California Department of Fish and Gome
722 Cepitol Avenue
Sacramento, California November 1957

LICENSED FUR TRAPTER REPCRT

(1956~57 Season, Nov. 16, 1956 to Feb. 28, 1957)
(Compiled by Game Management Sranch, 3acramento)

Data for this report is complled from the reports of licensed fur trappers. Each
trapper is required by law to fill out and return to the Department at the end of

each trapping season a record of activities including the following dsta: number and
kinds of animals csught, county where caught, compeny buylng furs, end prices received
for furs.

858 licenses were sold for the 1956-57 season of which 856 were citizens and 2 were
aliens, This 1s a decresse of 6 percent under the 1955~56 season when 912 licenses
were sold. Of the 858 licensees, 506 {59%) sutmitted reports, 62 (7%) failed to
report, and 290 (34%) reported they did not trap.

Trapping laws remeined the same as last year except that the beaver trapping was less
restricted in certain sreas in northeastern Californla. This accounted for e 34 per-
cent inerease in the 1956~57 beaver take.

The total reported catch for the 1956-57 season was 85,252 against the total reported
catch of 87,58l for the 1955-56 season, a decrease of 2,65 percent., The decrease is
in propertion to the decrease in the number of licensed trappers. Muskrat, which
acccunted for 86 percent of the ecatch has continued to be in poor demand by domestic
markets. Some of the trappers reported that they ceased trapping upen receipht of
sales of the first shipment of pelis.

Ihe buyer demand remained with the dark shorit-haired furs with otbter in highest
cemand, The price of mink declined sharply, the lowest since 1943, & bright spot for
the trappers has been the inecressing interest in raccoon and skunk., Beaver is in low
cemond with only large and blanket sized pelts being sought by buyers. One nutriz waa
reported taken from the Russisn River,

The estimsted value of the 1956~57 catch was $96,060, a decresse of L percent under
the 195556 seasen, The main reasons for this decrease is the proportionate decrease
in the number of trappers and the continued low prices being pald for muskrats, the
species in most abundance.

The following table shows the number of animals taken and the aversge price received
for the main fur species,

Humber Taken Prices Reported
Species 1955~56 1956-57 1955-56 195657
Beaver 1,467 2,247 4 6.92 & 5,42
Bobeat 228 274 .73 1.29
Coyote 2058 17C 91 «53
Grey Fox 272 L49 V30 ‘ .27
Mink 1,796 2,906 13.73 8,26
Huskrat, 77,128 73,795 .96 .69
Aaccoon 1,193 2,220 .92 1.1C
Ringtail 120 171 1.13 1.18
Biver Otter 81 142 15,10 16,38
Striped Skunk 528 729 69 .90
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