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REPORT OF THE 1985 GAME TAKE HUNTER SURVEY
dunter game ftake questionnalres wapre malisd to 16,5801 hunting licenssaa
in January 1986, Two follow-up mai ilings wers madse to nonrespondents;
the first dpproximateig Four weesks, and second approximately seven
weeks after the initial mailing. Eight hundred fifty-one
gueationnaires wers returned undalivered ﬂa?ind a total possible
rasponse of 15,750. 'This was a randomly selected sample of 3.4 percent
of the estimated 488,770 hunting license purchassrs in 1985,

hundred

3

Ten thousand two

bwenty~-savan

(10,227) usahle

questionnaires

ware returned, a re: s2 of 62 percent. The survey indlicated that
there was hunting =ifort by aboub 501,123 hunting licensees who spant

about 6,905,068 days

For the past

sevaral

in the field,

yaars,

follow-up mallings

Lo nonrespondents

nave

significantly Increased response percentage. The inerease in response
reduces nonresponse blas, the phenomsnon of more successful Individuals
(e.g., nuntﬂﬂ*) bei mor@ ineli to ?etb-n a guestionnalirs EDl”
1 j 1 ar ] 3 Iy

r\,ﬁﬂll

% Change

Hunters From License S3ales 1984 19854 From 1984
Hunting Licenses : 487,804 BEE, 770 +, 2
Deer Hunters {applications) 253,725 260,262 +3
Dear Tags 317,855 314,810 -1
Bear Tags 11,077 11,044 + 8
fladeral Duck Stamps 107,736 93,253 -1
State Duck Stamps 96,785 97,021 -2
thstimates

HUNTING REGULATIOM CHANGES

General Small Game

Authoriged take by crossbow except durling archery s2asoi.

Sage Grous

The sage grouss season was closed in 1985,
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counties.

o~ Open arsa reducaed in Modoo and Lassen
increased to L0OY dd;a in portions =27 Inyo and HMono count of
30%, and 19 days In remaindar of opsn areas,

a320Nn insra

- i on dearessead

son decreased to 24
D6 - 3eason decreased to 37
D7 = Secason dscreased to 25
il - Season decreased to 3
D14 - Seazon split
£3 -~ Permits incrsased to 7,500,
4 -~ Permibs reduced to 2,400.
X5a - Permits reduced to 275,
X5b =~ Permits lncreased bto H50, one buck, Torked horn or better.
X6 - Permits increased bo 4,400,
Xfa - Permits reduced to 1,200.
X7b - Permits increased to 700
X8 - Permits reduced to 600.
Z9 - Permits raduced to 9,000
X1L ~ Permits increased fto 11,000,
DLS, D16, D17, X5, %12 -~ Hew zonas,

ry - “bxdnéd by 22 days.
ulenery 1iZzthenad by 13 days, ps=rmits
incyeauei to 1,750,
530 Camp Roberis - Season moved to Sestsmber 2, 1985, permit
decreasasd Lo 50,

37 HMonterey Archery -~ permibs incresased to 6500,

39 Tenaja - 3eason decresased to 2 permits reduced to 100,

910 Camp Pendleton - Faemits incr 1 to 260,

311 San Diego - 3esason reduced to 30 days.

313 Gray Lodge - Hunt type changes to archery/shotgun, permits
increased %o ’

515 Bass Hill

318 Permits in

X111 Speecial De

Hunt 3

New

316 Devil's Ga
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50.
Archery -~ Permnits increased to 80,
creased to 150,
~ 3 Hi11 =

dation Hunt a8 500 permits

rden
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Table 3 -~ Raported Hunter Harvest and

Effort -

Guail,
ail,Bruah

e:TdLnis - A11 Specles
Table 10- Mailing and Rzturn of Juest
are

Tt is important to note that statistica nhareant in thils

-

ted bv sampiing
- T Ty

= ]
survey and that the principal value of igures 1s btrend
indiecation. Total resspondents rsprese out 3 0 OFPceﬂf nf 27 ]
hunting licenss buyers; consequently, ies of
£

atbtract smailer numbers of hunteprs can
nias,. TFor all spesiss, the uss of
daterminlag long-range trenda Iin most

The estimated fotal hunting license sales divided by ths numbs
4dpotionnﬂ¢?es returned providssg fthe projecticn Tactor for oal
total figuves. The projection factor used for thse 1985 hunter
caleulations was 49,

.—J LD
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TABLE

BAG AND HUNTER

SANTS

3tatewlde Ba

Hunters Rep:

Average Seas:&al Bag
Total Days Huntead
Avaerage Days Hunted

QUALL

Statewlde Bag
Hunters Reported
Average Seasonal Bag
Total Days Hunted
Avaraga Days Hunte

DOVIESD

Bag

sﬂ:ai Days dlabed
Averages Days Hunted

BAND-TALLED pPEIGRONS

Statewide Bag
Hunters Reported
Aveprage Seasonal Bag
Total Days fAuntad
Avaprags Days Hunted

CHUKAR PARTRIDGE

duﬂu,P Repo:ted
Average Seasonal Bag
Fotal Days Hunted
Average Days Huntad

SAGE GROUSE

Statewlids Bag
Hunters Heporied
Average 3Seasonal Bag
Total Days Hunted
dAverage Days Hunted
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EFFORT BY SPECIES
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BLUS/RUNERD GROUSE

]

itatewide Bag
! ers Heported

Days Hunt:
Averapge Days Hunted

JACK RABBITS

Statewide Bag
Hunters Reported
Lysrayge Ssasonal Ba
Total Days Hunted
Average Days Hunted

o
[

1964

I3
[
)
. oo
FEReUEIE N R

o
W
-

) b g
[ew

516
480
8.7
600, 560
9.9

W

(AN S
]

COTTONTAIL/BRUSH RABBITS

Statewlds Bag
Hunters Reported
Average
Total Days
Average Days

Seasonal
Hiinted
Hunted

Bag

. 1o
Yotal Days
Avarage Days Huntead

Huntead

WILD TURKEY

Statewlide Bag
Hunters Reportsd
Averagze Szasonal Bag
Total Days Hunted
Average Days Hunted

DUCKS

Stateyide 3Bag
Hunters Resported
Avaerage Seazonal
Total Days Hunted
Avaprage Days Hunted

Bag

7.2
383, 512
53':

ot
i

»

i
=S

§
5

L6572
092
0.4
5%, 280
3.3

—
hvn

™

365,

o0 Qo

o
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16,023
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UL
GTERESE

ide Bag

3 Reportad

ge 3aasonal Bag
Days Hontad

Average Days Hunted

itatew

DEER {Hunter Survey)

Statewide Bag
Hunters BReported
Total Days Hunted
Average Dags Huntsd

DEER {Tag Returnsg)

Statewide Bag
Desr Tag Sales

BIG GAME

e
¥
(5%
T

%]

[t
pt e
w
A=A
£ OO
— DL OOy

w

A=
oA
el
w
=IO e
U

a

b L
RS R e}
L L g
-
g
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=IO G

A%
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“

31,651
310,810

~1.7
~1.0

Statewlde Bag
Hunters Reported
Total Days Hunted
Aveprage Days Hunted

Statewlide Ba
Bear Tag 3Sal

WILD PIGS

Statewida Bag
Hunteps Reported
Total Days Hunted
Average Days Hunted
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1,116
11,880
50,372

-

[
e L

770

+44.9
+21. 3
+42.9

+17.7

Lt

+47. 8

+7. 3

11,
+25.

’"1«
~21.
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TABLE 2

SUMMARY 0OF STATEWIDE RBAG - 1985

Yearly Avar:

Sp=cies 1975~1680 1984 1985

532,350 379, k40 308, 851 -1
799,010 004, kLQ 1,110,590 w11

L, 1,
5,361,600 2,551,570 2,640,610 b
Chukar Parteidge 83,070 B2, 410 50,760 +290
Sage Grouse 4,580 Seasosn Closed
Biue/Buffed Grouse 9,240 7,670 9,950 +30
Band-Tailed Pig=zons 140,750 125,890 77,710 =39
Wild Turkeys 2,600 5,680 7,790 +38
Jack Rabbits B0T, 330 527,520 365,980 =-31
Cottontail/Brush Rabbits 544,110 ho2, 020 313,260 -33
Trze Sguirrsls 249,190 116,060 188,360 63
Ducks 2,555,200 1,566,320 1,693, 240 9
Gesae 185,330 145, 150 201,590
Jacksalpe 58,600 h5,88 24,300
b 309,060 145,750 93, 490
Supvey) 57, 59,380
irna ) 10 31,650
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TABLE 5

MAJOR SPECIES GAME BAG -~ 1985
(TEN LEADING COUNTIES)

£ oOF g O
STATE  POSITION STATE  POSTOION
HEASANTS TOTAL 1984 JACK RABBITS TOTA 1984

Colusa 11,4
Yolo
Suttar

Lern 230 L
San Bernardino 5.8

uassen

J—

3

L

a
*
-

baad
COND B3 OV PO = )| Co

P

1

2 9.8 5 2
3 7.8 8.7 3
4, Butte 7.7 4, Riverside boo i
5. flenn 7.1 5. Frasno 3.5 6
6. Solano 5.3 5. Inyo 3.5 22
7. Sacranento 5.0 7. HMadersa 2.8 23
8. San Jeaguin 5.3 8. Imperial 2.6 16
9. HMerced 4,5 9., Ventupra 2.3 22
10. 3tanislsaus 3.8 10, San Diego 2.2 11
£11 Ofthers 30,3 A1l Dthers 33.5

QHAIL RABBITS ({(COTTONTAILL/BRUSH)
i. Kern 10. 1. 3Ban Bernardino 15.5

N

1
2, Riverside 7.5 2. Hern 10,7
3. 8an Bsrnardino 6.0 3 3 Riversgide 117
4, Santa Baprbars 4.9 3 Y, San Diego 5,0

bl !

7l
)

e T ) O

5. "
. 3 5, lmparial i
0 19 i, Tulare ]

R i,
11 Others A1l Others

I
It )

DOVES DUCKS

1. Imperial 14,8 1 I Hereced 1A 1
2. Haprn 12,2 2 2. Colusa 13,3 2
3., Riverside 9.2 4 3. Butte 7.8 4
4, TPresno 5.7 3 4, dpilanco 5.7 3
5. Tulare 8.3 5 5., (lenn 5.3 b
5. Mapced 3.7 3) 5. Sutter 4.3 5
7. Han Bernardino 3.5 7 7. ¥olo 3,2 1t
B. Hadera 2.7 13 8. TFresno 2.8 7
9. SBan Joaguin 2.4 8 9, Kern 2.7 16
10, Tehana 2.2 12 10. Contra Costa 2.7 14
A1} Others 36.73 ALl Others 38,0

BAND-TAILED PIGEORNS GEESE
Monterey Colusa 19,

)
a
s

D
3

@

. Shasta 10. . Glenn 13,
. el Norte 6. Meroed 9.
. Siskiyou 6. .  Bubte 5.

3iskiyon
Imssen
Modoe
Sutter

Santa Crusz 4
4

I

3

Imperial 3.
3

26

San Dilego
. Madera

. Tuolumne
ED Butts
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A1l Others
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TABLE &

DISTRIBUTION OF MAJOR GAME SPECIES BY ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONE®
1985

{Peroentage of State Bag)
Jaek
Pheasants Wuail Doves fabbits Cottontail Ducks

1984 1985 1984 1985 1984 1385 1934 1985 1984 1985 1984 1985
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3

Hegion

Region U 20 17 20 2k 35 35 3235 28 28 23 23
e ) i i
il ol

100 100 a0 100 100 100 Log 100 i00 Low 100 100

#52e annual desy peporvt For desr statistles.
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TABLE 7

ON OF HUNTER

EFFORT BY GAME 3PEC]

Parcent

Huntears

Mumb  Individual Hunters T Tatal Individual
Gpacies Suce I Unsuccessful Tobal Successidl  Unsuccessiul Tofal
Deer 04,530 258,970 323,600 13 52 65
B ar 1,620 12,790 1A, 10 0.3 3 3
Wild Pig 16,911 28,220 b5 130 3 & 9
Coyohe 14,650 11,580 26,210 3 2 5
Bobeat 1,130 1,810 2,910 0.2 0,4 0.6
Crow 7,400 1,370 8,77¢ 2 0.3 2
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Jack 11pe
toots
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TABLE B
HUNTER SUCCES3 1960-1985
Az Heported by Hunter Survey Reapondents

{In Percsnt)

Hunted flunted

Dig HNot Hunt Unsuccessiuily Successiully
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STATE~WIDE BAG, BWUNTER BAYS - UPLANL GAME

BOYES BLUESRUFFED TURKEY
COUNTY LAl HUNTLRS ays (Y Hadts HENE PAL HUNTERS DAYS
J9,lel LY 2,705 EE] 44 1 tl ¥ t 49 44
PE BE] 147 " n i LR La il 44 by
lu, Ly2 ER| R EET : 343 1 i 1 LY 49 49
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TABLE 10
MAILING AND RETURN OF QUESTIONNAIRES BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE
1985 HUNTER SURVEY

Yuestlonnaires Mailad Percent of thimbe Pargent
County And Deliverable Total Malled Returnsd Heturned
ALAMEDA 556 3.5 344 59.0
ALPINE 58 b 34 53,1
AMADOR az 0.5 55 £5.5
BUTTE hag 2.7 283 0,7
CALAVERAS 102 0.7 75 70.8
COLUSA 77 0.5 51 63,3
CONTRA COSTA 603 3.3 399 53.3
DEL HORTE 54 0.4 43 T7.4
EL DORADO 107 n7 Ta DU,
SIS NU NEY Z,0 314 iy
GLENN 137 0.9 40 £5.2
AUMBOLDT 230 1.5 150 66.9
IMPERIAL 111 a,7 65 56,
FHYO 81 0.5 67 79.8
K& R 6714 4,z 557 S50 4
KINGS 96 0.6 6y 62,1
LAKE 76 0.5 50 61,7
LASSEN 108 0.7 34 7204
LOS ANGELES 1,795 11,4 1,085 27.5
MADERA 100 0.6 2 60,2
MARIN 142 0.9 99 65.9
MARIPOSA 21 0.1 11 45.8
MENDOC T MO 1.2 138 71.58
MERCED 1.8 .3
MOToC 0.5 .0
MONO 0.2 .8
MONTEREY 1.3 .4
NAP] 2.7 3
HE® 0.7 2

£ 24 Y
5i 4.7 470 o0, 3
SAM 170 0.4 4o 59.0
34N BERNARDING 3.2 337 62,59
SAN DIEGO 3.6 369 60,7
SAN FRANCISCO G.7 73 B0 3
SAN JOAQUIN 3.0 281 57.2
3AN LUIS OBISPEG 1.k 159 66,8
SAN MATEQ 2,1 232 56.7
SANTA BARBARA 1.4 134 56,1
SANTA CLARA 4,0 401 59.9
SANTA CRUZ 0.9 20 54,7
3HASTA 1.8 192 65.5
STERRA 0.1 ) 54,5
SI3KIYOU 1.8 197 £9.1
30LANO 2.0 213 b2.3
SONOMA 2.5 262 65.7
STANISLAUS - 400 2.5 250 58.1
SUTTER 175 1.1 122 4.9
TEHAMA 175 1.1 110 58,1
TRINITY 78 0.5 55 £69.6
TULARE 335 2.1 213 0.9
TUQLUMNE g4 0.6 55 56,1
VENTURA 255 1.6 169 3.1
YOLO 248 1.5 lig 57.3
Yiga 132 0.8 31 57.4
NONRESITDENT 97 0.5 56 62,0
TOTAL 15,750 160, 0 10,227 51,5
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