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A Trout’e Life

In the wild and in the hafchery

An educational activity book for all ages

Rainbow Trout

Oncorhynchue mykice

Connect the dote to give the trout hie fine co he can ewim up the river.

Diccover the life of trout in nature and in the hatchery. Color the
pictureg, help the frout through the river maze and colve the puzzles.

All living thingg, including trout, need food, cpace, chelter and clean
water. If you recpect the land and keep lakege and rivere clean, you help
all living thinge.
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This book was produced by:
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Statewide Hatcheries Interpretive Program,
a Sport Fish Restoration Act grant program.

Edition: March 2013

llluctratione and cover art by:
Kyle Hailey and John Williame

For more information about the

California Department of Fish and Wildlife visit:

www.wildlife.ca.gov
Heritage and Wild Trout Program
www.dfg.ca.gov/wildtrout/
CDEW Hatehery Syetem
www.dfg.ca.gov/fich/hatcheriee/
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A Trout’e Life in the Wild

Cpawning

Trout deposit and fertilize egge in the
gravel of ctreambede. Gravel provides
profection for the egge while the frech

running wafer cupplies plenty of oxygen.
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Egge and Alevin

Egge develop in the gravel and hatch into
alevin. The alevin feed off their yolk eack
ae they grow into tiny fich. Theca emall
fich, called fry, ewim out of the gravel in
cearch of food.
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The young trout move from challow areae
info the etronger current in cearch of

Adult trout cearch for 2 mate and cuitable
cpawning gravel. The epawning procese can
oceur ceveral fimee in g trout’e life.




Trout feed on Buge! Word Find

What Do Trout Eat¥”

In the wild, aquatic incecte
are part of a trout’s diet.
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Dameelfly Caddic fly
Dragonfly Larva
Mocquito Seud
Water cttider ~ Nymph
Water beotle  Mayfly
Water boatman  Stonefly

Damegelfly Nymph S A/ !




An eagle, ewim away!
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Trouty wante to join her trout friende in the river's deep pool. But che hag to
avoid many dangere to get there. Help Trouty find her way cafely to the pool.

START HERE

[t'c an angler,
> | avoid the hook!
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Oh no! Polluted water!

Yeah, Trouty
found her ftiende
in the deep pool!
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Clow down for
epawning grounde.
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Good job! You helped Trouty ewim up the river, eccape predatore,
avoid pollution, find food and make it to the cafety of the deep pool.

Keap up the good work and when you vicit the river, remember
to do your part fo keep areac you vicit clean.




A Trout’e Life in the Hatchery

The Spawning Procece

Hatchery ctaff extract egge and
milt from the fertile adulte in the
artificial epawning procese.

Egg Hatching

Once fertilized, egge are trancferred to hatching
jare for incubation in the Hatchery Building.




Egg and Alevin Care )

After the egge hateh, the hatehlinge (alevin)
are cared for in challow troughe. Within g
month, the young fich (fry) grow 1” to 2” and
bagin to eat. The fry grow in troughe for two

to three monthe and are fed a cpecial diet. =7
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To protect the good egge, \ 0 )
bad egge (white) are

removed with a bacter. /(\,
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Trout Early Life Stagec

Eyedegge  Eyed egg hatching  Alevin Fry




Growing up to “Catchable Size”

At the fingerling ctage trout are moved outdoore

to the hatchery racewaye. The fingetlinge and cub-
catchable fich are fed ceveral timee g day until they
grow to g “catchable cize” of one-half pound or larget.
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Much like humang, ac the trout
grow larger co doec their feed scize.




Loading for Releace

When ready, trout are pumped from the raceways
into epecialized hatchery trucke. They are then
trangported to local water bodies for releace.




Ctocking

The fich weigh one-half pound to ten
pounde when releaced (ctocked).

Fich are reloaced from trucke, ctocked with nete,
and even dropped from airplaneg in local ctreame,
rvere and lakee throughout the ctate.
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The Angling Experience

In California, anglete of all agee have opportunities
to fich for both hatchery and wild trout.

Remember: Alwaye Fich Rogpongibly!




California’e Native Trout

California ic home to 11 native typee of trout. Theee include rainbow, cutthroat, redband and golden
trout. Brook and brown trout are not native to California but were introduced for fiching oppurtunities.

Coactal cutthroat trout Coactal rainbow trout Warner Lakee redband trout
Lahontan cutthroat trout Eagle Lake rainbow trout McCloud River redband trout
Paiute cutthroat trout Kern River rainbow trout Gooce Lake redband trout

Little Kern golden trout
California golden trout

California golden trout

Oncorhynchue mykice aguabonita
California golden trout are one of 11 native trout forme found in the ctate. Although they originated
from a emall area in the Kern Platequ, they are now found in varioue high elevation ctreame and lakes
acroce the Sierra Nevada. They are called golden trout because of their bright orange, red, and yellow
belliee. In recognition of their great beauty, they were decignated ac the State Frechwater Fich in 1947,

Colore of the California golden trout
Dark Olive top- Yellow middle- Orange belly.

Along the middle there ic a Red lateral line and dark blue parr marke. They have yellow fing

with white tipe. The lower fing and the tail fine are 2 more golden yellow.

Concervation Meceagee

Match the miccing worde to the centences.

I. Reduce, reuce, , be careful not to litter.
Dont ___ _ wildlife.
Obeerve, but don't dicturb .

. Kegp and rivere clean.
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5. Obey , hunting and boating regulatione.

©. Act regponeibly toward fich, , landownere and the public.

7. Volunteer to help clean or a river,

%. Concerve at home.

O. All living thinge are .

10. Remember to ____ recpongibly!
What Do Trout Eat
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Miceing Worde
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wildlife
watar
fiching
feed
rectore
anglere
connhected
recycle
fich

lakeg
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Your purchase of fishing equipment
and motor boat fuel supports boating
access and Sport Fish Restoration.
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Co Fich ~ Go Native ~ Co California



