2014 CA Nontraditional Section 6 Recovery Land Acquisition Grants – Proposal Submission Guidance
Nontraditional (NT) Section 6 Recovery Land Acquisition (RLA) Grants: to be eligible for funding under the RLA program,
a land acquisition proposal must meet all of the mandatory conditions listed below. If a land acquisition proposal does
not meet all of these conditions, do not submit the proposal for consideration.
1. Proposals involving ongoing projects will not be accepted for RLA projects that have open CESCF grants awarded in or
prior to FY 2009. All CESCF grants awarded in FY2009 and earlier for a specific project must be closed prior to the
submission of an FY 2014 proposal for the same project in order for it to be considered for funding. Grants awarded in or
before FY2009 are expired and will require an extension that must be approved from the Director of the Service before
the funds can be drawn down.
2. For proposals involving an ongoing project, evidence of progress made to date must be provided. The proposal must
discuss any prior CESCF grant funding awarded to the project and the progress that has been made toward completion
of previous grant(s).
3. Habitat must be set aside in perpetuity for the purposes of conservation (this can include easements deeded in
perpetuity or other similar instruments).
4. The funds should contribute to the implementation of an approved final or draft recovery plan for at least one listed
species. An exception will ONLY be made with sufficient justification, according to the following: (1) newly listed species
where sufficient time (2 ½ years) for development of a recovery plan has not passed, (2) if the species is exempt from
the requirement for development of a recovery plan, or (3) if a recovery plan has not been developed, but the species
conservation planning efforts have identified land acquisition priorities. All exceptions will require a narrative
justification.
5. The specific parcel(s) to be acquired with the grant is identified. NOTE: Evidence demonstrating that the landowners
are willing sellers (i.e., a letter or other form of written acknowledgment) will be required prior to transfer of funds.
6. The proposal must state a commitment to funding for, and implementation of, management of the habitat in
perpetuity consistent with the conservation needs of the species.
7. A proposal may not be submitted for funding consideration in both the Recovery Land Acquisition Grant Program and
the HCP Land Acquisition Grant Program.

Application and Submission Information
This document contains specific CDFW NT Section 6 RLA grant proposal submission guidance as well as the contents of
the 2014 RLA grant guidelines from the Federal RFP, including the USFWS scoring criteria. Additional grant submission
and development guidance is available on the NT Section 6 RLA webpage:
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/grants/nontradsec6/index.html
For an overview and other USFWS Section 6 grant information:
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/grants/index.html
Applicants are encouraged to submit proposals for projects that would supplement existing projects. These proposals
will compete along with applications for new awards.
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1. Address to Request Application Package
This application package may also be obtained by accessing the USFWS Internet site listed above or contact the Regional
or Wildlife Branch (WLB) Program Coordinator.
For 2014, the NT Sec6 RLA Wildlife Branch grant coordinator is Rhianna Lee; rhianna.lee@wildlife.ca.gov 209.894.1007
2. Content and Form of Application
You must follow the instructions in this document in order to apply for financial assistance under the CESCF. For a
description of the information that must be included in a project proposal, please follow the format outlined below.
**For hard copy application submissions, your project proposal must: 1) not be bound in any manner (except by a single
binder clip); 2) not be submitted by facsimile; 3) be printed on only one side of the paper; 4) include page numbers; 5)
not include any paper larger than 8.5 by 11 inches; 6) be received by the CDFW Regional Office by Jan 31, 2014 7) be
received by the DFW WLB Office by February 14, 2014, 8) include one signed original and two signed copies of the
Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424) and supporting information completed by Section 6 Admin staff; and 9)
delivered by CDFW Program staff to the USFWS Region 8 Office by March 14, 2014.
We encourage you to contact CDFW Regional Section 6 Grant Coordinators prior to submitting a project proposal if you
have questions regarding what information must be submitted with the project proposal and to coordinate project
development. An incomplete proposal will not be considered for funding.
**The project proposal is a narrative description of your project. The Grant Admin Unit will prepare a Federal form and
attach it to your narrative before submitting to the Service. The ultimate size of the proposal will depend on its
complexity, but we request that you attempt to minimize the size of the narrative description of the proposal. All pages
must be numbered. Additionally, only information that is pertinent to the proposal should be included (e.g., it is not
necessary to include the resumes of project personnel).
**The proposal must include a reasonably detailed budget indicating how the funding will be used and how each
partner is contributing to the project. The proposal must also indicate the time commitment for maintaining the
project’s benefits.
**The project proposal should also indicate whether partial funding of the project is practicable and, if so, what
specific portion(s) of the project could be implemented with what level of funding. A project proposal that is a part of
a longer‐term initiative will be considered; however, the proposed project’s objectives, benefits, and tasks must stand
on their own as there are no assurances that additional funding would be awarded in subsequent years for associated or
complementary projects.
**Appraisals are not required to be submitted with the grant proposals, but are required prior to expenditure of funds if
the project is selected for funding. Please be aware that if an appraisal to Federal standards is not provided with the
grant application, the amount specified in the award announcement will be based on the estimate of the property's
value as provided in the grant proposal. However, the actual purchase price will not be greater than the current market
value as determined by an appraisal completed to Federal standards and appraisal review completed to Federal
standards.
**The narrative description of your project proposal should specifically address each of the eligibility criteria
described above and each of the ranking criteria included in the evaluation forms below. Project descriptions that
clearly address the specific ranking criteria in an organized manner will facilitate
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PROJECT NARRATIVE
NEED: Why is the project being undertaken?
OBJECTIVE: What is to be accomplished during the period of the project pursuant to the stated need? (Specify fully what
is to be accomplished within the time, money, and staffing allocated and specify end point.)
EXPECTED RESULTS OR BENEFITS: How will the project improve fish and wildlife resources or benefit the public? Try to
provide quantifiable or verifiable resource benefits.
APPROACH: How will the objective be attained? Include specific procedures, schedules, key cooperators and respective
roles.
LOCATION: Where will the work be done? Describe habitat type(s) to be affected and relevant ecosystem/watershed
characterization.
ESTIMATED COST: Provide a detailed breakdown of what it will cost to attain each objective of the proposal.
Your proposal should be submitted with the NT Section 6 RLA ranking criteria in mind. Project descriptions that clearly
address the specific ranking criteria in an organized manner will facilitate proposal review and scoring.
Submission Dates and Times
Nontraditional Grants: Grant project proposals submitted by hardcopy must be received by the received by the CDFW
Regional Office by Jan 31, 2014, be received by the DFW WLB Office by February 14, 2014, include one signed original
and two signed copies of the Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424) and supporting information completed by
Section 6 Admin staff; and delivered by CDFW Program staff to the USFWS Region 8 Office by March 14, 2014. Proposals
not received by the date provided above will not be reviewed nor considered as eligible for the competition.
Funding Restrictions from the USFWS
Participation in the CESCF programs is only available to State agencies that have a current cooperative agreement with
the Secretary of the Interior. However, individuals or groups (for example land conservancies, cities, counties,
community organizations, or conservation organizations) may work with a State agency that has a cooperative
agreement on conservation efforts that are mutually beneficial, as a sub‐grantee.
The project must involve voluntary conservation efforts within the United States. As a voluntary program, we will not
grant funding for projects that serve to satisfy regulatory requirements of the ESA, including complying with a biological
opinion under section 7 of the ESA or fulfilling commitments of a HCP under section 10 of the ESA, or for projects that
serve to satisfy other Federal regulatory requirements (e.g., mitigation for Clean Water Act permits). These funding
restrictions do not apply to elements of HCPs that satisfy conservation obligations pursuant to State law or local
ordinances that are above and beyond the Federal mitigation requirements for that HCP provided that such proposals
identify that general funds, fees collected or used, lands acquired, or other conservation actions presented as cost share
in the grant proposal satisfy the specific obligations of a State or other non‐Federal conservation obligation of the HCP.
Administrative costs can be included in a proposal as long as those costs follow OMB guidelines for administrative costs.
Grants may not be submitted to cover administrative costs alone.
We cannot reimburse you for time that you expend or costs that you incur in developing a project or preparing the
application, or in any discussions or negotiations you may have with us prior to the award. Pre‐award costs will not be
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allowed. We will not accept such expenditures as part of your cost share. The costs proposed to be funded through the
CESCF may not exceed 75 percent of the total costs, unless you are jointly implementing a project with another State, or
are included as one of the Insular Areas exempted from grant matching requirements up to $200,000 under all U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Grant Programs (based on a May 9, 2003, Director’s Memorandum). The total costs of a project
consist of all allowable costs you incur, including the value of in‐kind contributions, in accomplishing project objectives
during the life of the project.
The final exact amount of funds, the scope of work, and terms and conditions of a successful award will be determined
in pre‐award negotiations between the prospective grantee and the Service’s representatives. The grant award
document will specify the project requirements, such as the cost share, the project design, the time commitment for
maintaining the project’s benefits, the reporting requirements, and provisions for Service access to the project area in
order to check on its progress. In order to receive funding, the prospective grantee will also need to provide assurances
and certifications of compliance with other Federal requirements.

RECOVERY LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM FISCAL YEAR 2014 EVALUATION FORM
FWS Regional Staff: Please fill out this form completely. You may attach additional written explanations for the
categories in this form if the space provided is inadequate.
Project Title___________________________________________________________________
Region _______
State(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Service contact for more information _______________________________________________
Acreage of land acquisition (break down acreage by parcel if more than one parcel is proposed for acquisition)
_________________________________________________________________
Estimated total cost of the proposed project (i.e., Federal and non‐Federal portions) __________
Percent of cost to be borne by non‐Federal entities (list by entity and % of cost) _____________ Amount of funding
requested (total cost minus the non‐Federal match) (break down by parcel if more than one is proposed for acquisition)
___________________________________________
Regional priority points for this proposal* _____ (0 – 25 points)
* Each Region will have 25 points to distribute to the eligible Recovery Land Acquisition grant proposals. That is, 25
points for all eligible proposals, not for each eligible proposal. The 25 points may be applied to grant proposal scores in
any amount deemed appropriate by the Regional Director to reflect the Service and State priorities for funding. Please
consider project readiness and conservation in the context of climate change when applying these discretionary points.
Justification for Regional priority______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Total points available = 100 points + ____ Regional priority pts (maximum 125 points)
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SPECIES BENEFITS
The purpose of this section is to evaluate how beneficial the land acquisition will be for listed and candidate species.
Federally listed species are defined as those species listed as threatened or endangered by the Federal Government
through section 4 of the Endangered Species Act. Unlisted species include candidate, proposed, State listed and all other
species.
1) Listed species benefits ‐ the extent to which the habitat acquisition contributes to recovery. This factor should be
scored based on benefits to the individual species as opposed to the aggregate. Consideration should be given to the
magnitude of the benefit in terms of the proportion of the species range/area encompassed by the acquisition, the
contribution to stated recovery goals, and whether the acquisition will allow for delisting or down‐listing of a listed
species. To score 20 points, the applicant must document that the proposal will potentially result in a high benefit to
recovery of at least one listed species. A justification must be provided for each species covered by the proposal. (20 pts
maximum)
___ Low benefit to recovery (acquisition will provide habitat that is currently unoccupied) (5 pts)
___ Medium benefit to recovery (acquisition is necessary to avoid a significant decline of the taxon {due to loss of
habitat, increased threats, etc.}) (10 pts)
___ High benefit to recovery (acquisition is necessary to avoid extinction within the next five years, or the acquisition
will assist the taxon achieve its recovery criteria within the next five years) (20 pts)
Justification:
2) Listed species recovery priority number. For those listed species that will benefit from the proposed acquisition that
do not currently have an assigned priority number, you may calculate the appropriate number using the guidance
provided in the Federal Register on September 21, 1983 (Pgs.,43098 ‐ 43105, Vol. 48. No. 184 and Correction in FR
notice of Nov. 15, 1983 Pg., 51985, Vol. 48. No. 221) (22 pts maximum)
____ 1 to 3 (10 pts)
____ 4 to 8 (5 pts)
____ 9 to 13 (2 pts)
____ 14 to18 (1 pt)
Identify species and priority number assigned:
3) Number of species benefitted (listed and candidate only; at least one listed species must benefit). Draft recovery
plans may only be considered if a Notice of Availability for the draft plan has been published in the Federal Register. (20
pts maximum)
___ Species with final recovery plans (8 pts for each species with a final plan)
___ Species with draft recovery plans (4 pts for each species with a draft plan)
___ Listed (without draft or final recovery plan) or candidate species (2 pts for each species)
Total points for species benefits (sum of 1‐3): __________
5

ECOSYSTEM BENEFITS
The purpose of this section is to evaluate how beneficial the proposed land acquisition will be for the listed, unlisted
(including State‐listed species), proposed and candidate species. Recovery land acquisition projects with a focus on
climate change adaptation should be addressed here to identify the conservation benefits to be derived through
acquisition of the property in support of listed, unlisted (including State‐listed species), proposed and candidate species.
4) Ecosystem benefits (20 pts maximum)
Function
___ Habitat fills a critical role in the life cycle of the primary species for which the land is acquired (8 pts)
___ Habitat requires little or no management to provide benefits to the primary species (4 pts)
Connectivity
___ Habitat links two existing protected areas together or is adjacent to existing protected areas, to reduce habitat
fragmentation (8 pts)
Total points for ecosystem benefits (sum of 4): _____________

COST SHARE CONTRIBUTIONS
5) Amount of cost share. A minimum of twenty‐five percent in non‐Federal cost share is required. If two or more States
or Territories are contributors, the non‐Federal cost share decreases to 10 percent. To be eligible for this reduction, each
State must actively participate and each State’s contribution must be described, e.g., an action in a recovery plan for a
species of multi‐State concern, in which two or more States or Territories are actively participating in recovery actions.
Rounding of the dollar amounts and/or percentages is not acceptable to meet the minimum cost share requirement or
to receive additional points on the evaluation form. (18 pts maximum)
____Minimum 25% (or 10% where two or more States are involved, or 0% (up to $200,000) for identified Insular Areas)
(0 pts)
____Each additional 5% (2 pts)
Total points for cost share contributions (sum of 5): _____________
TOTAL POINTS FOR THIS PROPOSAL (sum of 1‐5 above): _____________
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