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Notice of Changes and New Requirements to
Section 670, Title 14, of the California Code of Regulations
Re: Inspection, Examination, Apprentice Class, Special Drawing, Capture
Seasons, Reporting, Banding and Tagging Related to Falconry
The following summary describes highlights of the new regulations that were adopted by the Fish and
Game Commission. These regulations will become operative on January 1, 2014, pending U.S.
Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) approval. It is provided to notify current permittees and applicants of some
of the changes to existing regulations, the effective dates of these changes, and who these changes may
impact.
This notice is a partial list of changes. You should review the updated Falconry Regulations Manual
670, which includes all laws and new regulations to fully understand how the new regulations
may affect you. It is your responsibility to understand and follow all applicable falconry-related laws at
all times. Revised Manual 670 is located online at:
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=27739&inline=true

Changes and New Requirements to Section 670:
Inspection of Facilities and Equipment (see Section 670(a)(6)(A))
Applicants may no longer elect to have sponsors or other falconers conduct the inspection of their facilities
and equipment as requirement for issuance of the license. Inspections must now be conducted and certified
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW).

Random Drawing for Special Raptor Capture Permits (see Section 670(g)(7))
A random drawing shall be held by the CDFW to determine distribution of Special Raptor Capture
Permits to capture one Northern goshawk within the Tahoe Basin and up to 14 prairie falcons statewide
from the wild. An applicant may be a resident or nonresident and must possess a valid General or
Master Falconry license at the time of the application to enter the drawing. Non-U.S. citizens are not
eligible to enter the drawing. Applications will be available online January 1, 2014 and must be received
by January 31 each year, along with an application fee, as specified in Section 703. Successful and
alternate applicants, as well as unsuccessful applicants, will be notified as soon as practical. To obtain a
Special Raptor Capture Permit, successful applicants must submit the Special Raptor Capture Permit
Fee, as specified in Section 703, to the Department’s License and Revenue Branch (LRB) by June 1,
2014. Unclaimed permits may be awarded to alternates after June 1, 2014.The Special Rapture Capture
Application is located online at: https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=75513

Capture Season (see Section 670(g)(7)(F))
Merlins may only be captured from the wild from August 15 through February 28 every year. All other
raptors may be captured from the wild year round.
Species Allowed for Wild Capture (see Section 670(g)(5))
The species allowed for wild capture are Northern goshawk (subject to a quota in the Tahoe Basin only),
Cooper’s hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, red-tailed hawk, red-shouldered hawk, merlin (subject to season
restrictions), American kestrel, prairie falcon (subject to a quota statewide), barred owl and great horned
owl. Red-shouldered hawk and barred owl are new species added for capture from the wild.
Ferruginous hawks are no longer allowed for capture in the wild.
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Federal Form 3-186A (see Section 670(f))
Licensees shall comply with USFWS’s electronic reporting requirements on Federal Form 3-186A for all
raptors possessed and within 10 calendar days of capture of a raptor from the wild or the release of a
raptor back to the wild. Federal Form 3-186A can be accessed at the USFWS’s electronic reporting
system online at https://migbirdapps.fws.gov/Falconry/srv/index.htm. If a licensee is unable to use the
Form 3-186A electronic reporting system, he/she may submit a paper Form 3-186A by mail, fax, or
email to LRB, or he/she may report over the telephone to the LRB. If the licensee chooses to submit a
paper Form 3-186A or report over the phone, the licensee must pay an administrative processing fee, as
specified in Section 703, to the License and Revenue Branch, either by check or credit card.

CDFW Resident Falconer Raptor Capture, Recapture and Release Report (see Section 670(f))
A licensee shall submit to LRB a report using the Resident Falconer Raptor Capture, Recapture and
Release Report, as specified in Section 703, within 10 calendar days of capture of a raptor from the wild
or the release of a raptor back to the wild. The Resident Falconer Raptor Capture, Recapture and
Release form is located online at: https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=75511

Falconry Hunting Take Report (see Section 670(f))
Upon applying for license renewal or within 10 calendar days after expiration of the license, whichever
comes first, a licensee shall submit to LRB, an annual report using the Falconry Hunting Take Report,
as specified in Section 703, summarizing the number and type of prey species taken while hunting,
counties hunted, and birds used in hunting during the most recent license year. The Falconry Hunting
Take Report is located online at: https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=75512

Banding and Tagging (see Section 670(j))
A goshawk captured from the wild, or goshawks, peregrine, gyrfalcon or Harris’s hawk acquired from
another licensee or a permitted California wildlife rehabilitator shall be banded with a permanent,
nonreusable, numbered USFWS leg band if the raptor is not already banded. Captive bred raptors that
are listed under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act shall be banded with seamless bands. A licensee shall
obtain a band from LRB or Department regional office prior to capturing a raptor from the wild. A
licensee may purchase and implant an (ISO) International Organization for Standardization-compliant
(134.2 kHz) microchip in addition to the band. The licensee shall report the band number and the
microchip information on Form 3-186A in the USFWS’s electronic reporting system.

Examination Requirements (see Section 670(e)(3))
Any applicant who fails to pass the falconry examination may take another examination no earlier than
the next business day following the day of the failed examination. Applicants who fail to pass an
examination are no longer required to wait three months from the date of prior examination to take the
examination again.

Apprentice and General Falconer Age (see Section 670 (e)(6))
An applicant for an Apprentice Falconer License shall be at least 12 years of age at the date of
application. An applicant for a General Falconer License shall be at least 16 years of age at the date of
application.

More Information
If you have any questions related to new falconry regulations, please contact the Department’s License
and Revenue Branch at 1740 North Market Blvd. Sacramento, California, 95834, (916) 928-5849 or
spu@wildlife.ca.gov.
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