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A Brief Overview of the NOAA MPA A Brief Overview of the NOAA MPA 
Science Integration Working GroupScience Integration Working Group

 
 

Convening Authorities
• NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service

– Southwest Fisheries Science Center, Fisheries 
Ecology Division

• NOAA National Ocean Service
– National MPA Center Science Institute

• Pacific Fishery Management Council – partner 
in planning
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Planning Committee

• NMFS
– Sustainable Fisheries

– Protected Resources

– Habitat and Conservation

– Science & Technology

• NOS National MPA Center Science Institute

• NOS National Marine Sanctuary Program

• Pacific Fishery Management Council

• MPA Federal Advisory Committee

Funded by NMFS Office Science & Technology   ~$80K

 
 

Working Group Objectives

• The overall aim of the working group was to develop the 
scientific information necessary to integrate MPAs within 
the broader context of fishery science and management, 
including especially ecosystem based fishery 
management.

• Specific objectives were to:
– Discuss the important concepts and issues

– Engage in scientific research and modeling to develop a rational
approach for integration of MPAs with traditional fishery 
management 

– Produce peer reviewed papers, technical reports, posters and 
presentations for scientific and professional meetings, that we 
hope will be useful information to fishery managers
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Areas of Expertise of Working
Group Members

• Marine ecology
• Population ecology and stock assessment
• Economics
• Sociology
• Management
• Private sector 
• Participants approved by Planning Committee

 
 

Series of Workshops with
Multiple Working Groups

• Initial workshop
– Introductions

– Terms of Reference

– Review and modify draft questions from Planning Committee

– Breakout into smaller working groups

• WG1 - Fisheries / MPA Ecosystem Modeling Group

• WG2 - Connectivity Working Group

• WG3 - MPAs for Natural Heritage Working Group

• NMFS Santa Cruz Laboratory and NMPAC Science 
Institute provided logistical support

 
 

Appendix C                     Page 3 of 8 



Marine Protected Areas and Fisheries Integration Workshop 
California Department of Fish and Game, Marine Region 
March 29-30, 2011 ~ San Diego, CA 

  

Connectivity Working Group

• Loo Botsford ‐ UC Davis
• Dan Brumbaugh ‐ Museum Natural History
• Dave Fluharty ‐ University Washington
• Churchill Grimes  ‐ NMFS SWFSC
• Julie Kellner ‐ UC Davis
• John Largier ‐ UC Davis
• Michael O’Farrell  ‐ NMFS SWFSC
• Steve Ralston  ‐ NMFS SWFSC
• Elaine Soulanille ‐ NMFS SWFSC  (team coordinator)
• Vidar Wespestad ‐ Resource Analysts International

 
 

Natural Heritage Working Group

• Peter Auster ‐ University of Connecticut
• Rikki Dunsmore ‐ NOS NMPAC‐SI  (team coordinator)
• Andy Rosenberg  ‐ University of New Hampshire
• Charles Wahle ‐NOS NMPAC‐SI
• Bob Warner  ‐ UC Santa Barbara
• Mary Yoklavich ‐ NMFS SWFSC
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Maternal Effects and MPAs Team

• Steve Berkeley  ‐ UC Santa Cruz
• Selina Heppell ‐ Oregon State University
• Lisa Krigsman ‐NOS NMPAC‐SI 
• Yasmin Lucero  ‐ UC Santa Cruz
• Steve Munch  ‐ SUNY Stonybrook
• Michael O’Farrell  ‐ NOS NMPAC‐SI
• Steve Ralston  ‐ NMFS SWFSC
• Wade Smith  ‐ Oregon State University
• Paul Spencer  ‐ NMFS AFSC

Formed later to elucidate links between maternal age
dependent processes and spatial fisheries management 

 
 

Some Working Group Publications
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Density‐Ratio Working Group
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Density‐Ratio Working Group
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