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Comment Letter BH — Gillespie, Don

Response to Comment BH-1

Comment noted. The DEIR including a description of the proposed regulations was
circulated to solicit public comments regarding the sufficiency of the related environmental
analysis. Comments expressing a policy preference are noted and will be considered by the
Commission as they contemplate final action.

No changes to the DEIR are necessary.
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Comment Letter Bl — Oberweiser, Ed

Response to Comment BI-1

See Master Response 1: Scope of the MLPA and Regulatory Authority.

Response to Comment BI-2

See Master Response 1: Scope of the MLPA and Regulatory Authority.
See Master Response 2: Analysis of Other Activities within the North Coast Study Region.

Response to Comment BI-3

See Master Response 2: Analysis of Other Activities within the North Coast Study Region.

The DEIR considered potential cumulatively considerable impacts of the Proposed Project
and reasonably foreseeable future projects, such as hydrokinetic energy projects, in the
Study Region. As stated in Chapter 7 Other Statutory Considerations, page 7-9, second
paragraph in the subsection “Hydrokinetic Power Projects,” the preliminary permit for the
proposed hydrokinetic project near the proposed Point Cabrillo SMR is disclosed. However,
that project has yet to be implemented and there is no evidence to suggest that the project
will proceed to fruition. Additionally, any hydrokinetic power project must undergo CEQA
and NEPA compliance prior to commencing with implementation. The potential effects of
those projects will be disclosed under processes separate from this MLPA environmental
review process. Cumulatively considerable effects of those projects in consideration of
adopted MLPA regulations must be disclosed as part of CEQA and NEPA compliance.
Further, only reasonably foreseeable future projects are required to be evaluated in the
cumulative impact analysis.

Response to Comment BI-4

See Master Response 1: Scope of the MLPA and Regulatory Authority.
Also see Response to Comment BI-3.

Response to Comment BI-5

This comment does not address the sufficiency of the EIR. Please refer to Master Response 1:
Scope of the MLPA and Regulatory Authority.

Response to Comment BI-6

These comments raise complex issues of law and policy and do not address the sufficiency
of the EIR. As a matter of law, the MLPA cannot interfere with any tribal right that has been
conferred by the federal government.

Response to Comment BI-7

Several comments requested an extension of the DEIR public comment period, and also
complained of deficiencies in the NOP and NOA. Although these comments do not raise
significant environmental issues in the document, the Commission notes that the purpose of
the NOP is only to facilitate interagency coordination (14 CCR 15375). CEQA requires only
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substantial compliance with notice requirements, and this was achieved (e.g., see PRC,
Section 21092[b][2]).

Also refer to Master Response 3: Inadequacy or Application of Data Gathered During the
MLPA Initiative Planning Process, and Adequacy of the Science Standard.

Response to Comment BI-8

See Response to Comment A8-8.
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