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North Central District: Central Coast Streams

Current lowflow fishing requlation

Chapter3. Article 4. Supplemental Regulations. 8.00. Low
Flow Restrictions (b) (1)From October 1 through Aprilé. T h €
Sonoma Creek (Sonoma County), and all streams tributary to tf
Pacific Ocean (and its bays) in Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin
counties, expect for the Russian Riv&tinimum Flow:500cfs

at the gauging station on th&in stem Russian Riveear
Guerneville (Sonoma County). Page 69.
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Need for fishing requlation change

Minimize impacts to listed
salmonids associated with angling

Central Coast Stream |eflow

conditions (unregulated) are poorl
represented by the Russian River
gauge near Guerneville (regulatec

Aid law enforcement when
poaching is most likely to occiir
severe lowflow conditions

Stakeholder proposalpublic
concern

Many Central Coast Streams are
0f ocus
recovery plans

Gualala stakeholder®roposed fishing

popul ati onso

regulation changé Gualala River

April 4,2013

A coalition of stakeholders urges the California Fish & Game Commission to
enact an emergency regulation change to amend the CA Central Coast Streams’
Low-Flow Closure trigger

The Cox

We have formed a diverse coalition of support for the proposed solution below -
including local bait, gear, and fly fishermen, local businesses and river groups, and
regional nonprofits. Representatives from each of these stakeholder groups are
prepared to give comments either in person or in writing at the upcoming June

27,2013 Commission meeting in Sacramento, if necessary.
The Problem:

Currently, the low flow closure for central coast streams is predicated on the
Russian River gauge near Guerneville falling below 500cfs {CCR, T14, Ch 3, Art 4,
Sect 8, part (b) 1). The problem is that the Russian's flow is artificially inflated by
dam releases from Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma. We have had two winters in a
row with more than a month long drought in the middle of winter steelhead season.
In both years the coastal streams have dropped down to mere trickles, yet have
remained open to fishing because dam releases keep the Russian up above the
500cfs trigger. The ESA-listed fish are forced to congregate into a handful of Stakeholders
shrinking holes below restrictes ssage areas, and then subject to increased
angling pressure. The following stakeholders agree with the problem, proposed solution, and
supporting facts as described in the previous pages:

Basing the central coast low-flow closure trigger on the Russian River does not
make much sense, particularly when there are reliable gauges on more
representative central coast streams that lack dams or diversions. The problem is
clearly illustrated by comparing the historical flow data for the Russian and Guals
Rivers during the last two winter steelhead seasons, as seen in Graphs 1 and 2.

Dan Reno Doug DeRoy

California Fish & Game Warden, Central Coast Fly Fisherman

Mendocino County, Retired Longtime Bay Area Resident

Longtime Gualala Area Resident

Native Fish Society

Nonprofit advocate for the recovery

Proposed Solution: South Coast Fire Chief, Gualala, CA of wild, native fish and stewardship
President, Gualala Fish Project (7 of the habitats that sustain them.

We recommend amending the central coast streams’ low flow closure to be based] Bait & Gear Fisherman 1 Molalla Ave., Suite 100

the South Fork Gualala River gauge at 100cfs. When this gauge falls below 100, fis]  Lifetime Gualala resident Oregon City, OR 97045

migration is impeded on the Gualala River as well as the other central coast strean

Unlike the Russian River, the South Fork Gualala River is a consistently reliable a

representative indicator for the central coast streams.

Greg Warner

Yvette White Mark Sherwood

Owner, Gualala Sport e, River Steward Program Director,
Gualala, CA Native Fish Society

Longtime Gualala area resident

There has also been a recent surge of conservation momentum in the Gualala
watershed. Just last month, conservation groups purchased 20,000 acres of land
covering prime spawning habitat on the Gualala River. It's the largest conservatiol
purchase by acreage in the county and one of the largest along the north coast in
years. Establishing an effective and appropriate low flow trigger for the river will] Lifetime ala resident
bolster the fish conservation efforts of these groups and others.

Mark Clark
ala Fish Project (7 yrs)
Bait & Gear Fisherman

Mike Simila

Bait & Gear Fisherman
Volunteer, Gualala Fish Project
Lifetime Gualala resident

John Bennett

Registered Professional Forester
Bait & Gear Fisherman
Longtime Gualala area resident

Jason Spangler
Bait & Gear Fisherman
Lifetime Gualala resident

Walter Jorgensen
Central Coast Fisherman
Lifetime Bay Area Resident



Example Hacienda gauge vs. Mendo gauged streams
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Hydrograph comparison of Russian near Guerneville (Hacienda), SF Gualala, and
Navarro rivers 2012/13.




Goals of fishing regulation change

Enhance protection of listed salmonids
during lowflow conditions- when they
are most stressed and vulnerable

Utilize unregulated stream flow gauges
that best represent Central Coast Strearr

Simplify and attempt to make fishing
regulations consistent

Provide and maintaiquality angling
opportunities recognize windows of
fishing opportunity to keep people
interested irfishing

Useexistingdata to suppo fishing
regulationchange



Proposed alternatives:

Alternative (1): Extended lowflow restrictions based on tiMavarro Riverstream
gauge.

Sonoma Creek (Sonoma County), and all streams tributary to the Pacific Ocean (and
bays) in Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin counties, except for the Russian River.

A Minimum_Flow: From October 1 through April 200 cfsat the gaugingtationon
the Navarro River along Hwy 128 (USGS 11468000; Mendocino County).

Alternative (2): Extended lowflow restrictions based on ti®F Gualala Rivestream
gauge.

Sonoma Creek (Sonoma County), and all streams tributary to the Pacific Ocean (and
bays) in Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin counties, except for the Russian River.

A Minimum_Flow: From October 1 through April 150 cfsat the gauging station on
the SF Gualala River near Sea Ranch (USGS 11467510; Sonoma County).

Alternative (3): Use two gauges (SF Gualala & Navarro) to represent
north and south streams pertaining to this proposal.




HETNIEIWARESIES

1. All low-flow triggers provide very good protection during the fall months {Q¢bv), but the
Navarro provides the most across years.

2.  200cfs on the Navarro gauge provides the most protection ofltawtriggersconsidered

3. 150 cfs on the SF Gualala gauge and 200 cfs on the Navarro gauge seem most similar when
evaluating the numbeaf-fishing-days across years and potential bowv triggers.

4.  100cfs on the SF Gualala gauge and 500 cfs on the Hacienda gauge (RR) seem most similar
evaluating the numbeaf-fishing-days across years and potential bow triggers.

5. Navarro vs. SF Gualala linear regression equation at 150 cfs on SF Gualala equals 209.9 cfs
Navarro.

6. SF vs. NF Gualala linear regression equation estimates at 150 cfs on SF Gualala equals 60.1
the NF Gualalgauge. NFss. SF Gualala estimates at 60 cfs NF equals 15H..3

* Questions regarding the protection of smaller Central Coast Streams (Garcia etc.)
** Need further evaluation of steelhead report card catch data



Evaluation of existing losilow regulation =
fishing regulation change proposal

Information used:

1. Hydrology data

2. Site specific passage
report

3. Steelhead report card data

Field observations

5. Local angler knowledge
and expertise (outreach)
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