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BARRAZIVE RERORZ

Y GENERAL CONDITIONS
A, %aatheia 2:_ Conditiox&

Temperatures during May averaged 1.9° mere them May of 1555.
Mean or avertnge for May of this year was 76,87 as emmpared to 7...9°
for May of lagt year, lottest day in liny wes on the 16th, There
wers &5 olear days and only 2 partly cloudy days. A very light
swmléla of rain (.01 in.), foll over part of the Valley May 17
and 18,

Temporatures im June were comperatively mild and somewhat on
& par with the avorage for the past few YeRrs, Average maximum
temparature was 10L° as compared to 101° one year ago. Hottest
doy in June wes the 12th when the meroury read 111°, There were
5 partly cloudy days. No precipitation cooured.

Tesperatureg for July were lowor than lagt yeer, Aversze
saximum was 105°, Hottest dey wes the Bth with e reading of 113°,
Gmrly 5 partly cloudy days were recorded during the month., 4
slight, ummeagurable treee of rain fells

Augugt temperstures averaged 2,6° cooler than during the
asarresponding month of 1955, Mean btempernture was 88,3°,
Soolest day wes August 3 with a reading of &0°,

9n August 25th weet winde with gusts up to Ll miles per hour
dwaped 0ool air down into the Valley. Cooler weather followed
farésngal days with a drop from & raximum of 116° o a minimum
of 61%,

411 in el) this "as been porhaps the mildest swrmer in geversal
years, There were 2% olear daye, seven partly cloudy deys and one
oloudy day in Auguet eowpered to 12 clear days, 17 pertly eloudy
days and two cloudy dsys in August, 1555,

Tabulated below is the weather deta aa ocorplled at the loesl

¥,8, Ravy Auxiliary Alr Station, Seesly, California:
Honeh Yoxlmm ¥iolmm m.% Ly

. e

ey 101° 55° £ 19

June e 6° - 12

Precipitation
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Hanth Haximae  Hinbmum Preolipitation Winds/25 MPH

July 115° é5° H W

Angust 110° 6° - | 8
Eﬁﬂlﬁ *® & & a4 5 » & ? 53

Twe light earthguakes shook the Valley May 20th with no dameges
reportod,

B, ﬁg&piﬁaﬁan% ?’ater Condltlons

, tomperatures end evapeoration with no preciplitation low-
ared slevation of Salton Sea slightlye. During June there was
& drop of <15 of & foot,

& July 2, Imperial Irrigation Dlstriet - U,8. Geologleal
Survey gauge reading showed the elevation of the sea us 233.55.
%ulyt'lg 1056 comparesd o ~23.30 one year ago --- a difference
ef Ji5,

duguet 31, 1056 reading wng -03L.))5 below sea level which
roprasents J; of a foot drop sinoe Auguet 1 when the elevation
was «23),.05,

Shecking the Aupust 31, 1956 elevation with the September 1, 155

rending (~0%:,50) we have a total gain in elevetion of only 05
2f a foot the past year,

Peak elovations of the gom ceme during the late spring before
everoration becsme effective, Red Hill at Unit II was coupletely
surrounded by salt water exeept for a small earth i1l along the
north glde,

11 WILDLIFE
A ¥igretory Birds (By ¥illiam Muess)
‘1, Populations and Behavior
8¢ Ducke

Condltiong during the report period on the Selton Sea
Refuge approximated those of srovicus years. By ¥ay lst all but
4the lame and ths brave had departoeds, There does appear to be a
tsndenay, however, for groabtor nimbers of several species to
sperd the entire smmmer in the immediate vieinity. Foteworthy
smonz thoge are the Muddy Duck and the Redhead, Just whet enticed
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thege partioular spsclies to remain is unimown, but there ig
evidence that a goodly numbsr even nested here,

The writer, on several ocomsions, ncted broods of
redheads and ruddy ducks on refuge Unit I, During the lasgt two
woeks in August fiftesn immeture redhoads, barely capable of
£lizht, were taken in the live trap and banded, '

Throughout the veriod unprecedented musbers of ruddy
ducks were obgerved using the fresh water delim croated by
diverting the water of Trifolimm # 1 drein intc Truot 6, Unit I,

A gall ambor of mallards were observed from time to
time throughout the veriod om Unit I, Although no younz were
weted, the susnleion wes present that they attempted te nest
ainso they appeared to be paired off,

A oinnamon teal was observed lesving her nest many
timee by traector opermiorg working on Tract L5, mit II. This
wag gtrange in that during almost & month of obgorvetion thars
s never any evidenss of her heving lald any ergs.

Pintails firgt made there presence dmowm in apprecisble
mumbers during the roris) survey of August 7-8 when 150 were observed
on Unit 1, This obssrvation colncides with the report from the
Fereod Rofuge om August 8 when 200 newly arrived pintailg were
reported there. By Augugt 3lst almost i@g@;ﬁirds ware uaing the
Salton Sea rofuge unlts, This is gsorewmt undor numbers observed
at comparabtle Yimes of rrevious yesress

. Buring the menth of July broods of Fulvous Tree Ducks
were obsarved on mumarousg oocaglouns raefuga personnel, Beveral
of the little fellows were taken in live trap, It ig interest=
ing to note that oven at thrae to four weeks of age the feet of a
fulvous are large emough to kesp the band (#7) from slipping off
ence it ls attached to the lege Another faot worthy of gomment
is that of 34 fulvous bdandad in 1955 by states included in the
Yostern Bird-Banding Assoolation, all 36 were banded on the Selton
Sea Rofuze, To date, in 1056, thers have been 92 fulvous banded
on the Salton Jea Refuge.

On August 2143*2 a Goldeneye wmg geon on Tract 9, Unit I,
The bird weg flightless and with the expenditure of a little effort
he was captured and found to be in poer condition,

bo Gﬂeae

On Tuesday June 5th Cawme Management Agent A,W, Tlder
stopped by the office with 2 Canada Cecse and 6 Snow Geese given
bim by an unnamed game farm owner, They were banded and relesged
o8 Traot 4, Unit I, On Junms 15th it was moted one snow goose had
digappeared and another lay dead on the delta, DBy August 2ith thore
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were but three snows and one canads lefts

On June 15th & lone Black See Brant wes obsorved on
Unit I We observed him rapeateafy at close range both in flight
and at rest, This is the first time since Harch %rd 1953 that
this speciss has been recorded on the refuges e remained several
days and then apparently left this aree,

¢s Shorebirds, Culls and Terns

ela etﬂtg nagted in the;.r eusuo BEY mEmberss

zhing Culls (6), were obsorved early in iey on &
nesting 151&&& alon ong the west shore of the sea which is now in-
cluded in the refuge lesse. Thres nesta were noted.

% ian Terns wmade use of the nesting island. There
wepe 23 nests w egss and two young yregent, Success was
nat noted since further zround observetions were not made due %o

seesible dlsturbance,

Gull-billed Te were seen throughout the period, but
t5 the best of our knowledge there was no attempt made to nests

de Waber and Yargh Birds

Thers were govoral uoteworthy oocurances during the
Psr:led one of whieh wes the aprearance June 27th of 3 Roseste
1b1lls on the fresh water dolts of Trifolium #1 drein, On
;. ware seéen and on June 20th a total of 5 were [rosent.

¥ary poople will bo pleased to lesrn of the establigh-

mont of whet we hope will turn out do be & permanent nogting ocolonmy
of %i%e-?‘aﬂeé Tvle this years In 195, there wes an unsuccessful
nesting yalrs, 2gein in 1955 Two pair failed.

{?wmf;hst o4k, a trip wes rodo out on the Kew River Delta

eee if yesr 1956 held any charm. There wes much enthusiasm

ggmmted with the dlscovery of 28 nests with 5 young nnd 1; epps.
A total of 1) of the youngsters wsre banded on this date with an-

other 7 being berded on Aupust 15tk,

¥ood Ibis, (15), were observed for the first time om
June 6th, They continuad to arrive until over 1000 were noted on
an serial au,rvey cemsus oonducted August 7-8,

%gor“aante! crots, Common Pzrets, and Blaclke-
% erons nestod %h HLmbers oomparable tO [revious yeerss

of the nastl inza ward bandsd, tedbulationg for which are
iigted under “Banding".
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The Yhite Pelicen colony attemrted {unsuocessful) to
nest this year. X trip to the island early im ia; disclosed 2l
nests with e total of 65 egge and 10 chiocks. The nests were
situatod at the waters edge and later obssrvations showed them
destroyed as a result of wave action. Rxtreme orowding on the
island may have been a factor also,

2, Digeaga

There was no verifiod evidence of disesse in Migratory
Birds during the period. lHowever, several dead and dying Blacke
nacked Stilta, Cormon and Snowy Fgrets, and MNourning doves were
esen on Tract €, Unit I and along the sea fronts. Fleld symptoms
sugrest botulism affected the few which died,

Bbuleted below are tha spesies and numbers bsnded for
the perlod:

Moy June July August Totsl

Pintail Gl0 910
Redhead 2 2
Fulvous Tree Duck é 10 16
- ¥allard 5 5
Green-winged teal 3 3
Cinpamon teal 1 1 2
Coot 1 1
Snowy Fgrets 100 92 9 201
Cormon Egrets 8 29 37
Blacke-crowmed Hight Heron 15 L 2 21
Cormorants 2l 7 1
thite-faced Ibis Ls ge
Total 1379

e Food and Cover

Waterfowl, upon arrivel, made immedinte use of the wild
millet in the fresh water areas of the refuge Unite. It is feared
that overall success of the banding progrem rmay be effected as
the result of the abundance of this food,

A heavy productlon of charas hag been noted in several of
the fresh water areas. By the end of the period Coots had astarted
to make heavy vtilizetion of this submergent,

B. Upland Game Birds

Mourning Doves apprear to be as plentiful as in previous years,
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Mo concontr-ted effort was mede to effest s banding program due
%o a heavy werk load. IHowever, there were 28 nestlings of the
®groy speedsters” banded. It is regretable that s muiber of
greund nesls were destroyed as = result of the entensive farming
progran sonducted on the refuge.

Ganbel's fuail No viaihle chenge in stetus evident. On
Thur sday June 'p'r.‘*:}m drilling wild millet on Tract €, Unit T,
a nest wng noted on a centour with a deposit of 1l eggs. Upom
esmpletion of the drilling the land wes flooded soon after which
the witer =ade & point %o revigit the site. There, calmly sit-
bing on her uest with the water larping inches awny, sat the hen.

Ringenccked Pheasanteg noted in the rrevious report continued
4o uge the ares west of subenendcunréers. On June 30th 4 three-
weok-0ld chieks were observed naarhy.
C, Q‘ﬁ?@!‘ Birds
Ravens (2), were smen near the Pumlce area omn June 3rde

4 lone Dugk Hawk was noted on Tract 3, Unit I on June 29th.

Blackebellied Plover (7), were observed August 10th on Unit A.

A pair of Aghethroated F xoe.tchers with 2 young were seen on
Trifolium 13 canal on August Slste

i N Ani:m 18

Ho shange in status. On Phursday July 12th a coyote was seen
crogsing the road north of headquarters. Tvidencs indloated a
erogsing polnt for him or some of his brethern.

ﬁ. Fish

Following is a corpllation of material from several news
releases in the Brewley News: "Twenty corvima, including one
weighing 16 pounds 9 cunces, have recently been netted at Saltor
Ses by a Stete Fish and Game Resoarch orews Rapid zrowth in the
Salton fSes wus Indicated by the fret that the ’big fellow wms
only thrge years old, while the one year old fish avsrage 3 pounds.

Sut of 35 differont specles introduced into the Sea from 1548
through 1951 only the corvina and the little gulf orcaker are
tnown to have lived and reproduced,

On June 2ith 1556 Richard Easton of Westmorland, California
becars the first person to make 8 verified hook-and-line catch of
an ocean corvima from the 8alton Sea, Tis history - making catoh
weg made at the mouth of Salton Creek using shrimp for balt.
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Yre HeA, Chemnitzer of Redonds Besch, Californla took the second
gpeoimen on Juns 28th uslng a bass plug for a lure and landed
another using shrimp on July Lth. The first two fish weighed
Just under cune pound and the third weighed approximmtely two
pounds. Bislorists claim that 1t is entirely possible for good
sport fishing to develop on the Se« in the near future.

On Tednesdey July 18th the west levee of Remer lake, near
Calipetrin, broke ellowing an estimeted 550 to 600 acre feet of
water to escapes 31he bresk, LO fect wide ond 12 feet deep, was
not detected until eerly Thursday morning when fighermen diseovered
1%, It wms first fearod that many fish were lost, but Ray Knight,
manager of the refuge, later said thet the mmber probably would
not be ng lurge as some observers thought, It wee sprarently
oauscd by ruskrats boring holes in the levee. *

TITI ROFUGE DEVFLOPYENT AND MAIRTELANCE

Ao PhxgigalAngelopments

l. Cultivsted Crops
Unit I

A1 barley orops (mariout) mentioned in the previous report
eontinued growth until the first part of May when irrigation wme
discontinuedes Jome 150 aores of meture darley is ready for fall
€lirhtg of birdse

Tavoughout the reriod attention was foocused on the ;ro-
duotion of fresh water habitat supporting cattails and wild millet
ororas Some 760 mcres was rlowed, levelsd, seaded and concrete
srop bores installed in the contour borders,

- At the end of the period & good crop was maturing at Tracts
¢, B, 2nd 9. Tracts A, B, and 3 falled to produce satisfactory
erops of either cattells or wild millet, however water impoundment
was oonbimed to further the leaching process,

Congiderable progress was made on preparation of land for
fall « winter greon barley cropse Tracts 5, 6, 18, 19 and 26
were deep tilled, hendditches rebuilt and brush and weeds removed
%Ohﬂniﬂllyo

Peoposals includet Aoras
¥ature Barley (¥ariout) 150
Wild Millet - Cattalls 700
@reen barley (Hanschen) 240

. S0

Total 1110
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Buit 11
AR P

Ag in Unit I the barley grein crop (meriout), consisting
of some 260 noree, was matured by early May. The orop will remain
gtanding, unhsrvested on the stalk for the birds use this fall and
winter,

Considersble growths of sunflowers {Heliantlella), Russian
thistle (Salsola), shadscale (Atrirlex), and litler weed (Bassia)
peraisted and developed in grain flelds after irrigation of barley
was discontinued. The rossibility of orop rolatisn offered a few
years back when the ground wnter table wns much lower is no longer
pPesent, Sometime in the future it might be necassary to look to
chexnlosl woed killers to suppress these swmer weeds.

Tyagts L, 5, 7 and 1}, (260 Acres) were developed, contour =
bardered and seeded to a catiail - wlld millet crops Troduction
and leaching have been satisfactory and at this writing blackbirds
and ducks zre making full use of the areas,

Practs %, 6 and 8 (260 Acres) where green barlay (lanschen),
will be planted oarly next period are nenring eomplete yrepsration
after headditch, deep tillage, landrlana, ete.

Proposed developments call for the following crops:

Acres
#ature barley (Mariout) 260
¥114 Millet - Cattails 260
‘Green berley (Hangohen) 260
Potal 780

Unit A

Some 200 mores of this new lsnd were contour-bordsred and
slaged under wild millet ~ eatitaill production,

2« Improvements and Develoments

The program of general strusture maintenance work, roads,
buildings, etec waeg continued,

Tnlt A received most of the new developments. In additlon
$o the 200 ~ 0dd secres formerly used by the State Fish and Geme
Department gome 50 serss in the SE: of the a® of Section 19 were
developeds, It was necessary to take water west across county
road Y to the west {highest point) of the tract. TMespite the
fect that two 1B inch drain pipes wore installed where the Service
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ditch crossed road there has been objeetion voiced on the part
of neighboring landowners who feer the ditoh will obstruot flood-

waters.

At Unit B, noquisition by lease of some 380 acres in the
former Shtate Figh and Game Deyartmonts holdings wes not nogotiated
and the parcel of land continues to lle idle, Alimli penetration
and surfoce rise hes been gulte had this surmer and 1% is now
possible that leaching should precsed cropring,

IV ECOHWIC UET8

Ay Daying and Grazing
Yo metivities under this heading,

V. PUBLIC RELATIONS

A+ Reoreatiomal Uses

Several rockhound grouns and photographers vislted the purioe

aid obpidien hills at Unit II.

A fow bird watchers passing through the generel area stopped
in and mede brief exoursiong over refuge units. Otherwisze the
resreational uses of thils refuge were nil,

Be Refupre Vigltors

Fxmo Dete

Er. & Yrg, Yonneth Pigher 6/13

bre Loo Yon mld 6/e0

¥r. Orahanm Blrore 7/21

Er. ¥, Anderson 8/27-30
Hr., Ry Clahn & /1-8,9/5~6
He. A ¥, Elder 9@

Ds DBefuge Particivetion

Identifiontion Furpose

Holtvills, Calif, Photograrhy
R0y = Auditor Ingpection

I.V. County Roads Brldge job
inspection

Asgt. Refuge Supvs Inspection
Filot=Plologigt  Census-survey

Gane Agent, L.A, Contact

University of Southern California researchers conferred
Polative to aquatic rlants we have Introduced indo the Selton Ses
ond adjacent estuariss. Although there has been no evidence of
suesess with any of the seversl specles introduced these men
shewed oonslderable interest in the atlempts that have heen made

o date.
oo s ol wes
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A small, 110-V Homelite sleciric generator was loaned to the
loeal 7,8, Nepartment of Agrleulture Southwestern Field Fxperiment
Station for use in overating & bird frightening device. Approx-
imately two acres of specially grown flax was protected from House
finehes and Redwings for two monthe. The device congists of
garallel overhead wires spaced with Li~inch glaes insulators.
Gonstant eloctrleal sparks, snapping end even shooking when cone
tactod eliminated all nulgance bird spacles during critionl seed
developnent of the specially eultured orope P11l detailg of the
frightening device are ontlined in the Agronomy Jourmal, Vole 431
130-141, 1956, B

-.-‘&wp-

The refuge cannon net, used for special waterfowl banding
projects, waas loanad to Blologlat Ade 7ajene for coot banding
operations in the Central Valley of California.

..‘-Q-‘—-

Sur-lus property items soguired at Camp Pendleton were brought
in and stored for futurs transfer to MelNery end Columble Refugzes.

- o w wlls w » -

Surplus property ltems were obtained at March and Norton Alr
Porce Base and shipred to Fort Teck Rofuge to ageist in outfitting
shops at that stetlon.

Bkrlj in the period the Columbia Tumigation Compeny of 8an Diego,
under fedorel and state agrioulturs men vompleted the job of bullding
fumigetion which had been started during the previcus periods

As a result of fumigation some 50 sacke of Tild ¥illet, 10 sacks
of Sudengrass and 60 sscks of certified barley seed wore damaged
by killing the sesd perme

Considerable incornvenience, loss of tims, and the expense of
goed dsmagod were main objeotions to the operations The contractors
loft & trail of debris, dug up wooden cement forms around one
building and bent alumimm roofing on headquarters siructures.

E. Violations

Only wilalife violations during the pericd consisted of geverel
entrances by ‘coon hunters in Unitg I and Il. In June hunters with
$heir dogs entered Tnlt IT and removed one of the sntrance gates
and made off with posts, sign, two looks and all.

&
2
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In July four men from El Centro and loltville were apprehended
at Red Fill, Unit IT with several dogs hunting raccoons on the
refuge.

PR s N
VI APPLIED REIRARCH

¥y, Buess is carrying out an experiment with the type duck
trap used on the rafuge. {Ada:tation of Ohlo Phoasant trap)s
Purpose of the experimsnt is to determine if mere than the ugual
4wo openinzs will net more pintail ducks during trapring operations.

Ome trep has been set up with gix throats or openlngs for comparipons

oo o ol o o=

¥aterfowl retrap data is belng obtalned and tabulated in response
0 roquests from Patuxent Reseurch Refuge, laurel, ¥d,

A survey aof fresh water outlets and draing entoring the Salten
5¢8 wog meds inm June to determine 1f any unkmown important watere
fowl plants exist in that sestion sf the aren, Usual growths of
¥idgeongrass (Rupple), ¥orned pondweed (Zanichsellia) and Southern
Heaid {lajas) wora found. OJne plant which might produce some 866G
orap without cultivetion apound freshwnter inlots is o gpocles of
mnriweod looated In soattered olumps slong Selton Ses in Coachella
g&.lié}'o

» o malle o« e
Yil OTHER ITESS
Twe new suits, claiming more then $ 68,000 for damages from
rising weters of Selton See have been filed against the Comchella
¥alley and Imperial Irrigation District.
¥r. & ¥rs. Willien Kortsley owners of lots at Desert Peach
resr Mecea, in Riverside County filed claim for § 4,000 in damages.
Klinking%ou also owners of lots et Desert Beach.

Total claimg of this nature now on the books amount to gome~

.-n-ﬁ-vh—

los Angelos Times Newswrlter Jack Curnow in bis colunm "Fish "N®
Seme™ warned hunters August 10%h......" heavy spraying for aphis in
the VYalley is esuaing lot of concern because many dead doves belng
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- found in the fi6lds..ss?hile the doves mren't exactly plentiful

in the Valley yet, the spray might efrect the influx flying into
Imperial srem.

™is spray hagard unioubtedly will be throughly checked by
Department of Figh and Game persornel and 1f there's any danger
Yo hunters eating affected birds, warning will be given in plenty
of time®, (Mem-m-z-m, we wonder....has amyone ochecked the bird's
diet latolyl),

.---O.---

. SBugar boet curleybop virus, carriasd by leaf hoppers is drawing
sonsiderable local attention. This year sgriculturalists ond beot
growors oarried out m sizeabls publiclty ocampeign to conirol all
roadside woeds which are lkmown hisgts to the leafl hopper. Hundreds
of ecres over the Valley were sprayed with inseeticldes.

He requests were made for coutrol on refuge lands but it could
becore of suffloent importance in adjacent flelds that pressure
might bs brought t» bear,

e s o oo

The sroclal order, granting 'nlinited shooting of widgeon
over agricultural areas in Imperial Valley ended March 31, 1956,
Twe vital statistics gethered by Californis Pigh and Game Deperte
mont 2t thelr checking station in the Bravley Chamber of Commerce
are &3 follows:

Permits granted tn cportsmen 78
Widgeon killed 22
Long Alctanes calls (inguiries) 16ﬁ
Local ¢alls (inguiries) 5l
Furmors rerorted damages during year, 19
Farmers reported damage after speclal

srder bocoms sffective. 9

- o allo - =e

The complex sult to deteruine rights to Colorado Eiver water
esnbinued in San Francisco. Anong other things 78-year old Arizons
waber ongineer Relph I, Meeker testificd against Califoruia and
submitted a seven-ycar report in which he charged Imperial Valley
with "westing weter into the Salton Sea",

On the home fyont there was storm clouds, One water engineer
with the los Angeles Wutor Department cormented recently on
f=pending eity water shortages. Recalling the history of water
werkz he dvelled on vayous aspects and ghortages sand the remidies
uged In the paste Owens Valley acquisition, resources taken over,



(1)

lakes, reservoirs, wells were all poinbted oute In conclusion the
speaker allowed ag how Los .ngeles County might even conseiveably
buy tho Imperial Valleye-we-wlocl, stock and irrigation water rightsl

Yeanuwhile we undergtand that all Arigona cars returning from
vagaticns in California are belng stopped before orcssing the line
and thelr radiators dralzed to maintain Celiforais®s drinking water

supplyl
q---otbv--v-

Approved:
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INSTRUCTIONS
Form NR-2 - UPLAND GAME BIRDS,#
(1) SPECIES: Use correct common name,

(2) DENSITY: Applies particularly to those species considered in removal programs (public
hunts, etc.). Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited
numbers, Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This
information is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted, this
information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in the area
of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish the desired
information but not so much as to obscure the general picture. Examples: spruce
swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, short
grass prairie, etc, Standard type symbols listed in Wildlife Management Series
No. 7 should be used where possible. Figures submitted should be based on actual
observations and counts on representative sample areas. Survey method used and
size of sample area or areas should be indicated under Remarks.

(3) YOUNG PRODUCED: Estimated number of young produced, based upon observations and actual counts
in representative breeding habitat.

(4) SEX RATIO: This column applies primarily to wild turkey, pheasants, etc. Include data on
obher species if available,

(5) REMOVALS: Indicate total number in each category removed during the report period.

(6) TOTAL: Estimated total number using the refuge during the report vrnwom. This may

include resident birds plus those migrating into the refuge during certain seasons,

(7) REMARKS: Indicate method used to determine population and area covered in survey. Also
include other pertinent information not specifically requested.

# Only columns applicable to the period covered should be used.

1613
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Salton Ses has dropred almost cne foct this suirer.
Twro markers in left foreground indiccte high water points

in 1954 and 1955.

A number of sick and dezd birds were found during
the period.




Nestling ilovrning doves in Athel trece. Some 28
were banded cn the rcfrge bringing totel to 540
taged thus far.

Sene .

‘ e ] W 20N>

Pair of MNocking birds wh:ich renested at headquarters
in August. Dally mote entered rest, spresd cnc wing and
sheltered other from hot sun.




Aerial view of heron, egret, ibis and cormorant
nests in submerged trees in Salton Sea.
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Nestling Glossy Ibllo Some L8 of these were
bandedythe first at Salton Sea.




e

South end nesting

[o1s] lony °
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1379 ducks were trapped and banded by refuge
personuel during Auguste

Refuge Manager (Asst.) Nuess examines Caspain Tern
egg found in nest on small islands in June,

White Pelicans nested but young failed to survive
as wag the case last year.




[

Cperator Carl Ford repaliring vashed ovt contour dile
at Treet 2 Unit I. Numerous similar braocks slowed down
initial flooding work.

Hessrg lcFarland and Stewart spreading cattail seeds in
Tract 9 Unit I contoured area.




Tract 9, Unit I at time of first flooding.

Same as above showing Wild-millet crop with
understory of Cattailse




Before - East edge Unit A as acquired following
lease by State.

AT

After - Same area as above,




West portion of Unit A as relinquished by Califernia
Fish and Gane last year.

7% SRR ~
v v ™
Gl

Sane as above showing wild millet, bulrush and
catteil growths after reclaimed by the Service,.




THEPTYYTYTY

- - e

—— A " T G - - St >y
. i

Unit A showing situation of newly leased and
reclaimed landse.

passerine bird scaring device in use at USDA,
Brawley experiment station. DParallel galvanized
wires on poles continuously snap and sparke.




Five-ton Autocar truck-tractor which
was retired Juring the period.

Tord truck, with durp bed removed, will replace old
Auvtoccr truck for equipment transportation.
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