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WELcOME TO YOUR NATIONAL FORESTS!

For millennia the allure of gold has kindled the adventurous spirit of miners,
and many have sought their fortunes in its pursuit. In California alone,
thousands of 49 ‘ers arrived from all corners of the world after James Mar-
shall found gold in a Sierra stream. Few people know that the California
gold rush infused hundreds of millions of dollars in the national economy
and fueled the eastern economic engines that settled the West. Over the
past two centuries, miners have extracted gold from mountains and streams

throughout the United States, changing the course of the Nation's future.

Today there is a new-found interest in gold mining. For individuals or small
groups of miners, only a few methods of gold mining are economically feasi-
ble. One of these methods, a type of placer mining called suction dredging,
removes gold from where it has lodged in the beds of running creeks and
streams. This method is increasing in popularity in the national forests. This
brochure is intended to increase readers” understanding of suction dredging;

it is not intended to replace existing laws and regulations.

Mining today differs from that of yesteryear: while sharing many of the tra-
ditions of their forebears, today’s miners must be aware of how their activi-
ties affect the streams and surrounding ecosystems, and of the need to
understand and operate according to laws and requlations. These laws and
regulations ensure continued use of national forests and protect resources
such as clean water and fish populations. Indeed, all users of national
forests must share in their stewardship as well as reap their benefits.

Please work with the United States Pepartment of Agriculture (USDA) Forest
Service to make sure that suction dredging is dohe i.a manner consistent
with current law and geod natural resource management, in order to mairn-
tain our forestiresources for future generations. Enjoy using your national
forests—and good luck in your search for gold!
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