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PREFACE

In 1966, the Department of Fish and Game in the California Fish and

Wildlife Plan recommended expansion of trout management activities to '"protect

and enhance wild trout fisheries". 1In response to this recommendation and

to concerns expressed by the public, the California Wild Trout Program was
established by the California Fish and Game Commission in 1971. The primary
purpose of the program is to preserve attractive stream trout fisheries which
are naturally sustained by wild strains of trout rather than artificially
sustained by domesticated, catchable-sized trout stocked on a put-and-take
basis. Emphasis is placed on protecting the aquatic environment to perpetuate
natural production and on preserving the natural character of the streamside
_environment to provide a quality angling experience.

Since 1971, the Fish and Game Commission has designated eight back-
countryl/ and nine roadside streams as wild trout streams (Martis Creek
Lake, the only lake in the program, was added in 1974). Each wild trout
stream is to have its own management plan and regulations which will emphasize
individuality and diversity.

Management of backcountry streams such as much of the Yellow Creek will
also emphasize maintenance of the remote secluded quality of the angling
experience, which generally involves minimizing angler encounter with
man-made alterations or activity.

This plan is an in-house document written to identify the Depar;ment of
Fish and Game's activities on Yellow Creek including the management direction
to be taken in coordinating with agencies responsible for environmental
protection. All land use planning is the ultimate responsibility of the

U. S. Forest Service. As per the Memorandum of Understanding between the

l/Remote with access largely provided by trails.
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Department and the Forest Service, the Department will identify management
direction which is intended to preserve and protect wildlife resources in
natural forests and the Forest Service will recognize the Department's
responsibilities and concerns along with those of the other users of the
forest in their multiple use planning.

Wild trout management of the Humbug Valley section of Yellow Creek is
the subject of another management plan. This upper section is not presently
in the California wild trout management program.

RESOURCE STATUS
General Setting

Yellow Creek is situated in northwestern Plumas County about & miles
southwest of Lake Almanor (Figure 1). The stream flows east and south for
24 miles. It originates in Lost Lake near the 6,400 ft elevation and
terminates at its confluence with the North Fork Feather River, near
Belden Town (2,400 ft elevation) (Figure 2). The wild trout area encompasses
the lowermost 8 miles of stream from Cottonwood Creek to the North Fork
Feather River (Figure 3).

The Yellow Creek watershed encompasses 78.4 sq miles of high-plateau
land, situated within a geologic mergence zone of the older metamorphic
rocks of the Sierra Nevada and the younger, volcanic rocks of Mt. Lassen
and Cascade Mountains. The watershed is comprised of two geomorphically
distinct areas: Hﬁmbug Basin (35.3 sq miles) and Yellow Creek Canyon
(43.1 sq miles).

Humbug Basin is a large, hollow depression carved by glacial scouring
into a mountain plateau. The mountains and small valleys in the basin
slope in decreasing gradients and range in elevation from near 7.000 ft to

4,300 ft on the floor of Humbug Valley. The slopes are well drained, ccvered

"\
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FIGURE 1. GENERAL LOCATION OF YELLOW CREEK.
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with fine fairly erodable material. Heavy stands of conifers are distributed
throughout the Basin.

Humbug Valley (1 1/2 x 3 miles) is an open, heavily grazed grassland.
The soils are deep and clay like, overlaying a clay hardpan. The Valley
naturally lays wet most of the year, but some elevated hummocks have
been artificially drained, and are dry and dusty in late summer.

Yellow Creek is the major tributary to the Valley. Humbug Creek, to
the east, and a number of unnamed streams on the western slopes sink into
the substrate on the Valley's perimeter and traverse the Valley to Yellow
Creek as ground water and sporadic intermittent channels. A large spring
area on the west side of the Valley flows directly into Yellow Creek via
a short (500 ft) traverse.

Yellow Creek crosses the Valley floor in a low gradient meander,
falling only 50 ft in 3 miles. The stream is narrow above the springs
and wide below. It is deeply entrenched in the meadow soils, often
cutting well into the hardpan. Water may be murky, sometimes carrying a
moderate load of silty fines. The streambanks have been heavily damaged
by cattle and water erosion. Riparian vegetation is almost nonexistent
subject to depredation of both cattle and beaver.

PG&E maintains a gauge at the lower end of Humbug Valley and monitors
outflow from the Humbug Basin.

Three miles below Humbug Valley, Yellow Creek Canyon begins. The
designated wild trout area of Yellow Creek is situated in the Canyon, extend-
ing from Cottonwood Creek to the North Fork Feather River. Between Cottonwood

Creek and the North Fork, Yellow Creek plunges 1,900 ft in 9.5 miles (gradient

th

)
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of 200 ft per mile) slicing between the precipitous rock walls o

Canyon. Tributaries to the Canyon encompass 35.62 sq miles of watershed:
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Cottonwood Creek (3.08 sq miles), Grizzly Creek (12.96 sq miles), Soda
Creek (14.41 sq miles), and Squirrel Creek (5.17 sq miles).

The Canyon area is largely a roadless, moderately timbered watershed.
Slopes are from 30 to 90%, some are well drained, covered with fine, easily
eroded soils, others are barren, rocky bluffs. Most of the Canyon area is
fair to poor for timber growing and difficult for timber harvest.

Access

Yellow Creek is virtually inaccessible from Soda Creek to near its
mouth. Foot trails follow portions of Soda and Grizzly creeks and provide
access to Squirrel Creek. Roads reach sections of Cottonwood and Grizzly
creeks. A trail leads upstream about half mile from Belden, to where
precipitous canyon walls and deep, fast flows block further travel upstream.
Vertical, overhanging walls of the Canyon hide the few benches that exist
at stream level, making a descent to a bench from the Canyon rim extremely
hazardous at best.

The flow from the Canyon is not monitored, but is estimated to normally
range between 60 and 6,000 cfs. The high water mark in some of the Canyon
narrows is 6 ft above the summer level.

Land Ownership

All of the Canyon area is publicly owned and managed by Plumas National
Forest, while upper reaches of the watershed including portions of Grizzly
and Cottonwood creeks are part of Lassen National Forest.

Fiéhery Description '

Electrofishing iﬁ the upper end of the wild trout area (just below
Cottonwood Creek) yielded few trout with rainbow trout.predominéting.
Similarly, at the lower end of the Canyon only a few rainbow trout were

caught along with a few suckers and some large sculpins. Both areas are
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heavily fished in the spring each year. Good catches and an occasional
large fish are reportedly made in the downstream end. Later in the season,
fishing success falls rapidly. This section of the stream appears to
receive constant angling pressure through the summer.

In the Canyon beyond the penetration of most anglers fish appear to be
abundant. Many small rainbows, have been observed along with a few larger
rainbow (to 13 in.) and large browns (to 15 ins)

Fishery Management

General trout regulations currently apply to the Yellow Creek trout
fishery. The angling season extends from the last Satﬁrday in April through
November 15, the bag limit is 10 trout but not more than 10 1lb and one fish.

The Canyon is subject to extremely light fishing pressure, rarely
exceeding an estimated 100 angler days per year. The fishery in the Canyon
bottom is apparently in a near climax condition, requiring no angling
regulation changes.

Catchable trout are planted annually in Humbug Valley approximately 3
miles upstream from the wild trout section.

Land Use Management

Chips Creek Roadless Area, which encompasses Yellow Creek Canyon (Figure
3), was allocated to further planning through the USFS's RARE II process.
RARE II considered areas with wilderness characteristics for recommended
additions to the National Wi;derness Preservation Svstem. The RARE II
status means that the future of the Chips Creek Roadless Area will result
from the current forest planning process scheduled forvcompletion in 1983.
Until the forest plan is finalized, the USFS must maintain the wilderness

characteristics of the Roadless area.
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Timber Management
The majority of the Yellow Creek watershed is intensively managed for
timber production. Logging which maintains water quality and quantity,
precludes visual scarring, preserves the natural character of the stream-
side environment, and precludes additional access to otherwise remote areas
is compatible with wild trout management goals.
Mining
Mining activity in Yellow Creek Canyon below Cottonwood Creek has not
occurred in the recent past due to the rugged terra;p. Road construction
in the Canyon could open the Canyon to both lode and placer mining.
Water Development
Humbug Valley has been identified as a potential hydroelectric develop-
ment site (DWR 1974). A dam would be placed 1 mile below the mouth of Humbug
Valley and water would be diverted via a conduit to a powerhouse near the
confluence of Yellow Creek and North Fork Feather Rivef. The project would
inundate several miles of Yellow Creek including Humbug Valley and alter
the flow regime of the wild trout area.
MANAGEMENT.PROGRAM
Management Objectives
Quantitative data are not presently available to define existing popu-
lation and habitat parameters for Yellow.Creek. The wild trout portion of
the stream is in an essentially pristine condition with very light angling.
An assumption has been made that existing population and habitat characteristics
represent the best estimate of this stream segment's capability to produce
wild trout. Baseline data on the fishery and habitat will be collected to

evaluate and revise future management strategies.
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The Wild Troat Program has three basic goals. Within this framework,
each wild troutvstream has specific management objectives which emphasize
individuality and diversity. Program goals are listed below followed by the
supportive management objective specific to Yellow Creek. It is anticipated
that these objectives will be refined further as baseline data are obtained.

A. Program Goal: Maintain wild trout populations at levels necessary to

provide optimum recreational angling opportunities for wild trout.

Management Objective:

1. Through implementation of a fishery investigation plan: 1) define
the optimum potential of the Yellow Creek fishery; 2) identify
management changes needed to provide quality wild trout angling;
and 3) identify fishery objectives in the following terms:

a. Population size
b. ... Trout.size distribution
c. Species composition

B. Program Goal: Maintain and enhance where possible the habitat required

for optimum trout production.

Management Objective:

2. Through development and implementation of a water quality monitoriﬁg
plan, define "optimum" levels for the following habitat parameters:
a. .Temperature
b. Stream flows
c. Sedimentation

C. Program Goal: Preserve the natural character of the streamside environ-

ment.

Management QObjectives: Maintain existing characteristics of the area

until the forest plan is selected, by:



T

3. Discouraging development of additional permanent vehicle access to
Yellow Creek within the inner gorge area (Figure 3). Evaluate trail
access needs to the portion of Yellow Creek identified in Figure 4.

4., 1In the foreground, as seen from the streamside, limit management
activities to those which are not visually evident (Forest Service
visual quality objective of Retention, see appendix) .

5. 1In the middleground and background, as seen from the streamside,
limit management activities to those which are visually subordinate
to the characteristic landscape (Forest Service visual quality
objective of Partial Retention, see appendix) .

Management Direction

National Forest land management direction will be determined in the Forest

Land and Resource Management Plan scheduled for completion in 1983. A

variety of resource outputs and goals, including but not limited to those

listed above, will be evaluated in the land management planning process.

Objectives identified in the Yellow Creek Wild Trout Management Plan will

be confirmed, rgvised, or rejected by the Forest Service during this

pro¢ess. Acceptable land management practices for Yellow Creek will be
identified in the final forest plans for both Plumas and Lassen.

The Department will encourage the Forest Service to preserve the natural

integrity of the Yellow Creek wild trout stream and to maintain or improve

habitat quality.

The Department will oppose any water development proposed for Yellow Creek

which would result in inundation or drastic flow regime changes in the wild

trout area.

The Department will oppose mechanized or commercial placer gold recovery

except on valid claims.
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PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE

Implement plan outlining procedures
and time schedules for collecting
baseline data on population
characteristic and future
monitoring (see appendix).

Develop a plan outlining
procedures and time schedules
for collecting baseline data on
existing habitat characteristics
and monitoring.

Establish water quality monitoring
station on lower reach of Yellow
Creek.

Collect baseline water quality data.

Work with Plumas NF through input
to Land Management Planning to
achieve desired visual quality
objectives.

DFG

Plumas NF

Plumas NF

Plumas NF

DFG

1981

1982

1982

1982

immediately
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APPENDIX
Yellow Creek Wild Trout Management
Area Fishery Investigation Program
The Yellow Creek fishery possesses two distinct characters, each determined
largely by accessibility. The lower reach of the canyon (from Belden upstream
about 1/2 mile) and the upper reach of the canyon (from Cottonwood Creek down-
stream about 1/2 mile) are relatively accessible. Anglers use both these
areas. The fishery is considered fair. The canyon (between the above defined
areas) is nearly inaccessible. Fewer than 100 angler days per annum are estimated
for the 7 mile long reach. The fish population is probably in a climax condition
providing excellent angling for the very adventuresome angler.
Due to difference between the two areas, two different fish management
programs have been established, pursuant to two distinct management objectives.
Program 1. Accessible areas of Yellow Creek Canyon

Progream Objective: Determine status of fishery and identify management

activities which will maintain or improve (if necessary) the quality of the
wild trout fishery.

Program Direction

1. Determine status of fish pbpulation.
a. Population size (no./mile, 1bs./acre, etc.).
b. Size (age) composition.
c. Species composition.
d. Growth.
2. Determine impact of anglers.
a. Tag about 50 (seven inch and longer) trout within a small,
representative section of each portion (i.e.,upper aﬁd lower canyon).

o T~
potentizl of the

[

3. Use data obtained from the zbove activities to define th

fishery.
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Contrast existing fishery with potential fishery and determine appropriate
objective angling quality in terms of population parameters.

5. Define management changes (e.g.,regulation) required to provide objective
trout population, as needed.

Procedures and Time Schedule

1. A. Establish two electrofishing stations in each of two accessible
sections of the canyon. August 1981
B. Collect fish population data. August 1981, 1982, 1983
2. Collect at least 50 trout in small area of each of the two accessible
sections. Tag with $5 reward tags. August 1981, March/April 1982.
Repeat as needed in 1982.
3. Prepare report of data identifying status, potential and proposed future

management of fishery. January 1984.

Program 2. Remote (Inaccessible) Areas
: of Yellow Creek Canyon.

Program Objective: Improve access to the remote section, and continue to

provide quality wild trout angling (over a near climax trout population).

Program Direction

1. Work with Plumas N.F. to establish improved trail access; access intended
to allow anglers the opportunity to safely reach essentially inaccessible
sections of the canyon.

2. As soon as access is improved, determine status of fish population
(as in Program 1) with the data to be used to define objectives for

management and time schedule.
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Procedures and Time Schedule

1. Meet with Plumas N.F. personnel to identify feasibility of improving
trail access into remote reach of canyon. 1981

2. Implement population sampling program if and when access is improved.
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"DEFINITION OF VISUAL STANDARDS"

BACKGROUND: The distant part of a landscape picture, etc.; surroundings,
especially those behind something and providing harmony or contrast; surrounding
area or surface area located from 3-5 miles to infinity from the viewer.
FOREGROUND: The detailed landscape found within 0 to 1/4 to 1/2 mile from the
observer.

MAXIMUM MODIFICATION: A visual Quality Objective meaning man's activity may
dominate the characteristic landscape but should appear as a natural occurrence
when wviewed as background.

MIDDLEGROUND: The space between the foreground and the background in a picture
or landscape the area located from 1/4 to 1/2 to 3-5 miles from the viewer.
MODIFICATION: A Visual Quality Objective meaning man's activity may dominate
the characteristic landscape but must at the same time utilize naturally
established form, color, and texture. It should appear as a natural occurrence
when viewed in foreground or middleground.

PARTIAL RETENTION: A Visual Quality Objective which in generél means man's
activities-may be evident but must remain subordinate to the characteristic
landscape.

RETENTION: A Visual Quality Objective which in general means man's activities

are not evident to the casual forest visitor.

ta



A Rl N
S\«/‘(\ VISUAL QUALHY OBIECIIVES =
S \_ [k RE{ENAION
P% | oIIn PR PARNAY RETENTION
\)) | SN M MOPRIFICATION.
,pg,d;,/mg fg FORFGROUNP
z mg MIPPLE GROUNP
( . bg__DACKGROUND
) | iGHEST SENSHIVIHY
AVERAGE SENSIIVIAY

LOWEST SENSIHIVITY

e

PISTINCTIVE ) =N\ )

COMMON = S 2 \\\J ; ' \\

MINIMALV TR o Y QK =
\\-\f ; sy PR TASEN » . )E 2
i VAN (e I
S -

Z
|

7
(..'y’///r 4 /
T
2
7
,A/\\\) =
e
%

SO
NN

=
\
4

o n\./
f\fﬁ
=
4
~;/
7
77 '
27 f
% ///j
{ (K
y //\ i
fi
e | G a
\
<
¥
1
=
'l
J
4
TREGRTRR N
AN
e
o NN

= | 3 . \ \ /
AERN | e {
il P

j./::'\/ 2 = AY 41N \\{ (‘\c /‘(‘ ‘_x‘“’ -I”..\‘ S i
= Il Tadoh AN % / RN EA NS RNSRER O AL NP N R

/1
e~ /)

A
—<X- -
e~ 3
3 1% <

17

7 bl

_LOCAION OF VISUAL QUALHY OBJECAIVE PLANNING UNIS



_a_e.aa._zst..,eaz
IEIC RN M




Retention R

This visual quality obiéctive provides for
management activities which are not
visually evident.

Under Retenticn activities may only
repeat form, line, color, and texture
which are trequently found in the
characteristic iandscape. Changes in
their qualities of size. amaount, intensity,
direction, pattern, etc., should not be
evident.

Duration of Visual Impact

Immediate reduction in form. line, color,
and texture contrast in order to meet
Retention shouid be accomplished
either during operation or immediately
after. It may be done by such means as
seeding vegetative clearings and cut-or-
fill slopes. hand pianting of large stock,
painting structures, etc.

ot he visualiy evigent to the casuai
rest visitor. The'clearings repeat form,
e and texturs {rom the surrounding

i Do ot ek D B ok .

The majority of the lineai ciearings for
iog removal in this large tree removal
saie are not evident even though located
irom top tc botiom every 200 feet aiong
the ridge. To achieve this quality
objective, the clearing for the cable
rocads was kept to a minimum width of
10 to 12 teet rather than the normal 25 to
30 feet.

Forms resulting from this removal of
large mature trees repeat natural
openings frequentiy found in the
characteristic landscape so completely
that they are not evident. The form on
the right side ot the atter photo appears
tco iarge compared to adjacent natura!
sccurrences. However, just outside the
2 photographed are natural openings
iarge. Meeting RETENTION aiso 2
cludes spur and skid roads which exist
sically, but are not evident.

ot (VI 1}
3 .
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The aerial trarnway which traverses the nmddle landform (A} The ciearcut in this photo {C), of which only a hint of the tree
from top to bottom doas not.introduce any evident form, line, tole edge can be seen, wouid not be evident to the forest
~olor. or texture. visitor. It does not introduce any evident form, line, color, or
texture. The lower phete (D) shows how some of these harvest

The detail photo (B) shiows several reasons why. Trees were units look from the air.
n topped instead of cleared to maintain natural color and

2 i
taxiure. Any clearin
orofue is iow, corres
wars and towers is weli chiossen e blend with adjacent
vegetation &s well as coior in the background.
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The shelterwosd cut in the lower portion
af this phote mustrates RETENTION.
From the obs L and under

. 1t does not
introduce any evident term, line. color or
texture.
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Partial Retention PR

Management.activities.cemain _visually
sibordinate to the characteristic
1andscape when managed according to
the partial retention visual quality

objective.

Activities may repeat form, line, color,

5t texture common to the characteristic
landscape-but changes in their qualities
of»_si:ehamgunt,_intensiiy,nirection,
pattern, etc.. remain. visually.

subordinate to the characteristic
landscape.

Activities may aiso introduce form, ling,
color, or texture which are found
infreguently or not at all in the_
characteristic iandscape. but they
shouid remain subordinate to the visual
strength of the characteristic landscape.

Duration of Visual Impact

Raducticn in form, line, color, anc
texture to meet partial retention shou!d
pe accomplished as soon after project
completion as possibie or at a mintmum
within the first year.

The irrggu:ariy-snapec clearcut at the Tne path in this photo is evident but
junction of these two vaiieys is evident remains subordinate to the

but remains subordinate to the characteristic landscape. It was achieved
characteristic landscape. Note the by adding coicr to the paving materiai to
contrast with the rectangular unit to the rensat the darker grays in the rock

right. Color and texture contrast 5 iormations. The path foilows the natural
reduced by leaving a heavy rock formation resuiting in minimai
concentration of whips in the unit. The disruption of the site.

shape is naturai enough to be found in a
valiey such as this.
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This regeneraticn partial cut on the right side of the ghoto Forms resutting from construction of this winies sports site
remains subordinate to the charactéristic landscaps. This s (ieft center) are evident, but remain visually subordinate 1o the
tecause the shape, with the excegtion of being scmewhat out characteristic landscape to achieve' PARTIAL RETENTION. i
of scale, repsats the form, line, coior, and texture of the Eorm and line were repeated at the same scaie as the natural :
natural occurrences common to the surrounding area. openings common to the scene being viewed. Additional ‘
borrowing ot color and texture by such techniques as \ ‘:
estabiished grass cover would have made the activity ‘
- undiscernipte and, thus, achieved the nigher visual quality
atjeciive of RETENTION.
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This microwave facility repeats form and color of the
surrounding landforms and vegetation to the point that it
remains visually subcrdinate to the characteristic landscape.

The road in this ohoto is evident but remains subsrdinate to

the characteristic landscape. The detail photo shows why.
“Corten Steel’

' Bin walis were usec which repsat the colors in
This paved parking lot is evident but remains visuaily the C\;tura! surroundings as weli as aliowing vegetation tc
subordinate to the surrounding area tc achieve PARTIAL remain ciose to the toe of the road.
*BETENTION. The coicr of the paving repeats coiors found in
the existing rock. The line created where the edge of the paving
10ins the rocks is comipietely natural, foilowing the outline of
the cutcrop.

ihe tormointroduced By the clearcut ernainsg
STually subordinate tec the cha The
©500 Qi Lolor repeats enough ¢ i

H
. mught
clive. Varying t

ZEmant vegetation to achieve this surp ion. Arg

i2rail vanety m vegetative patterns, texture. and colortendsto G

nigner Visua! Quality
rraw the eye away from the activity.

i ne pocl size ano their Reights 1n the ladder
ght have compieted this achievement of RETENTION.
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Modiﬁcc’rion M

Under the moditication visual quality
objective management activities may
visually dominate the originai character-
istic landscape. However, activities of
vegetative and land form alteration must
porrow from naturally established form,
line, color, or texture so completely and
at such a scale that its visual
characteristics are these of natural
occurrences within the surounging area
or character type. Additional parts of
these activities such as structures,
roads, slash, root wads, etc., must
remain visually supordinate to the
proposed composition.

Activities which are predominately
introduction of facitities such as
buildings. signs, roads, etc., should
borrow naturaily established form, line,
color and texture so compietely and at
such scaie that its visual characteristics
are compatibie with the natural
surroundings.

Duration of Visual Impact

Qeduction in form, line. coior. and
texture shouid be accomplished in the
first yearor at a mm'r‘u n snau- meet

existing regiona!l guideiines.

roaQ Cominales in rouny but
norrows encugh of the form. “line, coier
and texture from the landform upon

which it lies to appear visually
compatibie. The Quality Qbjective was
achieved by fitting the '(\a:! aiig 'm'-ent

: .mg 'n'*" SEEn N {“‘uhl" g._,uu
uld likely meet RETENTION or
PERTIAL PETENTICN.

34

e Y |

e e i

I’d
€51

‘4&1

IS sign D'\“'i:‘.at
dscape but borro
abush d form,

compietely and at

ke a@ﬁm‘-m

ttaesiest St S apl KRR L

s the characteristic

ws from naturaily
iine, and color so
such scale that its

visuail characteristics are compatible
the natural surroundings.

with

e o e

e -

LN AT o

e

oty

B T e w»-w-;:w«m

e

S
I

b

powerline, wi t* the exception of the
t towers exceeds the criteria for
»FlCATION The design of the
earings has borrowed form and texture
cm vegetative patterns in the
racteristic landscape. If the towers
sorrowed color frem the
ounding area, the activity would
e1 a higher "ua‘vty objective.
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ons wnu,h dominate foreground 5. Such

. shguld be subordinate to the cpening.

ing G an annual grass cover plus .
‘.omplote the appearance of a natural

ut in this photo dominates the
tic mncscap but appears tc
l occurrence. It is achieved
r,,\use ot the groupings of

={t within the form.
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This clearcut dominates the characteristic tandscape, but with
; ; 2 : s the exception of coior. it appears as a natural occurrence. The

5 B e I L i R quality objective is achieved primarily because of the natural
The ranger station in this phoio dominates the characteristic form in scale with natura! openings and the very loose,

S

landscape but repeats much of the line, color, and texture of irregular edge effect caused by scattered tree groupings and
tne timbered site. The structure is weli sited among the trees undulating shape. The road is evident but remains subordinate
and easily meets the MODIFICATION visual quality objective. to the natural a'ppearing form.
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This vigitor center dominates the characteristic landscape, but The cisarcuts dominate the characteristic landscape but appear
repeats enough form and color from the rugged shoreline to as natura! occurrences primariiy because ot form and color.
appear visually compatibie. The ciearcuts have been seeded to grass to achieve an

immediate reduction of the visual impact.
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The regeneration cut dominates as a
natural appearing composttion in a
characteristic landscape of continuous
texture {A). Form is borrowed weil from
the natura! openings infrequently found
in the surrounding iandscape. The
natural-appearing edge (B) is achieved
through using smali natural openings as
dae and by leaving scattered
2 houndary Gt the saie

AR
naturai
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Maximum Modification MM

Management activities of vegetative and
jandform alterations may dominate the
characteristic iandscape. However, when
. viewed as background, the visual

characteristics must be those of natural »
occurrences within the surrounding area b e e :

~ or character tyee. When viewed as T e ey

¥ {greground or middie ground, they may 3 o
nc: acpear 1o compietely borrow from d

naturally establisned form, line, color,
or texture. Alterations may also be out
of scale or contain detail which is
incongruent with natural occurrences as
seen in foreground or middle

ground.

introduction of additonai parts of these
activities such as structures, roads, .
slesh, and rcot wads must remain
visually suberdinate to the proposed
cemposition as viewed in background.

Duration of Visual impact
Reduction of contrast should be
zccomplished within five years.

The middle ground clearcut is one ot
vertica! empnasis in 2 part of the naturai
tandscape which is primarily horizontal
in direction. However, when viewed as
nackground shape and pattern of form,
it appears as a natural occurrence.
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2pe and pattern of form are basically those of natural -
rrences within the character type. The only exception
ives the larger unit that excesds the scaie of the

1
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The ciearcut in the packground appears
as a natural occurrence HCIrowing
primarily form or shape trom adjacent
jandiorms. The scaie cf the unit appears
tc be larger than naturai cpenings in the
area.
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s dominate the characteristic landscape but These ciearcut forms dominate but borrow shape and pattern of

Ty
Orrow shape and pattern of form so compietely that they form compieteiy enough te appear as naturaj occurrences in
appear as naturai occurrences as would be seen in background. this background scene.
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et rermioon the ridge icp is The combination of ciearcuts in this photo meet this objective
ural cccurrence in this oecause of the naturai appearing variety in amount, size,
‘shape. and pattern of form as wouid bejudged from a
packground distance zone.

In background the roads would aiso tend to be visually
subordinate to the pattern of forms. The clearcut pattern
exceeds the criteria for MAXIMUM MODIFICATION, because of
the green color of the older units. ;
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Jnacceptable Modification

nis section sets examples of excessive
.odification or what not to do to any
;ndscape regardless of the distance

)

-om which the management activity E.'
~ay be observed. i:
Y 12

yne or more of these characteristics are v

ndicative ot unacceptable modification:

, Size of activities is excessive or poorly
related to scale of tandform anc
vegetative patterns in characteristic
jandscape.

- TSI AN

» Overal! extent of management
activities is excessive.

Activities or facilities that contrast in
form. line, color. or texture are
excessive. All gominance elements in
ine menagement activity are visually
unreiated 1o those in the characteristic The road cut for this intersaction is

nmwm“

landscape. strong in form and visuaily unrelated to

the fiat site through which it passes. R
Duration of Visual Impact mER
Unacceptable Modification includes This powerline ciearing produces a
ihose visuai impacts which exceed 10 strong ling which is visualiy unreiatec 1o
vears duration. the characteristic tandscape. Location
- on tne nght side of the river through 2

jandscape Strong in form would have
resulited in much iess impact. Because
of right-of-way maintenance, the impact l
will be visibie for more than 10 years.
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ros of the clearcuts are visually unreigied in shape and
sattern of torm tO natural occurrences.
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The ancr\mem of this road bemg
unreiated to the landform through which
it passes, mxoouh =5 strong contrasts of

The visuai impact ¢f this rcad faiiure This winter sports site preduces a

strates how attention is brought not  strong form visually unreiated to those  |o-0: INe- 20C SO T it «c‘“ra:tﬂr.'s“c
oniy 1o the effect on the visual resource tound in naturai occurrences. landscape. lh 9‘5_5':':;"”’3‘ y perfect cut
tut also to the mis-management of the siop o NP RGL RO ;‘O'“ tne‘ rounded
soit and water rescurce. As in many such ed.ru.ro.r:ws of rov cko MR OhL;S Ci this area.
case s the impact wiil be of long oft f(“t e‘fte:r‘ﬁqu Tnﬁ( e s'io;?e and
guration, well beyona the 10-year b A S \2 $ Ao W -'. ot aliow any type
serioa. In this instance, it is because the cf vegstation ) (¢ gr O‘f ar aduce the

sail is mg\.m comn-\ua.ly preventing . very a’?carm‘u color contrast that has
revegetation of the sicpe. been created.
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The tish ladcer in this photo may meet tisheries objectives and
be s"uc‘ur’m‘ soung. but far too great a visuai impact to
cle on M3t 2o

cittie, it any ot its

from tne
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