartphones and other portable Internet-
enabled devices. Users can search for any current MPA 

by name or county, or by using the interactive map. 
Users can also find and track their current location via 
GPS and determine whether or not they are currently 
located within an MPA.

South Coast Study Region 
www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/southcoast.asp 
The planning process for the South Coast Region 
(Point Conception to the California-Mexico border) 
has been completed.   The California Fish and Game 
Commission selected Jan. 1, 2012 as the effective 
date for implementation of the MPAs in Southern 
California. This page contains links to news, maps and 
information regarding this new network of MPAs.







Marine Management News is published three times per year 
  by the Marine Region of the California Department of 

Fish and Game for everyone interested in the management 
and conservation of California’s living marine resources. 
Through this newsletter we hope to keep all associates and 
constituents interested in participating in and/or tracking 
the progress of the Marine Life Management Act (MLMA) 
informed of developments. The MLMA strongly emphasizes 
an open decision-making process that involves people  in-
terested in or affected by management measures.

For more information on the MLMA or to sign up to be-
come more involved, please visit our Web site at www.dfg.
ca.gov/marine.
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MARINE
Management News California’s Marine Life Management  

Act (MLMA) of 1998 is an innovative, col-
laborative, science-based approach to managing 
all of California’s living marine resources. One 
of its major goals is the long-term sustainability 
of our resources and our fisheries. The MLMA 
recognizes and values the non-consumptive 
benefits of healthy marine life as well as the in-
terests of those who are economically dependent 
upon them. Implementation and enforcement of 
the MLMA is the responsibility of the California 
Department of Fish and Game, whose mission is 
to conserve wildlife and the habitats upon which 
they depend through good science and informed 
citizen involvement. For more information visit 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine.

The Marine Life Management Act

DFG Marine Region mission:

“To protect, maintain, enhance, and restore 
California’s marine ecosystems for their ecological 
values and their use and enjoyment by the public 

through good science and effective communication.”

Alternate communication formats of this document are available upon request. If reasonable accomodation is needed, call DFG at (707) 964-
5026. The California Relay Service for the deaf or hearing impaired can be utilized from TDD phones at (800) 733-2929.


