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I OFMERAL CONDIfIONS
As  Hoather Conditions

Thds spving was the winddest and coolest of axy cinge
rooords Nave besh kopt in the walley. On 1 days in lay the wind
%l;ﬁlu@m&% for the entlre Zhour day,

Froguens gusts rose well above the 25 nllemanehowr mark. Windy
sﬁi&s are the rule he:‘e, bat i‘a was the ¢onsicbency of the foree
of the winds whieh ghatbtered all ?W;

Altbhoagh these *iaés ae?% %he t@wmm Jown and de=
liﬁé @é eaalng of the Lurning sumwer, they caused oonsidorable
% By g Belons, toaglaz windrows of hay, welarding

et : ef young cotben plante to the cxtent thet enbire fields
2% ' wﬁxéﬁw&! and relsing hob In poneral with

P somenadides %f Em’ie? aaé wm were frequently
M%%%%%%?‘i% aias éaa%; &dﬂx i:s %htéi&ag and desveir

& iie ipavel to and froa the 'ﬂ’ﬁ g %qaﬁzﬂy
| by swéaﬁe@u, ﬂn ‘%y 15 trawsl ;:'w. 3:3 Loy '&a M@

Jlé V;uzyuiml

W%M%&&% p@émﬂlw&aaﬂw,
axd seople powred out of the !m&i ﬁg&%@a on the Joubles The
Bravley papar reporbed ¢ae Jiymwes, wonnd w86 128 the misiole
of fall :Jém:%:ni‘ruﬁ*a_fﬁnw% hrd In $he theater as

it headed for Gtho oxits, BShe sufferod & swalned anllo pefore

i

ahe ooculd pet goimg apeinm.
of ‘be Selephone o’fics 1ib up 1ike s pinbe
poople im;ﬁiﬁa sbout relatives,

: hroushows fuly and %uguai wes the lot of
the e:‘i%imam of vn'.'.let: and ae lash vear o mpsboy of citizens
hers and in the lexioall ‘Ja.llcy SuSL +bed to heat sropiration
and pamstroke,

Polloving 1s the westliel %a. 5 The p@r:!.o& a8 beken fx-'a:%
reoords of the Bl Centio Haval Air Latdon ab B} Contro, Celiforala,

&% *5%%9 looal bwﬂab




BAYR OF WIND
?’%%ﬁ‘i*ﬁﬁ i m 2“} 13;;'11
v 7
0 3
Troces o
kagaet 1022 w® . X

all during ‘&he "‘wﬂ&"ﬁdo
g *mmy had e dust
1les ey, reecrded 8 lisht shower.

in swrrovadlig

ixito L goubinies 1ts steady olish, rising 1,25 fool
pe "&.ﬂi July 1, 1552 o wuly 1, 1;*;3. Hatur level dropped
Yory s.%la this gumaw, norselly the bime whon evaporation oaxoeods
the irrigation Inflow,

Bush of the rdse, we think, repo; tad!y prugsed by nethnda
a;%xlmtgaﬁism ai’ lurge gﬁ%’ﬁ@m soreazes srowm in the %llev ginoe
L 3 an spgroxla e 00 sores in %%%}, “Hhre aoremge of sotbon
baw inoroesl 0 %&gg&r. ke orop resulis in large
sgunts of rub-oll wwbor during the sumer months. ‘lier fastors
ottt Jm'éihg %o the risa are ingreased need for irrisation water,
additions} ¢ eien’ and inorested ¢fficlenay of draimege systems

hers and 1n Coeoholls Valley,
1,19, enpinsers sxpect & continued rise for s mumber of

g«ﬂ‘h e rise bo s 48 wery diffieult Yo estimete, Thay
iet the msuy for Qstabliam drainaze in%o the sen for
150,000 sores of ka% ia Sade %ﬁfﬁﬂﬁnﬁ Zaxico and the need to
PEEIYE ard #81Ly breught {n from the Colorade Rver as ressong
for the sntloipated rise,

fhe lebpiot czuin denied tmt more water than necossary
16 diverted frae the Colorado in order o ewtablieh river water
Fights end to gemerute additlons] slectric power, —
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Bolow ig & table showing the level of the Sea for the
Periodr ey 31, 1952 thru July 1, 1953.

BLEVATION OF SALTOK SEA

My, 31 Jan,

Jume 30 Feva 28 «237.20  ~236,20
Mg, 1 arer 3 237,25 ~235.95
SBept. 2 April 30 5370 835,90
Sot, 1 "Ry «257.45 -
Sty 31 June 1 w257 .30 ~0%84,00
Bees I Julyl | “Z57.05 835,95
Bogs 32 «236,60

& Fres

s #lres dwring ithe pericd.

M%%MW%%@%%%
begiming of the periods The porulation remined low during most
of the bot sumer months untl] the mlddle of dugust whem the mmd
%%MWM&%?MZIWM%Mﬁs&
Howt of the blrds were obéeryed ir the water sreis within el
Be Uil I of the refuge aiss!wu;éh aome Pintails wers to Bo found
uenrby leagh fields, On fuguet 26 an aerial survey of the ?&ug:u
wds with Pllobbisleriet ¢ in the Service plane No. 720,
result of wmbarfow]l cenmis shosks are as followst




WATSAFORL, OF REFUGE WATRRFORL OUTSIDE OF
| BALION B¢ REFIOE (LEACH AREAS)

5

Totml observed in v‘-llw eosssseesses 2030

Prom the above figures it is evident that over half, 57%,
of the ducks in the Valley were in and immediately adjacent to the
refuge wmite at the time, We estimated that & total of 3080 acres
of land wore belng leashed througheut the Vallay. These leach arems
sorve as fulr substitutes for matural habiiwt,

Obporvations of other birds during the flight disclosed

Wﬁs of Blackensoked St4lty inhabiting lemch areas soattered
wehout the Valley. Considerable mmbers of other birds such ae

pobs, medwlis, dowltchere, and Wood Ibis also glean their food
frem these ATeas,

A mere bandfull of dueks were seen on State areas mest of
which were dry or barren.

8. Gsose aud Swans

Goose 0190 had left well Lefore ay altheuzh 3 Camade Gees
saably eripples, were sosn on July 21. On August 7, mmama
Coose was seen in company with a Canada Goose in the nl’c water ares Of
Irkot 6, Unit 1. These were mresuwmed 40 be oripples. - Lesser Snow

‘0580 1ed & BETY chase through the “ipndecks” bLefore heiﬁg esp'hn‘a

SaEY Dunioeit1l, on June 2, The bird later was able to fly fro:

?ﬁ#% Beadquarters and has 1ot been geen since.

3. Dugks

Shev ‘1lorg were the lagt species of u:y eppreoizble mmber

' s A% the becimning of the period approximately

806 were here, but shortly thereafter mmbers dwindled te but a few which
before June, There scemed %o bo a looge form of eqmgau;;m
batwoen individuel Shovellers and the %ilsen's ‘halerep.

Ons dusk wag upually noccmpanied by L %0 5, sometimes more and sometLinen

leoe; of the smmaller Lirds which spun about feeding on aquatic organians

Surnied up by the Bill of the Shoveller as it swam shead busily stirring

the mud and water for greater items of food,

A gmall flogk of 15-20 Redheeds, mostly males, were seen Woug,h-
out moat of the sumer, in that pﬁ?ﬁ‘é‘ s water wideh has enerached
:gea the former froesh water Trast of the refuse west of Red Hill in Unit

L 4



b

A fow Duddy Dugks remained throughout the sumer, end s
fow broods were seca; however, as these birds tended to remin in
these water areas heavily overgrewn with salt eeder, it is an all
h% ible sask %o utimto population, About the middle of

dnrfuhﬁ% inoredged steadily until & peak of 2,000 was
ng the first week in ﬂ:avusﬁ. This mumber then declined
wﬁl by September 1 only 150 were hers.

, The time of late swmwmer influx of Pinteils was slmilar in
mudas with lagt years rosords. Three were obgerved on July 31; ons
woek later the musher had swelled to 200, After thet the populabien
jmpegé sonsideradly until a pesk figure of 7,000 wus reashed August
&+ i week later this drop to 1,000, although some of tie birds
spread out fyrom bhe lenoh fields, The bulldeup in
midetugust and later d ina coincides with the behavior of last year.

Ten) arrived at about the fa.u time as Pintails
aleh% t%up was rather insignificuth A peak of 00 was resched
Mugust, Fumbers drorped to 100 towards the end of the period.

' A small mmber of (75) Groenswinged Teal put in their appear-
ance ia late iugust ms did é0 Bnldgntos and 15 Shovellers.

Fulvous Tree Duoks arrived Hay 5 wiun l; were seon. They
did not soem to be as &m&at as lasgt year although 113 were oounted
in on the leash field along Highway 99 midway between Westmorland and
Vendells Corner. CE Juns 17 we looated twp nests, one sontainisg 12
Qg%aaaétheeths'lh,whuomnngu of the salt osdar-
tall marsh north of Unit I, 4 later visit revealsd Loth nests

od with 17 o%s floating nearby. Another nest olose by was.
varb destroyed, and 7 broken egis eomtainins festhered ebrjos fleated
on the water in the Iimediate vioinity. 4s bhese nests were on the
exposed southeast edge of the open waber, the theery is held that high
winds oreated wave aotlon which waghed over the nests. Droods were
sesn in mid and late Auguet,

Bandins opsrations began August 20 in Unit I, and by iugust
%1, 13%0 Pintails had been banded, A lone Yulvous Tree Duok and uwertl
North Fhalarepes whioh entered the trap were alsc banded. “anding dats
disclosed & ratio of 6 Adult Males: 5 Dmmture kialeg: 1 Adult Fammle:
1.5 fmewture Fanale,

3. Daeass
il ttle slokness wag noted outside of a sick sandpiper seen

in Unit I August 12 and & siek, immature Snowy Ggret, (whieh later died),
. ploked up in the lower MumiceUnit of the State Publie Shooting Greunda.



L

Lo  Vater and Margh Birds

On Hay 12 & trip was mado to the Pelican negting islands,
aloug the southwest shore of tiie sen, to sheck on pesting of these
birde, There were no birds %o be seen in the visinity, and an exanin-
ation of the teland revealed oggs smaghed or addleds As this island
&tlmh@t ebove water of only two feet, we surmised that

5 wind~whipped waves weghed eompletely over the nests, i later

from the shore neardy on Jume 3, o determine if there was a
ro—nwbmg attempt, ylelded » nezetive answere. Ye 444 mote wamy Gulle
Billed Terns with nests.

n June 5 we eonducted Boger T, Peterson, noted Amerlosn
eraithologist, and Jemes Plgher, famous British ormitholezist, to the
ieland by boat, It was discovered that almost al)l of the ezce of the
Gullebilledforns were destroyed by having small holes pleked in them,
Only one Term shick was found, 4 few Cagpisn Tern egge were found,
bu'h maﬁt ull wr'e inteot ag were 3tilt nests oontaining 3 to 5 ezge.

nest with 2 eggs was found. Five decapitated Gull-

bﬂleé ‘i‘m wero algo feund. 4 careful ge?utiw of the island ylelded
fresh coon tragks, It wes ooncluded that "Brer Geem killed the ndults,
and that Onsplan Terns were responsible for destroying the egcs, (espeel-
ally ag Lo gcon would not have been seleative.) remaing of &

r of Pelioan ¢gge were algo found. 7ith Hessers. Peterson and
Fisher we oareful W overy sguare vard of the timy island, Dats
obtaingd ie as foll

Egots Adulty
Sne unbroken egg 3 Degapitated 5
One brokes egg e
2ws unbroken eg: 18
™w eggs, one broken 10
Mo troken egss é2
Three unbrokes egis 1
Thres broken egss 2
%;;cocp %_&-
Easts
(ne unbroken ggg 5
tvo broven sons 4
ggio LX) i [ X ] g

* Pound out of nest,
€ns unldentified live young.
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m&%tm;ﬂﬁwmm&wﬁmwh
of the River on 26 to band herons, Many of the Great Slue Herous
oggs were hatohed, ond gmag were !anmre‘ Host egrets, bOGh Ameriean
&84 Onowy, &6y well as the od Fight mm aﬁlm
s SAE Randing oreratiSns wers a1 ,.'* suic, 1 negesaary te
é?éﬂ%obea% into denso thiokets of dead x o reach the nesbe.
Gars wore useless as punt poles in the mucky s A wmter depth of
Beé £, precluded amy wading, and uge of the motor wes hampered oomsider-
%m&mﬁw anags and grfowth ef dal_é trees. Ia spibe of this 2
ggg 8 Plackesrowmed ¥ight Herons were banded
deﬂgﬁﬂsw&ﬁo mtﬂamcduqbemhek Turing
Yoo nerial squsus of t* > 1% ;gﬂod that neoting was still golng
&, but glrong winde 4 not permit & oloser look,
Appeucisately 300 newts méi up the solomy.

Phe Pret Nood wag & 'iiamgon&arnofwtt
&5 Juns 6 and eoon trompas” soen throughout much of the
gllq*. i floek of B,000 were ébameé ia an irrigated fleld near
i gheay 111 south of Flland on Awguet lie The serial count of August
PS furned up an estimated 5,000 birds, Prefirred habitat on the Refuge
w%m%ﬁ:%w&%iﬁ%%ww Some birds
wore 508 with garp 10 %o 12 inches long,

Ayoogts, resent orly in low mu-s throughout m of the
m?eee%éeé d ax wﬁ&#@%@

choul e OUTEers

a tad Flovers sani 5 Blagkebellied Plovers
y 668 1B the M TTe "It on August Se

c Towrna were comnon throughout the gwmer, :ad an
0 <k fﬂ ws noted,

Apogt 50 ‘?ﬂﬂﬁevfeesl Cloggy Ibis remined here for thesumamer,
s logt gumigr, many Slagk-nested tilts and Killdeors nested

o5 the rofuge and nearby areas, Ihe Tormer rivel the TILlet for vooif-
Lrousnegs .

WH1llets were soon near the mouth of Trifolium 13
T%itl«f‘uly 31, bu’sdI edbex‘oroehamkm over,
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gver sone 20 aeres of se Hﬂﬁ‘ Lo ’ ? ; 1l in 33&%: 1z
& started to produce agod; however, ﬁith the uoning of hot weather
growth goon eemsed and plants dled or beckme dormant,

. Parine fugast, we noticed m%&edm&agaf sam
groving in some of & n canale, ba%ﬁtkman%ﬁ

Cme w and forty acres (11,0), twaot 8 of Unit I,
seeded to wild millet, and at the time of thiag writing pintells, tal,
sud tree duoks are miing use of the arop, %gme cattalle sre elso
seming up in the treet and should furnish goces foud this winter,

A good srop of sorewboans, w@r”.mgrmemﬁm
%&é&yﬂllfwﬂﬁmm“ N

By the aning of the period nesting wes in full ewing.
Moaguite and Athel proved to be the prefered arboreal nesting
$%er with salt oodar uped but very little, 0 noidersble pround
ST ie eaeas'e& apd goms Bests were found in bare flelds dewid of

attenpt v made to dotarmine nesting success of doves
aﬁiaémﬁthelgaﬂ&ﬂﬁhamﬁ&wﬁmofﬂmt I, hetewisgtétéz.
prets of obher Sutien, 1t hed €2 be piven up, However, out of a tetsl
&f 28 nesty oontaining @gﬁ&,ﬁ}&wsmﬁ;ﬁh‘nﬁ%emﬁ%
sugoess per neet ig i.é bir Ten of nects produsel Hwo young
able o fly) four comteined ons sble to flys while egss and youxy in
fourteon nests were destroyoed either by the stromg spring winds or other
Sused-={roadrunuers (1) ) Iloven other nesic either destroyed before
#gk laylng or else were axoluded rra%: the totel of 28 bessugs two weeks
had elapsed fram the bime we found : and were able to revisit the
nests, Ta the fubure it is hoped £ bime will allow & much more
eemplete ¢ sinoe Imperial Vauq is one of the better dove-producing
areas 4n gout Ee.}.ifemﬁ.s.. 144t}e work hag been done for thds bird

bare, and ke Topsy, they "Jest growst

The dove banding rogren also suffered from lack of tine
altheugh 36 wure banded, this inoludes 31 nestlincs. This trings the
medber of banded doves this year to 320,

On June I & dend, immburs bird was found morth of Wesb~
morlands Dmaminstion diselosed it hed beem shot, _



A hemting seagon of 0 dl.y; enoompesging all of Septeder
h&t beon cchfhlisheé for the and %hita-vined Boves for
{s 10 of oach or in the aggc@%e. A eonsidem’ale mzmber of nestlings
:? suffer or perish this censon.

wpalts quil
ﬁM#WI%W%W,‘ and it is not

doo wascanon $o dee pairs without younze £ covey of Hhrsowwesk old
Wards was scen s late a5 August 20,

i géavé soveral $housand Clifr Swallows were flying
sbous the flelds in Unit I, Py July D5 thelr mmbers inereased o
Wwﬁmwmwhwuef?ﬂt I, A Pow
= 3wallows were aimon: them, The mrbers éeulinﬂd
t Y we saw but & few thougan', The neab week we

'b% agg wag found in an ibertts Towhoe nest
az;a w0 Iaiar birds socned a bit bewildered by
$his aebion and ?&esgé &ﬁw‘h the nest with gome dismay, : sheok of

the %gt 'y fw gge laber revecled the nsst intect ‘bt a1l thres
£60.9y t II Eingbirds nested in a refuge sign along Z-Road,
méwﬁ aspapantly bested the metal franowork to unbearsble
degross rosulting in ne sugcese,

Sests were i‘eﬁmé of the falluwing spai&sx Grisul ﬁrulur

%mamazﬁ%aﬂwmmwﬁﬁiehgim

same $mdication of the heat Yo oh this Valley 1a subjecbed during
%hc summer, 1 readrumer which had flowm iuta‘iie slde of a plokup
W wz%%e:rily rhimed wag retrisved and banded before 1t was
#ol s ploture g takea. Afber release, 1t ran to %he top of
sne of the fleld borders where it stopped, clucking softily and Jaunblly
ite tall, Indemvoriaz to get ags%h@ rieturs, the assiat&n'b
Baaeger triel to drew mear to he bird, but ib dropped dows Lo the
%@ of the esuniour aud ran ;m'ralhl uiamg the bases The assiet&n‘b
pager kept pace for a few :mna ﬁheaz ducked Yow and souttl:d aheed
of the Bird s fow yards and gto Beay the top of the conbour to fuge
in the direotion from whigh the brd was approsshing.
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A% thie time, the bird came %o the top of the countour, but upon apying
the man, dropped quiokly to the dottom of the contour onece more and
started running along 1ts bage again with the assistont mammger keepling
pade. As befors, the mansuver of the men to get the pleture wes
uneucsessful, After four similar attempts, the bird, instead of dropping
down on the far side of the eontour deseended to where the asgsistaut
uaizr wae squatted with hig baek to the sun. It came direstly to him,
was foroed to move baokwarde & few feet 8o he eould keep the bdird

within minimum osmera range, But the bird quiokly ran %o whers he wae
squetted and stopped direotly under him in his sheadow with bill wide

open panting. Anm abtbempt was made to gresp the bird with the intention
of taklng it to some shade, but then the bird ran arcund his right leg,
and omme underneath him agsin from the rear., After we took the ploture
of this scene, the man etood up and the bird sourried soross the read to
theshellor of gome sa 1% codarz. Thip bird, s resident of the Colorade
Descrs, ong of the hottest parts of the world, saw it Lo Hake shelter
from the tortuous sun in e ghade of mam, an evemy,

ée%%eﬁsei!g are sbundant now throughout the measguite trees
t&;‘. or growth bordering the canals and ditohes in the Valley.
Tae Yiase has declarod an open season shurting Septenber 1 and sontlnueing
-] E'C?GU!SG!' 3}4 Eﬂ»é liﬂittt- olf Dar ’!“’0

£ coyote wey observed & quarter of a mile north of headquarters
by mochenic Kerd on Jure 2., 2 ghort time later Traotor Upsrater Carl
Ford cl8o gaw @ long goyote in the same geneval wvieintty,

By Fisgh

Pargomnel from the 3tate Department of Figh and CGame planted
3,500 Japanese littleneck olams, 20,000 Jepanese sced oystors, and
sany scuthern California mussels and olams in the Salton Sea during
the wonthk of May, ‘?m-aoiored littleneck olams in larwal stage are

4o furnish food for &,?‘i‘ilh (formerly planted), 7ithin one week

olam: were repsrted to 4ying, but mussels and oysters were "doing

well” .

During the nonth, lacze oumbora of salt water flsh, mainly
oran;eemouth white sen basg, were taken from the Culf of “zlifornmis
wetecs and planted in the sem, These Fish are to be used as & gontrol
meacire for the thougands of Blardiells “hite whigh have now
Wilbipiiod to guoh mmberg that they are cuteueg&g ¢ foed suprply
asd beeoning stunted, On irpil 10 oms swesp of & 100=foot net near
Salion soe B-Mh {(Atomio Tnergy Area), ylelded 10,000 of these fishes
ranzing in size from four and onesbalf to six éﬂgﬁ in sige, mony of
whioh were sbout $o spewn, The over slundance of thece small figh
has made serious im&da upon the limited suprly of the mative marine

plle worns.



Anghovies and aushoveltas planted at the seme time ag the
Biardiells bass are rcported to be "thriving®,

In the gvent that the Biardiella bass resch their expooted
eige at maturity {18 pounds) amd the other plantinge susceed, the State
plans to open thé sea to fighing.

I11 REFUGE DEVELOPMERT AND MAINTEHANCE

&*si Eieva%a;:nmts

Pue to opars tional obli gations m@ funds on osthor mors
important furming projects, early (Hay-June) contour aress fleoding and
seding to wlld millet as in previcus yesrs war not uniertoken until

Jﬂiy!nﬁ‘ﬁgtﬂ‘kc

Wit 8, Trit 1 was seoded sarly in the Fisonl yesr and mogt of
the aren produced zood orop coverage, Traet G, Unit I wng reworked,
$1lled and fleeésd for eontimed haehigg-

Tesdt II of Unit I wae left dry untll late fall when other
work dgmanding the tractors will be less pressing,

Traete 4, 7, 1 aud 2 of Unit I was eonboursd, levelod and flooded
for leashing.

All tracts 4in Unit I whieh were "grased out" by waterfowl
lagt winter were campletely reworked, Only Tracts 26-27 were left
wnchanzed where some 100 acres of dry, matured barley will remin
uandll consumed this fall,.

, In Unit II all tracte wore reworked, tilled snd flooded for
soutimed Yeaching sr farming, Trasts 15«20 coneumed most time and
#ffort where steer headlande were out lightly and material used to fill
bad holes or low spots in the large field just south of the Alame River.

Bragline work was ocontinued in both units with diteh songtructien,
sleaning; obe,

The subheadguarters eroa in Unit Il wag tileld with approxe
fmately 1,000 feet of L" conorets drain tile,

Dardng the period irrigators exeavutsd gonorsts outlet boxes
from some 8 miles of ditoh and installed drops 4=

= = Thir = "t e

Y aores of laud,
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By fall it is oontamplated that in Unit I 560 acres will be
ficoded of whigh 160 & cres will be wild millet or wtergrase. Seme
820 aores should be a;m-aé for secding to barley to provide winber
ye;: foody Omly a%eaﬁ 105 acres of mature ?:arleg is awailable for
arly uses

In Unit 11 80 aores will be lemohingz, 160 acres of Alfalfe
will be aweilable and a"froxi:mtely 900 aores ready for sseding to
barley when weather permite,

IV BOONOMIC VIl

ﬁgzig and Cresing

Pue to infrequert hish winds the new alfalfa crops survived
poorly and yleldod very little,

Under Spooisl Use Permit SAI-25 #r, John Sexton of Calipatria
harvested 35,35 tong of alfelfa hay frow Trashts 7=l Dnit II during
the period June 2 to 20,

¥ PUBLIC RBLATIONS

A. Recrentional Uges
There are nc recrentiomsl facilities on the refue,

- * * -
B, Ref’af’a Visitors

G» Hay 10 }Mr, Frank Donham, blology tsacher at Chula Vigta
Bigh “ohocl, Chuls Viete, Californis and his class of 20 students
toura” the pefuge and were givan a talk on the geope of Service and
rofuce activities,

Dry and Y¥rg. Fisher of foliville, California gpent the day
touring the refuge snd taking plotures on June 14,

#r. John Serton, haring permittee, oonferred wit!: the
rofu ¢ moager on Junc 20 re hujiﬁ” operations on the refu;e,

éu July 1 Messrs, Stuart and Phogley of the Standard 0il
Compuny of California vigited the refuce in relation to the metter
of o1l contrasts,

Buring the period, e small mumber of other visitors toured
the refus s,



¢ Offislal Viettors

Mesaare, Bruge and |

Rageme Cardiff 5/36  Bird Gollestors Contmot and Visit

Hr, Roger T, Peterson 4/5 Oruitholocigt  Tour refuge and

et :

British

M, James Fisher 6/5 Ormithologist e W

Mr, Georgs Barglay 6/6 Reglonal Refuge

. Supervisor, Reg. 1II Contagt

M, A, ¥, Tlder é/8 ISFES Geme Agent Teadquartere
o8 sageles vistt

e ## 8 ﬁa uy uy ‘ 1 ne

% Refuge fa rtloization

On June 1C the programs and policles of the Servic: wus
proseate’ to spproxzlmmtbely 85 nesbors of the Erswlsy Rotary Club,
Bysoinl emphasie wae plsced upom the rolo played by the Salton sea
Eatienal -1ldlife Refuge in both the dverall end loeal weterfowl
MABhanenl progFeiss olorsd slides depleding refuge sobivities
WPy wesonted, The rrogram waz well recelved end commentn would
indleats that o few oilizerns are intersebed in the runebtions of the

A gnilar talk was given on June 18 to 35 members of the
Ions 2lub at Saperial, Califoruiu where we were the gusst of Mr,
Vaness Jeiferies, fdministrative Officer, Imrerisl Irrigation District,

B, Vi lations
| the weekend of «pril 10-1. eomesine rinped open the

Raring ;
W00l boxes on three tractors and looted than of & wide wariety of tools
and greago zumss Throughout the period hely was solieited from the
*, 8,7, County Sheriff and Jity Polioce Depariments in the Valley with
Bo guicogss in recoverii: sald iools.

Sixteen ¥o,  tri.os on 30 feet of csdle was found in Iract
15 Unit I. Dy Operator leo lox. smitg af gome half dosen rabbite
wére found in the trape, The traps had besn seb out by persons unknewn
&arin:; the previous perlod to enpbture snow gecse in tha tall barley
alon; the bank,



TR

. OTHER ITvemsS

3,1.,0, officinls reveal that one new claim anl one
pupplementary claim for dameces hmve been filed againgt the District.
The Desert Doach Resort filed su mwekmassm@go.m and
#his brings the total amount of o} ﬂlﬁbghﬂs fira to 837,000.00
Fhe new olaim of §10,000 wne filed by ¥r, Jeorge H, Orosby of Duluth,
Msigsata thre hie abborney in Indios Oniy one, that of Palvert and
fo, %% ie pending in eourt although elaims totaling approx-
dratoly $20,000 have besn filed.

Wi le é.iwssiag alfalfe elepraéatiam of last winter with
one of the logal furmers, he Jeslepsd that he had no oomplaeint about
the Baldpat that ie,m0 real complaint; It was those *+*+{{| Widpeons
it onugs all the damazelil

4 Emll o of Brawleyites wers looking over the Red HLL
apred ia Undt I %%cu! wﬁumysung girl found & plece of
traxpitional obeddian anl insguired og e 4% identity, %o in turz

fained that this parbloulsr g%eaa had net been subjected to enough
Irestare and lolense heat Lo ccavert 1% $o the floal glasglile stage
tdion), she gravely informed ¢ ourious companion that the man ses

ﬁtﬁs&m’tm in Imperial Vallay long eneugh,

o;‘fiqinh of the Paeirie Telephone and Telegraph Co. these

daye are somplalning aboul the 30,000 Temms 2ec Sguirrels in the San
Pormands Valley that chew through the lead sheathing of telephone
eablen; allowing wis"ure te an’cer snd interrupt service.
Qﬁgsk in that the "meurotie” squirrels =re eosting them

about ene éa%ia' exoh bgoause of the damar-e,

Tive State Department of Fish and Game colleeted 220,L00,00
&m%@woviohtaﬂ durino; the month of Hareh, 1953, This i an

of 527 over the same month lugt yesr. The gteady upeard trend
in v mgg%éhnmumswgiﬁgmbwest
and flchers baking to Ehe cutdoors.
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On Agril 29, the California Assesbly pessced a resolution
divecding the Fish m& Game Ooemission to oomge lssuing permits for
frapping the giant Celifernis Condor, ae thers are only an estimsiod
58 of these birds now in oxiebence, Offieials of the San Diege Zoe
i Yo cage seme of the birds in an attempt to aid propogation
Wy arbificiel mesns, Thess officials were succesaful in indueing the
ﬁﬂ%ﬁ&e@ﬁe&eeﬁgm%mt, te lay each ysar,
As B9 a3 o d, 1t was removed and pleced in an ingubator,
e Birds eftw!;m iaid snother egg shortly thersafter,

ém April £9, the Californis house, pessed & bill whish
Mmkes shooting the wild burro s misdomeanor, The sniral will bg on
the protected list for the next two years, So 1twyurz thet the
‘%&yg of the "desert canary” will eontimie %o "ruffle the serenity of
%%éi‘&éa and Hoheve Deserts”, Tt =:pesrs alse that tho horse -
Zoy laugh iz oxn 'khe Pasmtior o

M wnsusceseful effort was mede by the Brawley Chamber of
Commaroe to bave Florence Chadwiok, the well-known disgteancs swimmor,
~abtempt to swinm the Salton Sea. Mise Chadwiok declined their gracsoue
and unseliish offer due to other obligations in “urope.

A Bi1l desligned bo prohibit the siate from taking farm lands
for fish and game refu_es unless suthorised by the legislature was
ﬁ&%@&%%%%%%%%ﬁ%}y

sisor smendunents, This scblion was the result of proposed oconden
shilen of lands for the expeusion of the state Crey lodge Refuge in
werthern Salifornie, in ediborisl in the Harysville Desoerat entitled
"Duols ot Rice" declared that, ®ducks are getting g sSdred in Calif-
ornis as ocows are in Imdia®,

e state continued the warm water fishery construetion pre&rw
adk Samer lake, located botwoen Brewley and Calimatria, The projest, to
soe% appron ly $50,000 of Wildlife Conservation Board funds, emlls
& loves sround most of the lake and the bullding




wiTl=

Obhier plans eall fer dividing vhe lake 4in two by an easbtewest levee
following the naturel comtour, the deepening of the higher part to
provent enrouelment of whe, and the oongtructlion of islands for hunbers.

The lake 40 u:posed o be filled sometine this winter, and
will oover ebout 275 acres, Stete bislogists say that owing to the
alihlinity of water snd the exirame warmth of sams during the summer,
she wurvival of game figh mueh as bass, e¢atfisgh, orapple, bluegill,
and sunfish are againgt the odds, The department is considering
isdvoimeblion o2 some np yob exotie spealice,

Carp also present a problem, and deparimsat bialoghtu
ﬁhi? it will be impossible %o entirely remove this specles from
%9 “&k@'

tas, 'az ?;u of duly 25”3&%“ Chester ¥oodlmll and Fhil
Bgug ] ° _so iste ae saying, "We are golmg to do everything
Mi the best sfes!% é‘sﬁc&ag possible in Ramer lakes
wiil m sttain the gtatus of "good™ warn udand fighery, but we
lukend to do our best to make it satisfagtory®,

Thra full agrecment on the part of losal “sportemen” it
has boen dealded to olose the lake to waterfowl shooting this year,
8hooting in all provability will be permitted in 1954,

Br, B4 Haprison, & los inzeles bLusinessmen end a director of
ego r Hugeun, and & Log Anzeles film organization plan to
dl 1a o be entitled "Sonz of the land®™. The purrose
iﬂ ie depiet the foreee of nature at work, the struggle for
£ the creatures of the wild, and the besuties of aatm-g,
o & gingle tyaeo or indication of the prezence of man
s,s thg film, Al) of bhe agtors will bo birds or memmals, The createst
task ‘is bo cut 150,000 feet of film to 10,800 fest so that the rune
afng time will be o bours instend of the estimated & hours and
20 minutes which would bo needed %o run all the footage on hand, "uoh
of the gound wil]l be dubbed in from recordings of animmle and birds
taken by Dr, ¥illiam Mah of the Hawa) Testing Station at Chine lake.
Dr: Fish 13 reputed to be ane of the foremost experts on gush recordings,
besn s0 suocessful in bkis work timt Cornell University gave
hin a grant to emadble him b9 eontimue this avoeation,

Ny, Harrison, who took the film over s period of years,
becsne interested in nature studlies whon he took o outdoor activities
a4 & means to immrove hig health, 4 fellow neturalist induced him %o
bagln photographing birds and animals as o side hobby. Iis work in
$hig fleld bsoame 90 good that he is now consldered to be one of the
foremost photographers of wildlife in ‘meriea,
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Buring the porlod severel billbeards were areeted by a west
sokst brewing oorporation along the warious highwmye in the Velley.
One s‘}.gg of perticular note ls located elong ‘Uglumy III on the Nil,
Landy south of Calipatria, Molestly extolling ithe virtues of
#»1 Pilgener beer, the sign pictures four mallards flying over a marsh
abd preelains Calipetrie ag the "Home of Califsrnia'c Famous Game Refuge”,

lmeng cther fish and game lews passed by the state legislature
arer tho permanent revocation of the hunting license of anmy person
ﬁlﬁ of kllling or wound!ng another while lumting) the revoeation
five yoars of such license of any person convicted of wounding or
& demostic anirmaly and the requirenent that all hz.mt..ng and
% guidos be licenged,

The les sngelos Exaniner of September & carried an item whieh
sfioee that the State Fish and Geme Coumigsion will aot upon a
i plen whareby the hunter ocam aid in redueing orop depredations
y birds, Proposed plans call for, (1) "sllow a flooding and fooding
progrem which must be put ic effect before Ootober 1 and oontime
thyeughout tho seagon, (2) the ares in whish the fecding is to take
place emmot be closer than 200 yards from any blind or other points
where hunters are trying to take ducks, (3) that feed whioh is placed
W ‘then 200 yards to zuch poednbs prior to the opening of the semson
sghly olesned up at leest 2 hours before the season opens
w&. ) that the feeding ares mist be tentatively located at the time
that the permit je granted and must be posted to avoid violations,
Duok hunting groups will be required to apply for such permits &uring
tho period September 10-25%,

@ lisy 20th, log Angeles embarked upon & ommpeign against the
pesly meaquito by siving emy dosquito Fish, (Gsmbuela aftinls), to
fny person over 16, Onms of the requiresents that the applicant must
m desoription of the body of water in whioh heplans to plant
3

* * * * ¥ » *

“The City Health Officer olaims that Los Angeles is boooming
sae of the most mosguito~froc commmnities in the country.
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Species

Common Name

H

Weeks

of

Reporting

Period

J6LT 6

5 .

6

P

8

P9

:loz
H H

112 !a3 P

P

f16 P17 * 18

Swans:
Whistling
Trumpeter

Geese:
Canada
Cackling
Brant
White-fronted

Snow
Blue

Other

Ducks:
Mallard
Black
Gadwall
Baldpate
Pintail
Green-winged teal
Blue-winged teal
Cinnamon teal
Shoveller
Wood
Redhead
Ring-necked
Canvas-~back
Scaup
Golden-eye
Buffle-head
Ruddy

Coots

Interior - Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C.
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Total Production:

SUMMARTES

Geese Total waterfowl usage during period «Fali®
Ducks Peak waterfowl numbersEy366
Coots Areas used by concentrations VmiS X
Principal nesting areas this season
Reported by fdiem Som Befuem
INSTRUCTIONS
(1) Species: In addition to the birds listed on form, other species occurring on refuge during the

(2) First Seens
(3) Peak Concentra-
tions

(4) Last Seen:

(5) Young Produced:

(6) Total:

reporting period should be added in appropriate spaces. Special attention should be
given to those species of local and National significance,

The first refuge record for the specles during the season concerned in the reporting
period, and the number seen, This column does not apply to resident species.

The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.

The last refuge pecérd for the species during the season concerned in the reporting
period.

Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts on repre-
sentative breeding areas. Brood counts should be made on two or more areas aggregating
10% of the breeding habitat., Estimates having no basis in fact should be omitted,

Estimated total number of the species using the refuge during the period. This figure
may or may not be more than that used for peak comcentrations, depending upon the mature
of the migrational movement,

Note: Only columns applicable to the reporting period should be used. Itis desirable that the Summaries
receive careful attention since “hese data are necessarily based o~ an analysis of the rest of the form.
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