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State of California - Natural Resources Agency EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director
350 Harbor Blvd.

Belmont, CA 94002

http://www.dfg.ca.gov

March 1, 2012

Re: Notice of availability of a draft environmental impact report regarding proposed
marine protected areas in the northern California coast pursuant to the Marine Life
Protection Act

To Interested Parties:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the California Fish and Game Commission (Commission), as
lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), is making available a draft
environmental impact report (Draft EIR) for public review. The Draft EIR was prepared by the
California Department of Fish and Game (Department) on behalf of the Commission for the
northern California coast component of a statewide network of marine protected areas (MPAS)
as required by the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) (MLPA, Stats. 1999 Ch. 1015). The Draft
EIR addresses the potential environmental effects that could result from the Commission’s
adoption of regulations for implementation of the Proposed Project. The Commission hereby
invites comments on the adequacy and completeness of the environmental analyses in the Draft
EIR.

PROJECT LOCATION: The Proposed Project is located in state waters (0-3 nautical miles
from mainland shore and offshore rocks) along the northern California coast, from Alder Creek,
near Point Arena, in Mendocino County to the California/Oregon border in Del Norte County.
The straight-line distance between these two points is approximately 225 miles, but the actual
length of the shoreline is much longer (about 517 miles).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: The Proposed Project, as
analyzed in this Draft EIR, consists of evaluation of proposed MPAs within the MLPA North
Coast Study Region. This study region was the fourth regional MPA design process to be
developed under the MLPA Initiative. Currently, there are five existing MPAs located within the
study region. The Proposed Project includes maodifications to the Commission’s regulations
governing MPAs in the study region by changing, adding to, or reducing existing MPAs and/or
proposing new areas for designation, and incorporation of tribal take. The objectives are to help
protect, maintain, restore, enhance, and manage living marine resources by developing this
portion of the MLPA-required network of MPAs. Take of finfish, marine plants and/or
invertebrates would be prohibited or restricted in several areas by regulations established by the
Commission and implemented by the Department.

The Draft EIR evaluates the potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Project and two
project alternatives: the No Project Alternative (continuation of the existing MPAs and
regulations); and the Blue Ribbon Task Force Enhanced Compliance Alternative (which
incorporates tribal take into several MPAs and increases in the level of protection in several
offshore areas).

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines 8415087, given the size of the Proposed Project area, it is
possible that hazardous waste sites or listed toxic sites listed by the Department of Toxic
Substances Control (Cal-EPA) may be present in the area. However, the analysis of Proposed
Project indicated that the specific locations for proposed MPAs do not overlap with listed sites
and did not identify any potentially significant impacts that would require mitigation to reduce
effects to a less-than-significant level, or that would be significant and unavoidable. Rather, no
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adverse impacts and/or less than significant impacts were identified for all resource topics,
including under the Proposed Project alternatives.

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The Draft EIR and supporting documents are available for
download from the Commission’s website at http://www.fgc.ca.gov, or the Department’s website
at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mipa.

Printed copies of the Draft EIR and supporting documents are available to review during regular
business hours at the Department’s Marine Region offices in Fort Bragg and Eureka (listed
below). Copies are also available to review at county libraries in Smith River, Crescent City,
Trinidad, Eureka, Hoopa, Ferndale, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Ukiah, Willits, Covelo, Fort Bragg, Point
Arena, and Sacramento (listed below). Printed copies are available upon request at cost plus
postage by phoning (510) 986-1850 or emailing MLPAcomments@HorizonWater.com.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: The Draft EIR is available for a 45-day public review and comment
period, which begins on March 1, 2012 and ends at 5 p.m. on April 16, 2012. Please send
comments on the Draft EIR at the earliest possible date, but postmarked no later than 5
p.m.on April 16, 2012 in order for your comments to be considered.

Comments may be mailed to the following address: MLPA North Coast CEQA Comments,
California Department of Fish and Game c/o Horizon Water and Environment, P.O. Box 2727,
Oakland, CA 94602.

Written comments may also be submitted by email to: MLPAcomments@HorizonWater.com.
Emailed comments should include your name, address, and daytime telephone number so a
representative of the Department can contact you if clarifications regarding your comments are
required.

All comments received, including names and addresses, will become part of the official public
record. A Final EIR will be prepared which will include responses to comments received during
the public review period.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Allinterested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings to
present written and/or verbal comments on the Draft EIR. Three public hearings will be held at
the following locations and times:

= Fort Bragg: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Fort Bragg Town
Hall (363 N. Main Street, Fort Bragg, CA 95437);

= Crescent City: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Del Norte
County Board Chamber Building (981 H Street, Crescent City, CA 95531); and

= Eureka: Wednesday, April 11, 2012 at the Red Lion Hotel (1929 Fourth Street, Eureka,
CA 95501). Note that this is a Commission meeting, at which public comments on the
proposed MLPA regulations and the Draft EIR will be received.

Sincerely,

//zc/% LS

Becky Ota
Habitat Conservation Program, Marine Region
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Locations where Draft EIR copies can be reviewed:
e California Department of Fish and Game, 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501
e California Department of Fish and Game, 32330 N. Harbor Drive, Fort Bragg, CA 95437
e Del Norte County Library, Crescent City Branch, 190 Price Mall, Crescent City, CA 95531
e Del Norte County Library, Smith River Branch, 241 First Street, Smith River, CA 95567
¢ Humboldt County Eureka Branch Library, 1313 Third Street, Eureka, CA 95501
¢ Humboldt County Trinidad Branch Library, 463 Trinity Street, Trinidad, CA 95570
¢ Humboldt County Hoopa Branch Library, 10 S. Loop Road, Hoopa, CA 95546
e Humboldt County Ferndale Branch Library, 807 Main Street, Ferndale, CA 95536
e Humboldt County Fortuna Branch Library, 753 14" Street, Fortuna, CA 95540
¢ Humboldt County Rio Dell Library, 715 Wildwood Avenue, Rio Dell, CA 95562
¢ Mendocino County Ukiah Branch Library, 105 N. Main Street, Ukiah, CA 95482
e Mendocino County Willits Branch Library, 390 E. Commercial Street, Willits, CA 95490
e Mendocino County Round Valley Library, 23925 Howard Street, Covelo, CA 95428
e Mendocino County Fort Bragg Library, 499 East Laurel Street, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

¢ Mendocino County Coast Community Branch Library, 225 Main Street, Point Arena, CA
95468

e Sacramento County Public Library, 828 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
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San Francisco District
US Army Corps of Engineers
1455 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94103-1398

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Service

PO Box 576
1020 Ranch Rd.
Loleta, CA 95551-9633

Humboldt County Recorder
825 5th Street Fifth Floor
Eureka, CA 95501

City of Crescent City
377 ) St.
Crescent City, CA 95531

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Pacific Regional Office
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825

Senator Noreen Evans
State Capitol
1303 10" Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Humboldt Bay Harbor
Recreation, and Conservation District
P.0. Box 1030
Eureka, CA 95502

Sea Grant Extension Program
Susan Schlosser
2 Commercial St., # 4
Eureka, CA 95501

National Park Service
ATTN: Keith Bensen
PO Box 7
Orick, CA 95555

Bob Farrell
Department of Fish and Game
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1341

Sacramento, CA 95814

Noyo River Indian Community
ATTN: Valerie Stanley
510 Acorn Place
Willits, CA 95490

Del Norte County Recorder's Office
981 H Street, Suite 160
Cresent City, CA 95531

Mendocino County Assessor-County
Clerk-Recorder
501 Low Gap Rd., Room 1020
Ukiah, CA 95482

City of Eureka
ATTN: Mike Jones
240 Trinity St.
Eureka, CA 95501

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service
Northwest Regional Office
7600 Sand Point Way NE

Seattle, WA 98115

Crescent City Harbor District
Harbormaster
101 Citizen’s Dock Rd.
Crescent City, CA 95531

Lost Coast Landing
PO Box 111
Whitethorn, CA 95589

Tolowa Nation
P.O. Box 213
Fort Dick, CA 95538

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Region 8 - Pacific Southwest Regional Office
2800 Cottage Way Room W-2606
Sacramento, CA 95825

Elizabeth Pope
Department of Fish and Game
691 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service

Southwest Regional Office
501 West Ocean Blvd.
Long Beach, CA 90802-4213

Anna Kimber, Esq.
Law Office of Anna Kimber
8303 Mount Vernon Street

Lemon Grove, CA 91945

Pacific Fishery Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place
Suite 200
Portland, OR 97220

City of Fort Bragg
120 Jewett St.
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Assemblymember Wesley Chesbro
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0001

Woodley Island Marina
ATTN: Harbormaster
PO Box 1030
Eureka, CA 95502

Noyo Harbor District
ATTN: Manager
19101 S. Harbor Dr.
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Sea Grant Extension Program
James Waldvogel
586 G St.
Crescent City, CA 95531-3735

Matt Erikson
Department of Fish and Game
5355 Skylane Blvd
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
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Agency/Organization Mailing Address City State Zip ph
State Clearinghouse 1400 Tenth Street Sacramento CA 95812/916-445-0613
California Department of Fish and Game 619 Second Street Eureka CA 95501/707-445-6493
California Department of Fish and Game 32330 N. Harbor Drive Fort Bragg CA 95437/707-964-9078
Del Norte County Library District 190 Price Mall Crescent City CA 95531/707-464-9793
Del Norte County Library Smith River Branch 241 First Street Smith River CA 95567|707-487-8048
Humboldt County Library - Fortuna Branch 753 14th Street Fortuna CA 95540/707-725-3460
Humboldt County Library -Hoopa Branch P.O. Box 1047 Hoopa CA 95546|530-625-5082
Humboldt County Library-Ferndale Branch P.O. Box 397 Ferndale CA 95536/707-786-9559
Humboldt County Library-Rio Dell Branch 715 Wildwood Avenue Rio Dell CA  |95562-1321 |707-764-3333
Humboldt County Library-Trinidad Branch P.O. Box 856 Trinidad CA 95570/707-677-0227
Humboldt County Main Library 1313 3rd Street Eureka CA 95501/707-269-1900
Mendocino County Library - Fort Bragg Branch 499 E. Laurel St. Fort Bragg CA 95437/707-964-2020
Mendocino County Library - Main Branch 105 N. Main St. Ukiah CA 95482|707-463-4491
Mendocino County Library - Round Valley Public Library P.O. Box 620 Colvelo CA 95428/707-983-6736
Mendocino County Library -Coast Community Branch 225 Main Street, P.O. Box 808 Point Arena CA 95468707-882-3114
Mendocino County Library -Willits Branch 390 E. Commercial St. Willits CA 95490/707-459-5908
Sacramento Public Library, Attn CA State Documents 828 1St. Sacramento ca 95814 /916-264-2700
Sacramento Public Library, Attn: Government Documents 914 Capitol Mall Sacramento CA 95814/916-654-0158
Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria 27 Bear River Dr. Loleta CA 95551/707-733-1900
Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley Rancheria 2726 Mission Rancheria Road Lakeport CA 95453|707-263-3924
Cahto Indian Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria P.O. Box 1239 Laytonville CA 95454/707-984-6197
Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria, ATTN:
Jacque Hostler, CEO P.O. Box 630 Trinidad CA 95570|707-677-0211
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians 7751 North State Street Redwood Valley CA 95470/707-485-8723
Elem Indian Colony of Pomo Indians P. 0. Box 757 Clearlake Oaks CA 95423
Elk Valley Rancheria, California, ATTN: Dale Miller-Chairman or ATTN:
General Counsel 2332 Howland Hill Rd Crescent City CA 95531/707-464-4680
Guidiville Rancheria P.O. Box 339 Talmage CA 95481 707-462-3682
Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake P.0. Box 516 Upper Lake CA 95485|707-275-0737
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians of the Hopland Rancheria 3000 Shanel Road Hopland CA 95449|707-472-2100
InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council, ATTN: Hawk Rosales P.0.Box 1523 Ukiah CA 95482 707-468-9500
Lower Lake Rancheria PO Box 3162 Santa Rosa CA 95402|707-575-5586
Manchester Band of Pomo Indians of the Manchester-Point Arena
Rancheria P.O. Box 623 Point Arena CA 95468707-882-2788
Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians P.O. Box 1035 Middletown CA 95461/707-987-3670
Pinoleville Pomo Nation 500 B Pinoleville Drive, Ste A Ukiah CA 95482707-463-1454
Potter Valley Tribe, Environmental Office 2251 S State Street Redwood Valley CA  |95482-4809 |707-462-1213
Redwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo Indians 3250 Road | Redwood Valley CA  |95470-9526 |707-485-0361
Resighini Rancheria P.O. Box 529 Klamath CA 95548707-482-2431
Robinson Rancheria of Pomo Indians P.0O. Box 4015 Nice CA 95464|707-275-0527
Round Valley Indian Tribes of the Round Valley Reservation 77826 Covelo Rd Covelo CA 95428/707-983-6126
Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians 301 Industrial Avenue Lakeport CA 95453|707-263-4220
Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo Indians 190 Sherwood Hill Drive Willits CA 95490/707-459-9690
Smith River Rancheria, ATTN: Russ Crabtree 140 Rowdy Creek Road Smith River CA  |95567-9446 |707-487-9255
Wiyot Tribe 1000 Wiyot Dr Loleta CA 95551/707-733-7633
Yurok Tribe of the Yurok Reservation, ATTN: Alicia McQuillen P.O. Box 1027 Klamath CA 95548707-482-1350
Special Requests
Ocean Protection Coalition P.O. Box 2150 Fort Bragg CA 95437
Redwood Coastal Watersheds Alliance P.O. Box 87 Elk CA 95432
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