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To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all 
Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be 
rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these 
waterways from needless harm. 

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge 
mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining 
process to collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic 
mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge 
mining also destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the 
food chain. 

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more 
important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new 
suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable 
taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in 
insufficient wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the 
practice must not be allowed. 

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining 
in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for 
threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and 
streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must 
also be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, 
fish and wildlife, and cultural resources. 

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our 
waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 
21st-century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction 
dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history 
where it belongs. 
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From: "V abel"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 11:22:38 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher at the California Department of Fish and Game:

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and as such are the lifeblood for all Californians. I urge you to to protect these waterways from needless

harm. Wildlife experts & scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish as the mechanized mining process to collect

small amounts of gold, reintroduces mercury from historic mining claims, churning up mud and fine silt that deteriorates water quality. Dredge mining destroys

aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important as the state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program due to an insufficient. number of wardens in

the field because of budget cuts. This practice simply must not be allowed if there is insufficient enforcement!

Rules must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining where critical habitat and future recovery areas are provided for threatened and endangered fish, and

wildlife. The Californian economy will also be better served if suction dredge mining is prohibited in most places. California's fish and wildlife and the scenic and

pristine environments they inhabit are rich cultural & financial resources. It's is a net loser for the state of California, as It destroys our waterways while harming

endangered fish and wildlife overall. A 21st-century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. California doesn't need suction dredge mining but it does

need clean waterways for future generations. Leave it in the dustbin of history!

V abel

7520 Fairmount Avenue

el cerrito, CA 94530

US

040611_Abel



From: "Kenneth Able"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 9:30:22 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I can think of no reason why my tax dollars should be used to support this kind of activity in our streams and rivers. This is absolutely not something that Cal Fish

and Game should be encouraging or supporting in any way.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Kenneth Able

535-000 Little Valley Rd.

McArthur, CA 96056-7633

US

040611_Able



From: "Robert Amador"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 6:26:42 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

As a native Californian, I appreciate you time and consideration, and hope that you understand how deeply I care about keeping California waters pristine.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Many thanks.

Robert Amador

30110 Avenida Esplendida

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275

USA

040711_Amador



From: "Thomas Amaroli"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/18/2011 11:08:51 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Mark Stopher,

Far too much harm has been done to our wildlife and rivers already. Do not do more harm. Thank you.

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways more than I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a costly and

destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Thomas Amaroli

917 Cole Street

San Francisco, CA 94117

041811_Amaroli



From: "Luke Asbury"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:57:10 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past.

Please do your part to STOP the ongoing destruction of our planet!

Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it belongs.

Luke Asbury

2945 Lexington Drive

Ventura, CA 93003-2913

US

040611_Asbury



From: "Kathleen Ash"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 6:16:24 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are the very lifeblood for Californians. I have lived in S. California all of my life and now live under drought restrictions. I cherish the use of

fresh water and know how much our lives depend upon it.

Now I understand that you are looking at Suction dredge mining as a possibility. This is a costly and destructive practice that should be rejected. I urge you to

adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

Our own state wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining

process to collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge

mining also destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Kathleen Ash

10043 Silverton Ave.

Tujunga, CA 91042-2429

US

040711_Ash



From: "Valerie Baldwin"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:54:31 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Jeez, I cannot believe you are evening considering more suction dredge mining here in California when our fish and amphibians are on the brink of annihilation.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Valerie Baldwin

243 Echo Lane

Portola Valley, CA 94028

US

040611_Baldwin



From: "Joe Balestreri"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:21:16 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I can't understand the Department of Fish and Game EVER allowing this horribly damaging practice.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs. Thanks, Joe Balestreri

Joe Balestreri

2602 Marl Rd.

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

US

040711_Balestreri



From: "Yvonne Barkley"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:09:31 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Please help in keeping our waterways from being destroyed for our future generations.

Yvonne Barkley

4488 Figueroa Blvd

San Diego, CA 92109

US

040711_Barkley



From: "Ellen Barron"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:18:20 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Sigh. Another waste of tax payers (that's us little people, not the corporations who benefit from mining) money.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Ellen Barron

55 Quail Dr

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

US

040711_Barron



From: "Eddie Bartley"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 3:33:09 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

If it is stopped now The Sierra will recover to some degree from hydraulic gold mining - in about 250,000 years! We can only imagine how amazingly abundant

wildlife must have been before the1850's. We won;t ever see it in our lives but let's not add insult to injury by letting suction dredge mining happen again here.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Eddie Bartley

493 Vermont St.

San Francisco, CA 94107

US

040711_Bartley



From: "ph baum"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 8:39:22 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Yet another needless, profit-driven assault on our precious ecosystems. The worldwide extraction war on planet earth continues. Dredge mining is one of it's many

hideous faces. Please recognize it for what it is.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

ph baum

30638 rolling hills drive

valley center, CA 92082 3351

US

040611_Baum



From: "Brandon M Bean"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/08/2011 1:36:27 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

P.S. I Love Wildlife love Brandon M Bean. AND FOR OUR KIDS LIVE & THEY

FUTURE TO.

“In this great future, you can't forget your past…” Bob Marley

P.S. I Love Wildlife love Brandon M Bean.

Thank you for helping to save these executives why saving the Western Gray

Whale important.

Thank you for considering my comments. I look forward to your swift action

to ensure a complete ban on whaling in Iceland.

Sincerely,

Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Thank you for considering my views on this issue. I look forward to your

reply.

Sincerely,Thank you for considering my views on this issue. I look forward

to your reply.

Yours truly, Thank you for considering my comments.Thank you for taking my

concerns into consideration.Sincerely,Thank you for considering my

comments. P.S. I Love Wildlife love Brandon M Bean. Thank you for

receiving my comments. Sincerely, Brandon M Bean 2019 Los Feliz dr Apt 8

Thousand Oaks CA 91362-3030 Brandonmbean@yahoo.com I love 8stops7 They

Rock. http://www.8stops7.com ?Thank you for considering and conveying my

message to your government. Sincerely, Brandon M Bean 805.657.7565

I love 8stops7 They Rock. http://www.8stops7.com

http://www.facebook.com/brandon.m.bean

Sincerely,

Brandon M BEAN

805-657-7565

Brandon M Bean

040811_Bean



2019 Los Feliz Dr Apt 8

Thousand Oaks, CA 91362-3030

US



From: "Naomi Beck-Goodell"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/25/2011 8:05:51 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

The residents of California and the California Department of Fish and Game need to ask themselves what is more important, waterways that have been polluted

due to mining or healthy streams that support the federally protected Coho and Chinook salmon, steelhead, Pacific lamprey and green sturgeon. Obviously the

health of the fish that depend on the clear water in the streams and rivers.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Naomi Beck-Goodell

2785 Dark Lake rd

Kodiak, AK 99615

US

042511_Beck-Goodell



From: "karen benzel"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 9:26:05 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

karen benzel

PO Box 5334

carmel, CA 93921

US
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From: "Oliver Bollmann"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:24:12 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California is the golden coast. Why? Not because of it's gold rush days, but because of its bounty of natural beauty. A clean environment to protect that beauty, and

to be frank, protect ourselves, our future, our children and our lives and livelihoods is something we as a State have been committed to for years.

Why then would we want to dredge up the past for something that will destroy not only our beauty and future, but also our water supply?

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

As a Californian, I ask you to do what's best for the State, and that is to keep our land pristine.

Oliver Bollmann

834 Lakewood Dr

Sunnyvale, CA 94089

US
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From: "Diane Bolon"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/10/2011 11:13:06 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net LOSER for the state of California: It DESTROYS our waterways, HARMS endangered fish and wildlife and WASTES taxpayer

money. A 21st-century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of

history where it belongs.

BE A HERO SO THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF THIS ORRIBLE POLICY WILL NOT BACK FIRE ON YOU.

Diane Bolon

6765 Westminster Blvd

Westminster, CA 92683

US
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From: "Barbara Boros"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 8:04:05 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

PLEASE PROTET THE WATERWAYS FROM DESTRUCTION.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Barbara Boros

3733 Mariana Way

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

US
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From: "Henry Boyle"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:15:03 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected.

I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife.

All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also be closed to suction dredge mining to protect

water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Stop using my tax dollars to, in any way, support this outdated practice.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Henry Boyle

1123 Channing way

Berkeley, CA 94702

US
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From: "Lori Anne Callahan"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:35:20 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

As a native Californian and outdoorswoman, I am writing to urge you to reject the practice of suction dredge mining. Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the

state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money -- something we can ill afford with our budgetary

woes!

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

A 21st-century California doesn't need this relic from our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history

where it belongs.

Lori Anne Callahan

20711 Hillside Drive

Topanga, CA 90290-3616

US
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From: "Norma Campbell"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:44:36 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I write on a lot of subjects but I simply will not tolerate further pollution of California waterways for any reason, and I sincerely hope you and F&G will not try to

push something like this thru and over the wishes fo the People of the State of California. Enough damage was done to our waterways during the gold rush, lets not

start that crap again.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Norma Campbell

37 Decorah lane

Campbell, CA 95008-2424

US
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From: "Elaine Capogeannis"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:31:20 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I'm wondering why dredge mining is being allowed -

Since you are elected Mr. Stopher for the Dept of Fish and Game I figure you are also out there to protect their health.

So I come to you with the rest - with the following photocopied letter - because I know you are one of the ones to protect Fish and Game.. More than we can - you

can stop the destruction that is irreplaceable and protect the area you were given reign over.

Looking forward to seeing your actions on the Wildlife and Game Dept's behalf.

elaine

Supporting Letter as follows :

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Elaine Capogeannis

430 S. Niagara Street #213

Burbank, CA 91505

US
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From: "Diane Carney"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 11:14:41 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways and rivers have experienced a tremendous amount of destruction at human hands, not the least of which has been the past era of hyrdrolic

mining which deposited millions of pounds of mercury into the rivers. These are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction

dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. More importantly, dredge mining disturbs the mercury in the sediments and suspends it in the

water. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Diane Carney

4418 Alderwood Way

Sacramento, CA 95864

US
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From: "Jana Castanares"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:58:34 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I teach fourth graders about the California gold rush and the environmental havoc wreaked by it. So in addition to the excellent letter below, which was written by

the Center for Biological Diversity, I will simply assert that we must be more willing to learn from our own mistakes. I cannot state too strongly that continuing or

increasing suction dredge mining in our rivers is a reprehensible, irresponsible, and needless act.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Jana Castanares

4107 Camino Real

Los Angeles, CA 90065

US
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From: "Corey Cate"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:52:50 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Public Trust Resources. Your department seems to have lost it's way. I suggest you can change.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Seems like a no-brainer to me, Sir.

Protection is progress. All else is non-sustainable. It's time to tell special interests (with self interests at heart) "No more.".

Thanks

Corey Cate

1751 Duncan Dr.

Tracy, CA 95376

US
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From: "Jan Charvat"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 3:09:19 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

TO: Mark Stopher, California Dept. of Fish & Game

Protecting our air and water is not just for animals and photographers, but also critical for our own health. Therefore, I ask you to adopt the alternative "no action"

so that our rivers and other bodies of water are protected against mining and other polluting activities. Please do not allow "mining" of an economically

insignificant amount of gold or other metals or minerals to destroy an entire river or water system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jan Charvat

573 Anderson Road

Alpine, CA 91901

US
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From: "Pamela Check"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/25/2011 6:10:08 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game:

Stop this. I live in California and I am appalled that such a thing could even be contemplated. Shame on them. This is rape. If they can't get the gold out in a more

responsible fashion, they can go to hell, because I'm not going to let them turn my planet into one.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Pamela Check

2237-1/2 Ceres Avenue

Chico, CA 95926

US
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From: "Mark Colby"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 8:16:29 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Sport fishing provides more money and more jobs than suction dredge mining. Please support California, and stop your support for the couple handfuls of people

that own the mining firms that will destroy our resource.

Mark Colby

11020 Hesby Street

North Hollywood, CA 91601-3891

US
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From: "Roger Cole"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 2:35:22 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

I have personally seen several streams ruined for swimming and fish, Butte Creek outside Chico, and Fraser Creek and others in Plumas National forest.. State

wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Roger Cole

P.O. Box 68

Forest Ranch, CA 95942

US

040711_Cole



From: "Phillip Cripps"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:22:11 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

It seems like there's no end to the ways in which government can trash the planet we live on. California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the

lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect

these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Phillip Cripps

35898 Calle Raphael

Cathedral City, CA 92234

US

040611_Cripps



From: "Gerrit Crouse"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 11:08:54 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, CA Dept. of Fish & Game

Suction dredge mining is a costly, destructive use of CA waterways that should be ended. As an emeritus member of the American Institute of Biological Sciences

(AIBS), I ask you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from further needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts & bioscientists have testified that suction dredge mining degrades our waterways & endangers fish. The mechanized mining process

to collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining. It churns up mud & silt that deteriorate water quality. It destroys aquatic life, including

endangered salmon, impacting the entire food chain.

CA historically spends more money processing new suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting taxpayer money on a purely destructive

program. When budget cuts reduce wardens in the field enforcing dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed. Regulations must be revised to prohibit

suction dredge mining in all rivers & streams providing critical habitat & future recovery areas for threatened & endangered fish & wildlife. Mercury-impaired

rivers & streams, "wild & scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," & national parks must be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health,

fish & wildlife, & cultural resources.

There is nothing good that can be said about suction dredge mining. A 21st-century CA needs to be rid of this relic of our careless past. Reject it in CA's

waterways.

Gerrit Crouse

38 4th Avenue

Nyack, NY 10960

US

040711_Crouse



From: "RONALD DALTON"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:34:45 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs. No one who cannot see beyond the dollar sign, should make any decisions for any agency that involves the enviornment of our fragile planet or the health

of its people. Sadly it continues, as the dollar impairs good judgement.

RONALD DALTON

24194 N ELLIOTT RD

ACAMPO, CA 95220

US

040611_Dalton



From: "CARLA DAVIS"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/09/2011 4:24:26 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

It's always the right time to do the right thing!!! I am already beyond furious that I, a retired teacher, am paying more taxes than big oil & gas, not to mention GE!!!

We have to stop destroying our natural environment, & in turn, ourselves, rather than allowing the corporations to destroy our lives & our planet for their greed!!!

PLEASE DON'T LET THIS DESTRUCTION HAPPEN!!!

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

CARLA DAVIS

777 MEADOWSWEET DR

CORTE MADERA, CA 94925-1742

US

040911_Davis



From: "Clark Davis"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 9:10:41 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

I'm going to try and get Governor Brown to fire you people unless you start protecting our rivers and the fish in them. That asshole actor is not governor anymore

in case you idiots haven't heard.

Clark Davis

1297 12th Street

Los Osos, CA 93402

US

040611_Davis



From: "Alana Dill"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:55:11 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

That is, unless, you hate fish. In that case, suck away.

Alana Dill

P.O. Box 1437

Alameda, CA 94501

US

040611_Dill



From: "michele dye"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/16/2011 1:32:22 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world” –John Muir

michele dye

4059 skylark lane

danville, CA 94506-1167

US

041611_Dye



From: "Phyllis Elliott"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:54:34 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Please don't allow suction dredge mining in California's waterways.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Phyllis Elliott

608 San Vicente Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA 90402

US

040611_Elliott



From: "Mark Fischer"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:49:42 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

I live here, literally in the middle of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers. Old timers talk longingly of the days when you could see the bottom here. Water that

clear has not been in these rivers for decades. Today you would be lucky to see your toes while standing in a foot of water. No. I am not kidding.

And Suction Dredge Mining -can not possibly- be helping.

Enough is enough. PLEASE stop this. How much of this river has to die, how dead does it have to be, how many species of fish native to these rivers have to be

extinct, before _we get a clue_?

Sincerely,

Mark Fischer

Post Office Box 1073

Rio Vista, CA 94571

US

040611_Fischer



From: "Natalie Ford"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:40:27 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

PLEASE MARK, PLEASE. HELP SAVE OUR WATER, OUR FISH AND WILDLIFE.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Natalie Ford

PO Box 398

Santa Monica, CA 90406

US

040711_Ford



From: "Suzy Forwood"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 05/04/2011 1:45:10 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

If you have ever spent a day or time camping at one of our magnificent rivers, you surely know how loud and annoying the sound of suction dredges really is. It not

only disrupts life in the water but also pollutes the area with noise.

Suzy Forwood

773 Mikkelsen Drive

Auburn, CA 95603-3997

US

050411_Forwood



From: "Arnold Frogel"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/27/2011 8:39:50 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed. This must become the rule in all enforcement matters. "Good

behavior" and "self-policing" won't do it. The possibility of trust and ethical behavior has all but disappeared in most areas of business.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Arnold Frogel

340 West 28th Street, #21J

New York, NY 10001

US

042711_Frogel



From: "Ellen Gachesa"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 1:52:46 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

No more taking corporate interests over the interests of the citizens! California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians.

Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from

needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Ellen Gachesa

1247 Monticello Road

Napa, CA 94558

US

040711_Gachesa



From: "Richard Gale"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 8:07:27 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Someone is making money off this absurdity, but it isn't the state of California or its taxpayers. Perhaps you would better serve California citizens by concentrating

on cleaning up your own, obviously rotten house, rather than pandering to mining companies, against all the scientific evidence.

Richard Gale

75 Eastmoor Avenue, Apt. #4

Daly City, CA 94015-3727

US

040611_Gale



From: "Hester Goedhart"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 5:10:06 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Let's stop the ECOCIDE within this generation!!!

Hester Goedhart

8 Homestead Court

Dayboro, ot 4521

AU

040711_Goedhart



From: "Hester Goedhart"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/14/2011 6:38:10 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways more than I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a costly and

destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few. Let's END the ECOCIDE!!!

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Hester Goedhart

8 Homestead Court

Dayboro, ot 4521

041411_Goedhart



From: "Carolyn Gorny"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 8:14:19 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Furthermore, clean water is vital for California's survival. It in no secret that California is predominantly a desert, without clean water agriculture and business will

fail and the residence will suffer. If the preservation of our great states natural beauty and native species is not enough to persuade you that suction dredge mining

is a terrible idea, then let the socioeconomic downfalls that may result from such mining convince you to reject this mining method. I understand that there may be

short term benefits to allowing mining companies to defile our states natural ecosystem, but these are just short term benefits which will end up costing the state

millions to billions of dollars later. I implore you to please think proactively and abandon the myopia that accompanies government agencies and politics. After all,

if proactive thinking was adopted 10, 20, or even 50 years ago, we would not have half the troubles we do today.

Carolyn Gorny

East Ave Q-12

LIttlerock, CA 93543
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From: "Horace Gray"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 8:13:50 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

NO DREDGING EVER / BAN SLEWCE MINING!

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Horace Gray

29033 Dixon St. #35

Hayward, CA 94544
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From: "Elizabeth Guise"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:45:02 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Now that our Pacific Ocean's entire ecosystem will be contaminated with radiation - for thousands of years- it's more important than ever to keep our fresh water

food sources clean and toxin free.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Elizabeth Guise

11965 Montana Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90049-5039
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From: "Sara Hayes"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:50:40 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs. Protect California for our children. Thank you.

Sara Hayes

370 Temple Ave. #1

Long Beach, CA 90814

US
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From: "james heartland"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:46:48 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

NO! NO!! NO!!!

No matter WHAT the industry tells you, it's a LIE, and EVERY Californian educated in this matter KNOWS it!

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

james heartland

506 santa monica

santa monica, CA 90401
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From: "janet Herbruck"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:52:08 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Not only NO but HELL NO! I am sick of big destructive business being given priority over wildlife and our environment.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

janet Herbruck

3098 Rue d'Orleans #221

san Diego, CA 92110

US
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From: "James Herron"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:55:44 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

With so many previously unknown issues being realized as causing problems all along the food chain, we need to open our eyes and give fish the breaks they need

to survive.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

James Herron

463 South Joanne Ave

Ventura, CA 93003-4727
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From: "Jerome Holt"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 6:00:18 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Come on guys let's start taking care of the environment not destroying it!

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Jerome Holt

120 alto drive

oak view, CA 93022

US
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From: "Michael Houda"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:59:52 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

It's bad enough that 80% of our streams and rivers in America are polluted with prescription drugs, herbicides, and pesticides. Let's protect our environment! It's

the only one we have for us in this biosphere.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Michael Houda

7060 Valle Pacifico Rd

Prunedale, CA 93907-8572

US
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From: "Paul Howard"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/13/2011 9:10:34 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

*** The message below is prewritten but I fully agree with it's content. I live in Oregon, grew up in Wyoming, lived in Montana and Utah and backpacked, fished

and bowhunted int all those states plus in California. I would like to see Oregon and California both stop suction dredge mining since it only benefits a very

dubious few at the expense of fish habitat, fishing, water quality, and everyone and everything elses enjoyment of the waterways. Thanks - Paul Howard, Corvallis,

Oregon. ***

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways more than I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a costly and

destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few.

Thank you for considering my concerns.-Paul Howard

Paul Howard

2777 SW Wake Robin Place

2777 SW Wake Robin Place

Corvallis, OR 97333-1606

041311_Howard



From: "Lori Hubbart"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 6:51:09 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California's rivers and streams are under siege from vineyard irrigation, dams both large and small, pollution, sediment runoff and other causes.

These riparian corridors provide irreplaceable ecosystem services for all Californians and are essential for the survival of our fish and wildlife. Now we are

expected to accept the devastation of suction dredge mining in our waterways.

Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive process, and should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect our waterways from

needless harm.

You have heard testimony from state wildlife agency experts and scientists explaining how suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. This

mechanized mining process to collect small amounts of gold even reintroduces mercury from historic mining. Suction dredge mining churns up mud and silt that

deteriorate water quality, destroys aquatic life, harms endangered salmon and damages the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue! Why waste valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program? When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice cannot be allowed.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money.

California in the 21st Century does not need this relic of our careless past. I urge you to reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the

dustbin of history where it belongs.

Lori Hubbart

P.O. Box 985

Point Arena, CA 95468

US
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From: "George Hutchinson"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/13/2011 4:35:49 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

As one whose family rafts and camps along the Lower Klamath River every year, I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways much

more than I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to

protect public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few.

Thank you for considering my concerns, and those of the bulk of the residents of Happy Camp, Ca. who see much tourist business in the Summer based on a

healthy, recreation-friendly and dredge-free river.

George Hutchinson

1840 NW Division Street

Corvallis, OR 97330-2106

041311_Hutchinso
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From: "darynne jessler"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:40:54 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

I am told that as a decision maker you won't pay attention to this form letter. Well, I hope that's not true because you absolutely should! I'll tell you why. I work full

time. I have to. I'm single. In addition to that I have a full time personal life, a dog, a cat, a horse, you get the picture. Why should my voice not count simply

because I want to have a voice on every one of the thousands of matters that effect me and haven’t the time to write 10 letters a day? Why would you not take this

form letter to heart? It comes from me from the heart? Yes I rely heavily on these form letters. I have a right to! And you have an obligation to understand my

explanation of why they exist in the first place. So here is a letter that I've read and am in agreement with.

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

darynne jessler

4408 gentry ave

valley village, CA 91607

US
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From: "Jennifer Kardos"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:13:41 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

We spend many thousands of dollars each year on fly fishing, catch and release on California streams. You will lose not only the fish and animals and wonderful

natural habitat but also many millions is lost revenue responsible anglers pour into the California economy.

Jennifer Kardos

33 Lindbergh Street

SAn Mateo, CA 94401

US
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From: "Arthur Kennedy"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:48:15 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected.

It is also a goddamn outrageous affront to protected species.

I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction

dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic

mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the

food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Arthur Kennedy

6768 Sueno Road

Isla Vista, CA 93117-4904

US
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From: "Diane Knight"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/09/2011 12:18:33 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

As a resident of the State of California, it ia truley amazing to me how many corperations as well as indivudels seem to be hell bent on the distruction of rhe

environment. Once an ecosystem is distroyne it takes millions of dollare to try to get it back. And in reality it can never be restored. this distruction must not be

allowed to go forward.

Diane Knight

22810 Marlin Pl

West Hills, CA 91307-2516

US

040911_Knight



From: "fred Lifton"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/13/2011 2:38:37 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways more than I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a costly and

destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm. A public good should not be sacrificed

to the acquisitive desires of a few.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

fred Lifton

4314 NE Grand Ave.

Portland, OR 97211

041311_Lifton



From: "karen linarez"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/10/2011 7:21:07 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

Have we learned nothing from our history? Mining is still a dirty and destructive industry.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

karen linarez

5249 manzanita

carmichael, CA 95608

US

041011_Linarez



From: "Chris Lish"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/29/2011 9:52:51 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

Friday, April 29, 2011

 

Mark Stopher

California Department of Fish and Game

601 Locust St.

Redding, CA 96001

 

Dear Mr. Stopher,

 

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the ??no action? alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

 

??Our duty to the whole, including to the unborn generations, bids us to restrain an unprincipled present-day minority from wasting the heritage of these

unborn generations. The movement for the conservation of wildlife and the larger movement for the conservation of all our natural resources are essentially

democratic in spirit, purpose and method.?

-- Theodore Roosevelt

 

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

 

??These temple destroyers, devotees of ravaging commercialism, seem to have a perfect contempt for nature, and, instead of lifting their eyes to the God of

the Mountains, lift them to the almighty dollar.?

-- John Muir

 

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

 

??Do not suffer your good nature, when application is made, to say ??Yes?? when you should say ??No??. Remember, it is a public not a private cause that

is to be injured or benefited by your choice.?

-- George Washington

 

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, ??wild and scenic rivers,? ??wild trout streams,? and national parks must

also be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources

 

??I think America will have come to maturity when it will be possible to erect somewhere in the United States a great bronze marker which will read:

????Beneath these lands which surround you there lies enormous mineral wealth. However, it is the judgment of the American people, who locked

up this area, that these lands shall not be disturbed, because we wish posterity to know that somewhere in our country, in gratitude to nature, there

was at least one material resource that we could let alone.???

-- Freeman Tilden

 

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

 

042911_Lish



??A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.?

-- Aldo Leopold

 

Thank you for your consideration of my comments. Please do NOT add my name to your mailing list. I will learn about future developments on this issue from

other sources.

 

Sincerely,

Christopher Lish

PO Box 113

Olema, CA 94950

lishchris@yahoo.com



From: "Nancy Loewen"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 4:20:06 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Tourism creates more sustainable jobs than mining. But tourist do not want to swim in dirty water nor is this good for fishing and the numerous businesses that

depend on fishing. California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive

use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money. Do what is right for the environment AND the businesses that depend

on a clean environment. Do not allow this destructive practice.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Nancy Loewen

810 37th Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94121

US

040711_Loewen



From: "Trisha Lotus"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:54:57 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Why must we remind YOU that California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians.

I am so disappointed in so many things California Fish and Game are doing to hurt rather than protect the environment.

Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from

needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-century California doesn't need this relic of

our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it belongs.

Trisha Lotus

2425 C Street

Eureka, CA 95501

US

040611_Lotus



From: "DENISE LOUIE"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 6:22:41 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Because of our gold mining history, we should know better than to permit pollution and destruction of our waterways. When we think of SF Bay and the persistent,

harmful and immoral effects of the Gold Rush, we should should do everything we can to make California waterways better, not worse.

DENISE LOUIE

11 MALTA DRIVE

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94131

US

040711_Louie



From: "Patsy Lowe"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:28:51 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SPECIAL INTERESTS THAT WANT TO ALLOW THIS BUT I HOPE YOU WILL BE STALWART AND PREVENT THIS.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Patsy Lowe

942 Breton Ave

Simi Valley, CA 93065

US

040611_Lowe



From: "Will and Hiroko Mattsson"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 1:16:07 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

We frequent the Trinity Alps area to use our lifetime fishing liscense memberships in DFG. I don't know if you've seen that area, but it is pretty much still as it was

when the dredges and hydraulic miners finished with over a century ago: giant piles of tailings and blasted hillsides along the Trinity River from Coffee Creek to

the end of Hwy 3 North and for miles along Hwy 299 South. Many of the spawning grounds have yet to recover from the ruin. Why compound the destruction by

allowing this latest technology to once again wreck our native habitats?

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Will and Hiroko Mattsson

131 Giorno Ave

Ukiah, CA 95482

US

040711_Mattsson



From: "Michael Mauer"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:52:52 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I have been interested in the history of mining in California for many years, and am well aware of its severe impacts upon the natural evironment. California

waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I

urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Michael Mauer

932 Rome Dr.

Los Angeles, CA 90065

US

040611_Mauer



From: "Gloria McCracken"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 5:40:00 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

We've given TOO much to these mining companies. Somewhere in all of that is our future, and we should want to hang onto that. Our waterways are critical to

fish and wildlife, to our lives as well. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to

protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Gloria McCracken

PO Box 810

Chiloquin, OR 97624

US

040711_McCracken



From: "Alexis Morris"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 9:25:05 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

We MUST do ALL WE CAN to FULLY PROTECT our PRECIOUS and VALUABLE WATERS AND FISH! California waterways are CRITICAL to our fish

and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I STRONGLY urge you to adopt

the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Alexis Morris

1384 11th Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94122

US

040611_Morris



From: "Binh Nguyen"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 9:01:33 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

The environment and wildlife in California defines our state. It is a part of who we are and should not be jeopardized by special interests who only look after

themselves. Let's do what we can to look out for all Californians. Let's protect our wildlife and the habitat they live on.

Binh Nguyen

14533 Dinard Ave

Norwalk, CA 90650-5109

US

040711_Nguyen



From: "Bob Ornelas"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:15:02 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

This archaic style of mining has no place in endangered waterways and is a direct threat to too many species and must be stopped. The equipment stays in place for

weeks and weeks and the encampments are often unsightly, messy. Many of the folks who engage in this type of mining are creepy too.

Bob Ornelas

1645 Virginia Way

Arcata, CA 95521

US
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From: "Sue Pappalardo"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/10/2011 2:26:37 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Why should a few people who want to collect a few scraps of gold ruin rivers for everyone else with their noisy dredges as well as degrade habitat for the fish that

depend on those rivers? Are you not the agency that is supposed to protect fish? The fish already have enough problems as it is! As you know, many runs are

endangered or extinct.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Sue Pappalardo

PO Box 313

Crescent City, CA 95531

US
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From: "Daniel Parrott"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/15/2011 4:36:51 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

The draft EIR to allow suction dredging to continue fails to account for the economic impact that fish bring into the local communities. The draft EIR only

recognizes the economic impact of mining activities. Why is that? Suction dredging destroys fish and fish habitat, but no concern is given to the economic impact

of fish going extinct.

Also, simply reducing the size of equipment that suction dredging necessitates will do nothing to restore fish habitat nor help protect fish habitat. Suction dredging

should stay banned.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Daniel Parrott

Box 40

Arcata, CA 95518

US
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From: "Gary Pastre"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/18/2011 11:04:02 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs. There are still many visible scars -- but the loss of critical natural habitats and potential poisoning hazzards this practice raises totally outweigh even the

natural beauty scarring that this causes. .

Gary Pastre

14230 Douglass Ln

Saratoga, CA 95070

US
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From: "James Pence"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 5:44:00 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Dear Mark,

There is nothing like walking in a beautiful river valley until you discover a small block V-8 motor operating a suction dredge in the middle of the river. Then your

beautiful walk turns into a visit to the 405 fwy. Smelly exhaust fumes linger in the air, a nasty current of river bottom turns the once clear running river into a

muddy unatural state of yuck. Gas cans line the rivers edge. A make shift camp where trash is thrown about recklessly. Trees are cut to provide fire wood. Visitors

are intimidated by some dirt bag miner with a .45 strapped to his side. All of this can be yours with a $125 dollar permit; that nobody checks. That's not my river.

Please do not allow undesirables to take over our river valleys.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

James Pence

1099 East Mono Lake Dr

Lee Vining, CA 93541

US
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From: "Dominicd Perello"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:18:40 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife (which as far as I know includes all the major rivers in the State.) All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and

scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and

cultural resources. Mercury is poisonous and even using river water to reduce the percentage/liter doesn't mean it isn't poison. It is harmful to some fish or aquatic

life that lives in or near that disposed poison.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Dominicd Perello

1591 Slack St

San Luis Obispo,, CA 93405

US
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From: "beth Piburn"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/08/2011 1:28:42 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

We need to keep our water supply clean. These substances are harmful to us let alone wildlife. You are suppose to protect, not harm our waterways & wildlife.

start doing your jobs.

beth Piburn

5091 Kearsarge

Los Alamitos, CA 90720

US
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From: "Chris Poehlmann, Friends of the Gualala River"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 11:12:18 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Friends of the Gualala River is concerned that ESA listed fish will be given another setback with new suction dredge mining. Reject this new threat to our

watercourses in California.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Chris Poehlmann

Friends of the Gualala River

www.gualalariver.org

Chris Poehlmann, Friends of the Gualala River

POB 61, 40555 Sleepy Hollow Road

Annapolis, CA 95412

US
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From: "Sienna M Potts"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 11:36:49 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

It saddens me that we still do not understand how important our rivers & river creatures are. Our environment supports us, we cannot live without its intricate

wilderness. We must find new ways to live our good lives in cooperation with each other & with our environment. We are all connected, humans, forests, rivers &

salmon -- when they die, we die.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Sienna M Potts

15000 Caspar Rd #79

Caspar, CA 95420

US
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From: "Laurie Price"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/08/2011 5:13:29 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I hope this note finds you well. I understand that California waterways are to be opened up for dredge mining. This is horrific to me. And, on top of that, my tax

dollars are going to be used for this endeavor.

If you wish to represent my feelings on this matter, please do not allow this to happen to our waterways. I do not agree that we should have mining companies

destroying our rivers to make money for themselves. It doesn't seem right to endanger all sorts of animals and plant life along the waterways.

Please, for the love of the state, do not allow suction dredge mining anywhere near our waters. Please adopt the no action alternative to protect the waterways.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

I thank you for your time.

Laurie

Laurie Price

P O Box 2744

Redwood City, CA 94064

US
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From: "Andrea Quong"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/08/2011 10:54:54 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Dear Mr. Stopher:

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is step backward, a costly and destructive

use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain. As you know our salmon and steelhead in the state of California are already

declining, endangered, and likely headed to extinction due to numerous unwise land uses in watersheds (logging, habitat destruction, damming) as well as climate

change, if we don't act soon.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Sincerely,

Andrea Quong

Andrea Quong

Liggett Dr.

Oakland, CA 94611

US
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From: "Terry Raymer"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/20/2011 9:12:13 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Dear Mr. Stopher,

As a long time resident of northern California and land owner in southern Oregon, I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways. I believe

suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.

When I enjoy/visit the rivers, I leave them undisturbed. Not so with dredge mining!

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Terry Raymer

1917 Parkside Dr.

1917 Parkside Dr.

Anchorage, AK 99501

042011_Rayner



From: "John Mark Robertson"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/14/2011 5:57:52 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I value water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in public waterways more than I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a costly and

destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program. Since California was teetering

on the brink of bankruptcy last time I checked, doing this kind of thing wouldn't seem to make a lot of sense.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few. I have relatives living in California and want it to stay the way it is.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

John Mark Robertson

155 Hastings Drive

155 Hastings Drive

Belleville, ON K8N 1J7

041411_Robertson



From: "Jane Robinson"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:43:56 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs. PROTECT OUR WILDLIFE AND WILD LANDS!

Jane Robinson

1704 Vallejo Street

Santa Rosa, CA 95404-5339

US
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From: "Terry Ellen Robinson"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 11:33:44 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Suction dredge mining, which may or may not make one individual rich, is destroying our state's natural heritage of water and drinking water, land, wildlife and

fish, and natural beauty.

I am a native Angelo and have lived my entire life in Los Angeles. I ask the CA state government to stop suction dredging now and to forbid any and all suction

dredge mining in the future. THE EXISTENCE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA MUST CONTINUE BEING A NATURAL AND BEAUTIFUL HAVEN!

Terry Ellen Robinson

3662 Midvale Avenue, #5

Los Angeles, CA 90034

US
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From: "Mat Rogers"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 05/10/2011 11:22:21 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

With all of the stresses currently on our fish populations, I ask the CDFG not to continue allowing the disruptive practice of dredge mining.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Mat Rogers

69 Glen Ave

Oakland, CA 94611

US
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From: "Gwen Romani"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:06:36 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Please help Protect California, not destroy it.

Gwen Romani

28667 Meadowgrass Drive

Castaic, CA 91384

US
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From: "Greg and Laurie Schwaller"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/08/2011 12:06:34 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

As you know, California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use

that should be rejected. We urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and state and national parks

must also be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

We are counting on you. We can't live without clean water, NO suction dredge mining. Thank you.

Greg and Laurie Schwaller

43857 South Fork Dr.

Three Rivers, CA 93271

US
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From: "Melissa Schweisguth"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/14/2011 10:31:02 AM

Subject: Please Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I'm an Oregonian who enjoys visiting natural areas through the West, and who understands their value for the health of people and planet.

Thus, I am concerned about suction dredge mining because it is a costly and destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect

public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Melissa Schweisguth

Rock St

Rock St

Ashland, OR 97520
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From: "Nadine Scott"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 9:11:33 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

There are inadequate funds to scrutinize this program to the level that is required to protect our waterways!~California waterways are critical to our fish and

wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action"

alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more importaCalifornia historically spends more money processing new suction dredge

mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient wardens in the field

to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Nadine Scott

550 Hoover St.

Oceanside, CA 92054

US
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From: "Tena Scruggs"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 8:44:18 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I am a recreational gold miner but I don't want my waterways and marine life jeopardized for my hobby.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Tena Scruggs

PO Box 3131

Escondido, CA 92033

US
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From: "Susan Seager"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:36:42 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

It's entirely distressing to have to appeal to your department to DO ITS JOB. Most of us believe you are on the side of our state, its resources, and the long-term

health of our environment. Then we learn what you're willing to allow and find it entirely undercuts what should be your mission!

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Susan Seager

2 Oceanaire Drive

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275

US
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From: "Heather Shannon"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/11/2011 5:58:30 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Please protect our waterways for the health of California citizens and its wildlife. As a resident of Nevada County I want to be able to swim in these rivers for years

to come. Please don't succumb to the will of the extraction industries.

Heather Shannon

14385 Clear Creek Pl

Grass Valley, CA 95949

US
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From: "Caroline Skinner"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/13/2011 9:56:58 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

I strongly oppose suction dredge mining in OR. I support KS Wild and agree with them: we need to stop SDM now. I value water quality, and fish and wildlife

habitat in public waterways far more than I value recreational mining. I believe suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use of our rivers. I urge you to

adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Mercury is a known neuro-

toxin. Keep it out of our water!! Suction dredge mining also destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program. NOT OK for Oregon.

At minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all OR rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys OR waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. Put the common interests of all above the gold

fever of a few individuals who will not clean up their messes.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Caroline Skinner

2420 NW Quimby St

Apt 14

Portland, OR 97210-2663

041311_Skinner



From: "Joey Smith"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 05/10/2011 11:51:43 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I am a native Californian and love learning more about this amazing state. I have been looking into this Suction Dredge Mining and it seems like a classic instance

where we look back years later and say 'of course!'

Except in this case even the financial incentive isn't there (such as with gold mining and old growth deforestation) because it's costly and destructive use that

should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Joey Smith

4375 Wallace Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404-1424

US
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From: "c soraghan"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:38:41 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

PLEASE STOP THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR WATERWAYS AND THE WASTING OF OUR TAX DOLLARS ON OUTRAGEOUS SUCTION DREDGE

MINING. PLEASE END SUCTION DREDGE MINING NOW. THANK YOU.

c soraghan

4366 saratoga ave

san diego, CA 92107

US
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From: "Flavia Sordelet"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:05:12 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the water lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that

should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect California's waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. In fact, the CA DFG DEIS on

Suction Dredging identified 9 significant impacts to watersheds, water quality, and fish and wildlife that the ill practice produces. In addition, the mechanized

mining process to collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Flavia Sordelet

1145 Holly Rd

Tahoe City, CA 96145

US
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From: "Rick Sparks"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/13/2011 11:59:38 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California Waterways

Recreational mining provides diversion to a few at great expense to the many, as well as to the environment. Recreational mining is a costly and destructive use of

our rivers. I urge you to adopt the No Action alternative to protect public waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis eliminating suction dredge mining is even more needed. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a controvsial and harmful program.

At a minimum, the regulations should be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas

for threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. I support closing all mercury-impaired rivers and streams, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wild Trout Streams, and

National Parks to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife.

Suction dredge mining destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife, and wastes taxpayer money. I urge you put the common interests of all above

the gold fever of a few.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Rick Sparks

17360 Upper Cow Creek Rd.

17360 Upper Cow Creek Rd.

Azalea, OR 97410

041311_Sparks



From: "Glenn Stewart"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 12:13:00 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

As a Professor Emeritus of Zoology and Environmental Science, and a native resident of California, I know that California waterways are critical to our fish and

wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. I have seen suction dredge mining in action and can verify that it is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect our waterways from needless harm.

The mechanized mining process to collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water

quality. Suction dredge mining also destroys aquatic life, harming endangered fish and frogs and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice clearly must not be allowed.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Please reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history

where it belongs.

Thank you for your attention to my comments!

Glenn Stewart

4524 Briney Point Road

La Verne, CA 91750

US
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From: "mark Sutherland"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/11/2011 2:19:54 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

As a former gold dredge operator I ask you to thinjk long and hard before you allow it again. California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the

lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect

these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

mark Sutherland

116 Willow Glen Way

San Jose, CA 95125-3349
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From: "Terelle Terry"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 8:34:29 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I attended a meeting in Sacramento recently and submitted some testimoney in writing. The meeting stated at 5:00 PM The number for order of comment that I was

given was too high to ever be heard. The meeting could have started earlier, with some evening time for people who have day jobs.

I alao was unaware that my tax dollars were subsidizing dredging now. This is why I am submitting additional comments.

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Terelle Terry

1701 O Street #101

Sacramento, CA 95811
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From: "Christina Tuccillo"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 9:09:12 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

It's time to put this process to rest!

Christina Tuccillo

1607 Francisco Street

Berkeley, CA 94703
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From: "David Walker"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 9:56:26 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Please, PLEASE, stop all suction dredge mining immediately! California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians.

Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from

needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

David Walker

907 Vista Del Rio

Santa Maria, CA 93458
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From: "Mark Watt"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/15/2011 1:02:25 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

Excuse me, but are you the California Department of Mining Subsidies under another name? California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the

lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect

these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Mark Watt

420 N. Oakland Ave., #18

Pasadena, CA 91101

US
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From: "heidi Weber"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/09/2011 1:33:50 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

As a former law student who studied international marine environmental law, I learned the devastation that dredging causes our environment, our marine ecology,

and the future economic prospects of the local area fisherman and tourism. I grew up loving the oceans and mountains, a southern Californian lucky enough to

attend UCLA and go to the beach for breaks. I learned that California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction

dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources. Thank you.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

heidi Weber

20316 Kinzie St

Chatsworth, CA 91311-5347
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From: "Laurie Weichman"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 9:31:05 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

We must protect our precious waterways. NO MINING, NO POLLUTION, NO DESTRUCTION!

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Laurie Weichman

11980 San Vicente Bl.

LA, CA 90049
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From: "Helene Whitson"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 7:53:20 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

***********************************************************************************************

California is more progressive than a lot of the rest of the country. That's why we have such tough environmental laws. We know better than to do dredge mining.

Dredge mining is SO 19th century. Been there, done that, wrecked lots. Don't need to do it again.

Tell the greedy, seedy corporations NO! If our Fish and Game Department has been playing footsie with avaricious corporations, then we need more oversight of

the Department--like a citizen keeper to stop sweet deals. The answer is NO! NO! NO! Stop the greedy corporations (who probably aren't even headquartered in

California) from ruining our beautiful land, air, water, flora, and fauna to satisfy their obscene monetary lust. This land is MY land, and I say NO!

Helene Whitson

1824 Arch Street

Berkeley, CA 94709

US
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From: "Marcee Williams"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:02:46 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

In these bad econimic times, please save the state some money and cease on these permits.

Allow our waterways to run clean, clear water and keep our fish free of mercury. I want none of

this happening in my National Parks. If you can give me good reasons why this is a good

thing, please let me know.

Thank you.

Marcee Williams

2244 N. Magnolia Road

Palm Springs, CA 92262
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From: "Susan Wishner"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/06/2011 10:49:46 PM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

California waterways are critical to our fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be

rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

At a minimum, the regulations must be revised to prohibit suction dredge mining in all rivers and streams that provide critical habitat and future recovery areas for

threatened and endangered fish and wildlife. All mercury-impaired rivers and streams, "wild and scenic rivers," "wild trout streams," and national parks must also

be closed to suction dredge mining to protect water quality, human health, fish and wildlife, and cultural resources.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

MINING HAS DESTROYED SO MUCH IN OTHER STATES OF RIVERS AND SURROUNDING AREAS FOR BOTH PEOPLE AND WILDLIFE. LET'S

NOT DO THE SAME IN CALIFORNIA - LET'S SET AN EXAMPLE OF SUPPORTING A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT FOR THIS GREAT STATE.

Susan Wishner

1438 Vicki Lane

Nipomo, CA 93444

US
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From: "Charlene Woodcock"

To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov

CC:

Date: 04/07/2011 10:29:20 AM

Subject: Reject Suction Dredge Mining in California

To: Mark Stopher, California Department of Fish and Game

I am incredulous that Fish & Game would even consider allowing terribly destructive dredge mining in California rivers. California waterways are critical to our

fish and wildlife, and the lifeblood for all Californians. Suction dredge mining is a costly and destructive use that should be rejected. I urge you to adopt the "no

action" alternative to protect these waterways from needless harm.

State wildlife agency experts and scientists have testified that suction dredge mining harms our waterways and endangered fish. The mechanized mining process to

collect small amounts of gold reintroduces mercury from historic mining and churns up mud and silt that deteriorate water quality. Suction dredge mining also

destroys aquatic life, harming endangered salmon and impacting the food chain.

In a time of economic crisis, eliminating suction dredge mining is even more important. The state of California historically spends more money processing new

suction dredge mining permits than it receives in revenue, wasting valuable taxpayer money on a destructive program. When budget cuts result in insufficient

wardens in the field to enforce the suction dredge regulations, the practice must not be allowed.

Suction dredge mining is a net loser for the state of California: It destroys our waterways, harms endangered fish and wildlife and wastes taxpayer money. A 21st-

century California doesn't need this relic of our careless past. Reject suction dredge mining in California waterways and leave it in the dustbin of history where it

belongs.

Charlene Woodcock

2355 Virginia Street

Berkeley, CA 94709-1315
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