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Mr. Stopher,
I am writing to prostest the newly proposed suction drege regulations for the State of California. Studies have
shown that dredging is beneficial, not harmful to fish. The economic impact of said regulations will
unnecessarily impact many people who rely on these activites for their livlihoods.
sincerely,
Tim Gilbreth
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All the studies have been done over and over for the last
twenty years and the results are always the same, no
adverse effects on the environment. Using science for
these studies, on dredging always makes you people look
pretty bad, (DFG), as long as nothing is skewed or tainted
to project your slanted environmental views. DFG. Has cost
the state of California millions of dollars by the actions they
have taken along with the environmentalist. No wonder the
state of California is so dam broke. After stealing our
dredging fees and loosing all the monies involved with
dredging over the last four years, you would think a prudent
person would be placed in charge of the California Dept. of
Fish and Game.
Claim holders in Calif. Ken and Rayetta Greenwell
Fallon, NV. 89406
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HelloReviewing the DFG proposed suction dredge "rules" found
many fatal errors and suppositions that will totally destroy the
small mining industry in the "Golden State",
as well as Harm many support businesses.
Several of my family members travel to California and help
support the local economy at around $ 1500 per trip and now
are thinking of other destinations!! SAD !
Thirty years of experience dredging in California, I have
NEVER seen a fish harmed, on the contrary the fish like to
feed off the end om my dredge sluice, and become Welcome
Friends!!! Not what I feel or think, but what I know from
experience.!
Last season (2010) tried "power sluicing" and spent most of my
time "cleaning up and picking Up and packing out" , litter left
from other river users i.e. rafters, fisherman, et ! Yuck !
As a "native son" of the Golden State, l hope that wisdom
prevails as shown on the "Great Seal of California" and the
industry and hope indicated there-in is not destroyed. by a
whim.
Sincerely
George McConnell
www.Nuggetgeorge @ q.com
Here's a Learning Challenge: Go See Dave McCracken at the
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New 49'ers (www.Goldgold.com) and He probably be Happy
to Teach You what Dredging is all about and its noneffects. You can witness and Experience Dredging for
Yourself..
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Mark Stopher
Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001

Regarding dredging on the Klamath River.
I dredged on the Klamath from 1995 to 1999, five years, in the summer, diving 6 hours a day in
3 two hour dives.
So I do have some experience, my estimate is 5,000 hours under water.
What we experience is the best place to fish is off the back of a dredge as the material brought
up from the river bottom,
is what the fish just love to eat.
We recovered lots of lead from fishing weights and bullets from dredging in the river.
We lived on the river year round so we would take walks along the river in the fall, winter and
spring sometimes daily.
We were there for the flood of 96 the river rose 43 1/2 feet and the Independence Bridge was
just shaking like a leaf
with the water up to the bottom of the bridge, we though for sure the bridge would be washed
away, but it remains.
In my experience dredging has no adverse impact on fish, like I said dredgers feed the fish, I
would encourage you to
go under water at an operating dredge to observe the fish.
At any rate dredging is a tremendous amount of work, moving lots of rocks underwater - I call
this therapy, it is not
a very profitable business so is best considered a hobby it is a tremendous amount of fun.
I absolutely love prospecting diving and dredging.
The reason I left is in September of 1998 I got two blood clots in my left lung so the Doctor said
I should find something
else to do, which I did.
In my opinion, dredging does not have an adverse impact on the Klamath river or any river and
is beneficial to fish, providing
fresh gravels for spawning grounds as well as providing food for the fish.
I do not dredge at this time and would need a doctors clearance to do so in the future, at this
time I am caring for my wife
so not dredging in my future.
Sincerely,
Bill Severson
19298 Stratford Way
Apple Valley, CA 92308
c 760-900-1638
wseverson@msn.com

!"#$%&%'(%&

041311_Shires
*+,-$./0 !"#$%&'()*+,-%'1"/$0 .+,'+/,012(34*%5(672(8966(:;<=;8>(3?(@A
23'40
5'0

A+**1(!B%*+/
,C-/"#$%&',*+,-+D,C-E#0E-&F

Mark Stopher
California Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001
Dear Sir,
I own several mining claims in your state. I am also a member of the GPAA.
Please consider my following comments regarding the SEIR and Proposed Regulations for suction
dredge mining in California: I take strong exception to the Department using an arbitrary and
misleading baseline within the SEIR in an under handed attempt to make the impacts from suction
dredging appear greater than they really are, and in an attempt to marginalize the serious economic and
social impacts to all Americans which would result from your proposed regulations. You should use a
proper baseline that is based upon existing dredge and small business activity under the 1994 regulations
during the season before the moratorium was imposed.
Your SEIR relies unreasonably upon the unfounded conclusions of Charles Alpers’ who has allowed his
personal political agenda to get in the way of real science.
The SEIR does not give enough weight to the discovery by Rick Humphries Report of California Water
Resources Control Board that normal gold dredges are effective at recovering at least 98% of the
mercury from the bottom ofCalifornia’s waterways.
The SEIR does not acknowledge, based upon your own survey results, that suction dredgers have been
removing over 7,000 ounces of mercury or more every year under the 1994 regulations from
California’s waterways. That amounts to 98,000 ounces during the 14 years we operated under the 1994
regulations! Adoption of the SEIR position would be fundamentally unreasonable in a context where
the mercury is inevitably migrating downstream to areas where it is believed to be potentially harmful.
There is no evidence presented in the SEIR that 14 years of dredging under the 1994 regulations ever
harmed a single fish, much less threatened the viability of an entire species. What if I want to operate a
dredge in some part of California where there would not be a deleterious impact? A limit on permits
may prohibit me or someone else from using a suction dredge without a viable reason.
I do not believe DFG has the authority to declare a wholesale prohibition to dredge mining in the other
vast areas which exist on the public lands that would not be covered by the blanket permit. DFG has a
site inspection mechanism allowing you to consider more individualized impacts in areas, and during
time periods, whe nand where dredging would not be allowed in a statewide program.
There should not be a delay in signing off on a site inspection in cases where DFG officials cannot
identify a deleterious impact. There should be a time limit in the regulations in which the application
will be approved or disapproved. Due process should be allowed if I desire to appeal an application
!"#$%&%'(%)

which has been disapproved. Permits should be transferable if there is going to be a limit on the
number allowed under a statewide program. Otherwise, miners will make the substantial investment
into developing a viable mine and then not be able to transfer ownership to someone new who will be
able to dredge it, therefore losing some or most of the value. I do not believe that DFG has the
authority to step onto the public lands and impose a permit restriction upon the productive capacity of
my dredge without also coming up with specific reasons why existing capacities under the 1994
regulations are creating a deleterious impact upon fish.
Please leave nozzle restriction sizesas they were in the 1994 regulations.
The regulations should also allow a wear tolerance factor on nozzle restrictor rings. I suggest 3/8 of an
inch(diameter) is reasonable If a dredger wants to operate a dredge having a larger
nozzle than is allowed under a statewide permitting scheme, the Department should allow the activity as
long as no deleterious impact can be determined through a site inspection.
This proposal is just supported by your “precautionary approach.” Except for those areas where you
can demonstrate that a deleterious impact has been created under the existing regulations, please leave
our seasons as they have been since 1994.
Gold miners should be afforded due process, and should be allowed to proceed in areas which are not
allowed under a statewide permit, as long as a site inspection cannot turn up evidence of a deleterious
impact.
I do not see that the SEIR contains evidence of a deleterious impact upon fish to support the reduction
of existing dredging seasons that are inthe 1994 regulations. This proposal is only supported by your
“precautionary approach.” Except for those time periods where you can demonstrate that a deleterious
impact has been created under the existing
regulations, you leave our seasons as they have been since 1994.
The SEIR has not presented any real evidence that dredging
within three feet of the stream bank has ever harmed a single fish. This prohibition would prevent
beginners, non-swimmers or children from starting closer to the shore where water is shallower and
more safe.
Prohibiting dredging within three feet of the edge of the river will eliminate a significant portion of the
operational value (perhaps even all of it) on some dredging properties.
It would be more productive to provide better language describing what the “bank” is in relation to
dredge mining. For example, is there a “bank” in relationship to a gravel bar out in the waterway that is
partially outof the water? What about a bar alongside the waterway that is submerged during the spring,
but emerges more and more out of the water as the dry season evolves? Existing language is not clear
enough. The proper answer is to clear that up, rather than impose an additional buffer zone which
reduces our mining opportunities.
Fish & Game Section 5600 already allows a site inspection mechanism for the Department to determine
if a dredging program is deleterious to fish. Therefore, also imposing a Section 1600 requirement upon
dredgers who wish to mine at a time or location that is otherwise closed, or to use larger nozzle than is
allowed under a statewide permit, when there is little or no chance the dredge project will create a
substantial impact upon the bed or bank of the waterway, would be an unreasonable imposition upon
dredge-miners. Nobody else in California is required to pursue a Section 1600 permit until their activity
rises to the level of requiring one. It should not be any different for suction dredgers. This also applies
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to the use of power winches, which provide the only safe and efficient means of progressing when
some rocks are too heavy to move by hand, or they cannot be rolled over other rocks that are in the
way. You should not impose a 1600 Agreement requirement upon a gold dredger unless the
surface disturbance rises to the level which triggers Section 1600 of the Fish & Game Code.
The 1994 regulations already prohibit dredge operation at times when fish may be too small to swim
away from pump intakes as they are already being manufactured.
Most dredges today are being produced using 3/16 th inch or 15/64th inch holes for the pump intakes.
To avoid conflict, you should adopt something larger than the two hole sizes which are already being
used on most dredges in California.
Since existing regulations already set the times and places where dredging is not deleterious to fish, I do
not see any practical reason to force dredge-miners to inform DFG exactly where they are dredging –
and then hold them to the location unless the permit is amended.
Since I intend to prospect, I will not know the exact locations where I will be dredging at the time I
apply for my permit. You should broaden the location requirement in your permit application to naming
the waterways where I intend to work. This will allow me some flexibility to move around in search of
gold without having to make an expensive trip to the closest Department license sales office to amend
my permit.
There is no practical way of attaching a sign to a small dredge! What does this have to do with
preventing a deleterious impact upon fish?
If you must have an identification number on my dredge, you should eliminate the requirement of 3inch number and allow the numbers to be marked either on the pontoons or the sluice box, but only if
it is possible to do so. This would allow smaller numbers in the case of smaller dredges.
I question your authority on placing any requirement upon suction dredgers in this matter, other than to
prohibit the spillage of fuel Millions of boaters all over California are allowed to keep fuel safely in their
boats. Your proposed regualtions would prohibit suction dredgers from doing the very same thing!
There are plenty of effective ways to prevent fuel from leaking into the waterway without making a
dredgeminer hike 100 feet up the embankment. At the very least, fuel can be placed inside of a boat, or
inside a sealed catch tub of some kind up on the embankment to prevent leakage. These catch tubs are
already routinely part of a dredge program to assist with cleanup of concentrates. It is unreasonable to
propose that every suction dredger must now do a survey before dredging to make certain that there is
no place within 30 feet downriver where more than 40 muscles per square yard exist before dropping
tailings! Some rivers are so inundated with muscles; this imposition would amount to a suction dredge
prohibition in a large part of the waterway! And why, since there are so many? How does the protection
of mussels from dredge-miners conform to the language of Section 5653? Please drop this silly mussel
idea from final regulations.
Since it is impossible to move tailings and rocks upstream against a swift current, the requirement to fill
in our holes and level off our tailings is unrealistic.
Ample evidence shows that salmon are less likely to place their redds in a heaped tailing pile, than they
are on a pre-mining grade which is inundated with unstable gravel; so your proposal will actually create
more harm than good! The dredge holes which I leave behind create cool water refuges where salmon
and other fish hold up during the warm summer months. My piled cobbles create protected habitat
where fingerlings can hide from predators. It would be better for the fish if we just allow Mother
Nature to settle things out in the next storm event.
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Your authority is limited to preventing a deleterious impact upon fish. Please drop this from proposed
regulations and leave this particular concern to local authorities where it belongs.
Thank you very much for giving careful consideration to my comments and suggestions!
Sincerely,
Terry Shires

5337 U.S. Highway 281 South Mineral Wells, Texas 76067
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Mark Stopher
Dear Sir,
AS A Impendent Small Weekend Gold dredger in California, for over 12 years now, Please consider
my following comments regarding the SEIR
and Proposed Regulations for suction dredgeSEIR Baseline is wrong: I take strong exception to the
Department using an arbitrary and misleading( No Proof Study, on the effects of dredging.)
baseline within the SEIR in an underhanded attempt to make the impacts from suction dredging
appeargreater than they really are, and in an attempt to marginalize the serious economic and
social impacts to proper baseline that is based upon existing dredge and small business activity
under the 1994 regulations during the season before the moratorium was imposed.
Mercury is not a problem: Your SEIR relies unreasonably upon the unfounded conclusions of
Charles Alpers who has allowed his personal
political agenda get in the way of real science. The SEIR does not give enough weight to the
discovery by Rick Humphries Report of California
Water Resources ControlBoard that normal gold dredges are effective at recovering at least 98% of
the mercury from the bottom of California’s waterways.
(.I myself have collected a lot of Mercury in several different rivers in CA..as well as WA state,)
The SEIR does not acknowledge, based upon your own survey results, that suction dredgers have
been removing over 7,000 ounces of mercury or more every year
under the 1994 regulations from California’s waterways. That amounts to 98,000 ounces during the
14 years we operated under the 1994 regulations!
Adoption of the SEIR position would be fundamentally unreasonable in a context where the
mercury is inevitably migrating downstream to areas where it is believed to be potentially harmful.
Since California State agencies are doing nothing to remove mercury from California’s
activewaterways, it is grossly irresponsible to point the finger at suction dredgers who are the only
ones
that are removing the mercury, at no cost to the taxpayers!Rather than reduce the amount of
mercury which we are removing from the ecosystem, the responsible
approach for State agencies would be to create a collection system in California which rewards
dredgeminersfor collecting and turning in mercury.Identification requirement:
The proposed regulations should allow visitors from other countries to use aforeign passport or
driver’s license as identification so they can apply for nonresident suction dredge
permits. Otherwise, California will be discouraging the many visitors which we already receive that
like todo their gold prospecting here.DFG should not limit the number of suction dredging permits:
There is no evidence presented in theSEIR that 14 years of dredging under the 1994 regulations ever
harmed a single fish, much less threatenedthe viability of an entire species
What if I want to operate a dredge in some part of California where therewould not be a deleterious
impact? A limit on permits may prohibit me or someone else from using a suction dredge
without a viable reason. Allowing additional dredge permits after site inspection: In the event that
DFG decides to impose (reasonable) limits in a blanket statewide permit program that will allow
for most suction dredgers, I do not believe DFG has the authority to declare a wholesale prohibition
to dredge mining in the other vast areaswhich exist on the public lands that would not be covered
by the blanket permit. DFG has a site inspection mechanism allowing you to consider more
individualized impacts in areas, and during time periods, when and where dredging would not be
allowed in a
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statewide program.On site inspections should be immediately signed off when approved: There
should not be a delay in signing off on a site inspection in cases where DFG officials cannot
identify a
deleterious impact. There should be a time limit in the regulations in which the application will be
approved or disapproved. Due process should be allowed if I desire to appeal an application which
has
been disapproved. Prior existing rights on permit acquisition: There must be an allowance for prior
existing rights on a limited permit program. Otherwise, dredge-miners who have already invested in
property and equipment could potentially lose our prior existing right to work our mining claims or
other mining opportunities (belonging to an association that provides access to mining property).
Statewide permits, if limited, should be transferable: Permits should be transferable if there is going
to be a limit on the number allowed under a statewide program. Otherwise, miners will make the
substantial
investment into developing a viable mine and then not be able`to transfer ownership to someone
new who will be able to dredge it, therefore losing some or most of the value.DFG should not
further-limit
the size of dredges under the statewide permitting program:( I personaly use a 6`` dredge with a
tribble box, loosing nothing in small gold, 5`intake), I do not believe that DFG has the authority to
step onto
the public lands and impose a permit restriction upon the productive capacity of my dredge without
also coming up with specific reasons why existing capacities under the 1994 regulations are creating
a
deleterious impact upon fish. Please leave nozzle restriction sizes as they were in the 1994
regulations. The regulations should also allow a wear tolerance factor on nozzle restrictor rings.
I suggest 3/8 of an inch (diameter) is reasonable. Allowing larger-sized nozzles after site inspection:
If a dredger wants to operate a dredge having a larger nozzle than is allowed under a statewide
permitting scheme,
the Department should allow the activity as long as no deleterious impact can be determined though
a site inspection. DFG should not further-limit the places where dredging is allowed: This proposal
is just
supported by your “precautionary approach.” Except for those areas where you can demonstrate that
a deleterious impact has been created under the existing regulations, please leave our seasons as
they have
been since 1994. Gold miners should be afforded due process, and should be allowed to proceed in
areas which are not allowed under a statewide permit, as long as a site inspection cannot turn up
evidence of a deleterious impact. Reduction of our existing dredging seasons is unreasonable: I do
not see that the SEIR containsevidence of a deleterious impact upon fish to support the reduction of
existing dredging seasons
that are in the 1994 regulations. This proposal is only supported by your “precautionary approach.”
Except for those time periods where you can demonstrate that a deleterious impact has been created
under the
existing regulations, you leave our seasons as they have been since 1994. The proposed 3-foot rule
is unreasonable: The SEIR has not presented any real evidence that dredging within three feet of the
stream bank
has ever harmed a single fish. This prohibition would prevent beginners, non-swimmers or children
from starting closer to the shore where water is shallower and more safe. Prohibiting dredging
within three feet of the edge of the river will eliminate a significant portion of the operational value
(perhaps even all of it) on some dredging properties.
It would be more productive to provide better language describing what the “bank” is in relation to
dredge
mining. For example, is there a “bank” in relationship to a gravel bar out in the waterway that is
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partially out
of the water? What about a bar alongside the waterway that is submerged during the spring, but
emerges
more and more out of the water as the dry season evolves? Existing language is not clear enough.
The
proper answer is to clear that up, rather than impose an additional buffer zone which reduces our
mining
opportunities.
Suction dredge regulations should not impose the requirement of Section 1600 Agreements: Fish &
Game Section 5600 already allows a site inspection mechanism for the Department to determine if a
dredging program is deleterious to fish. Therefore, also imposing a Section 1600 requirement upon
dredgers who wish to mine at a time or location that is otherwise closed, or to use larger nozzle than
is
allowed under a statewide permit, when there is little or no chance the dredge project will create a
substantial impact upon the bed or bank of the waterway, would be an unreasonable imposition
upon
dredge-miners. Nobody else in California is required to pursue a Section 1600 permit until their
activity
rises to the level of requiring one. It should not be any different for suction dredgers.
This also applies to the use of power winches, which provide the only safe and efficient means of
progressing when some rocks are too heavy to move by hand, or they cannot be rolled over other
rocks that
are in the way. You should not impose a 1600 Agreement requirement upon a gold dredger unless
the
surface disturbance rises to the level which triggers Section 1600 of the Fish & Game Code.
Imposition of the 3/32-inch intake requirement on pumps is unreasonable: The 1994 regulations
already prohibit dredge operation at times when fish may be too small to swim away from pump
intakes as
they are already being manufactured.
Most dredges today are being produced using 3/16th inch or 15/64th inch holes for the pump
intakes. To
avoid conflict, you should adopt something larger than the two hole sizes which are already being
used on
most dredges in California.
Allowance of permit locations must be more broad: Since existing regulations already set the times
and
places where dredging is not deleterious to fish, I do not see any practical reason to force dredgeminers to
inform DFG exactly where they are dredging – and then hold them to the location unless the permit
is
amended.
Since I intend to prospect, I will not know the exact locations where I will be dredging at the time I
apply for
my permit. You should broaden the location requirement in your permit application to naming the
waterways where I intend to work. This will allow me some flexibility to move around in search of
gold
without having to make an expensive trip to the closest Department license sales office to amend
my permit.
The proposed dredge marking system is not workable: There is no practical way of attaching a sign
to a
small dredge! What does this have to do with preventing a deleterious impact upon fish?
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If you must have an identification number on my dredge, you should eliminate the requirement of 3inch
number and allow the numbers to be marked either on the pontoons or the sluice box, but only if it
is
possible to do so. This would allow smaller numbers in the case of smaller dredges.
Fuel should be allowed within 100 feet of the waterway if kept within a water-tight container or a
boat: I question your authority on placing any requirement upon suction dredgers in this matter,
other than
to prohibit the spillage of fuel. Millions of boaters all over California are allowed to keep fuel safely
in
their boats. Your proposed regulations would prohibit suction dredgers from doing the very same
thing!
There are plenty of effective ways to prevent fuel from leaking into the waterway without making a
dredge miner
hike 100 feet up the embankment. At the very least, fuel can be placed inside of a boat, or inside a
sealed catch tub of some kind up on the embankment to prevent leakage. These catch tubs are
already
routinely part of a dredge program to assist with cleanup of concentrates.
Disturbance of mussel beds: It is unreasonable to propose that every suction dredger must now do a
survey before dredging to make certain that there is no place within 30 feet downriver where more
than 40
muscles per square yard exist before dropping tailings! Some rivers are so inundated with muscles;
this
imposition would amount to a suction dredge prohibition in a large part of the waterway! And why,
since
there are so many? How does the protection of mussels from dredge-miners conform to the
language of
Section 5653? Please drop this silly mussel idea from final regulations.
Returning the site to the pre-mining grade to the greatest extent possible: Since it is impossible to
move tailings and rocks upstream against a swift current, the requirement to fill in our holes and
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As a concerned citizen of the ecosystem immediately adjoining the California streams most threatened
suction-dredge miners, I urge DFG to prohibit suction-dredge placer mining in California’s waterways,
and adopt the no-action alternative. This type of mining is an inherently unmanageable and
inappropriate use of public waterways, Not every use of our natural resources has sufficient value to
merit allowing it, and suction dredge mining is an excellent example of such a superfluous, unnecessary
activity.
Suction dredge mining has an extremely small constituency of hobby miners. DFG is not required to
indulge the recreational wishes of every last person, and dedicate the large staff time and resources
necessary to monitor their activities. Given that the suction-dredge mining devotees include a number
of individuals who have publicly and brazenly defied governmental authority, and declared their
unwillingness to comply with any government regulation of their activity, this sort of open-ended
permission an invitation to endless cat-and-mouse games with rogue miners with no shared
understanding of the regulation.
If DFG wishes to proceed with permitting of suction-dredge mining, it must be prepared to dedicate
considerable staff to monitoring mining sites in remote locations, often operated by individuals who
have made threats of violence against observers, governmentally uniformed or not. To operate such a
program, DFG will need not just a budget, but a requirement for the exact stream locations of all
permitted suction-dredge miners.” It will also need to require discharge monitoring reports from the
miners, and regularly ground-truth them with unannounced inspections.
This is a considerable administrative challenge for an agency with limited staff time, and in exchange for
a vanishingly small material benefit to a tiny group of recreational miners. The DFG need not indulge
every gratuitous exploitation of natural resources for every miniscule return to society, and suction
dredge mining is not one that DFG must indulge.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent issue.
Jim Steitz
357 Vista Street Apt. 5
357 Vista Street Apt. 5
Ashland, OR 97520
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I am an avid catch and release fly fisherman who enjoys wading and
fishing in the many wonderful rivers in the Sierras. I have seen the
dredgers at work, clouding up the water and forcing the fragile trout
population to essentially try to feed in a dust cloud, kind of like
our soldiers in Iraq caught in a dust storm.
Please do not allow this dredging to continue for the mere pleasure
of a few recreational gold seekers. Preserving our fragile
population of fish is far more important than their fun. Obviously
they have other sources of income so its not that they are living off
their findings, whereas the trout have nowhere else to
feed.............
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From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"Matthew Rokes"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/13/2011 8:00:29 PM
Support Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Please don't allow alarmist Enviromental groups to convince the DFG that suction dredging harms our waterways. I am not a dredger, however, I have seen first
hand that dredging does little if any harm. I have seen Salmon spawning/congregating in recently dredged gravel. Perhaps they are attracked by the clean gravel.
Preventing the public from enjoying the Rivers will not increase the Salmon runs at all. There are bigger issues that could be addressed. Issues like Sea Lions at the
mouth of rivers, Indian gill netters, Japanese ocean trawlers, etc.
Please do not punish the dredgers for problems not created by them. These folks are taxpayers and they are a large part of local river communities economy.
Thank you for your consideration.
Matthew Rokes
818 west Miner Street
Yreka, CA 96097
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To you?
Sent on the Sprint® Now Network from my BlackBerry®
-----Original Message----From: Mark Stopher <MStopher@dfg.ca.gov>
Date: Thu, 14 Apr 2011 13:40:52
To: <marthacolleen@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Status of Suction Dredge DSEIR public review
email is probably your best method

Mark Stopher
Environmental Program Manager
California Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001
voice 530.225.2275
fax 530.225.2391
cell 530.945.1344

<marthacolleen@gmail.com> 4/14/2011 1:34 PM >>>
Thank you for the update. Being in NC, we aren't able to attend
meetings, how can we best submit our position / opinion?
Sent on the Sprint® Now Network from my BlackBerry®
-----Original Message----From: Mark Stopher <MStopher@dfg.ca.gov>
Sender: ca-suction-dredge-eir@googlegroups.com
Date: Thu, 14 Apr 2011 13:30:33
To: Charlie Watson<cwatson@advancedgeologic.com>; Kerwin
Krause<kerwin.krause@alaska.gov>; John<jeepest@aol.com>; Joseph
McGee<joni4cats@aol.com>; <reddy2ctsp@aol.com>; Curtis
Willie<sbishop1979@aol.com>; Charles Huss<smaltoy@aol.com>; Floyd
Vaughan<vaughan1896@aol.com>; Bonnie Kriens<mbkriens@att.net>; Chuck
Johnson<n6yii@att.net>; Tom Harris<THARRIS1950@att.net>;
Ed<traqngold@att.net>; <davemack@attglobal.net>; Gary
West<gwest@ci.vallejo.ca.us>; Jim Hart<stanford@citlink.net>; Gary
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There is faulty information being spread around about Suction Dredging and the harm it does to our
waterways. Without any recent or past data studies, and relying on word to mouth from various agencies, IE:
Bureau of land management , environmental groups , Indian tribes and other misinformed persons, we as
minors are being refused the right to gather precious minerals by suction dredging . If actual studies were
made it would be quite clear the Mother Nature does more damage to our waterways with the flooding of land
and washing all things in its way eventually to our streams and oceans. Mother Nature does not stop to sort
out trash in the process. We as minors do sort out the trash and MERCURY from our waterways as we look for
precious minerals. We take the trash we collect to the dumps and remove the MERCURY from the waterways
and dispose of it. No one can tell me that taking MERCURY and Trash out of our waterways is harmful to the
environment. The so called experts want the population to believe they are working in the planets best
interests, but they are in fact are trying to control our lives. They (the government and the brainwashed
employees) want us to believe that the mining industry including the small minor (wrongly labeled the
recreation minor) is ruining our waterways. Again I must state that there are NO scientific studies to back up
their claims. I have been prospecting science 1992 and believe me it isn’t a recreational pass time; I work hard
at trying to find the gold when I go out. I don’t know what mathematical formula these experts use, but
removing any amount of MERCURY from our streams is better then just moving it from one area to another as
Mother Nature does. When we apply for the yearly dredge permit we receive a list of areas with certain months
for different waterways in which we can dredge. These regulations protect the spawning areas of such
streams, rivers and oceans. I myself as a small minor try to supplement my retirement with the gold I might
find and I hope to find a good amount so that I can help support my community with my purchases. If the
government continues to burden me with excessive rules and permits it will cause me hardships to survive in
this day and age of high prices. I hope that all the Senators, Congressmen/woman read up and get involved in
some sort of mining activity to see exactly what the small minors are all about. I am positive that once they get
involved, they will see for themselves that we do more good then harm to the environment.
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You can't restrict dredging operations because of mere “potential” for
adverse impacts on fish. To be lawful, any restrictions must make tangible improvements
in the community or species-level survival of fish. The SEIR does not present a record to
support the restrictions you that you are proposing.
Under the endangered species act you are to develop measures that protect species “while at the
same time maintaining the project purpose ( suction dredging)to the maximum
extent possible” (Fish and Game Code § 2053).

To impose these regulations based on the "potential" you would also need to impose regulations on all activity on these
rivers, including fishing, kayaking, boating, swimming, and even walking along the banks.

I am in favor in returning to the 1994 regulations, as soon as possible as I am a placer claim owner in California, and
suction dredging is the most viable way for me to extract the gold from the river.
I am also upset that there is no mention of the positive impacts to the environment that suction dredging provides.
Between 1994 and 2009 when the regulations which I feel should return were in place, over 4 tons of mercury were
removed from the environment, by suction dredges. I feel that this information should also be told to the public, and that
all of that was done without hurting one single fish.
I do believe that there should be regulations on dredging, and the 1994 regulations were right.
Mark Edinger
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Please REJECT the concept of Suction Dredge Mining in California waters. No more permits.
It only benefits the owners of the mining permits with no economic benefit to the State of California
and absolutely no benefit to the environment quality of the streams being effective.
One only needs to go watch the suction dredging operation for five minutes to see the damage being
done. Please stop this destruction.
Thank you.
Gene Koch
Gene Koch
60 Crocker
60 Crocker Street
Ashland, OR 97520
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Mark,
I've attached a document (Clarification_Correction Letter A-1) with three items that need
review for correction or clarification in the DSEIR;
#1 Confusing/conflicting or missing DSEIR use classifications for Wild and Scenic Rivers,
primarily due to differing methods to describe Waters
#2 Refugia radius has two values in DSEIR
#3 Lack of clarity in thermal refugia descriptions as an example: Siskiyou County the
Salmon and Scott Rivers.
I've also included a second document titled Appendix A, listing all of the Wild and Scenic
rivers in California, the proposed use classification plus on the larger rivers the descriptions
from Wikipedia, hopefully this can be used as a starting point.
The major issue in my mind is that by using DFG use classifications I can then dredge on
Wild and Scenic rivers? As an example the Big Sur River, based on its description:

Monterey County- All rivers and streams east of Hwy 101, unless otherwise noted
below, Class D
I somehow don't think dredging is allowed. There is no mention of the Eel River just
county based use classifications, confusing.
Respectfully,
Craig A. Lindsay
President, North Fork Dredgers Association
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Appendix A: California Wild and Scenic Rivers
•

Amargosa River

Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From the northern boundary of Section 7, Township 21 North, Range 7 East to
100 feet upstream of the Tecopa Hot Springs Road crossing. From 100 feet downstream of the Tecopa Hot Springs
Road crossing to 100 feet upstream of the Old Spanish Trail Highway crossing near Tecopa. From the northern
boundary of Section 16, Township 20 North, Range 7 East to 100 feet upstream of the Dumont Dunes Access Road
crossing in Section 32, Township 19 North, Range 7 East. From 100 feet downstream of the Dumont Dunes Access
Road for the next 1.4 miles.
Designated Reach: January 19, 1981. From the confluence with the Sacramento River to the Nimbus Dam.
Classification/Mileage: Recreational — 23.0 miles; Total — 23.0 miles.
DFG:

San Bernardino Co.
Amargosa River Mainstem from SR-127 crossing upstream to Old Spanish
Trail crossing in Tecopa (Inyo Co) Class A
Amargosa River Mainstem from San Bernardino-Inyo County line upstream
to Saratoga Springs Class A
Inyo Co.
Amargosa River Mainstem upstream of Death Valley Road (CA 127), Class
A
•

American River (Lower)

Designated Reach: January 19, 1981. From the confluence with the Sacramento River to the Nimbus Dam.
Classification/Mileage: Recreational — 23.0 miles; Total — 23.0 miles.
DFG:

Sacramento Co.
American River Mainstem from Sacramento River upstream to Nimbus Dam,
Class A
•

American River (North Fork) — Bureau of Land Management Site

Tahoe National Forest
631 Coyote Street
Nevada City, California 95950

Bureau of Land Management
Bakersfield District
3801 Pegasus Drive
Bakersfield, California 93308

Designated Reach: November 10, 1978. From a point 0.3 miles above Heath Springs downstream to a point 1,000
feet upstream of the Colfax-Iowa Hill Bridge.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 38.3 miles; Total — 38.3 miles.
DFG:

Placer Co.
American River, North Fork Mainstem and all tributaries from Lake
Clementine Dam to Big Valley Canyon, Class G
•

Bautista Creek

San Bernardino National Forest
602 South Tippecanoe Avenue
San Bernardino, California 92408
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From the San Bernardino National Forest boundary in Section 36, Township 6
South, Range 2 East to the San Bernardino National Forest boundary in Section 2, Township 6 South, Range 1 East.
Classification/Mileage: Recreational — 9.8 miles; Total — 9.8 miles.
DFG: No classification listed except

Riverside Co.
Bautista Creek Mainstem, upstream from Fairview Ave crossing, Class A
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•

Big Sur River

Los Padres National Forest
6144 Calle Real
Goleta, California 93117
Designated Reach: June 19, 1992. From the confluence of the South and North Forks downsteam to the boundary
of the Ventana Wilderness. The South Fork and the North Fork from their headwaters to their confluence.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 19.5 miles; Total — 19.5 miles.
Located in the Ventana Wilderness, this river offers outstanding opportunities for hiking, camping, swimming and
fishing. It is one of the longest coastal California streams lined with redwoods.
DFG:
No specific classification listed except

Monterey Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams west of Hwy 101 Class A,
Multiple waters All rivers and streams east of Hwy 101, unless
otherwise noted below, Class D

•

Black Butte River

Mendocino National Forest
825 North Humboldt Avenue
Willows, California 95988
Telephone: (530) 934-3316
Designated Reach: October 17, 2006. The segment from the Mendocino County line to its confluence with the
Middle Eel River and Cold Creek from the Mendocino County line to its confluence with the Black Butte River.
From Wikipedia-The Black Butte River is located in the Mendocino National Forest of northern California in Lake,
Glenn and Mendocino counties. It is a tributary to the Middle Fork Eel River and flows northward for 24 miles (39 km)
from its headwaters near Round Mountain to the confluence with the Middle Fork Eel River. The Northern California
Coastal Wild Heritage Wilderness Act of 2006 added 21 miles (34 km) of the Black Butte River (and a tributary Cold
Creek) to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, of which 17.5 miles (28.2 km) are Wild status and 3.5 miles
[1]
(5.6 km) are Scenic.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 17.5.5 miles; Scenic — 3.57 miles; Total — 21.0 miles
DFG: No specific classification listed except

Glenn Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County west of I-5,
unless otherwise noted below, Class F
Butte Creek Mainstem, Class A IS THIS BLACK BUTTE RIVER?
Mendocino Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise
noted below, Class F
Cottonwood Creek
Inyo National Forest
351 Pacu Lane
Suite 200
Bishop, California 93514
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From its headwaters at the spring in Section 27, Township 4 South, Range 34
East to the northern boundary of Sec. 5, Township 4 South, Range 34 East.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 17.4 miles; Recreational — 4.1 miles; Total — 21.5 miles.
DFG:

Inyo Co.
Cottonwood Creek (Drains to Owens Lake) Mainstem and tributaries
upstream of Little Cottonwood Creek, Class A
Cottonwood Creek (East of Highway 168), Mainstem Class A
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•

Eel River

California Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Mendocino National Forest
825 North Humboldt Avenue
Willows, California 95988

Bureau of Land Management
Ukiah Field Office
2550 North State Street
Ukiah, California 95482

Round Valley Reservation
Post Office Box 448
Covelo, California 95428

Six Rivers National Forest
1330 Bayshore Way
Eureka, California 95501
Designated Reach: January 19, 1981. From the mouth of the river to 100 yards below Van Ardsdale Dam. The
Middle Fork from its confluence with the main stem to the southern boundary of the Yolla Bolly Wilderness Area. The
South Fork from its confluence with the main stem to the Section Four Creek confluence. The North Fork from its
confluence with the main stem to Old Gilman Ranch. The Van Duzen River from the confluence with the Eel River to
Dinsmure Bridge.
[2]
From Wikipedia: The river originates on the southern flank of Bald Mountain in northeastern Mendocino County. It
flows southeast, then west, through Mendocino National Forest and Lake County. It is impounded in Lake Pillsbury,
the reservoir created by Scott Dam.
Below Lake Pillsbury the Eel River re-enters Mendocino County, turning northwest approximately 15 miles (24 km)
east of Willits. It flows northwest in a long isolated valley, collecting many tributaries including the Middle Fork Eel
River and the North Fork Eel River. Between these two tributaries the Round Valley Indian Reservation lies east of
the Eel River.
After the North Fork confluence, the Eel River flows around Island Mountain in the southwestern corner of Trinity
County then crosses Humboldt County from the southeast to northwest, flowing in a winding course past a series of
small mountain communities. The South Fork Eel River joins as the river valley widens. U.S. Route 101 runs along
the South Fork Eel River and then the main Eel River's lower course.
After passing Scotia Bluffs near Rio Dell, the Eel River is joined by the Van Duzen River. Below that confluence, the
Eel passes Fortuna and enters the Pacific in central Humboldt County, approximately 15 miles (24 km) south of
[7]
[8]
Eureka. Eel River estuary is recognized for protection by the California Bays and Estuaries Policy.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 97.0 miles; Scenic — 28.0 miles; Recreational — 273.0; Total — 398.0 miles
DFG:

Humboldt Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise
noted below, F
Special Closures for Thermal Refugia in Klamath River Watershed, see
DSEIR chapter 2-30
Mendocino Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise noted below, F
Trinity Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise noted below, F

•

Feather River

Plumas National Forest
159 Lawrence Street
Box 11599
Quincy, California 95971
Designated Reach: October 2, 1968. The entire Middle Fork downstream from the confluence of its tributary streams
one kilometer south of Beckwourth, California.
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Classification/Mileage: Wild — 32.9 miles; Scenic — 9.7 miles; Recreational — 35.0 miles; Total — 77.6 miles.
DFG:

Butte Co.
Feather River Mainstem to Lake Oroville, Class A
Feather River, Middle Fork (Mainstem) Mainstem upstream of Lake
Oroville, Class D
Feather River, Middle Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries to Middle
Fork Feather River upstream of Lake Oroville, unless otherwise noted,
Class E
Feather River, North Fork (Mainstem) Mainstem upstream of Lake
Oroville, class D
Feather River, North Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries to North Fork
Feather River upstream of Lake Oroville, unless otherwise noted, Class
E
Feather River, South Fork (Mainstem) Mainstem upstream of Lake
Oroville, Class D
Feather River, South Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries to South Fork
Feather River upstream of Lake Oroville, unless otherwise noted, Class
E
Plumas Co.
Feather River, Middle Fork (Mainstem) Mainstem, Class D
Feather River, Middle Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries, unless
otherwise noted, Class E
Feather River, North Fork (Mainstem) Mainstem from Plumas-Butte County
Line to East Branch of North Fork Feather River, Class D
Feather River, North Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries, unless
otherwise noted, Class E
Feather River, South Fork Mainstem, Class D
Feather River, South Fork All tributaries, unless otherwise noted,
Class E
Boulder Creek (Little North Fork of Middle Fork Feather River
tributary) Mainstem and all tributaries, Class A
•

Fuller Mill Creek

San Bernardino National Forest
602 South Tippecanoe Avenue
San Bernardino, California 92408
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From the source of Fuller Mill Creek in the San Jacinto Wilderness to its
confluence with the North Fork San Jacinto River.
Classification/Mileage: Scenic — 2.6 miles; Recreational — 0.9 miles; Total — 3.5 miles.
DFG: No specific classification listed except

San Bernardino Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise
noted below, Class H

•

Kern River

Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Parks
47050 Generals Highway
Three Rivers, California 93271

Sequoia National Forest
900 West Grand Avenue
Porterville, California 93257

Designated Reach: November 24, 1987. The North Fork from the Tulare-Kern County line to its headwaters in
Sequoia National Park. The South Fork from its headwaters in the Inyo National Forest to the southern boundary of
the Domelands Wilderness in the Sequoia National Forest.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 123.1 miles; Scenic — 20.9 miles; Recreational — 7.0 miles; Total — 151.0 miles.
This river includes both the North and South Forks of the Kern. The South Fork descends through deep gorges with
large granite outcroppings and domes interspersed with open meadows. It is habitat for the golden trout, the state fish
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of California. The upper 47.5 miles of the North Fork flow through Sequoia National Park and the Golden Trout
Wilderness, a scenic area with a wide variety of recreational opportunities, as well as cultural and historical features.
DFG:

Kern Co.
Kern River, South Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries
Kern River upstream of Lake Isabella and north of SR
Tulare Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County
elevation, Class A
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County
4,000 feet elevation, Class F
•

to the South Fork
178, Class A
above 4,000 feet
between 1,000 and

Kings River

Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Parks
47050 Generals Highway
Three Rivers, California 93271

Sequoia National Forest
900 West Grand Avenue
Porterville, California 93257

Designated Reach: November 3, 1987. From the confluence of the Middle Fork and the South Fork to the point at
elevation 1,595 feet above mean sea level. The Middle Fork from its headwaters at Lake Helen to its confluence with
the main stem. The South Fork from its headwaters at Lake 11599 to its confluence with the main stem.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 65.5 miles; Recreational — 15.5 miles; Total — 81.0 miles.
This river includes the entire Middle and South Forks, which are largely in Kings Canyon National Park (although you
should be sure to check out the river on the Sequoia National Forest—just as spectacular). Beginning in glacial lakes
above timberline, the river flows through deep, steep-sided canyons, over falls and cataracts, eventually becoming an
outstanding whitewater rafting river in its lower reaches in Sequoia National Forest. Geology, scenery, recreation,
fish, wildlife and history are all significant aspects
DFG: No specific classification listed except

Fresno Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County above 4,000 feet
elevation, Class A
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams east of I-5 between 1,000 to
4,000 feet, unless otherwise noted below, Class F
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams east of I-5 less than 1,000
feet elevation, unless otherwise noted below, Class H
Kings Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise
noted below, Class H
•

Klamath River — U.S. Forest Service Site

California Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Karuk Tribe of California
Post Office Box 1016
Happy Camp, California 96039

Yurok Tribe
1034 - 6th Street
Eureka, California 95501

Klamath National Forest
1312 Fairlane Road
Yreka, California 96097

Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation
Post Office Box 817
Hoopa, California 95546

Bureau of Land Management
Arcata Field Office
1695 Hinden Road
Arcata, California 95521

Designated Reach: January 19, 1981. From the mouth to 3,600 feet below Iron Gate Dam. The Salmon River from
its confluence with the Klamath to the confluence of the North and South Forks of the Salmon River. The North Fork
of the Salmon River from the Salmon River confluence to the southern boundary of the Marble Mountain Wilderness
Area. The South Fork of the Salmon River from the Salmon River confluence to the Cecilville Bridge. The Scott River
from its confluence with the Klamath to its confluence with Schackleford Creek. All of Wooley Creek.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 12.0 miles; Scenic — 24.0 miles; Recreational — 250.0; Total — 286.0 miles.
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From Wikipedia: Upper Klamath Lake, filling a broad valley at the foot of the eastern slope of the southern High
Cascades, is considered the birthplace of the Klamath River. Its headstreams, however, begin over 100 miles
(160 km) away—as far as Crater Lake and the Oregon-Nevada border. The first 1-mile (1.6 km) stretch of the
Klamath River is known as the Link River. Not long after, however, the river is impounded in a 18-mile (29 km)-long
reservoir near Klamath Falls, Lake Ewauna, where it receives the Lost River and passes the nearly-dry bed of Lower
[10][11][12]
[13]
Klamath Lake.
Even after it flows out of this reservoir, it drops through a series of three more artificial lakes
before it crosses the Oregon-California state border and turns south near the town of Hornbrook towards the direction
of Mount Shasta. However, the river soon swings west to receive the Shasta River and Scott River, cutting deep into
[5]
the head of its canyon through the Klamath Mountains.
The route through the High and Western Cascades and the Klamath Mountains constitutes the majority of the river's
course and takes it from the arid high desert climate of its upper watershed into a temperate rainforest nourished by
Pacific rains. From the Scott River confluence, the river generally runs west along the south side of the Siskiyou
Mountains until it takes a sharp southward turn near the town of Happy Camp. There, it flows southwest over
whitewater rapids into the Klamath National Forest, receiving the Salmon River, and passing the unincorporated
community of Orleans. At Weitchpec the river reaches the southernmost point in its entire course and veers sharply
northwards as it receives the Trinity River. The Trinity River confluence also marks the point where the current of the
Klamath slows down dramatically. For the remainder of its course, it flows generally northwest through the Hoopa
Valley and Yurok Indian Reservations, passing the town of Klamath and flowing out to sea 16 miles (26 km) south of
Crescent City
DFG:

Del Norte:
Klamath River Mainstem, Class D
Humboldt Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise
noted below, Class F
Thermal Refugia: multiple creeks
Siskiyou Co.
Klamath River Mainstem from Iron Gate Reservoir upstream to
California-Oregon State Line, Class A
Cottonwood Creek (Tributary to Klamath River) Mainstem, Class A
Elk Creek (Tributary to Klamath River) Mainstem, Class A
Indian Creek (Tributary to Klamath River) Mainstem, Class A
Salmon River, South Fork Mainstem from French Creek upstream to St.
Claire Creek, Class
Thermal Refugia: Elk Creek/Salmon River, Empire Creek/Scott River,
Wooley Creek Mainstem, Class A
•

Merced River — Bureau of Land Management Site

Bureau of Land Management
Bakersfield District
3801 Pegasus Drive
Bakersfield, California 93308

Sierra National Forest
1130 O Street
Fresno, California 93721

Yosemite National Park
Post Office Box 577
Yosemite National Park, California 95389
Designated Reach: November 2, 1987 and October 23, 1992. From its source (including Red Peak Fork, Merced
Peak Fork, Triple Peak Fork, and Lyle Fork) in Yosemite National Park to a the normal maximum operating pool
(water surface level) of Lake McClure (elevation 867 feet mean sea level). The South Fork from its source in
Yosemite National Park to the confluence with the main stem.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 71.0 miles; Scenic — 16.0 miles; Recreational — 35.5 miles; Total — 122.5 miles.
DFG:

Merced Co.
Merced River Mainstem, Class C
Mariposa Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County from 2,000 to
5,000 feet elevation, Class D
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County below 2,000 feet
elevation, Class F
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•

Owens River Headwaters

Inyo National Forest
351 Pacu Lane
Suite 200
Bishop, California 93514
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. Deadman Creek from the two-forked source east of San Joaquin Peak to 100
feet upstream of Big Springs. The upper Owens River from 100 feet upstream of Big Springs to the private property
boundary in Section 19, Township 2 South, Range 28 East. Glass Creek from its two-forked source to its confluence
with Deadman Creek.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 6.3 miles; Scenic — 6.6 miles; Recreational — 6.2 miles; Total — 19.1 miles.
DFG:

Mono Co.
Unnamed Creeks (Owens River/Lake Crowley Drainage) Mainstem and
tributaries of all Unnamed Creeks within Inyo National Forest, from
Willfred Creek west to Deadman Creek , Class A
Unnamed Creeks (Owens River/Lake Crowley Drainage) Mainstem and
tributaries of all Unnamed Creeks within Inyo National Forest, from
Dry Creek south to Little Hot Creek, Class A

•

Palm Canyon Creek

San Bernardino National Forest
602 South Tippecanoe Avenue
San Bernardino, California 92408
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From the southern boundary of Section 6, Township 7 South, Range 5 East to
the San Bernardino National Forest boundary in Section 1, Township 6 South, Range 4 East.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 8.1 miles; Total — 8.1 miles.
DFG: No specific classification listed except

San Bernardino Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise
noted below, Class H
•

Piru Creek

Los Padres National Forest
6755 Hollister Avenue
Suite 150
Goleta, California 93117

Angeles National Forest
701 North Santa Anita Avenue
Arcadia, California 91006

Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From 0.5 miles downstream of Pyramid Dam at the first bridge crossing to the
boundary between Los Angeles and Ventura Counties.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 4.3 miles; Recreational — 3.0 miles; Total — 7.3 miles
DFG:

Ventura Co.
Piru Creek Mainstem from Pyramid Reservoir to Lockwood Creek, Class A
•

San Jacinto River (North Fork)

San Bernardino National Forest
602 South Tippecanoe Avenue
San Bernardino, California 92408
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From the source of the North Fork San Jacinto River at Deer Springs in Mt. San
Jacinto State Park to the northern boundary of Section 17, Township 5 South, Range. 2 East.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 7.2 miles; Scenic — 2.3 miles; Recreational — 0.7 miles; Total — 10.2 miles

San Jacinto River Mainstem from Sand Canyon upstream to Soboba Indian
Reservation boundary,
Class A
San Jacinto River, North Fork Mainstem and all tributaries above 4,000
ft elevation, Class A
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•

Sespe Creek

Los Padres National Forest
6144 Calle Real
Goleta, California 93117
Designated Reach: June 19, 1992. The main stem from its confluence with Rock Creek and Howard Creek
downstream to where it leaves Section 26, Township 5 North, Range 20 West.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 27.5 miles; Scenic — 4.0 miles; Total — 31.5 miles.
DFG:

Ventura Co.
Sespe Creek Mainstem and all tributaries, Class A
•

Sisquoc River

Los Padres National Forest
6144 Calle Real
Goleta, California 93117
Designated Reach: June 19, 1992. From its origin downstream to the Los Padres National Forest boundary.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 33.0 miles; Total — 33.0 miles.
Most of this river lies within the San Rafael Wilderness.
DFG:

Siquoc River Mainstem and all tributaries, Class D
Water Canyon (Sisquoc River tributary) Mainstem and all tributaries,
Class A
•

Smith River

California Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Smith River National Recreation Area
Post Office Box 228
Gasquet, California 95543

Designated Reach: January 19, 1981 and November 16, 1990. The segment from the confluence of the Middle Fork
Smith River and the North Fork Smith River to its mouth at the Pacific Ocean. The Middle Fork from its the
headwaters to its confluence with the North Fork Smith River, including Myrtle Creek, Shelly Creek, Kelly Creek,
Packsaddle Creek, the East Fork of Patrick Creek, the West Fork Patrick Creek, Little Jones Creek, Griffin Creek,
Knopki Creek, Monkey Creek, Patrick Creek, and Hardscrabble Creek. The Siskiyou from its headwaters to its
confluence with the Middle Fork, including the South Siskyou Fork of the Smith River. The South Fork from its
headwaters to its confluence with the main stem, including Williams Creek, Eightmile Creek, Harrington Creek,
Prescott Fork, Quartz Creek, Jones Creek, Hurdygurdy Creek, Gordon Creek, Coon Creek, Craigs Creek, Goose
Creek, the East Fork of Goose Creek, Buch Creek, Muzzleloader Creek, Canthook Creek, Rock Creek, and
Blackhawk Creek. The North Fork from the California-Oregon border to its confluence with the Middle Fork of the
Smith River, including Diamond Creek, Bear Creek, Still Creek, the North Fork of Diamond Creek, High Plateau
Creek, Stony Creek, and Peridotite Creek.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 78.0 miles; Scenic — 31.0 miles; Recreational — 216.4 miles; Total — 325.4 miles.
DFG:

Del Norte:
Smith River,Middle Fork
Mainstem and all tributaries from Smith River upstream to Knopti
Creek, Class B
Smith River, North Fork Mainstem and all tributaries, Class B
Smith River, South Fork Mainstem and all tributaries from Smith River
upstream to Quartz Creek,
Class B
•

Trinity River

California Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California 95814
Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation
Post Office Box 817

Shasta-Trinity National Forest
2400 Washington Avenue
Redding, California 96001
Six Rivers National Forest
1330 Bayshore Way
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Hoopa, California 95546
Yurok Tribe
1034 - 6th Street
Eureka, California 95501

Eureka, California 95501
Bureau of Land Management
Redding Field Office
355 Hemsted Drive
Redding, California 96002

Designated Reach: January 19, 1981. From the confluence with the Klamath River to 100 yards below Lewiston
Dam. The North Fork from the Trinity River confluence to the southern boundary of the Salmon-Trinity Primitive Area.
The South Fork from the Trinity River confluence to the California State Highway 36 bridge crossing. The New River
from the Trinity River confluence to the Salmon-Trinity Primitive Area.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 44.0 miles; Scenic — 39.0 miles; Recreational — 120.0 miles; Total — 203.0 miles.
DFG:

Trinity Co.
Trinity River Mainstem from Humboldt-Trinity County Line upstream to
North Fork Trinity River,
Class D
Trinity River Mainstem from North Fork Trinity River upstream to Grass
Valley Creek, Class C
Trinity River Mainstem from Grass Valley Creek upstream to Lewiston
Dam, Class A
Trinity River Mainstem and all tributaries upstream of Lewiston Dam,
Class D
Trinity River, East Fork of North Fork Mainstem from North Fork
Trinity River, Class A
Trinity River, North Fork Mainstem, Class A
Trinity, South Fork Mainstem, Class B
•

Tuolumne River — Bureau of Land Management Site

Bureau of Land Management
Bakersfield District
3801 Pegasus Drive
Bakersfield, California 93308
Yosemite National Park
Post Office Box 577
Yosemite National Park, California 95389

Stanislaus National Forest
19777 Greenley Road
Sonora, California 95370

Designated Reach: September 28, 1984. The main stem from its source to the Don Pedro Reservoir.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 47.0 miles; Scenic — 23.0 miles; Recreational — 13.0 miles; Total — 83.0 miles.
DFG:

Stanislaus Co.
Tuolumne River Mainstem, Class C
Tuolumne Co.
Delaney Creek (Tuolumne River tributary) Mainstem, Class A
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Clarification/Correction Letter A-1:

Craig A. Lindsay

April 14, 2011

#1 DSEIR Use Classifications of Wild and Scenic rivers:
Big Sur River:
Designated Reach: June 19, 1992. From the confluence of the South and North Forks downsteam to the
boundary of the Ventana Wilderness. The South Fork and the North Fork from their headwaters to their
confluence.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 19.5 miles; Total — 19.5 miles.
Located in the Ventana Wilderness, this river offers outstanding opportunities for hiking, camping,
swimming and fishing. It is one of the longest coastal California streams lined with redwoods.
DFG:
No specific classification listed except

Monterey Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams west of Hwy 101 Class A,
Multiple waters All rivers and streams east of Hwy 101, unless otherwise noted below, Class D
Black Butte River:
Designated Reach: October 17, 2006. The segment from the Mendocino County line to its confluence with
the Middle Eel River and Cold Creek from the Mendocino County line to its confluence with the Black Butte
River.
From Wikipedia-The Black Butte River is located in the Mendocino National Forest of northern California in
Lake, Glenn and Mendocino counties. It is a tributary to the Middle Fork Eel River and flows northward for
24 miles (39 km) from its headwaters near Round Mountain to the confluence with the Middle Fork Eel
River. The Northern California Coastal Wild Heritage Wilderness Act of 2006 added 21 miles (34 km) of the
Black Butte River (and a tributary Cold Creek) to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, of which
17.5 miles (28.2 km) are Wild status and 3.5 miles (5.6 km) are Scenic.[1]
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 17.5.5 miles; Scenic — 3.57 miles; Total — 21.0 miles
DFG: No specific classification listed except

Glenn Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County west of I-5, unless otherwise noted below,
Class F
Butte Creek Mainstem, Class A IS THIS BLACK BUTTE RIVER?
Mendocino Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise noted below, Class F
Palm Canyon Creek:
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From the southern boundary of Section 6, Township 7 South, Range 5
East to the San Bernardino National Forest boundary in Section 1, Township 6 South, Range 4 East.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 8.1 miles; Total — 8.1 miles.
DFG: No specific classification listed except:

San Bernardino Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise noted below, Class H

Fuller Mill Creek:
Designated Reach: March 30, 2009. From the source of Fuller Mill Creek in the San Jacinto Wilderness to
its confluence with the North Fork San Jacinto River.
Classification/Mileage: Scenic — 2.6 miles; Recreational — 0.9 miles; Total — 3.5 miles.
DFG: No specific classification listed except:

San Bernardino Co.
Multiple Waters All rivers and streams in the County, unless otherwise noted below, Class H
Feather River:
Designated Reach: October 2, 1968. The entire Middle Fork downstream from the confluence of its
tributary streams one kilometer south of Beckwourth, California.
Classification/Mileage: Wild — 32.9 miles; Scenic — 9.7 miles; Recreational — 35.0 miles; Total — 77.6
miles.
DFG:

Butte Co.
Feather River, Middle Fork (Mainstem) Mainstem upstream of Lake Oroville, Class D
Feather River, Middle Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries to Middle Fork Feather River upstream of
Lake Oroville, unless otherwise noted, Class E
Plumas Co.
Feather River, Middle Fork (Mainstem) Mainstem, Class D
Feather River, Middle Fork (Tributaries) All tributaries, unless otherwise noted, Class E

#2 Conflicting definitions - radius of thermal refugia e.g.
Special Closures for Thermal Refugia in the Salmon River Watershed
A 200-foot radius* at the confluence of each of the following
waters with the Salmon River (or its tributaries) is designated Class A
*Pursuant to Fish and Game Code 5653(d) It is unlawful to possess
a vacuum or suction dredge in areas, or in or within 100 yards of
waters, that are closed to the use of vacuum or suction dredges.
Therefore, the effective closure at thermal refugia locations is
a 500-foot radius from the center-line of the confluence of the
tributary stream with the mainstem river.

#3 Confusing description
For Siskiyou County the Salmon and Scott rivers that are listed in the thermal refugia section is it
just the confluence (refugia areas) or all of the Salmon and Scott rives that are class A?
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Thank you!
Tom McCarthy
In a message dated 4/14/2011 1:31:15 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time, MStopher@dfg.ca.gov writes:
Interested Parties
Quite a few of you attended one or more of the five public meetings held to date. Please be aware
that a sixth meeting is scheduled for May 10, 2011 from 9:00 to noon in the California Natural
Resources Agency auditorium at 1416 Ninth Street in Sacramento. This additional meeting was
scheduled to assure compliance with requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act. This meeting
will not include a preliminary workshop. There will be a very brief set of opening remarks by the
Department of Fish and Game and we will then go into receiving public comment. The public review
period will conclude on May 10, 2011.
The public meetings were attended by more than 700 interested individuals and the speakers
supporting restoration of suction dredge mining were clearly in the majority. We have received
comments through regular mail, email, fax and hand-delivery; and these represent a wide diversity of
perspectives. Usually, the bulk of comments in a public review period arrive just before the period
closes. If that holds for this project, I am expecting a significant influx. What we already have is
substantial.
In addition to the DSEIR, you may be interested in reviewing additional documents related to the
Administrative Procedures Act which are posted on our website http://www.dfg.ca.gov/suctiondredge/.
Please feel free to contact me with questions and I look forward to receiving your comments and
suggestions. We will evaluate every piece of information to determine the content of the Final SEIR
and Final Adopted Regulations.

Mark Stopher
Environmental Program Manager
California Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001
voice 530.225.2275
fax 530.225.2391
cell 530.945.1344

-You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "CA Suction Dredge
EIR" group.
To post to this group, send email to ca-suction-dredge-eir@googlegroups.com.
To unsubscribe from this group, send email to ca-suction-dredge-
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Mark Stopher
California Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001
Fax: (530) 225-2391 E-mail: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
Dear Sir,
As an active claim holder, and avid gold miner, I wish to make my
opinions known about the SEIR and Proposed Regulations for suction
dredge mining in California. In order to be fair, You should use a
proper baseline that is based upon existing dredge and small business
activity under the 1994 regulations during the season before the
moratorium was imposed. I believe the Department is using an arbitrary
and misleading baseline within the SEIR in an underhanded attempt to
make the impacts from suction dredging appear greater than they really
are, and in an attempt to marginalize the serious beneficial economic
and social impacts to Americans which would result from your proposed
regulations.
Further, with regards to mercury, the SEIR does not acknowledge, based
upon your own survey results, that suction dredgers have been removing
over 7,000 ounces of mercury or more every year under the 1994
regulations from California’s waterways. That amounts to 98,000 ounces
during the 14 years we operated under the 1994 regulations! The SEIR
does not give enough weight to the discovery by Rick Humphries Report of
California Water Resources Control Board that normal gold dredges are
effective at recovering at least 98% of the mercury from the bottom of
California’s waterways. Modern gold miners are performing hazardous
waste cleanup, free to the taxpayers. The alternative is to leave it
there and let it wash down in every flood. Since California State
agencies are doing nothing to remove mercury from California’s active
waterways, it is grossly irresponsible to point the finger at suction
dredgers who are the only ones removing the mercury, at no cost to the
taxpayers! Your SEIR relies unreasonably upon the unfounded conclusions
of Charles Alpers’ who has allowed his personal political agenda get in
the way of real science. Rather than reduce the amount of mercury which
we are removing from the ecosystem, the responsible approach for State
agencies would be to create a collection system in California which
rewards dredge miners for collecting and turning in mercury.
DFG should not limit the number of suction dredging permits: There is no
evidence presented in the SEIR that 14 years of dredging under the 1994
regulations ever harmed a single fish, much less threatened the
viability of an entire species. Further, doesn't the DFG issue licenses
specifically to kill fish? What if I want to operate a dredge in some
!"#$%&%'(%)

part of California where there would not be a deleterious impact, such
as my claim above Bullard Bar dam which destroyed the fish spawn decades
ago? A limit on permits may prohibit me or someone else from using a
suction dredge without a viable reason.
Onsite inspections should be immediately signed off when approved: There
should not be a delay in signing off on a site inspection in cases where
DFG officials cannot identify a deleterious impact. There should be a
time limit in the regulations in which the application will be approved
or disapproved. Due process should be allowed if I desire to appeal an
application which has been disapproved.
Prior existing rights on permit acquisition: There must be an allowance
for prior existing rights on a limited permit program. Otherwise,
dredge-miners who have already invested in property and equipment could
potentially lose our prior existing right to work our mining claims or
other mining opportunities (belonging to an association that provides
access to mining property).
Statewide permits, if limited, should be transferable: Permits shouldn't
be arbitrarily limited in numbers, but if they are, they should be
transferable. Otherwise, miners will make the substantial investment
into developing a viable mine and then not be able to transfer ownership
to someone new who will be able to dredge it, therefore losing some or
most of the value.
DFG should not further-limit the size of dredges under the statewide
permitting program: I do not believe that DFG has the authority to step
onto the public lands and impose a permit restriction upon the
productive capacity of my dredge without also coming up with specific
reasons why existing capacities under the 1994 regulations are creating
a deleterious impact upon fish. Please leave nozzle restriction sizes as
they were in the 1994 regulations. The regulations should also allow a
wear tolerance factor on nozzle restrictor rings. I suggest 3/8 of an
inch (diameter) is reasonable.
DFG should not further-limit the places where dredging is allowed: This
proposal is just supported by your “precautionary approach.” Except for
those areas where you can demonstrate that a deleterious impact has been
created under the existing regulations, please leave our seasons as they
have been since 1994.
Reduction of our existing dredging seasons is unreasonable: I do not see
that the SEIR contains evidence of any deleterious impact upon fish to
support the reduction of existing dredging seasons. This proposal is
only supported by your “precautionary approach.” Except for those time
periods where you can demonstrate that a deleterious impact has been
created under the existing regulations, you should leave our seasons as
they have been since 1994.
The proposed 3-foot rule is arbitrary: The SEIR has not presented any
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real evidence that dredging within three feet of the streambank has ever
harmed a single fish. This prohibition would prevent beginners,
non-swimmers or children from starting closer to the shore where water
is shallower and more safe. Prohibiting dredging within three feet of
the edge of the river will eliminate a significant portion of the
operational value (perhaps even all of it) on some dredging properties.
Suction dredge regulations should not impose the requirement of Section
1600 Agreements: Fish & Game Section 5600 already allows a site
inspection mechanism for the Department to determine if a dredging
program is deleterious to fish. Therefore, also imposing a Section 1600
requirement upon dredgers who wish to mine at a time or location that is
otherwise closed, or to use larger nozzle than is allowed under a
statewide permit, when there is little or no chance the dredge project
will create a substantial impact upon the bed or bank of the waterway,
would be an unreasonable imposition upon dredge-miners. Nobody else in
California is required to pursue a Section 1600 permit until their
activity rises to the level of requiring one. It should not be any
different for suction dredgers. This also applies to the use of power
winches, which provide the only safe and efficient means of progressing
when some rocks are too heavy to move by hand, or they cannot be rolled
over other rocks that are in the way. You should not impose a 1600
Agreement requirement upon a gold dredger unless the surface disturbance
rises to the level which triggers Section 1600 of the Fish & Game Code.
Imposition of the 3/32-inch intake requirement on pumps is unreasonable:
The 1994 regulations already prohibit dredge operation at times when
fish may be too small to swim away from pump intakes as they are already
being manufactured.
Permits should be valid in any dredgable state water: Since existing
regulations already set the times and places where dredging is not
deleterious to fish, I do not see any practical reason to force
dredge-miners to inform DFG exactly where they are dredging. Indeed, I
think this is an intrusive invasion of privacy. Since I intend to
prospect, I will not know the exact locations where I will be dredging
at the time I apply for my permit. You should broaden the location
requirement in your permit application to naming the waterways where I
intend to work. This will allow me some flexibility to move around in
search of gold without having to make an expensive trip to the closest
Department license sales office to amend my permit.
The proposed dredge marking system is not workable: There is no
practical way of attaching a sign to a small dredge! What does this have
to do with preventing a deleterious impact upon fish? This is just
bureaucracy wrapping itself in red tape.
Fuel should be allowed within 100 feet of the waterway if kept within a
water-tight container or a boat: I question your authority on placing
any requirement upon suction dredgers in this matter, other than to
prohibit the spillage of fuel. Millions of boaters all over California
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are allowed to keep fuel safely in their boats. Your proposed
regulations would prohibit suction dredgers from doing the very same thing!
Disturbance of mussel beds: It is unreasonable to propose that every
suction dredger must now do a survey before dredging to make certain
that there is no place within 30 feet downriver where more than 40
muscles per square yard exist before dropping tailings! Some rivers are
so inundated with muscles; this imposition would amount to a suction
dredge prohibition in a large part of the waterway! And since there are
so many, why? How does the protection of mussels from dredge-miners
conform to the language of Section 5653? Please drop this silly mussel
idea from final regulations.
Returning the site to the pre-mining grade to the greatest extent
possible: Since it is impossible to move tailings and rocks upstream
against any current, the requirement to fill in our holes and level off
our tailings is unrealistic. The dredge holes which I leave behind
create cool water refuges where salmon and other fish hold up during the
warm summer months. My piled cobbles create protected habitat where
fingerlings can hide from predators. I have seen many salmon and trout
feeding from my tailings as the insects are washed free.
Dredge mining between one half hour after sunrise to sunset: How did
this even get proposed? Your authority is limited to preventing a
deleterious impact upon fish. Please drop this from proposed regulations
and leave this particular concern to local authorities where it belongs.
Finally, the proposed regulations should allow visitors from other
countries to use a foreign passport or driver’s license as
identification so they can apply for nonresident suction dredge permits.
Otherwise, California will be discouraging the many visitors which we
already receive that like to do their gold prospecting here. Your
non-resident license fee is already sufficiently expensive to discourage
many.
Thank you very much for giving careful consideration to my comments and
suggestions!
Sincerely,
Michelle Scott
682 Pine Meadows #1
Sparks, NV 89431
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Mark Stopher
California Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001
Fax: (530) 225-2391 E-mail: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

Dear Sir,

As an active claim holder, and avid gold miner, I wish to make my opinions known about the SEIR
and Proposed Regulations for suction dredge mining in California. In order to be fair, you should
use a proper baseline that is based upon existing dredge and small business activity under the 1994
regulations during the season before the moratorium was imposed. I believe the Department is using
an arbitrary and misleading baseline within the SEIR in an underhanded attempt to make the
impacts from suction dredging appear greater than they really are, and in an attempt to marginalize
the serious beneficial economic and social impacts to Americans which would result from your
proposed regulations.
Further, with regards to mercury, the SEIR does not acknowledge, based upon your own survey
results, that suction dredgers have been removing over 7,000 ounces of mercury or more every year
under the 1994 regulations from California’s waterways. That amounts to 98,000 ounces during the
14 years we operated under the 1994 regulations! The SEIR does not give enough weight to the
discovery by Rick Humphries Report of California Water Resources Control Board that normal gold
dredges are effective at recovering at least 98% of the mercury from the bottom of California’s
waterways. Modern gold miners are performing hazardous waste cleanup, free to the taxpayers. The
alternative is to leave it there and let it wash down in every flood. Since California State agencies
are doing nothing to remove mercury from California’s active waterways, it is grossly
irresponsible to point the finger at suction dredgers who are the only ones removing the
mercury, at no cost to the taxpayers! Your SEIR relies unreasonably upon the unfounded
conclusions of Charles Alpers’ who has allowed his personal political agenda get in the way of real
science. Rather than reduce the amount of mercury which we are removing from the ecosystem, the
responsible approach for State agencies would be to create a collection system in California which
rewards dredge miners for collecting and turning in mercury.

DFG should not limit the number of suction dredging permits: There is no evidence presented in
the SEIR that 14 years of dredging under the 1994 regulations ever harmed a single fish, much less
threatened the viability of an entire species. Further, doesn't the DFG issue licenses specifically to
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kill fish? What if I want to operate a dredge in some part of California where there would not be a
deleterious impact, such as my claim above Bullard Bar dam which destroyed the fish spawn
decades ago? A limit on permits may prohibit me or someone else from using a suction dredge
without a viable reason.

Onsite inspections should be immediately signed off when approved: There should not be a
delay in signing off on a site inspection in cases where DFG officials cannot identify a deleterious
impact. There should be a time limit in the regulations in which the application will be approved or
disapproved. Due process should be allowed if I desire to appeal an application which has been
disapproved.

Prior existing rights on permit acquisition: There must be an allowance for prior existing rights
on a limited permit program. Otherwise, dredge-miners who have already invested in property and
equipment could potentially lose our prior existing right to work our mining claims or other mining
opportunities (belonging to an association that provides access to mining property).

Statewide permits, if limited, should be transferable: Permits shouldn't be arbitrarily limited in
numbers, but if they are, they should be transferable. Otherwise, miners will make the substantial
investment into developing a viable mine and then not be able to transfer ownership to someone
new who will be able to dredge it, therefore losing some or most of the value.

DFG should not further-limit the size of dredges under the statewide permitting program: I do
not believe that DFG has the authority to step onto the public lands and impose a permit restriction
upon the productive capacity of my dredge without also coming up with specific reasons why
existing capacities under the 1994 regulations are creating a deleterious impact upon fish. Please
leave nozzle restriction sizes as they were in the 1994 regulations. The regulations should also allow
a wear tolerance factor on nozzle restrictor rings. I suggest 3/8 of an inch (diameter) is reasonable.

DFG should not further-limit the places where dredging is allowed: This proposal is just
supported by your “precautionary approach.” Except for those areas where you can demonstrate that
a deleterious impact has been created under the existing regulations, please leave our seasons as
they have been since 1994.

Reduction of our existing dredging seasons is unreasonable: I do not see that the SEIR contains
evidence of any deleterious impact upon fish to support the reduction of existing dredging seasons.
This proposal is only supported by your “precautionary approach.” Except for those time periods
where you can demonstrate that a deleterious impact has been created under the existing
regulations, you should leave our seasons as they have been since 1994.
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The proposed 3-foot rule is arbitrary: The SEIR has not presented any real evidence that dredging
within three feet of the streambank has ever harmed a single fish. This prohibition would prevent
beginners, non-swimmers or children from starting closer to the shore where water is shallower and
more safe. Prohibiting dredging within three feet of the edge of the river will eliminate a significant
portion of the operational value (perhaps even all of it) on some dredging properties.

Suction dredge regulations should not impose the requirement of Section 1600 Agreements:
Fish & Game Section 5600 already allows a site inspection mechanism for the Department to
determine if a dredging program is deleterious to fish. Therefore, also imposing a Section 1600
requirement upon dredgers who wish to mine at a time or location that is otherwise closed, or to use
larger nozzle than is allowed under a statewide permit, when there is little or no chance the dredge
project will create a substantial impact upon the bed or bank of the waterway, would be an
unreasonable imposition upon dredge-miners. Nobody else in California is required to pursue a
Section 1600 permit until their activity rises to the level of requiring one. It should not be any
different for suction dredgers. This also applies to the use of power winches, which provide the only
safe and efficient means of progressing when some rocks are too heavy to move by hand, or they
cannot be rolled over other rocks that are in the way. You should not impose a 1600 Agreement
requirement upon a gold dredger unless the surface disturbance rises to the level which triggers
Section 1600 of the Fish & Game Code.

Imposition of the 3/32-inch intake requirement on pumps is unreasonable: The 1994
regulations already prohibit dredge operation at times when fish may be too small to swim away
from pump intakes as they are already being manufactured.

Permits should be valid in any dredgable state water: Since existing regulations already set the
times and places where dredging is not deleterious to fish, I do not see any practical reason to force
dredge-miners to inform DFG exactly where they are dredging. Indeed, I think this is an intrusive
invasion of privacy. Since I intend to prospect, I will not know the exact locations where I will be
dredging at the time I apply for my permit. You should broaden the location requirement in your
permit application to naming the waterways where I intend to work. This will allow me some
flexibility to move around in search of gold without having to make an expensive trip to the closest
Department license sales office to amend my permit.

The proposed dredge marking system is not workable: There is no practical way of attaching a
sign to a small dredge! What does this have to do with preventing a deleterious impact upon fish?
This is just bureaucracy wrapping itself in red tape.

Fuel should be allowed within 100 feet of the waterway if kept within a water-tight container or
a boat: I question your authority on placing any requirement upon suction dredgers in this matter,
other than to prohibit the spillage of fuel. Millions of boaters all over California are allowed to keep
fuel safely in their boats. Your proposed regulations would prohibit suction dredgers from doing the
very same thing!
!"#$%7%'(%)

Disturbance of mussel beds: It is unreasonable to propose that every suction dredger must now do
a survey before dredging to make certain that there is no place within 30 feet downriver where more
than 40 muscles per square yard exist before dropping tailings! Some rivers are so inundated with
muscles; this imposition would amount to a suction dredge prohibition in a large part of the
waterway! And since there are so many, why? How does the protection of mussels from dredgeminers conform to the language of Section 5653? Please drop this silly mussel idea from final
regulations.

Returning the site to the pre-mining grade to the greatest extent possible: Since it is impossible
to move tailings and rocks upstream against any current, the requirement to fill in our holes and
level off
our tailings is unrealistic. The dredge holes which I leave behind create cool water refuges where
salmon and other fish hold up during the warm summer months. My piled cobbles create protected
habitat where fingerlings can hide from predators. I have seen many salmon and trout feeding from
my tailings as the insects are washed free.

Dredge mining between one half hour after sunrise to sunset: How did this even get proposed?
Your authority is limited to preventing a deleterious impact upon fish. Please drop this from
proposed regulations and leave this particular concern to local authorities where it belongs.

Finally, the proposed regulations should allow visitors from other countries to use a foreign
passport or driver’s license as identification so they can apply for nonresident suction dredge
permits. Otherwise, California will be discouraging the many visitors which we already receive that
like to do their gold prospecting here. Your non-resident license fee is already sufficiently expensive
to discourage many.

Thank you very much for giving careful consideration to my comments and suggestions!

Sincerely,

Richard Scott
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please accept this attachment as my comment

terry cato
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mark,
There was a chance to do some good changes. Why are there so many zone A.s?
Many places have no other activity and little usage. The small dredge does little to the river.
I guess the special interest green movement has done it to the people again. Soon people will be banned
from the rivers altogether.
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Sorry about the delay. Attached is that MOU I showed you at the DEIR Public Comment in Yreka.
You can see the BLM regulations in 43 CFR 3809 200-204 concerning such regulations in general. I am
Still trying to track down the MOU or MOA concerning Suction Dredging between BLM and CDFG.
When I find it I will forward it to you and hopefully reciprocity will apply.
Have a wounderfull day
AJ
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Memorandum of Understanding
For
Coordinated Resource Management and Planning in California
I.

Purpose. The purpose of this memorandum of understanding is to define the organizational
structure and establish guidelines for interagency coordinated resource management and planning
in California.

II.

Coordinated Planning. Coordinated resource management planning is a process designed to
achieve compatibility between the uses being made of natural resources, energy and mineral
resources, livestock production, watershed, wildlife habitat, wood products, and recreation; and
that such resources are improved, if necessary, and perpetuated in a condition of high quality for
future generations. A coordinated resource management plan affects all ownerships of the planned
area. All major uses of the area are considered and coordinated to avoid unacceptable and
unnecessary conflicts. Each plan should become a coordinated management program administered
by the principal owners, managers, and users of the resources addressed by the planning process.

III.

Policy. The signatory parties agree to develop and apply coordinated resource management
plans on operating units, allotments, sub-watershed, and other appropriate resource areas which
may include Federal, State, and private ownership or administration. The agencies or
organizations involved in a particular plan will depend on the land ownership within the area and
the uses to be made of the resources. The signatory agencies will seek to cooperate with the
resource owners or managers within each specific planned area. Other agencies, organizations, and
individuals will be asked to participate as appropriate.

IV.

Authority. Authority for the Federal agencies is contained in a national Memorandum of
Understanding for Coordinated Resource Management between the Forest Service, Bureau of land
Management (BLM), the Soil Conservation Service (SCS), and Extension Service signed by the
heads of each agency in 1987. This Memorandum supersedes the original 1971 agreement
between BLM and SCS; the January 21, 1975 agreement between SCS, BLM and Forest Service;
and the November 1980 agreement between the Forest Service, Soil Conservation Service, Bureau
of Land Management, and the Science and Education Administration. Authority for agencies
involved to participate in this effort is covered by existing Federal or State statutes or delegations
of authority.

V.

General Considerations. This Memorandum does not modify or supersede other existing
agreements and/or memoranda of understanding.
A. The resource management agencies whose lands or resource responsibilities are included in a
particular planning area will retain the primary responsibility for meeting all requirements of law
and regulation pertaining to the use and management of the lands or resources under their
respective jurisdictions.
B. The agency or organization having primary planning responsibility, as mutually agreed, will
serve as the “lead agency” for the purposes of contact and follow-up assistance with other
agencies cooperating in a plan.
C. When any land treatment practices, structures or projects are to be applied to or installed upon
public lands under the jurisdiction of a public agency, authorization must be obtained from the
appropriate agency prior to initiation of the action.
D. The priorities and management objectives for Federal or State lands will be determined
primarily by the agency responsible, by law, for the administration of such lands. However, every
effort will be made to coordinated resource management planning activities with agencies having
related jurisdictions.

E. Individual Resource Conservation Districts will be encouraged to have memoranda of
understanding with appropriate Federal, State, and other land and resource agencies.
F. The Soil Conservation Service may provide technical assistance on public lands included in a
coordinated resource management plan when private lands also benefit from that assistance.
VI.

Organization at State Level
A. Executive Council – The Executive Council is comprised of: Regional Forester, Pacific
Southwest Region – USDA Forest Service; State Conservationist, USDA Soil Conservation
Service; California State Director, Bureau of Land management; Regional Director, Bureau of
Reclamation; Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; State Executive Director,
California Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service: President, California Association
of Resource conservation Districts; Vice-President – Agriculture and Natural Resources,
University of California; Executive Officer, California State Lands Commission; Director,
California Department of Fish and Game; Director, California Department of Conservation;
Director, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection; Director, California Department
of Water Resources; and Director, California Department of Food and Agriculture. The Executive
Council will direct interagency coordinated resource management and planning activities in
California, review progress and problems, and facilitate this program by providing for training and
scheduling of personnel, establish guidelines for determining priorities for planning, and otherwise
achieve agency cooperation and coordination throughout the State. They will meet at least
annually to conduct these functions. The chairperson of this group will rotate bi-annually
providing each active public entity the opportunity to function as the lead agency to facilitate
coordinated resource management. Representatives of other appropriate State and Federal
agencies or organizations will be invited to participate in the meeting of this group.
B. Technical Advisory Council – The Technical Advisory Council will consist of a technical
representative of each signatory agency. This group will promote coordinated resource
management planning, provide training and guidance in operating procedures to field personnel,
review selected plans, monitor effectiveness, follow up on plans, identify and resolve field
problems, and carry out specific assignments received from the Executive Council. The Technical
Advisory Council will meet as needed but not less than twice annually to conduct the above
functions, and prepare and submit progress reports to the Executive Council. The Technical
Advisory Council chairperson will be the representative of the Executive Council chairperson.
C. Sponsor – A sponsor may be any special interest group or organization of geographic diversity
in California that supports the purpose and intent of this Memorandum of Understanding.
Sponsors will be expected to promote CRMP through their membership and activities. Sponsor
representatives are welcome to attend and participate in any Executive Council or Technical
Advisory Council meeting or activity. Sponsorship should enhance consensus and participation in
local CRMP efforts for the use and management of the natural resources of California.
D. Executive Officer – An Executive Officer of the Technical Advisory Council will provide
continuity between the rotating lead agencies. The Executive Officer will perform the principal
role as the facilitator and manager of support services to the Technical Advisory Council, as
needed to maintain effective stewardship of California’s natural resources.
With the concurrence and support of the California Association of Resource Conservation
Districts (CARCD) Board of Directors, the Executive Director of CARCD will function as the
Executive Officer of the Technical Advisory Council.

VII.

Organization at Local Level

A. The Executive Council will arrange for distribution of this memorandum and its discussion in
field locations of signatory agencies to assure mutual understanding and interpretation.
B. Any local planning team should include representatives from all landowner and resource
administering agencies and other appropriate organizations which are significantly involved with
and area selected for a coordinated planning effort. These representatives should have authority to
make decisions for the agency or group they represent. The local group should encourage full
participation of organizations who have land use planning responsibilities. A moderator to lead the
planning process should be selected by the local group for each coordinated plan. Land ownership
patterns, location of the area, time and costs involved in the effort, may be considered in the
selection of the moderator. Where full time participation of a particular agency or group is not
necessary to the planning process, suitable local arrangements should be made so that interagency
coordinated planning can proceed with reasonable assurance that the final plan will be acceptable
to all. Active participation by all key participants, from inception to completion of the planning
process, is essential. Plans should provide for annual review for the first two or three years and be
scheduled periodically thereafter as needed or as requested by a key participant. Plans should
identify the agency with lead responsibility for review and follow-up.
C. Each Agency and group has its own program of activities for which priorities are established.
The development of each coordinated resource management plan should be dovetailed into each
agency’s activity schedule. This requires cooperation between agencies, groups, and individual
land managers in the selection and assignment of priority to requests for coordinated plans.
D. At the request of local organizations, representatives of agencies and organizations engaged in
coordinated resource planning and management will present information about on-going and
proposed resource activities or local concern. Technical Advisory Council members will be
available, when appropriate, to assist.
VIII.

Modification. This agreement shall remain in effect until modified by the parties in writing; it
is renegotiable at the option of any one of the parties or may be terminated upon giving 90 days
written notice to all parties.

Signatures
Ed Hastey
California State Director
USDI Bureau of Land Management
Pearlie S. Reed
State Conservationist
USDA Soil Conservation Service
Marvin L. Plenert
Regional Director
USDI U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Jack Somerville
President – California Association of Resource Conservation
Districts
Peter Bontadelli
Director
Department of Fish and Game
Randall M. Ward
Director
Department of Conservation
Henry J. Voss
Director
Department of Food and Agriculture

Paul Barker
Regional Forester - Pacific Southwest Region
USDA Forest Service
Lawrence F. Hancock
Regional Director
USDI Bureau of Reclamation
John G. Smythe
State Executive Director – USDA Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Service
Kenneth R. Farrell
Director – Cooperative Extension
University of California
Harold R. Walt
Director
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
David N. Kennedy
Director
Department of Water Resources
Charles Warren
Executive Officer
State Lands Commission

John Wise
Acting Regional Administrator – Region IX
Environmental Protection Agency
1/11/90

WHEREAS, historically the agency of the chairperson of the Executive Council and the California
Association of Resource Conservation Districts have provided the administration services necessary to
support Executive Council and Technical Advisory Council (TAC) activities; and
WHEREAS, these support activities have reached the level of about one-half a person year plus overhead,
which has been found to be unduly burdensome by present and potential future service providers; and
WHEREAS, it would be more fair and less disruptive to the organization of the Executive Council
Chairperson to spread the cost over all of the Signatories to the CRMP Memorandum of Understanding by
employing a person to provide administrative and other support services;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the CRMP Executive Officer (MOU Section VI-D) be
authorized to provide the necessary services and products either through an employee or by contract; and
FURTHER RESOLVED THAT such a person perform the services and have the qualification and
compensation detailed in the job description approved by the TAC on August 23, 1994; and
FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the position be half-time initially, but subject to increase by TAC if funds
or other resources are found to support such increase; and
RESOLVED THAT the Signatories to the MOU be requested to pay $3,000 in October of each year
representing a long term commitment until such a time as the Executive Council elects to terminate or
change the agreement. Each Signatory will receive an annual report, annual CRMP conference, and copy of
the CRMP registry.
Adopted August 22, 1994 by the Coordinated Resource Management Planning Council in Davis,
California.
AMMENDED to increase the annual payment to $3,500 in January of each calendar year until such a time
as the Executive Council elects to terminate or change the agreement. Approved by the TAC March 15,
2000.

041511_Lorraine
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"bruce lorraine"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/15/2011 10:40:55 PM
Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat.Suction dredge mining is a not danger to our rivers. I suggest you do more than consult pusedo science using
faulty tecniques, heresay, could be & may be's. Try doing real scientific studies with real scientists.
State wildlife agency experts and scientists have lied throu their teeth about the dangers to fish habitats & wildlife. More river materials are moved in one day by a
severe winter storm than all of the dredgers in America all year long. And yet fish populations continue to return every year..
Maybe the politicans & environmentalists should be honest about their agenda. This isnb't about the environment it's about political control & hundreds of billions
of dollars in budgets.
The statement that:
"Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money."
Is a complete falsehood. Small communities throughout the west depend on income from the mining community. Dredging removes lead & garbage from our
waterways. Almost all dredgers & miners are very concerned about the environment & most bring out more garbage than they create. I know I do.
I have been dredging & mining for years
Thank you for considering my concerns.

bruce lorraine
bond st
oakland, CA 94061
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-----Forwarded Message----From: Nick Oman
Sent: Apr 15, 2011 9:13 PM
To: anick2@earthlink.net
Subject: suction dredging "CA Suction Dredge EIR"

A MINERS WISH,
Of all the studies that were done on suction dredging. I wish a study would have been made.on how
suction dredging with an environmental plan could be used as a tool to improve our rivers fish
habitats. I WISH, the biologists could have studied how I can use my dredge to make good gravel
spawning bars as a by-product of dredging, I WISH the EPA could have done a study on how much
lead and mercury could be removed as a by- product of dredging, I WISH all the people against
dredging could have studied how to use dredging as a tool to improve fish habitats. If I float a turbidity
curtain behind my dredge would that change all of the studies negative findings? I WISH people would
look at suction dredging as 4000 fish habitat improvement projects being paid for with the little gold
that they find, I WISH I could get help to use my dredge to improve fish habitat from all the people
involved in the study.
ORIGINAL LETTER IN EIR
About twenty years ago C.D.F.and G. did a little study on my mining claim. The river bed of my claim
is like most river beds, boulder bound with hard pact gravels. With the input of the biologist I put the
gravel in one pile,the cobbles in another pile. They asked me to use a spill-proof gas container and
NOT to pan my mining concentrates back into the river. The next spring we went to the river and
found the winter high water had made a loose gravel bar, perfect for fish spawn, the cobbles turned
into perfect habitat for the little fish. The dredge hole turned into a deep cold waterpool 12 degrees
colder than surface water. By not panning my mining concentrates back into the river I was able to
remove over 12.5 oz of lead fish weights and old bullets plus a car battery. I have continued to dredge
in a environmentally friendly way since,I feel that dredging could become an effective tool to help fish
habitat, if done the correct way and it is just as healthy for the river as roto-tilling your garden.
THANK YOU,
Nick Oman
P.O. box 69
Storrie Ca.
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I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways more than I value recreational
mining.
I believe suction-dredge mining to be a costly and destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the
No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.
At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction-dredge mining in all rivers and
streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for threatened and endangered fish and
wildlife.
Furthermore, the state of California historically spends more money processing new suction-dredge
mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controversial and
harmful program.
I support closing to suction-dredge mining all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic
Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and National Parks. This action will protect water quality, human health,
fish and wildlife.
I look forward to seeing a decision based upon the concern for salmon and for all The People. Thank
you,
Dakota Otto
1012 Bellview Ave
1012 Bellview Ave
Ashland, OR 97520
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041611_Godfrey
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"Mark Godfrey"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/16/2011 2:31:19 PM
Endorse Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways . I believe suction dredge mining is a great way to rid our streams of toxic material such as
lead and mercury in our rivers. I urge you to REJECT the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.
State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. However they only testify to what
they are paid to testify about. They have not done any studies to substanciate their lies.The mechanized mining process to collect small amounts of gold removes
mercury from historic mining and churns up hardpacked river gravel that enhances water quality. Suction dredge mining aids aquatic life bringing nutrients to the
surface to feed endangered salmon and improving the food chain.
In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more harmful to California with a loss of revenue from all the people that come to
California and spend money while they are there. The state of California historically spends more money processing new suction dredge mining permits than it
receives in revenue only because they limit the amount of permits they issue.
At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to regulate suction dredge mining in salmon habitat rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and recovery
areas for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I do not support closing any mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout
Streams, and National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife. Open them up and let the prospector remove the
toxins from the water thereby making the water better for all.
Suction dredge mining enhances our waterways, aids endangered fish and wildlife, and adds to taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above
the ignorant misgivings of a few environmentalists.
Thank you for considering my concerns.
Mark Godfrey
601 PR 900
Hutto, TX 78634

041611_Hooper
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"John Hooper"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/16/2011 8:22:20 AM
Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Endorse Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways . I am a certified wildlife and fisheries biologist and have years of education that prove
suction dredge mining is a great way to rid our streams of toxic material such as lead and mercury in our rivers. I urge you to REJECT the No Action alternative to
protect public waterways from needless harm.
State wildlife agency experts and scientists like myself, have testified that suction dredge mining does not harm our waterways or endanger fish. Studies have been
done to prove it. The mechanized mining process to collect small amounts of gold removes mercury from historic mining and churns up hardpacked river gravel
that enhances water quality. Suction dredge mining aids aquatic life bringing nutrients to the surface to feed endangered salmon and improving the food chain.
In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more harmful to California with a loss of revenue from all the people that come to
California and spend money while they are there. The state of California historically spends more money processing new suction dredge mining permits than it
receives in revenue only because they limit the amount of permits they issue.
At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to regulate suction dredge mining in salmon habitat rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and recovery
areas for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I do not support closing any mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout
Streams, and National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife. Open them up and let the prospector remove the
toxins from the water thereby making the water better for all.
Suction dredge mining enhances our waterways, aids endangered fish and wildlife, and adds to taxpayer money. I am from Tennessee and I contribute several
thousand dollars to the small tows of Oregon and California each year on my prospecting trips. I urge you put the common interests of all above the ignorant
misgivings of a few misguided environmentalists.
Thank you for considering my concerns.

John Hooper
p.o. box 774
madisonville, TN 37354

041611_Jones

041611_Lauble
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"Brett Lauble"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/16/2011 8:04:33 PM
Support Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Dear Mr. Stopher,
I have listened to all the pros and cons of dredging. I seems to me that a small group of people with the time and resources are doing a "smear job" against the
mining community in Ca. You yourself have said the 1994 Regs were well written.
Why make major changes to good regulations?
Please do a realistic evaluation and use facts and real data, not the "maybe, could result, and outright lies" to scare the public.
You know the true story. Do what is right.
Brett Lauble
4945 N. Bank Rd.
Crescent City, CA 95531

041611_Livingston
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"Tim Livingston"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/16/2011 2:49:48 PM
Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Hi Mark
I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways and I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is NOT a destructive use of
our rivers. I urge you to adopt the an alternative to protect suction dredging.
The mechanized mining process to collect gold removes mercury from streams. Suction dredge mining does NOT destroy aquatic life or harm endangered salmon
or impact the food chain.
In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining will cause more economic damage to small rural communities.
At a minimum, the regulations should Not be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining.
Suction dredge mining can be done in a manner that does NOT harm fish and wildlife. I urge an alternative that provides protection to people, rural communities
and wildlife.
Thank you for considering my concerns.
Tim Livingston
Tim Livingston
23904 Coleman Fish Hatchery Rd
Anderson, CA 96007

041611_Mealue
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Mr. Stopher,
I spoke in Yreka. The following is an email that I have sent to Senators in CA, the 49ers mining group,
and to Senator Gaines.
Mike Mealue
707-954-4447
Retired Teacher, Dredger

In 30+ years of vacuum gold dredging on the Smith, Klamath, and Salmon Rivers, I have never
dredged into a fish egg nest or talked to anyone who has!
Seriously, what is missing from the new Fish and Game Subsequent Environmental Impact Report
(SEIR) are field studies recording and numbering fish egg nests found during the gold dredging
season, allowed under 1994 Dredging Regulations (Summer months). These field studies should have
been done during the Legislative Dredging Moratorium using appropriate fish counting practices. Why
wasn't it done? It's simple. So few nests would have been found, it would have undermined the SEIR
and exposed opposition propaganda.

What you will not find in the new SEIR are the real impacts on fish species, including Coho Salmon.
First, CA Fish and Game will agree that climate change (increases in water temps), dams, drought, and
disease greatly impact fish (Study the 2002 fish kill on the Klamath River).
Second, the CA Fish and Game is not mandated to put in their report the impact of Sport Fishing and Tribal
Harvest. On March 1, 2011, at the Public Information Meeting of the CA Dept of Fish and Game
Klamath-Trinity Project, it was reported that approximately 5000 Chinook Salmon were caught by
Sports Fishermen in 2010. The Klamath River Fall Chinook Salmon Tribal Harvest for 2010 was
approximately 30,000 fish. That's a lot of potential egg nests eliminated by fishing poles and nets...we
could call it fish abortion. I do not advocate the restriction of individual or group rights (sport
or native fishermen) but rather point out the duplicitous positions taken by some in destroying
mining rights.
Third, you will not find any studies in the SEIR where CA Fish and Game biologists actually used a
vacuum dredge! In other words, we have an agency mandated to study an activity that they have never
done. How can you “suppose” effects unless you use actual field experience?

Already, the CA Fish and Game has taken more time to finish this study then first given by the court.
Rather than focus on the impacts of gold dredging and do real studies of fish nests, they chose to
!"#$%&%'(%)

create new regulations to appease the court and legislature. Developing these new proposed regulations
was probably more costly to taxpayers then if valid fish studies were done.

The 2008 moratorium on vacuum gold dredging was done with extreme environmental group pressure
which was not based on science or reason. The moratorium has hurt California's economy and has
trampled the rights of law-abiding citizens. It is time to reverse the mistake and drop the moratorium
for the 2011 dredging season. Yes, there is a vacuum dredging season to protects fish species
during spawning!

I would urge each California Congressperson/Representative to support Senator Gaines' SB 657. It’s
time to make it right.

“Creating new regulations that take away individual rights should be based on timely scientific study, not
speculation and environmentally misplaced fervor.”
Vacuum gold dredging does not harm fish!

!"#$%)%'(%)
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I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways as much as I value recreational
mining. I believe suction dredge mining is an inexpensive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No
Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm, by people who want run everyone
Else's life, when we are ALL suppose to have that freedom.
State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining benefits our
waterways and helps spooning fish. The mechanized mining process to collect small amounts of gold
removes mercury dredge mining. Suction dredge mining also benefits aquatic life without harming
endangered salmon or the impacting of the food chain.
In a time of economic crisis restarting suction dredge mining is even more needed.
At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to allow suction dredge mining in all rivers and
streams. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers.
Suction dredge mining benefits our waterways, aids endangered fish and wildlife, and saves taxpayer
money. I urge you put the common interests of all above the of a few who want to run everyone's life.
Thank you for considering my concerns.
Jerry Miller
3431 S. Pacific Hwy. #64
Medford, OR 97501
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041611_Schoonover
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"JOHN SCHOONOVER"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/16/2011 10:33:54 AM
support Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways I allso value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a good way for familes
and idividuals to use the great outdoors with no real destructive conseqenses to our rivers. I urge you to stop believeing the hype and lies from groups like the CKS
wildlands center

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more damageing to The state of California and its local city economys
I THINK that theres a way to allow people to enjoy the rivers and the recreation of dredgeing with instream work dates that do not harm spawning fish just like we
have here in oregon.
if you are wondering I helped support the economy of northern california up intell the ban on dredgeing was put in effect,now Ihave no reason to visit your state
Thank you for considering my concerns.
JOHN SCHOONOVER
TERRITORIAL
MONROE, OR 97456

041711_Chambers

041711_Connor
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"Don Conner"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/17/2011 10:15:41 PM
Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

This is a myth, I have spent countless hours moving gravel on bedrock with everything from a 2 to 8 inch underwater suction dredge.I have had hundreds, if not
thousands of Salmon, Steelhead and trout fry crowding around my mask and downstream from the nozzle, feeding on what we are turning over. The redistribution
of gravels on the river bed breaks up compaction and prepares more spawning bed where it was too compacted for the fish to spawn in, previous to our work. It is
taking all my restraint to not say nasty derogatory comments about those who make these statements and haven't a clue what they are talking about. Scourge my
foot, you can kiss my sluice box.
In the interest of despelling some of this suction dredging mythology. See if ya can get your heads around this. In years past, before watershed depletion, dams,
quid pro quo political deals to steal NCalifornia and southern oregon water, w...e had annual or seasonal periods of high water which moved huge rocks boulders
and redistributed loose gravels to accomodate fish spawn. Guess what, that doesn't happen now as often as it used to. Enter the recreational and small time
concientious miner who lives on and in communion with the land and water ways. Those compacted bottom gravels are no longer productive spawning beds. The
recreational miner, who is every bit as much a part of mother nature as the former floods. then loosens this compacted gravel, feeding fry in the process and returns
this loose gravel to the river bottom where it then becomes prime spawning ground again. DO YA GET IT NOW! Observation, logic, deductive reasoning, and
DFG's own reports attesting to the benefit of the craft when it is done in tune with natures cycles No room for kneejerk reactionarys here, just truth.
Don Conner
1810 Ave I
Levelland, TX 79336
US

041711_Fisher
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Dear Mark. According to the way things are going do you forsee any permitts given this year or
any dredging season this year? If the impact report showed no significant impact on the
envoirnament due to dredging which is what I always expected, then what was wrong with the
origonal regulations? It still seems that this State wants no dredging due to the new rules being
enforces and how hard it will be to get a permitt? I dont even know if I will be able to get one or
not should they become available. I have had a claimn on the North fork of the Yuba for 15 years
and I could always get one for my 8" dredge which I sold 2 years ago and bought a 6". Now it
looks like I might have to beg to get one for the 6"? With the max number put on permitts how
can i even be assured of a permitt? Thanks Your Friend Bill Fisher
From: Mark Stopher <MStopher@dfg.ca.gov>
To: Charlie Watson <cwatson@advancedgeologic.com>; Kerwin Krause <kerwin.krause@alaska.gov>; John
<jeepest@aol.com>; Joseph McGee <joni4cats@aol.com>; reddy2ctsp@aol.com; Curtis Willie
<sbishop1979@aol.com>; Charles Huss <smaltoy@aol.com>; Floyd Vaughan <vaughan1896@aol.com>;
Bonnie Kriens <mbkriens@att.net>; Chuck Johnson <n6yii@att.net>; Tom Harris <THARRIS1950@att.net>; Ed
<traqngold@att.net>; davemack@attglobal.net; Gary West <gwest@ci.vallejo.ca.us>; Jim Hart
<stanford@citlink.net>; Gary Swayne <PapaGary48@comcast.net>; Dennis Martin
<Dennis.Martin@ejgallo.com>; Michael Kellett <mkellett02@fs.fed.us>; filterstone@gmail.com; Jarod Ruffo
<jr2050@gmail.com>; Ken and Debbie McMaster <mcmasterpiece@gmail.com>; Vince Nelson
<nelsonsrv@gmail.com>; Eugene Beley <sfvcgpaa@gmail.com>; new49ers@goldgold.com; Blake Harmon
<bharmon@goldprospectors.org>; ca-suction-dredge-eir@googlegroups.com; Rich Linden
<danielhasnoemail@hotmail.com>; Steve Lintner <orecar2010@hotmail.com>; sodman77@hotmail.com; Tom
Brenner <tbrenner@hrblock.com>; Scott Harn <scott@icmj.com>; Herb Miller <miller@jps.net>; Pat Keene
<pat@keeneeng.com>; Jan Sticha <magyver@magyver.com>; David Dunham <dddunham@me.com>; Lewis
Spengler <educoptor.s@me.com>; Richard McCarthy <rmccarthy@mindspring.com>; Wesley Wright
<wwright@mwconstructionllc.com>; Heidi Walters <heidiwalters@northcoastjournal.com>; Chris McCord
<k942gadget@pacific.net>; Richard Brubaker <brubaker46@peoplepc.com>; Dave Mack
<dave@promackmining.com>; Barbara Manganello <bsman@quiknet.com>; Cyndi Hillery
<CHillery@rcrcnet.org>; Mary Pitto <mpitto@rcrcnet.org>; Stephen Kulieke <skulieke@rcrcnet.org>; D Ray
East <dr.east@sbcglobal.net>; Bill Fisher <goldminerbill@sbcglobal.net>; Scott Fischer
<scottfischer@sbcglobal.net>; Paul Nasiatka <scubaflake1@sbcglobal.net>; Marcia Armstrong
<armstrng@sisqtel.net>; Ray Stewart <au1099@sisqtel.net>; Jim Foley <jfoley@sisqtel.net>; Jennifer DeLeon
<Jennifer.DeLeon@slc.ca.gov>; Wanda Oliver <mtngutter@sti.net>; Elleonore Hizon
<elleonore.hizon@thomsonreuters.com>; CustomerSolutions <CustomerSolutions@united.com>; Charles N
Alpers <cnalpers@usgs.gov>; Gerald Hobbs <jerhobbs2@verizon.net>; roaring camp
<roaringcamp@volcano.net>; Don Robinson <goldworld@wildblue.net>; Martin Nielsen
<mnielsen@windjammercable.net>; James Coker <jamescoker1954@yahoo.co.uk>; Michael Adams
<audredger2002@yahoo.com>; Manuel Figueiredo <kenainson@yahoo.com>; Mike Allen
<mallen7711@yahoo.com>; pdic-1916@yahoo.com; Scott Coykendall <scottsspot@yahoo.com>; Jim Madden
<upi.gold@yahoo.com>
Cc: John Mattox <JMattox@dfg.ca.gov>; Randy Kelly <RKelly@dfg.ca.gov>; Michael Stevenson
<Michael@horizonh2o.com>
Sent: Thu, April 14, 2011 1:30:33 PM
Subject: Status of Suction Dredge DSEIR public review
Interested Parties
Quite a few of you attended one or more of the five public meetings held to date. Please be aware that a sixth
meeting is scheduled for May 10, 2011 from 9:00 to noon in the California Natural Resources Agency

041711_Hepburn
From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

"rick hepburn"
dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
04/17/2011 7:18:33 PM
Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Endorse Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways . I believe suction dredge mining is a great way to rid our streams of toxic material such as
lead and mercury in our rivers. I urge you to REJECT the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.
State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. However they only testify to what
they are paid to testify about. They have not done any studies to substanciate their lies, when in fact the studies done by scientists have shown the oposit. (or at the
very least, less than significant).The mechanized mining process to collect small amounts of gold removes mercury from historic mining and churns up hardpacked
river gravel that enhances water quality. Suction dredge mining aids aquatic life bringing nutrients to the surface to feed endangered salmon and improving the
food chain.
In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more harmful to California with a loss of revenue from all the people that come to
California and spend money while they are there. The state of California historically spends more money processing new suction dredge mining permits than it
receives in revenue only because they limit the amount of permits they issue.
At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to regulate suction dredge mining in salmon habitat rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and recovery
areas for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I do not support closing any mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout
Streams, and National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife. Open them up and let the prospector remove the
toxins from the water thereby making the water better for all.
Suction dredge mining enhances our waterways, aids endangered fish and wildlife, and adds to taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above
the ignorant misgivings of a few environmentalists.
Thank you for considering my concerns.
rick hepburn
6827 linda rd
eureka, CA 95503

041711_Houston
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Living, vibrant streams are of much greater value than any gold that could be recovered from them
through suction dredge mining. It's amazing to me that we are still talking about whether people should
be able to take a clear stream, rich in aquatic life and turn it into a sediment stew.
This is no longer the 1850s. I would hope we had learned something since then about valuing our
streams and the fish and wildlife that depend on them. Please stop this practice once and for
all. Please end suction dredge mining in California.
Thanks for considering my opinion.
Ted Kennel
395 Richmond Dr.
Apt #12
Millbrae, CA 94030
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Dear Mr. Stopher,
Attached is a letter regarding this SEIR from my husband and me for you to consider.
Thank you very much,

Gay L. Berrien
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P.O. Box 669
Big Bar, CA 96010
April 18, 2011
California Department of Fish and Game
Attn: Mark Stopher
Suction Dredge Program Draft SEIR Comments
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001
Dear Mr. Stopher:
My husband, Richard, and I are concerned about the suction dredging issue
about which the Fish and Game has been conducting studies and requesting
public input. We would like to see the dredging continued.
We have both lived in Trinity County most of our lives and are both retired Forest
Service employees. Our homes have been in Denny along the New River and also
here at Big Bar along the main Trinity River. From our living in this region of
mountains, forests, and streams for so long and from our experience with the
Forest Service and its management of the resources, we believe we have a fair
idea of suction dredging and how it affects or does not affect the streams here.
Frequenting the New and Trinity rivers with hiking, swimming, and fishing
(when fishing was allowed in the New River) through many years, we are familiar
with the use of the dredges. In the mid-1970s there was an especially large influx
of suction dredges on the streams here from a spike in gold prices at that time.
Water may be silted for a time during a dredging operation. This is to be
expected and we do not believe it has adversely affected the waters in this part of
Trinity County in modern times. There have never been enough dredges to have
such an effect, we believe, and there have been considerably less in recent years.
We did not call the Forest Service office to arrive at a figure on how many dredges
were actually using local waterways last year up to the time the moratorium
started, but we are certain there were not more than one dredge in several miles
of one another. In the Denny area and above Denny, we know of only one. The
small number of dredges does not produce an unacceptable level of silt in the
waterways insofar as we have observed over the years. (There is no more than
what occurs during a summer rainstorm that causes a temporary spurt in
siltation.) And, even in the 1970s when there was more dredging activity, this did
not apparently hinder the populations of steelhead in New River; New River has
one of the largest numbers of summer steelhead in the western states.
The National Forest, on which most of the dredging in this area occurs, was
formed to allow uses of our public forests, including the extraction of precious
metals. Although you could argue that many of these dredgers in the past have
made only moderate to small amounts of income from their mining activities—so

why, then, worry about them?—this is still a valid use of our public forest and this
importance and right should not be minimalized and taken away.
Suction dredging should continue to be allowed at least in Trinity County. The
dredging seasons should continue as they were—they had been shortened enough
before the moratorium was put into effect. It is a shame that apparently real
problems up on the Klamath where one individual or small group was overusing
a particular resource should be so magnified as to rob a livelihood from another
group of people who were not overusing their river.
Thank you for considering this letter.
Sincerely,
/s/ Gay L. Berrien
Gay L. Berrien
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We are river-front property owners on the Trinity River in Salyer, Trinity County. We also spend a lot
of our time in the fall, winter, and spring on the river, enjoying various activities such as swimming,
kayaking, and rafting. We are adamantly opposed to any suction dredging on Northcoast rivers. The
destructive and extractive benefits to a few are far outweighed by the enjoyment of the river by the
many and by the health of the fishery. The piles of sediment, noisy polluting motors and cross-river
cables are damaging to the river and the fisheries and detract from everyones enjoyment of the river
and from the health of the fishery. Thank you,
Tim and Anita Gilbride-Read
255 Wilson Ln, Fieldbrook, Ca 95519
707-839-4645
1 Eagle Pt. Salyer, CA

041811_Harrison

*+,-$./0 !"#"$%
1"/$0 &#"'()*+,-./0+12*+1344+1564573+8&+89

To:

Mark Stopher
Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street
Redding, CA 96001

April 18, 2011

From:

Frank Harrison
21720 Highway 299
Big Bar, CA 96010

Subject:

Public input to Proposed Dredging Regulations

Ph: 530-623-9290
e-mail: feharrison@msn.com

Attached you will find my input to the Proposed Regulations. I did attend the meeting at the Senior
Nutrition Center in Redding and I did go up to the podium. Three minutes was insufficient time to
address all of what I had to say as it would have been difficult to reference the material properly
and then make comments.
Please accept this as addendum and clarity of purpose.
Thank you
Frank Harrison
P.S.
This was originally written in Word Perfect format, but as few offices use anything other than
Microsoft Word, I have attempted to run it through Microsoft Office Word 2003. Some of the
formatting may have become lost in translation.
Secondly, my old printer gave the gray ghost and stopped working as I attempted to print it.
Please bear with me.
Thanks

Proposed Suction Dredge Regulations
Title 14 Suction 228 and 228.5
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See Pgs 4-5 Lines 25-33 and 1-5

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
1
2
3
4
5

(2) A list of up to six locations where the permit applicant
plans to suction dredge. Location information shall include
either:
(A) County, river or stream or lake name, township, range,
section, quarter section, base, and meridian; or
(B) Approximate centerpoint of the location using latitude
and longitude.
For each location the California Active Mining Claim number, if
applicable, and approximate dates of proposed dredging shall be
listed.
(3) A list of all suction dredge equipment that will be used
under the permit, including nozzle size, constrictor ring size
(if needed), engine manufacturer and model number, and
horsepower

This area pertains to the paper work that is desired for the dredge permit.
Line 30 (B) makes reference to the approximate center point of the location using
latitude and longitude. As county lines are sometimes the center point of
rivers, Listing county (as desired in part (A) is frequently very confusing. It
would be very helpful if the Department could also use the coordinate system for
the various landmarks that the Department specifies in the open areas vs. the
closed areas. In this way, dredgers could easily tell whether or not the area
that they intend to dredge is open or closed. Likewise, the Department could
easily determine the same thing.
In Lines 4 and 5, the requirement for engine manufacturer, model number and
horsepower appears more in line of harassment than fish protection. First, Honda
engines are no longer listed as to horsepower. They are listed by cc(s of
displacement. No dredger is going to put a 100 hp engine on a set of pontoons
that will only be used to support a 4 inch dredge. Horsepower doesn’t(t indicate
anything. Example: My 4 inch dredge uses 2 Honda engines with water pumps. I
like to dredge in deep water (approximately 20-30 feet deep). To raise the
cobbles and gravels from this depth, I use a smaller engine to feed an auxiliary
jet system 20 feet down and a larger engine to feed the jet at the sluice box
level. If horsepower is really crucial, you would have maximum allowable engine
sizes in the Rules and Regulations. As you don’t, that is prima facia evidence
that it is meaningless.

See pg. 5 Lines 29-32
29 (g) Number of Permits. The Department shall issue a maximum of4,000
30
permits annually, on a first-come, first-serve basis. Any
permits
31
issued in 2011 will apply toward the limitation of 4,000 permits for
32
2012.

This is unnecessary. By your own admission, the average numbers of permits per
year is only about 3200. This number can vary related to the price at which gold
sells.
See pg. 11 Lines 1-4
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1 1602(a)(4)(A)(i) and, in the event a Streambed Alteration
2
Agreement is required authorization from the Department for the
3
proposed suction dredging operations at the location specified in
4
the permit application pursuant to subdivision.
You speak of a Streambed Alteration Agreement but do not indicate what required
information is needed. Knowing ahead could curtail your workload as well as
ours.
See pg.11 Lines 11-14
11 (e)(j) Equipment Requirements.
12
(1) Nozzle Restriction. No suction dredge having an intake nozzle
13
with an inside diameter larger than six four inches may be used
14
unless:
This limitation would place all suction dredging into the category of HOBBIEST
activity.
Anyone who has dredged for any length of time knows that a 4 inch dredge can not
move sufficient material to achieve any quantity of gold unless that operator
happened upon a (glory hole).
Many of us have sizeable amounts of money invested in equipment.
Further on, you specify that authorization can be obtained for larger dredges,
but fail to mention what the process involves.

See pg. 12 Lines 8-23
8 (E)Suction dredge intake nozzles up to eight inches in
9 diameter may be permitted at the Department(s discretion in
10 accordance with Section 228 subdivision(j)(1)(A) only on
11 the following rivers:
12 (1) American (Placer, Nevada, and EI Dorado counties)
13 (2) Cosumnes (Sacramento, Amador and EI Dorado
14 counties)
15 (3) Feather (Butte, Plumas, and Yuba counties)
16 (4) Klamath (Del Norte, Humboldt and Siskiyou
17 counties)
18 (5) Merced (Mariposa and Merced counties)
19 (6) Mokelumne (Amador, Calaveras and San Joaquin
20 counties)
21 (7) Scott (Siskiyou County)
22 (8) Trinity (Trinity and Humboldt counties); and
23 (9) Yuba (Sierra and Yuba counties)
First you specify that a nozzle great than 4 inch requires special
authorization, but here you state that up to an 8 inch nozzle may be used on the
above rivers.
Does this mean that a special authorization is not required for these rivers?
See pg. 12 Lines 25-27
25 (2) Hose Restriction. The inside diameter of the intake hose may
26 not be more than four two inches larger than the permitted intake
27 nozzle size.
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I do not understand the purpose of this. The inside diameter of the suction hose
has no bearing on the amount of material that can be moved. An inside diameter,
larger than the nozzle diameter, merely acts to diminish the number of plug-ups
that may occur due to tumbling rocks. It’s the nozzle diameter that determines
amount of material moved.
See pg. 14 Lines 17-19
17 (3) No person may suction dredge within three feet of the lateral
18 edge of the current water level, including at the edge of
19 instream gravel bars or under any overhanging banks.
This provisions opens dredgers to all kinds of repercussions.
Example:
Suppose the dredger has started dredging 3 feet out from the current water level
and then the water level drops significantly. Now the dredge hole would appear
to have been made into the gravel bar. Subsequent to this, a local law
enforcement official sees the hole. The dredger gets cited for regulation
violation.

See pg 15

Lines 24-25

24 (12) No person shall displace any material embedded on banks of
25 rivers or streams.
It would seem that this provision means that all power sluicing (aka high
banking) is curtailed, or does this just refer to dredging?
Please clarify.

See pg. 18 Lines 28-31
28
29
30
31

(b) Suction Dredge Special Regulations. The Suction Dredge Use
Classifications (Section (a), above) apply for each of the rivers or
streams in each of the counties listed below. Lakes and reservoirs
statewide are Class H.

If all lakes and reservoirs statewide are class H, why, in accordance with the
following from pg. 10. Lines 20-24, is Special Approval needed?

20
21
22
23
24

(d)(i)Special Approval for Use of Suction Dredges in Lakes and
Reservoirs. No suction dredging is permitted within the current water
level in any lake or reservoir unless: without written approval from
the lake operating agency, the Regional Water Quality Control Board,
and an on-site inspection and approval by the Department

My next area of discussion is a little harder to visualize, but here goes. It
pertains to those areas that area described under Classes
(A) through (H).
Look at El Dorado County, Rubicon River.
Rubicon River: Mainstem and all tributaries upstream from the Placer-El Dorado
County Line are Class A
Class A: No dredging permitted at anytime.
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Look also at Placer County, Rubicon River

Rubicon River: Mainstem and all tributaries upstream of Oxbow Dam to the PlacerEl Dorado County Line are Class E
Class E: Open to dredging from September 1 through

January 31

The problem with this is (Where is the portion of The El DORADO-PLACER County
line that is being referenced).

(3) Pump Intake Screening. The intake for the suction dredge
29 pump shall be covered with screening mesh. Screen mesh openings
30 shall not exceed 3/32 inch (2.38 mm) for woven wire or perforated
31 plate screens, or 0.0689 inch (1.75 mm) for profile wire screens,
32 with a minimum 27% open area.
Shouldn’t this be MAXIMUM 27% open area?
That is if the purpose is supposed to be to limit the possibility that newly
hatched fish might get sucked up by the pump intake hose.
Next topic:
I don’t remember exactly where it is, but there is a statement in these proposed
regulations that pertain to the concept that, should any dredge permit be issued
during the year 2011, then it will carry over for the year 2012.
This should not be included in the regulations. It applies only to this year.
You would have to re-write the regulations prior to the year 2013. This is
better handled on the permit itself.

DISCUSSION:
Obviously, there are many items of concern that have not been addressed by these
proposed regulations. You have gone to great lengths to show the processes of
revocation and appeal for dredge permits, but have failed to present any
information regarding the processes required to get Special Permit Authorization,
fees that may be imposed or time elements that may be involved.

I do not wish to be arguementive, but it would seem that theses regulations have
been put forth simply to give the impression that something is being done towards
meeting the Court imposed conditions.
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Mark,
First, let me thank you for all of your effort and hard work. I have been kept informed by
your effort, thanks.
I could not find what the criteria for each category (A through H) on why a stream or river
might have 3 or 4 different A or B or F or G.
Could you send me the the specific area that covers why and A is an A or why a F is an F.
Brian Stevens
----- Original Message ----From: "Mark Stopher" <MStopher@dfg.ca.gov>
To: "Charlie Watson" <cwatson@advancedgeologic.com>, "Kerwin Krause"
<kerwin.krause@alaska.gov>, "John" <jeepest@aol.com>, "Joseph McGee"
<joni4cats@aol.com>, reddy2ctsp@aol.com, "Curtis Willie" <sbishop1979@aol.com>,
"Charles Huss" <smaltoy@aol.com>, "Floyd Vaughan" <vaughan1896@aol.com>, "Bonnie
Kriens" <mbkriens@att.net>, "Chuck Johnson" <n6yii@att.net>, "Tom Harris"
<THARRIS1950@att.net>, "Ed" <traqngold@att.net>, davemack@attglobal.net, "Gary
West" <gwest@ci.vallejo.ca.us>, "Jim Hart" <stanford@citlink.net>, "Gary Swayne"
<PapaGary48@comcast.net>, "Dennis Martin" <Dennis.Martin@ejgallo.com>, "Michael
Kellett" <mkellett02@fs.fed.us>, filterstone@gmail.com, "Jarod Ruffo"
<jr2050@gmail.com>, "Ken and Debbie McMaster" <mcmasterpiece@gmail.com>, "Vince
Nelson" <nelsonsrv@gmail.com>, "Eugene Beley" <sfvcgpaa@gmail.com>,
new49ers@goldgold.com, "Blake Harmon" <bharmon@goldprospectors.org>, ca-suctiondredge-eir@googlegroups.com, "Rich Linden" <danielhasnoemail@hotmail.com>, "Steve
Lintner" <orecar2010@hotmail.com>, sodman77@hotmail.com, "Tom Brenner"
<tbrenner@hrblock.com>, "Scott Harn" <scott@icmj.com>, "Herb Miller" <miller@jps.net>,
"Pat Keene" <pat@keeneeng.com>, "Jan Sticha" <magyver@magyver.com>, "David
Dunham" <dddunham@me.com>, "Lewis Spengler" <educoptor.s@me.com>, "Richard
McCarthy" <rmccarthy@mindspring.com>, "Wesley Wright"
<wwright@mwconstructionllc.com>, "Heidi Walters"
<heidiwalters@northcoastjournal.com>, "Chris McCord" <k942gadget@pacific.net>,
"Richard Brubaker" <brubaker46@peoplepc.com>, "Dave Mack"
<dave@promackmining.com>, "Barbara Manganello" <bsman@quiknet.com>, "Cyndi
Hillery" <CHillery@rcrcnet.org>, "Mary Pitto" <mpitto@rcrcnet.org>, "Stephen Kulieke"
<skulieke@rcrcnet.org>, "D Ray East" <dr.east@sbcglobal.net>, "Bill Fisher"
<goldminerbill@sbcglobal.net>, "Scott Fischer" <scottfischer@sbcglobal.net>, "Paul
Nasiatka" <scubaflake1@sbcglobal.net>, "Marcia Armstrong" <armstrng@sisqtel.net>,
"Ray Stewart" <au1099@sisqtel.net>, "Jim Foley" <jfoley@sisqtel.net>, "Jennifer DeLeon"
<Jennifer.DeLeon@slc.ca.gov>, "Wanda Oliver" <mtngutter@sti.net>, "Elleonore Hizon"
<elleonore.hizon@thomsonreuters.com>, "CustomerSolutions"
<CustomerSolutions@united.com>, "Charles N Alpers" <cnalpers@usgs.gov>, "Gerald
Hobbs" <jerhobbs2@verizon.net>, "roaring camp" <roaringcamp@volcano.net>, "Don
Robinson" <goldworld@wildblue.net>, "Martin Nielsen" <mnielsen@windjammercable.net>,
"James Coker" <jamescoker1954@yahoo.co.uk>, "Michael Adams"
<audredger2002@yahoo.com>, "Manuel Figueiredo" <kenainson@yahoo.com>, "Mike
Allen" <mallen7711@yahoo.com>, pdic-1916@yahoo.com, "Scott Coykendall"
<scottsspot@yahoo.com>, "Jim Madden" <upi.gold@yahoo.com>
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Dear Mark,
Attached is the response from the North Fork Dredgers Association strongly supporting a
change in the DSEIR from the incorrectly proposed Class G to the appropriate classification
of C for the Water from Lake Clementine to the Colfax Iowa Hill Road Bridge.
In addition, I will be sending the letter via USPS certified mail for inclusion into the public
comments for the proposed DSEIR changes.
Regards,
Craig A. Lindsay
President, North Fork Dredgers Association
Property Owner, North Fork of the American River
Cell 916-813-0104
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I speak for the fish, who can not talk.. Ii speak for the river who does not want to have its bottom
dredged. I speak for the small fish and critters who need to have oxygen that is in the water. Here it is
earth day 41 years after i joined the environmental movement. I do it for my children and the earth
that is being raped. You can stop this why not? maybe you are getting some payback from the 4000
miners? I am a grandmom now and my government does not do a good job. I feel like firing all of the
regulatory agencies that don't protect us. joanne b rovno
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To: Mark Stopher
CA DFG
601 Locust St.
Redding, CA 96001
From: Craig & Martie Sherlund
7632 Deer Valley Rd.
Newport, WA 99156
509.671.1576
Date: 04.19.2011
Dear Mr. Stopher,
I am writing you in regard to the California Dept. of Fish & Games Subsequent Environmental Impact
Report and Mr. Dave McCrackens letter, President of The New 49's, to you dated 04.10.2011.
While my wife and I are new to the suction dredging community, we have been following the events of
the SEIR Proposed Regulations with great interest and concern. Due to the current ban on suction
dredging in California we will be spending our time and money in Oregon this mining season.
After spending a great deal of time reading the reports from CDFG and the responses from Mr.
McCracken, I feel compelled to share my thoughts with you and your department.
The first thing that comes to mind is the "Potential" harm to the Essential Salmon Habit and the
"Potential" release of hazardous material, namely Mercury. While I am quoting words such as
"Potential", "Perhaps", "Possibly", "May", and "Might". Throughout my education and life I have
learned that these words are NOT DEFINITIVE AND THEREFORE UNFOUNDED AND
SHOULD BE DISMISSED AS SUCH! When words or terms such as these are used it opens a
whole world of "Possibilities ", that may or may not be proven. Can you imagine if our laws were
written with this type of termonolgy? I can't. Mr. McCracken, a highly intelligent and well respected
expert suction dredger addresses each of the SEIR's report on a one by one basis. His expertise as well
as those he works with have "FOUND",
FOUND", THROUGH RESEARCH THAT SUCTION
DREDGING DOESN'T HARM ESH, IN FACT HE HAS FOUND THAT BY
BREAKING UP STREAMBED MATERIAL AND LEAVING SAMPLE HOLES, THAT
IT HAS PROVEN BENEFICIAL TO THE SALMON AND THEIR OFFSPRING BY
GIVING THEM NUTRIENTS RELEASED FROM DREDGING AND PROVIDING
THEM WITH MORE SHELTERED HABITAT TO SPAWN AND REAR THEIR
YOUNG. The next point is the "Potential" or "Possible" release of Mercury back into the waterways.
One could argue that Mercury being dredged up could "Potentially", create a hazardous waste scenario.
However, there's that word again, "Potential". THERE IS NO SOLID PROOF, THAT I CAN
FIND, THAT SUCTION DREDGING RELEASES TOXIC MERCURY INTO THE
WATERWAYS, THEREBY HARMING THE ESH. TO THE CONTRARY IT HAS
!"#$%&%'(%)

ACTUALLY CLEANED UP THESE WATERWAYS BY REMOVING THOUSANDS
OF OUNCES OF MERCURY FROM THEM WITH NO DETECTABLE MERCURY
TOXINS BEING FOUND IN THE WATERWAYS OR IN THE FISH THAT ARE
CAUGHT AND EATEN BY HUMANS.
Mr. McCracken speaks to the issue of LIBERTY AND PROSPERITY
PROSPERITY, and how the Moratorium on
suction dredging is having huge impacts on people who have purchased properties, used this form of
mining as a means of supporting their families and as such, pour funds back into the communities
where they live and work thus sustaining more families and businesses. SOUNDS LIKE GOOD,
SOUND ECONOMIC SENSE TO ME! WITHOUT IT WE ALREADY KNOW WHAT
HAPPENS. NO MONEY, NO BUSINESS, COMMUNITIES DRY UP, CLOSE UP AND
MOVE TO OTHER AREAS OR STATES WHERE THEY CAN MAKE A LIVING.
WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT TO HELP THESE SMALL COMMUNITIES THRIVE
AND BRING MORE BASE POPULATION AND TOURIST MONIES INTO THESE
COMMUNITIES SO THEY COULD THRIVE AND THEREBY HELP THE STATES
OVERALL DEBT RATIO TO DECREASE? JUST SOUNDS LIKE GOOD COMMON
SENSE TO ME. I have owned my own businesses in the past and I know what it takes to keep them
going.
I am attaching a portion of Mr. McCrackens letter so you can review his findings without having to
spend time looking for it.
I believe he has some very GOOD, SOUND, RESPONSIBLE PROPOSALS BASED ON
FACTS, that would work well for everyone concerned. It is my feeling that, IF
REGULATIONS/LAWS BETWEEN MINERS, CDFG, USFS AND BLM ARE
WRITTEN IN PLAIN EASY TO UNDERSTAND TERMS, SUCH AS MR.
McCRACKEN HAS PROPOSED, IT WILL CREATE A MUCH MORE HARMONIOUS
AND RESPECTED REALTIONSHIP WITH ALL INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES
INVOLVED.
Thank you for your time and consideration of our thoughts and comments,
Warm Regards,
Craig & Martie Sherlund
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