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REPORT OF THE 2000 GAME TAKE HUNTER SURVEY

Hunter game take questionpnaires were mailed to 23,924 randomly selected hunting licensees
on February 24, 2001. These individuals represented approximately 7.6 percent of the total number
of licenses sold (314,683) in 2000. A follow-up mailing consisting of the entire hunter game take
questionnaire was sent 1o nonrespondents on May 25, 2001. There were 24 questionnaires returned
undeliverable, which left a total of 23,900 possible respondents. A total of 9,902 persons returned
the questionnaire, representing approximately 3.15 percent of the total number of licenses sold. It
was determined through survey data analysis that there was a total hunting effort of approximately
271,113 hunters who spent 5,913,288 days in the field.

For the past several years, follow-up mailings to nonrespondents have significantly increased
response to the questionnaires. The increase reduces nonresponse bias, the phenomenon of more
successful individuals {e.g., hunters) being more inclined to return a questionnaire than
unsuccessfil or nonparticipating individuals. Nonresponse bias is one of the principle causes of
inflated bag and hunter-use figures in surveys of this type. However, statistical analysis of survey
data indicated high validity for species pursued by large number of hunters. For more information
concerming this survey please contact wildlife biologist Pat Lauridson (516-653-1759). This
survey has been a cooperative effort between the Wildlife Programs Branch, Conservation
Education and Enforcement Branch, and License and Revenue Branch.

.Hunters from License Sales 1999* 2000* Percent Change from 1999
Hunting Licenses ' 317,063 314,683 -0.8

Deer Tag Applications

(including 2nd deer tags) 197,448 197,434 - 0.0

Bear Tags 18,385 20,603 | +12.1

Federal Duck Stamps 81,823 79,732 2.6

State Duck Stamps 79,109 78,538 -0.7
Reservation Applications 531,249 631,341 +18.8
l:Eplamd Game Bird Stamps 196,554 195,628 -0.5

* Finalized data from the end of each license year (June 30).
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TABLE 1: ANNUAL HUNTER SURVEY SUMMARY TABLE BY
SPECIES, 1998 - 2000

1998 1999 2000 Percent Change

PHEASANTS (EXCLUDING LGBCs) 1993-2000
Statewide Bag 115,670 156,436 152,352 -3
Hunters Reported 33,176 56,090 48,814 -13
Average Seasonal Bag 35 28 3.1 12
Total Days Hunted 178,996 227168 - 204,820 -10
Average Days Hunted 54 4.4 4.2 4
PHEASANTS (LGBCs)

Statewide Bag 274,161 388,329 398,931 i1
Hunters Reported 27,042 37,758 40,710 8
Average Seasonal Bag 10.1 9.5 9.8 3
Total Days Hunted 164,123 209,693 228,274 9
Average Days Hunted 6.1 5.6 56 1
QUAIL (ALL SPECIES)

Statewide Bag 679,102 722,246 760,521 5
Hunters Reported 71,849 88,673 86,695 -2
Average Seasona! Bag 9.4 8.1 8.8 &
Total Days Hunted 443 154 482,083 487 247 |
Average Days Hunted 6.2 55 5.6 1
CALIFORNIA QUAIL

Statewide Bag 500,374 541,352 564,885 4
Hunters Reported 43,376 55,528 53,326 -4
Average Seasonal Bag 11.5 9.7 106 9
Total Days Hunted 263,892 304,960 302,285 -1
Average Days Hunted 6.1 55 57 3
MOUNTAIN QUAN.

Statewide Bag 130,478 122,439 153,496 25
Hunters Reported 23,808 25,280 27,744 10
Average Seasonal Bag 55 4.8 5.5 14
Total Days Hunted 151,856 151,061 158,835 5
Average Days Hunted 6.4 6.0 8.7 -4
GAMBEL'S QUAIL

Statewide Bag _ 48250 58455 42,140 28
Hunters Repoeried 4,767 7,865 5,625 -28
Average Seasonal Bag 10.1 74 7.5 1
“Total Days Hunted 22,807 36,072 26,123 -28
Average Days Hunted 4.8 4.6 4.6 1

LGBC=Licensed Game Bird Club



TABLE 1: ANNUAL HUNTER SURVEY SUMMARY TABLE BY
SPECIES, 1998 - 2000

1998 1999 2000 Percent Change
DOVES (ALL SPECIES) 1999-2000
Statewide Bag 1172272 1,610,515 1,773,468 10
Hunters Reported : 81,689 120,931 121,875 1
Average Seasonal Bag 14.4 13.3 14.6 9
Total Days Hunted 326,514 412,054 441,643 7
Average Days Hunted 4.0 34 3.6 6
WHITE-WINGED DOVES
Statewide Bag 39,280 45,711 51,801 13
Hunters Reported 6,034 6,682 6,133 -8
Average Seasonal Bag 8.5 6.8 8.4 23
otal Days Hunted 20,440 19,308 21,674 - 12
Average Days Hunted 3.4 2.9 3.5 22
* MOURNING DOVES
Statewide Bag 1,132,992 1,564,804 1,721,667 10
Hunters Reported 75,655 114,249 115,742 ) 1
Average Seasonal Bag . 15.0 13.7 14.9 8
Total Days Hunted 306,074 382,748 419,969 7
Average Days Hunted 4.0 3.4 35 6
BAND-TAILED PIGEONS
Statewide Bag 15,536 18,391 12,553 -32
Hunters Reported 4,297 6,771 3,655 -46
Average Seasonal Bag 3.6 27 3.4 ) 26
Total Days Hunted 17,238 20,343 13,729 -33
Average Days Hunted : 4.0 3.0 338 25
CHUKAR PARTRI_DGE (EXCLUDING LGBC'S) *
Statewide Bag 36,547 N/A
Hunters Reported ' 7,468 N/A
Average Seasonal Bag 4.9 N/A
Totat Days Hunted ' 39,629 NfA
Average Days Hunted 53 N/A
CHUKAR PARTRIDGE (LGBC'S)*
Statewide Bag - 95,816 N/A
Hunters Reported 8,485 N/A
Average Seasonal Bag 11.3 N/A
Total Days Hunted 26,631 N/A
" Average Days Hunted ' 341 N/A

* 2000 Hunter Survey was the first to separate witd chukar hunters from LGBC hunters.

LGBC=Licensed Game Bird Club



TABLE 1: ANNUAL HUNTER SURVEY SUMMARY TABLE BY
SPECIES, 1998 - 2000

1998 1999 2000 Percent Change

BLUE/RUFFED GROUSE 1999-2000
Statewide Bag 11,033 8,220 11,854 44
Hunters Reported 5,580 7,510 7,404 -1
Average Seasonal Bag 2.0 1.4 1.6 46
Total Days Hunted 32,375 32,11 43,952 37
Average Days Hunted 538 43 59 39
SAGE GROUSE (PERMIT DATABASE)
Statewide Bag 378 443 269 . 45
Hunters Reported . 412 436 413 _ -5
Average Seasonal Bag 0.9 1.4 0.7 -43
Total Hours Hunted 3,234 3.470 3,517 1
Average Hours Hunted 7.8 8.0 8.5 7
JACK RABBITS
Statewide Bag 76,024 74,954 75,445 1
Hunters Reporied o 9,165 10,822 10,360 -4
Average Seasonal Bag 8.3 6.9 7.3 5
Total Days Hunted 94,664 110,612 106,208 -4
Average Days Hunted 10.3 10.2 . 10.3 o]
COTTONTAIL RABBITS
Statewide Bag 68,425 78,679 76,081 -3
Hunters Reported . 8,758 16,469 12,489 -24
Average Seasonal Bag - 70 4.8 6.1 28
Total Days Hunted 78,861 95,326 78,274 -18
Average Days Hunted 8.0 5.8 6.3 8
TREE SQUIRRELS
Statewide Bag . 56,686 66,231 58,507 -12
Hunters Reported 12,403 13,335 12,966 -3
Average Seasonal Bag 4.6 5.0 4.5 -9
Total Days Hunted 91,899 92,783 85,488 -8
Average Days Hunted 7.4 7.0 6.6 -5
WILD TURKEY (SPRING)

(EXCLUDING LGBC'S)
Statewide Bag 5,798 9,698 15,191 57
Hunters Reported 11,270 17,267 24,025 39
Average Seasonal Bag 0.5 0.6 0.6 13
Total Days Hunted 44 150 72,707 97,024 33
Average Days Hunted 3.8 4.2 4.0 -4
WILD TURKEY (FALL)

{(EXCLUDING LGBC'S)
Statewide Bag 5,165 4,376 6,102 39
Hunters Reported 7,637 9,196 11,218 22
Average Seasonal Bag 0.7 0.5 0.5 14
Total Days Hunted : 22,940 27,261 32,447 19
Average Days Hunted 3.0 3.0 2.9 -2

LGBC=Licensed Game Bird Club



TABLE 1: ANNUAL HUNTER SURVEY SUMMARY TABLE BY

DUCKS

Statewide Bag
Hunters Reported

Average Seasonal Bag

Total Days Hunted

~ Average Days Hunted

GEESE

Statewide Bag
Hunters Reported

Average Seasonal Bag

Total Days Hunted

Average Days Hunted

DEER {HUNTER SURVEY DATABASE)

Statewide Bag
Hunters Reported
Total Days Hunted

Average Days Hunted

DEER (DEER TAG DATABASE)

Statewide Bag
Deer Tag Sales
Deer Huniers

BEAR (HUNTER SURVEY DATABASE)

Statewide Bag
Hunters Reported
Total Days Hunted

Average Days Hunted

BEAR (BEAR TAG DATABASE)

Statewide Bag
Bear Tag Sales

WILD PIGS

Statewide Bag
Hunters Reported

Average Seasonal Bag

Total Days Hunted

Average Days Hunted

LGBC=Licensed Game Bird Club

SPECIES, 1998 - 2000

19838 1999

1,217,761 2,114,849

45,918 98,253
26.5 215
548,726 1,017,390
12.0 10.4
84,360 163,774
23,470 45,209
3.6 - 36
229,944 480,088
S.8 10.6
52,312 39,266

166,254 147,308
1,646,145 968,988
9.9 6.6

34,755 33,874
191,197 191,783
147,947 151,911

2,965 2277
15,173 15,700
166,028 163,479
10.9 104
1,676 1,836
18,681 18,321
52,516 29,449
27,607 31,992
1.9 - 0.9
239,717 229,237
8.7 7.2

2000

1,808,659
94,195
20.3
1,017,842
10.8

177,490
48,623
37
494,398
10.2

58,783
187,278
1,532,292
8.2

40,632
189,675
150,249

3,083
21,674
188,645
8.7

1,789
18,212

38,040
39,184

305,530
7.8

Percent Change
1999-2000
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4
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FIVE YEAR AVERAGE, HARVEST SUMMARY 1998-2000,

Wild Turkeys (Excluding LGBCs)

14,074

TABLE 2:
AND PERCENT CHANGE 1999-2000 .
SPECIES eraos | 1998 1999 2000 | ToRonY z%ﬁ‘gNGE
Band-tailed Pigeons 15,803 15,536 18,391 12,553 -32
Bear (Hunter Survey Database) 2,528 2,965 2,277 3,083 35
Bear (Bear Tag Database) 1,738 1,676 1,836 1,789 -3
BlueIRuffed Grouse 8,822 11,033 8,220 11,854 44
Coots/Moorhen 20,507 24,874 17,060 17,002 0
Cottontail Rabbits 80,466 68,425 78,679 76,081 -3
Deer (Huﬁter Survey Database) 47,065 52,312 39,266 58,783 50
Deer (Deer Tag Database)-, 38,662 34,755 33,874 40,632 20
Dove 1,567,163 | 1,172,272 | 1,610,515 | 1,773,468 10
Ducks 1,823,088 | 1,217,761 | 2,114,849 | 1,908,658 -10
Geese 146,304 84,360 163,774 177,490 8
| Jack Rabbits 90,332 76,024 74,954 75,445 1

Common Snipe 14,243 10,603 9,550 17,828 87
Pheasant {Excluding LGBCs) 160,816 115,670 156,436 152,352 -3
Quail 717,338 679,102 722,248 760,521 5
Sage Grouse {Permit Database) 385 378 493 .269 -45
Tree Squirrels 56,965 56,686 66,231 58,507 -12
wild Pigs 32,375 52,516 29,449 38,040 29

V 175,938 10,963 21,293 51
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TABLE 5: TOP TEN COUNTIES FOR HARVEST OF SELECTED SPECIES, 2000

I SPECIES | % OF STATE TOTAL ] I SPECIES | % OF STATE TOTAL |
PHEASANT (Excluding LGBCs) DEER
1-Colusa 19.0 1-Siskiyou 8.4
2-Butte 11.4 2-Trinity 6.0
3-Yolo 7.3 3-Mendocino 58
4-Solano 6.7 4-Humboldt 4.9
5-Glenn 6.5 5-Tehama 4.9
B-Sutter 5.7 6-Shasta 4.2
7-San Joaquin 5.1 7-Lassen 3.6
8-Sacramento 38 8-Monterey 3.3
9-Stanislaus 3.0 8-8an Luis Obispo 3.1
10-imperial 2.9 10-Fresno 3.1
CALIFORNIA QUAIL MOUNTAIN QUAIL .
1-Kem 14.0 1-Siskiyou 13.9
2-8an Luis Obispo 8.3 2-Trinity 8.5
3-Monterey 6.3 3-Kem 6.9
4-Santa Barbara 6.0 4-Tuolumne 6.0
5-Lassen 5.0 5-Pilumas 54
6-Fresno 4.5 6-El Dorado 4.5
7-Tehama 3.5 7-Tulare 4.3
8-Los Angeles 38 8-Fresno 4.0
9-Riverside 3.5 9-Shasta 3.6
10-Siskiyou 3.0 10-Lassen 3.3
MOURNING DOVE (Sept 1-15) COTTONTAIL RABBITS
1-Imperial 11.6 1-Kemn . 204
2-Kemn 10.4 2-San Luis Obispo 8.0
3-Fresno 7.5 3-Riverside 7.5
4-Riverside 57 4-Monierey 6.8
S5-Tulare 4.5 S-inperial 8.1
&-Merced 4.4 6-Stanislaus £.8
7-San Bernardino 4.2 7-San Barmardina 4.2
8-San Joaguin 3.5 8-Merced 38
9-Madera 3.3 9-Fresno - 3.7
10-Butte 3.2 10-Santa Barbara 3.5
WILD PIG DUCKS
1-Monterey 14.2 1-Colusa 18.9
2-San Benito 10.6 2-Merced 14.1
3-8an Luis Obispo 4.5 3-Butte 8.7
4-Sania Clara 3.6 4-Solano 6.5
S-Tehama 35 5-Glenn 5.1
6-Sonoma 35 6-Sutter 5.0
7-Kem 26 7-Imperial 49
8-Santa Barbara 2.0 8-Siskiyou 4.4
9-Madera 1.8 8-Yuba 3.5
10-Mendocino 1.5 10-Fresno 2.9
WILD TURKEYS (Spring) _ GEESE {Dark & White)

1-El Dorado - 11.3 1-Colusa 20.4
2-Shasta 8.0 2-Glenn 9.2
3~Tehama 7.7 3-Imperial 8.1
4-Mendocino 6.5 4-Siskiyou 7.4
S-Placer 5.4 5-Butte 7.3
6-Amador 5.2 6-Sutter 6.9
7-San Luis Obispo 4.6 7-Modoc 6.8

18-Sonoma 4.4 8-Lassen 5.1
9-Yuba 42 . 9-Merced 4.3
10-Butite 4.0 10-Sacramento 3.2




(£89'PLE) SIBJUNIY JO 1SQLINU [EJ0} 81} SPEBsXa S0100ds Jad Siauny jo Jaguny U] PUE ‘9% 00| UBY) BICLY 8te10} sejoads Jad siepuny | Jowusolad ey) 'seoads BUO LR alow Buyuny veyo 2sjuny eug o ang) ,

109509v 00|

6Pz $56'09. «IVLOL
i g 6L Giy GB 08¢ jounel
! 5 ot GiB'L L0} BSR jesqog
g Sz S/ $09'Si Li8's 2L 0)0A0D
0 0 001 151" 0 511 Jefipeq
0 Lz 6 I zZZ BG8 , HoodIEY
0 13 19 214 zZz 0se X04 Aeig
v 9l 8 2LL'ZL 046'} 102°0} jaliinbg aaig
! gl Gg gra'c Z.S £l2'¢ MO1D UBDMRUIY
0 Z9 ge ZZ6 b 0SE {5.0897) Aosuny,
¥ 09 0y 698'0L £68Y'0 98E'y {i1ed) Aayant piim
] 29 8r ora'ee o88'L1 GSLEL {Bupidg) faxiny pim
0 0g oy BGL G6 ¥9 ueBiuue)d pejiei-ajium
¥ g9 8 gzl'cl 661'9 9z6'y {eseqejep ywiad) asnoly ebeg
! 6€ 19 828'z ZHL'L gL't 85n04p payny
} £t 19 98E'y 0EV'L 9s6'2 asnotn anjg
L £ £g G622’z 929 868t (auoz usal)nos) uoabid pajiel-pueg
! gZ - Zl £Z9'c L0 909'2 {eUioz weypou) U0GI4 pa|le}-puey
z [ L8 20L'9 2lG 08g's aA0Q pabuim-ajy
£ vl 98 ZhG'oL 0Et' L 210'8 jqgqey yaer
¥ 6 L6 G40Q'Z L ¥61'L LGG'0L Hqgey |1ejuoo )
6 2 £6 6850'92 LIG' 6¥5'cZ {uojHod puoaas) aaog Bujwinoy
82 Lz gl LE0'9 L¥8'S #2'08 {uoipod 354n) sA0q Buluinoy
z 62 L YEP'G PEP' L. 1¥6'c fHenp s|egen
6 0z 08 SL0'LE EL6'2 001'61 [lend ujejunon
-] 0z 0g 066 6% 5166 vL0°0b IeND ejulojed
z (i 9g vzl 0Leg'e o980’ (s,0g97 Buipn[oxe) Jeynyo
£t 9 6 1G0°6E 8de'z 69798 (5,0897) Jueseay4
Gl 2 g2 Zil'or 089'Z1 ZEV'EE {s,0897 Bujpnjoxa) Juesesijg
! £} T 9Ll'L ez ¥6¥'L Usyloop /3003
L 8t zZg 1oL’ 19g 08L'} adjug uctiuioy
Jl 1z 6. ¥EQ'61 IEL'Y £0.°51 {enym) asean
6 12 £L 80v'97 9ve'L £01'64 {#4ep} asaen
B g . Z6 18622 845'0 B80%'LL sjang
Zi 55 St £70'48 085'0Z e Bid pum
g 8 gL 2.0'BL Lzoal L60'E leog
8 89 L 0Z8'E0l 83E'EL 79505 Jaag

§3109dS 194 |NJSS83INSUN [Rissenong 13T 44 jiis5a0ansif njssa0ong
SJ9JUNH || JO jJusdiey sojnadg ad SI191UnH 40 Juansag S4BJUNH JO Jaguuinpy CEILELEE

000Z ‘S3103dS FNVYD AG LHOL-43 HALNNH 40 NOILNAINLSIA 9 I8Vl




TABLE 7: HUNTER SUCCESS AND PARTICIPATION PERCENTA

GES,
1961-2000
YEAR % UNSUCCESSFUL % SUCCESSFUL % DID NOT HUNT
1961 28 ' 64 8
1962 28 64 8
1963 25 66 g
1964 23 70 7
1965 24 67 10
1966 23 66 11
1967 22 68 10
1968 22 68 10
1969 21 69 10
1970 22 67 11
1971 23 64 13
1972 23 65 12
1973 25 65 10
1974 22 63 10
1975 23 65 12
1976 25 64 1"
1977 25 64 11
1978 24 62 14
1979 22 63 14
1980 26 1 64 11
1881 29 58 13
1982 32 N 56 12
1983 31 57 12
1984 27 T T 14
1985 28 59 13
1986 30 57 13
1987 26 57 17
1988 29 61 10
1989 27 62 11
1990 31 _ 58 11
1991 25 _ 63 12
1992 26 65 g
1993 30 61 g
1994 30 61 9
1995* 19 46 36
1996 24 66 10
1997 22 64 14
1998 45 47 8
1999 33 67 15
2000 32 68 14
* The inflated value in the "Did Not Hunt" category may be due to using 1993, 1994, and 1995
license sales data. The three successive years of data were used because an inadequate
number of 1995 sales data available on data base at the time of the survey.
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TABLE 9: STATEWIDE HUNTER PARTICIPATION BY GENDER AND AGE, 2000

0.03445558701

First Year Hunting {male)}
First Year Hunting {female}

. TOTAL
————___ IUIAL |

AGE COHORT TOTAL*
0-16 l 17 -21 22-30 31-40 41-50 151 AND OVER
SN R N S —
Male 32,670 7,977 19,386 47.066 63,496 115,774 286,367
Female 3,750 667 1,462 3,114 3,623 4,386 17,002
. TOTAL 36,420 8,644 20,848 50,180 120,159 303,369
— -~ POTAL | —— | %584 | 20,848 S Y ] 905,369
Did Not Hunt {male) 2,765 1,049 1,557 17.574 33,114
Did Not Hunt (female) 858 a5 191 985 3,400
TOTAL 3,623 1,144 18,559 36,515
. TOTAL b S § 36,515

11,948
2,383
14,333

EXTRAPOLATED

20



