Malacothamnus abbottii
Lifeform: Perennial deciduous shrub
Blooming period: May-October 
Habitat: Riparian scrub
Section B

Sea Level rise: 

- No threat, inland species
Natural barriers: 

- No natural barriers 

Anthropogenic barriers: 
- Yes, the current range is threatened by agricultural and non vegetated lands, also low and moderate urban interface 
Land use changes: 
- No, some in the area, but a threat to the range or future range, which is predicted to stay fairly stable 
Section C
Dispersal:  
- M. abbottii appears to be confined to southern Monterey County and possibly portions of contiguous north central San Luis Obispo County.  It is a rhizomatous plant which forms colonies.   Malacothamnus spp. are attacked by a weevel and a tiny moth which can severely impact the plants.  Depending on the severity of the attack all or most seed can be consumed and the leaves and new growth stripped.  Fire temporarily kills the insects and permits seeds from new growth or new plants to enter the soil seed bank.  Cows, ground squirrels and gophers severely graze this plant (Yadon, 2011). 

Some dispersal of this plant may be possible through soil erosion brought about by flooding and consequent movement of soil containing seed.  The type specimen and syntype were apparently collected near Sargent Creek among willows along the Salinas River.  My collections match the type material from that location.  Upstream collections along Sargent Creek suggest that the plant my occur father to the east.  I have not been successful in obtaining permission to enter those properties. Plants at Sargent Creek have been moved about mechanically by clearing of flood channels and bank building near roads and oil fields (Yadon, 2011).

Physio niche: 
- The plants in the Hesperia-Bryson area of Monterey County indicate a preference for dry loam soils. Some plants at this latter location can be found in drainage channels.

Hydro niche: Yes, dependent on riparian habitat moisture regimes (CNPS). They do not require summer water, only require winter precipitation (Yadon, 2011). 
Disturbance: Neutral (CNDDB, 2011).
Interspecific interactions: None
Pollinator versatility: Neutral 
Habitat Restrictions:  No habitat restrictions due to substrates or geologic features 
Phenology: Average, neutral 
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