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Wiyot Tribe o

: April 10, 2012

Sonke Mastrup, Executive Director
California Fish and Game Commission
PO Box 944209

Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

Re:  Wiyot Tribal Council support for State Fish & Game Commission to recognize aboriginal
rights of Blue Lake Rancheria Tribal Citizens to take living marine resources in proposed
Samoa State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA), per proposed regulations for the
Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA), North Coast Study Region Draft Environmental
Impact Report (DEIR)

The Wiyot Tribal Council hereby expresses its support for the Blue Lake Rancheria to be
recognized and identified by the California Fish & Game Commission as a federally recognized
tribe, along with the Wiyot Tribe, whose citizens may take living marine resources pursuant to
the regulations proposed for the proposed Samoa SMCA as described in the subject MLPA
DEIR at Table 2-1, page 2-20. X-1

Both Wiyot and Blue Lake Rancheria Tribal Citizens have a strong connection and history of
practicing traditional Indian fishing and harvesting of certain marine resources located within the
proposed Samoa SMCA. The citizens of both Tribes should be expressly included in the
regulations recognizing their sovereign rights with the proposed Samoa SMCA.

s

Sincerely,

T

Brian Mead
Vice-Chair, Wiyot Tribe

1000 Wiyot Drive + Loleta, California 95551 - (707) 733-5055 - (800) 388-7633 - FAX (707) 733-5601
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3. Responses to Comments

Comment Letter X — Eidsness, Janet

Response to Comment X-1

These comments raise complex issues of law and policy and do not address the sufficiency
of the EIR. As a matter of law, the MLPA cannot interfere with any tribal right that has been
conferred by the federal government. No further response on this topic is warranted.

In addition, this comment contains statements related to proposed MPA regulations and/or
regulatory sub-options under consideration by the Commission as part of its current
rulemaking process conducted pursuant to the APA. See Response to Comment A1-6.
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3. Responses to Comments
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3. Responses to Comments

Comment Letter Y — Bass, Virginia

Response to Comment Y-1

Comment noted. The DEIR including a description of the proposed regulations was
circulated to solicit public comments regarding the sufficiency of the related environmental
analysis. Comments expressing a policy preference are noted and will be considered by the
Commission as they contemplate final action.

No changes to the DEIR are necessary.
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3. Responses to Comments
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We also note that with respect to recent DFG “revisioning,” this proposal creates great
potential for DFG to establish collaborative relationships with other agencies including
harbor districts and North Coast tribes. For all these reasons, we strongly encourage you
to continue supporting the recommendations of the NCRSG as put forth by the BRTF
and adopt the Proposed Regulation as designed by the stakeholder group. Thank you
again for your ongoing support.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Savage, Ocean Conservancy, RSG

Greg Dale, Coast Seafoods, RSG

Bill Lemos, Natural Resources Defense Council, RSG

Brandi Easter, Recreational Divers, RSG

Zack Larson, Del Norte County MLPA Coordinator, RSG :

Adam Wagschal, former Conservation Director, Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and
Conservation District, RSG

Dave Wright, recreational fisherman, RSG

Tim Klassen, Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers, RSG

Rich Young, Crescent City Harbor District, RSG

Charlie Notthoff, RSG

Aaron Newman, RSG

Larry Knowles, RSG

Kevin McGrath, RSG

Ben Doane, RSG

Ben Henthorne III, RSG

Dave Jensen, RSG

Tom Trumper, RSG

Beth Werner, Humboldt Baykeeper

Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association

John and Michelle Collins, Patricks Point Charters

Mendocino Abalone Watch

David Tyson, City Manager, City of Eureka

Central California Council of Dive Clubs (CenCal)

Underwater Society of America (USOA)

North Coast Fishing Association Sonoma County Abalone Network (SCAN)

Humboldt Skindivers Dive Club Saltwater Revival Dive Club

Waterman's Alliance Sonoma

Aqua Tutus Dive Club

Recreational Fishing Alliance

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District

Mendocino Coast Audubon Society

California Sea Urchin Commission

Pacific Rim Seafood
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3. Responses to Comments

Comment Letter Z — Easter, Brandi

Response to Comments Z-1 through Z-3

Comments noted. The DEIR including a description of the proposed regulations was
circulated to solicit public comments regarding the sufficiency of the related environmental
analysis. Comments expressing a policy preference are noted and will be considered by the
Commission as they contemplate final action. No changes to the DEIR are necessary.
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