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RareFind 5  is a n I nternet application  that allows robust querying and reporting of  over 

90 ,000 textual records on over 2, 600 different rare native plants, animals, and natural 

communities in the California Natural Dive rsity Database  (CNDDB) . This version of RareFind 

interact s with the BIOS 5  map viewer, allowing CNDDB subscribers to easily view the spatial 

features of  occurrence  records queried in RareFind 5 . Because it is an I nternet application, 

RareFind 5 eliminates the need for users to install an application on their computers and 

download updated versions of  CNDDB data every month.  
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Launching RareFind 5  
For the best performance with RareFind 5, we recommend that you  use either the Firefox or 

Chrome web browsers.  We also recommend that you always launch  the  RareFind 

application from the CNDDB Maps & Data web  page  rather than creati ng a browser 

bookmark for it. This webpage will always have a link to the latest version of RareFind, and 

may at times contain important information for RareFind users.  

Login Screen 
Upon clicking the RareFind 5 link , you will be prompted to log in. California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (CD FW) users can log in using their usual Department login information . 

CNDDB subscribers can log in using the monthly username and password that is emailed to 

them  at the beginning of each month . If you check the "Remember Me " checkbox when you 

log  in and you don't subsequently log ou t, you should not need to log back in if you close 

the browser or navigate away from the RareFind application.  

 

More information about the CNDDB subscription is available on the CNDDB Subscription 

web page .  

Query Tab 
When you first log in to RareFind 5, you will see  the Query t ab. Some of the other tabs at 

the top are unavailable and will remain greyed out until you run a query. Once you have 

run a query, the inactive tabs will become available and y ou may click on the m to view your 

query results in different formats . Note:  Do n ot click on the browserôs Back button to go to 

a previous tab; that will cause  the browser to take you back to the L ogin screen.  

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Maps-and-Data
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Maps-and-Data
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Subscribe
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Subscribe
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At the top of the Query tab is the Query Summary , which shows what RareFind 5 will query 

the CNDDB data for when the Run Quer y button is clicked . If no criterion is  selected, the 

application  will q uery  for "All CNDDB element occurrences."  As you select query criteria, the  

Query Summary will automatically update. I t is a good idea to review the Query Summary  

as you build your query  to make sure the application is querying for what you want.  

Query c riteria  selectors  are  categorized into groups that may be expanded  by clicking on 

the  (plus)  box to the left of the category heading.  These groups can be collapse d by 

clicking on the  (minus) box  that appears to the left of the category heading when a group 

is expanded. If you need help with what the criteria mean and how to use a particular 

selector for your query, click on the blue h elp bubble  ( )  that appears o n the upper right -

hand side of an expanded criteria category.  This will cause a small help window to appear.  

Methods of Selecting Query Criteria  
 There are  a few  different ways to select criteria for your query.  

When given a search text box , simply type what you want to search for  into the text 

box  and then click on the  button or hit the E nter  key. For the "Species Name or 

Code" criteria  selector , you may query for scientific name, common name, or 
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Element Code . (Note: The search text box  is not case -sensitive and will return any 

entry that contains the text you have entered. However, some common names such 

as "red - legged frog " require typing in the hyphen.)  

 

Once you have searched for your entered text , the results will appear in the list box 

directly below the search text box , on the left side of the screen . The number in 

parentheses next to each  result represents the number of e lement occurrences  for 

that species  currently in the CNDDB.  To add a search result to your query criteria, 

you n eed to move it to the  list  box on  the right. You may do this by selecting  the 

result  (single -click  on it , and the result  will highlight in blue)  and pressing the single 

arrow   button, or by double -clicking on the re sult . Clicking the double arrow  

button move s all re sults from the left  to the right.  

To remove species from the right -hand box,  and thus remove them from your query 

criteria,  use the  button  or double -click on the record . You can remove all of the 

species from the right -hand box using t he  button. The   button clears both 

the left -hand and right -hand boxes.  When you move search results to and from the 

right -hand box, your Query Summary will update.  

Some criteria selectors appear as a group of checkboxes, such as the "Taxonomic 

Group " cr iteria selector.  You can query on everything in the CNDDB by leaving all 
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boxes unchecked. If you want to narrow your query results, you may click on certain  

checkboxes to add the criteria to your Query Summary. The plus signs   will expand 

the hierarchical  categories. You may select one or many items. A selection at a 

higher level in the hierarchy selects all lower groups below it. In th e example  below , 

selecting "Vascular "  added "Ferns, "  "Gymnosperms, "  "Monocots, "  and "Dicots " to the 

Query Summary.  

 

Some criteria selectors with checkboxes are not grouped in a hierarchy, but work in a 

similar fashion.  You may select one or many of the checkboxes, and each selection 

that you make will automatically update your Query Summary.  

 



6 

 

Some criteria selectors wi ll have an  button  associated with text boxes . The 

criteria you have typed in will not be added to your Query Summary until you have 

clicked on  the  button . This  signifies to the application that you have finished 

entering your text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

Some cri teria selectors have a drop -down menu  or a text box that produces a drop -

down menu when you start typing in it . As soon as you select a criterion from the 

drop -down menu, it will show up in a list in the box below as well as  in  your Query 

Summary. To remov e a criterion  from the bottom  list  box , select the item  (it will 

highlight in blue) and click on the  button . To remove all criteria selections made in 

this category, but not change the rest of your query, click on the   button.  

 

Run a Query  
Once all query criteria have been selected, click  on the  button above the 

Query Summary to run your query.  If you modify your query criteria, you can click 

the  button again to see the results f or your modified criteria.  To start a  

completely  new query, click on  the  button.  

Results Tab 
After you click on  the  button , you wil l be taken to the Results tab. O n the 

Results tab, the top table displays the Element  results, and the bottom table displays 

the Occurrence  results for the element highlighted in the top table. In this example, 

burrowing owl is selected and highlighted in yellow in the Elements table. The 

occurrences displayed in the bottom table are therefore all for burrowing owl. If elf 
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owl were selected i n the Elements table, then all of the occurrences displayed in the 

Occurrences  table would be for elf owl.  

 

Sorting Results by Field  
To sort a field/column  in one of the tables , click on the field header. The results are 

sorted on the field/column that sh ows a triangle   next to the field title . The 

direction of the triangle illustrates the direction of the sort (a triangle pointing up 

indicates alphabetical/smallest to largest ;  a triangle pointing down indicates reverse 

alphabetical/largest to smallest). To reverse the sort order of a field/column, simply 

click on the field header again.  

 

Filtering Results by Field  
To filter the result records  in the Elements table , use the case -sensitive filter  text  

boxes below each field  header . The text that you enter into a filter box will restrict 

the results displayed. For example, if you enter " elf " in the Common Name filter box, 
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then only element records with the text "elf " in the Commo n Name field will be 

displayed  in the Elements table . To remove the filter, simply delete the text from the 

filter box . (Note: The filter only changes which records are displayed; it does not 

alter the results of your query.)  

Changing Visible Columns  
A subset of the available fields /columns is presented in t he tables by default. To add 

or subtract fields/columns, click the  button. (Note: There are 

different field/column options for the Elements table than for the Occurrences table.) 

Adding fields/columns may make it necessary to horizontally scroll to the r ight to 

view all of the fields/columns.  

 

If you cannot read the entire contents of a field because the column is too small, you 

can either resize the column by clicking and dragging the upper right -hand corner of 

the column, or hover over the text to see the full text in a tool tip.  

Additional Functions  
Print View : The  button next to the "Change Visible Columns " button in the 

Elements table will open a new tab in your browser with a printable table , similar to 
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the one shown here,  of all CNDDB elements th at resulted from your query.  The order 

in which the elements are listed  in this table  is determined  by how you sort the 

elements  in the Elements table.  

 

Image search : To see photos of an element, use the g+ (Google) and Ca (CalPhotos) 

links at the left side of the Element s table. When clicked, t hese links will open a new 

tab in your browser and conduct an I nternet search ; the result pages are not owned 

or maintained by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

 

Occurrence Details Tab  
There are two ways to get to the Occurrence Details tab. You may click on the Occurrence 

Details tab at the top, or you may double -click on an occurrence record in the bottom table 

of  the Results tab.  
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The Occurrence Details tab is arranged with the element information on the top half and 

occurrence information on the bottom half. The difference between this screen and the 

Results tab is that only one occurrence is displayed at a time h ere, but it is in a more 

readable format than the spreadsheet - type format of the Results tab.  

 

All  of the information in a CNDDB o ccurrence record is shown on this screen. If a box is 

empty , it means we have no data of that type for this occurrence. The s ource  list 

(bibliography )  for each occurrence is also show n at the bottom of the occurrence details . 

To navigate between the e lements that were returned in your query results, use the arrow 

buttons (   and   ) on the Element Details bar. To navigate between the occurrences that 

were returned for an element, use the corresponding buttons on the Occurrence Details 

bar.  In addition, on the Occurrence Details bar t he  button takes you to the first 

occurrence record  for the current element , while the  button takes you to the last record.  

Some of the fields shown under the Element Details bar and the Occurrence Details bar 

contain dropdown lists , which can be accessed by clicking the down arrow   to their right . 

These allow you to quickly navigate to specifi c records in your query results . (Note: These 

fields retain the sort order you selected under the results tab .)  
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Reports Tab  
The Reports tab contains various built - in reports that RareFind 5 can automatically genera te 

from your query. Your query is displayed at the top next to "Query Criteria."   

 

If you click on the  button, a multi - line text box appears. You can use this text 

box to include your own custom text ( e.g., Company name) on the first page of a report. T o 

remove that text so that it doesnôt appear on your reports, click the  button.   
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BIOS Tab 
Unlike other tabs, clicking on the BIOS tab will not take  you to another screen . Instead, it 

will open a small window with up to five options. The BIOS tab is best used while viewing 

the Results tab; what you have selected in the "Elements " and "Occurrences by Selected 

Elements " tables will affect the options you may choose from.  

 

1)  The "Show map with no selection " option o pen s the BIOS 5 data  viewer in a new 

window  with the CNDDB layer loaded and turned on.  

2)  The "Show map with ALL returned occurrences (#)" option opens BIOS 5, loads the 

CNDDB layer, and then zooms to a layer created fr om all the occurrences selected in 

your RareFind 5 query.  The number of occurrences selected is shown in parentheses 

on the BIOS tab.  

3)  The "Show map with only current element's occurrences (#)" option opens BIOS 5, 

loads the CNDDB layer, and then zooms to a layer created from the occurrences for 

the current element highlighted on the RareFind 5 Results tab (all occurrences 

displayed in the Occurrences table at the bottom of the Results tab). The number of 

occurrences selected i s shown in parentheses.  

4)  The "S how map with only current element's selected occurrences (#)" option opens 

BIOS 5, loads the CNDDB layer, and then zooms to a layer created from the selected 

occurrences of the currently selected element (occurrences checked in the 

Occurrences table). The number of occurrences selected is shown in parentheses.  












