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Mark Stopher:

 

We were not aware of your meeting, however, about 3 years ago, we had a problem with people dredging
on the Auburn Ravine in Placer County.  We contacted the Department of Fish and Game and were told
permits were issued. 

 

The problem the dredging created was stirring up silt and sand that clogged our foot valves.  We pay Nevada
Irrigation District for use of the water for irrigation.  The noise from their equipment made it impossible for
people on the creek to hear each other talking.  The bottom line was we had to contact the sheriff's
department to make them stop.

 

We are now in contact with a committee that is trying to restore the fish habitat in the Auburn Ravine, so we
feel we have resolved the problem should it come up in the future.

 

Thanks for your interest,

 

Judy Dawson
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I realize my input is one of probably thousands and I almost did not do this email but realizing that our
freedoms are quickly eroding so I felt compelled to give my 2-cents.

I grew up in Nevada City in the 60-70's I would have never thought I would see the day that a man
would be put out of work by a group of Indians and a liberal Alameda County judge. 

Seems that the way to for a group to get what they want is to file a lawsuit and tie things up for 4 years?

I'll bet I could find a way to do this on just about any outdoor activity if I put my mind to it.

The fact is that this litigation has really hurt a lot of men at a time when the economy is already in the
toilet. Are miners going to be compensated? Hell no. Why? Well take away all the political correctness
and the social veneer and what you would find is a bunch of people that simply hate miners and don't
want them on what they see as THEIR rivers. They could care less if miners are dead or alive. They
truly hate us!
Here's the real truth:  Anyone that has been around dredging knows that there is very little impact on
the environment. This is a bunch of extortion by the left wing. It is a microcosm of the reason the USA
is in such a mess.  A larger scale would be drilling for oil. Remember the Left saying that the Alaska
Pipeline would kill all the Caribou? Hah! They ended up multiplying because the warmth of the pipes
made it a lot less harsh of an environment for the newly born to survive.  

Here's the deal!  The California politicians are all to quick to jump on the side of Fish, Indians, and
Environmentalists and to Hell with a man putting food on the table for his family.  I doubt the ones
that voted for this law even know what suction dredging is! They probably have it positioned in their
mind being some kind of 1880 hydraulic mining operation. 

We need to change the laws so it is not so easy to put people out of work without some sort of penalty. 
I can guarantee one thing. The miners are not going to be getting any casino to make up for their
hardships. And you know what! They sure the Hell should. You have no idea how bad things are in this
economy. No idea! 

Stop the suffering and let people work. And not with a bunch of stupid restrictions. I myself bought a
claim in 2009. I spend thousands on dredge equipment just in time for this crap to happen. My
investment amounts to nothing. And does anyone reallu give a crap? Hah! I can tell you another thing! I
would be living a Hell of a lot better had I been able to put that equipment to work!

Remember one more thing. Nevada, Eldorado, and Placer County get good economic help when
miners are getting gold and spending money. This reaches out far more that just a miners pocket book.
It helps entire communities live better. 

I saw a bumper sticker a few years back that said: "Liberals Want Misery Shared Equally" I now fully
understand what that means!

Stop this madness and let the people work!
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Sincerely,

Craig Miller



Mark Stopher 

California Department of Fish and Game 

Suction Dredge Program Draft SEIR Comments 

601 Locust Street 

Redding, CA  96001 

 

 

 

As a private land owner on the South Fork of Indian Creek outside of Happy Camp, 

Ca. who has been dredging on the same claims since 1981 I am in extreme protest 

of the proposed draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and the 

proposed regulations for suction dredging that it offers.  I and my family have 

been dredging the same areas for the past 30 years.  I am sure you cannot 

imagine our disappointment when the new regulations went into effect and we 

were no longer able to dredge.   The proposed regulations do not allow any 

suction dredging on my private property or the mining claim #2973221 in Siskiyou 

County that has been my home for 30 years.  In reading through the proposed 

changes for those who are allowed, you have made it impossible to do any mining 

with all the proposed restrictions and regulations.  Because suction dredging is 

the only practical method of mining the valuable underwater gold deposits on this 

claim and my private property your proposal leaves me forbidden to mine my 

claim. 

This is a violation of federal law forbidding material interference with my federally 

protected mineral rights, and also constitutes an unconstitutional taking of my 

private property without just compensation.   

I urge you to reconsider your proposed regulations.  The Dept. has made it 

impossible to do any suction dredging under the new regulations proposed for 

the areas it has opened.  No one can successfully dredge for gold in any creek 

under the new proposed regulations, it is not possible and the Dept. knows that.   

This area had strong fish runs for decades and there is no credible case 

whatsoever for harm to fish from small-scale suction dredging operations.  A 
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single fisherman with a good day on the river causes more damage to fish than all 

the suction dredge miners put together, and you allow the fishing, to say nothing  

of the netting that is unregulated and will one day become the end of the salmon.  

Focusing environmental regulation on an activity like suction dredging, which 

actually improves fish habitat, discredits your regulatory role. 

We have a third generation dredging family and have spent many mining seasons 

working together.   Dredging is not an easy task  we have learned so many things 

about ourselves and each other.  It has been a recreation for us it has brought us 

all so much closer as a family.   The thrill of finding even the smallest amount of 

gold after a hard day’s work was always something we could rejoice in together.   

You will be taking a very special part of our lives away from us if you continue on 

with the closure of all our waterways to mining.  Your proposed restrictions in 

your supplemental statement would make it impossible to dredge on our 

claim/private property even if you opened it to us.  I believe you are well aware 

that your changes are so restrictive it would be impossible to work under those 

conditions. 

If you do not reconsider, and allow me to mine my claim, you may rest assured 

that I and other miners will hold you accountable in the courts for your 

outrageously unlawful and arbitrary decisions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Terri Nixon 
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Josh,
Thanks for taking this to the finish line.  I would be interested in hearing about the hearing, and helping
to prepare a post that relates it all to the Yuba.

Incidentally, we have RM data showing spikes in turbidity in the Middle Yuba in summer from dredges.

Gary

-----Original Message-----
From: Joshua Stark
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 7:54 PM
To: dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov
Cc: Gary Reedy; Jason Rainey
Subject: Suction Dredge EIR comments

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept these comments on behalf of the South Yuba River Citizens League.

Joshua Stark
Salmon Campaign Manager
South Yuba River Citizens League
(530)-470-3680
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