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Current low-flow fishing regulation:  

Chapter 3.  Article 4.  Supplemental Regulations.  8.00. Low-

Flow Restrictions (b) (1):  From October 1 through April 1é.The 

Sonoma Creek (Sonoma County), and all streams tributary to the 

Pacific Ocean (and its bays) in Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin 

counties, expect for the Russian River.  Minimum Flow: 500 cfs 

at the gauging station on the main stem Russian River near 

Guerneville (Sonoma County).  Page 69. 



North Central District: Central Coast Streams 

Sonoma Creek  

not shown 



Need for fishing regulation change:  

1. Minimize impacts to listed 
salmonids associated with angling 

 

2. Central Coast Stream low-flow 
conditions (unregulated) are poorly 
represented by the Russian River 
gauge near Guerneville (regulated) 

 

3. Aid law enforcement when 
poaching is most likely to occur ï 
severe low-flow conditions  

 

4. Stakeholder proposal ï public 
concern  

 

5. Many Central Coast Streams are 
ófocus populationsô for ESA 
recovery plans  

 
 

 

Gualala stakeholders: Proposed fishing 

regulation change ï Gualala River 



Example: Hacienda gauge vs. Mendo gauged streams  

Hydrograph comparison of Russian near Guerneville (Hacienda), SF Gualala, and 

Navarro rivers 2012/13. 



Goals of fishing regulation change: 

1. Enhance protection of listed salmonids 

during low-flow conditions - when they 

are most stressed and vulnerable  

 

2. Utilize unregulated stream flow gauges 

that best represent Central Coast Streams 

 

3. Simplify and attempt to make fishing 

regulations consistent 

 

4. Provide and maintain quality angling 

opportunities ï recognize windows of 

fishing opportunity to keep people 

interested in fishing 

 

5. Use existing data to support a fishing 

regulation change 



Proposed alternatives: 

 

Alternative (1): Extended low-flow restrictions based on the Navarro River stream 
gauge. 

Sonoma Creek (Sonoma County), and all streams tributary to the Pacific Ocean (and its 
bays) in Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin counties, except for the Russian River.   

  

Å Minimum Flow: From October 1 through April 1, 200 cfs at the gauging station on 
the Navarro River along Hwy 128 (USGS 11468000; Mendocino County). 

 

  

Alternative (2): Extended low-flow restrictions based on the SF Gualala River stream 
gauge. 

Sonoma Creek (Sonoma County), and all streams tributary to the Pacific Ocean (and its 
bays) in Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin counties, except for the Russian River.   

  

Å Minimum Flow: From October 1 through April 1, 150 cfs at the gauging station on 
the SF Gualala River near Sea Ranch (USGS 11467510; Sonoma County). 

 

 

Alternative (3):  Use two gauges (SF Gualala & Navarro) to represent 
north and south streams pertaining to this proposal. 



Preliminary Results: 

 

1. All low -flow triggers provide very good protection during the fall months (Oct ï Nov), but the 

Navarro provides the most across years. 

 

2. 200 cfs on the Navarro gauge provides the most protection of low-flow triggers considered 

 

3. 150 cfs on the SF Gualala gauge and 200 cfs on the Navarro gauge seem most similar when 

evaluating the number-of-fishing-days across years and potential low-flow triggers. 

 

4. 100 cfs on the SF Gualala gauge and 500 cfs on the Hacienda gauge (RR) seem most similar when 

evaluating the number-of-fishing-days across years and potential low-flow triggers. 

 

5. Navarro vs. SF Gualala linear regression equation at 150 cfs on SF Gualala equals 209.9 cfs on the 

Navarro. 

 

6. SF vs. NF Gualala linear regression equation estimates at 150 cfs on SF Gualala equals 60.1 cfs on 

the NF Gualala gauge.  NF vs. SF Gualala estimates at 60 cfs NF equals 157.3 SF. 

 

* Questions regarding the protection of smaller Central Coast Streams (Garcia etc.) 

** Need further evaluation of steelhead report card catch data 



Evaluation of existing low-flow regulation =  
fishing regulation change proposal   

Information used: 

1. Hydrology data 

2. Site specific passage 

report 

3. Steelhead report card data 

4. Field observations 

5. Local angler knowledge 

and expertise (outreach) 

 


