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May 9" 2011
To:  Mr Stopher, Ca. DFG

From: Donald E. Eno
Lifetime Member PLP

Adopting Comments from Jerry Hobbs of P.L.P. et al
Re: Public Comments on Proposed Suction Dredging Regulations — SDEIR

California Mother lode Country is a rich resource, to this day, and it is a
crying shame that the people of California cannot enjoy the economic
benefits from our infamous Mother lode mineral bounty. California is in the
tank some 30 billion dollars, and the United States economy is on life
support rescued only by printing money neck and neck with other Countries
fiat currencies. The ship is sinking fast and unbelievably the CDFG is
spending millions of dollars screwing around with this SDEIR for the
purpose of making sure of two things.

One is to stop all placer gold mining in our rivers assuring that new wealth
cannot ever be extracted from rivers and for the benefit of California’s
economy ever again.

Two i1s to ensure that all the mercury, heavy metals, Su/fide Rich Black
Sands, toxic minerals, asphalt and garbage that is polluting our rivers is
“Quarantined” and thoroughly protected by the environmental groups &
Federal and State Agencies. All of them hell bent on making it a crime for
suction dredge miners to remove any and all pollution we unearth from
under river gravel beds - the very same out of site out of mind ecological
disaster contaminating California’s aquatic environment and our drinking
water supplies - that these Agencies proclaim to be protecting.

SDEIR Simply Cannot Ignore [Blow Off] the Economic Potential and
Losses of the Gold Mining Potential Of the Sierra Nevada Mother lode
Country & Other Gold Bearing Areas of California Without Hard Look
Economic Analysis.



The mineral wealth of the Mother lode has not produced anywhere near its
potential, in fact, the citizens of California have been and are being cheated
as a direct result of USFS abuse of discretion for decades. It goes without
saying that the Citizens of California have lost countless billions of dollars
as a result of USFS surface use mining regulations and abusive practices.

Every single time prospectors go out upon the National Forests (NF)
operating under the authorization of the US Mining laws, we risk being seen
or caught by the USFS and that is where the trouble begins. Even though
everything we do is perfectly lawful, we have to all but hide like thieves in
the night to keep from being threatened or cited for something by the FS.
The FS learned decades ago that if they can catch the miners early enough,
there is always a way to stop him from doing enough diligent work before he
can make a discovery of valuable minerals, or stop him from having a
chance to perfect his discovery. The cost to California has been vast and it
has all been done in the name of protecting FS surface resources. This, in
part is why I bring all these issues to the forefront, what are the losses to the
State, and what have been the true costs? How much more must be lost.

These Environmental protection agencies” EPA, CDFG, USFS, and
CRWQB were created, funded, and armed with vast power and backed by
environmental statutes for the purpose of protecting; safe domestic water
supplies, clean water, protection of fish and wildlife, clean air, to prohibit
pollutants from harming our shared environment. However, this is not the
case, environmental concern and protections are not the mission or the
objective at all. Environmental health is a subterfuge, a surrogate for
exacting absolute power to take absolute control over virtually all lands of
the United States, and the [river]| Pollution in this case is what
Representative Helen Chenowith-Hage dubbed the new species of cash cow.
If not but for the pollution lurking in the rivers, and the fears of ecological
disasters that are threatening our environment, none of these federal and
state employees would have a job.

These agencies, CDFG included have created an entire industry: vibrant
environmental businesses like Horizon, a subcontracted private gaggle of
purported scientists performing tasks like this SDEIR, and environmental
special interest groups’ law firms, dedicated to litigation on behalf of Mother
Nature, a bustling private businesses well funded by our agencies, and spin
cycling the moneys back to their lobbies to help control all the; lands,



waters, and air of these United States. Despite our thirty billion dollar
deficit, there is apparently no shortage of money flowing through these
bustling businesses or through our State and Federal agencies for
environmental studies and draconian regulations.

All these; sky is falling, save the earth, global warming theories assure
absolute Federal and State Agencies’ control over every natural resource
guarantees to provide a thriving environmental industry, and spin cycles
money to lobbies and Politicians for more and more power and control.
Hell, we don’t need to save the planet, the planet will be fine long after
mankind is gone and forgotten. We cannot save ourselves from ourselves,
and this whole SDEIR proves my case.

At this point, assuming CDFG pulls off this hoax, the net result will assure
several horrific environmental consequences will occur as follows.

The gross pollution; Heavy metals like lead, mercury, and minerals like
arsenic and others cited in the SDEIR will remain undisturbed in the
watersheds; on bedrock, under the river gravel beds of the Sierra Nevada’s
will continue to; oxidize, leach, rust, corrode deep in the river channels out
of site and out of mind.

The mercury will remain in the rivers as-is where-is for now.

The super-sized metallic garbage, miscellaneous metallic trash, scrap metals,
aluminum cans, tin cans, and asphalt will largely be ignored & unnoticed.
The general public will pat you all on the back, they will continue flocking
to the National forests enjoying the rivers and streams oblivious to the
ecological disaster under their feet. Swimmers, tubers, kayakers, fishermen,
sport divers, come one comes all will be exposed to the very personal safety
hazards your SDEIR declared would likely pose a health hazard to gold
dredgers working under water! And, these elitists’ fly fishermen, and the
more reasonable sport fishermen will continue to pursue, catch, kill, and eat
mercury and heavy metals contaminated fish flesh, oblivious to the CDFG
fish farming for $$ and heavy metals protection management practices.

It is absolute certainty that that all future major floods will turn the raging
rivers into massive gravel ball mills which in turn will grind and spread this
poisonous mixture further down the watersheds, flouring mercury, and
posing greater and greater risks to our water supply, fish, aquatic



environments and jeopardize the public health and safety of all citizens of
California.

The net result of all these environmental controls - in this particular case the
SDEIR - for the purported; protection of water quality, the habitats for the
poor yellow legged frog, (AKA: Fish Food) and, the elimination &
mitigation of the in stream suction dredge miners - will assure a long
enduring legacy and testament Government assured pollution and poisonous
water supplies for all humankind and species within the once great State of
California.

Question; Why does CDFG insist on fattening up planted — stocked trout
and/or other fish species with yellow legged frogs and / or other frogs?
Question; Is it the all mighty dollar for fishing licenses?

The theories and conclusions throughout the SDEIR are weak at best,
grabbing at straws, inferring harms to justify an entirely new CDFG in
stream suction dredge mining, providing for the submission of a Plan of
Operations scenario with multiple authorizations under the guise of a
“permit.”

My wife and I moved to California in 1992 for the gold mining opportunities
it offered under the US Mining Laws. When we moved here, 1 was naive, I
thought that the agencies like the USFS were honorable and had to be
honest. Silly me, it didn’t take long for me to learn that I was dead wrong.

Prospecting and small scale mining is wrought with challenges, often
hazardous to life and limb; dark tunnels, raises, shafts, oxygen depletion,
cave-ins, underwater rockslides, looming boulders, and the list goes on. The
greatest threat of all hands-down has been USFS material interference, and
making otherwise lawful exercise of the authorized mining under the US
Mining Laws a crime.

The only mining allowed it appears is Massive Corporate — scale mining, a
scale that sends the Environmentalists into orbit. These are the mines that
leave the massive scars all the environmentalists get upset about. What is
strange is that small-scale miners in both under ground placer and river
placers could work 50 years and never know they were there. You all have a
choice, either plenty of insignificant blemishes here and there - and often
times no trace at all, or the alternative is big massive pits and everybody















































































































































































































