Californis Department of Fish and Ganme
722 Capitol Avenue
Sacremento, Czliforuia December 1958

LICENSED FUR TRAPPER REPORT

(1957-58 Season, Nov. 16, 1957 to February 28, 1958)
(Compiled by Geme Managemernt Branch, Sacramento)

Data for this report is compiled from reports of licensed fuxr trappers. Bach
trapper is required by law to fill out and return to the Depariment at the end
of each trapping season s record of activities including the rollowing data:
Number and kind of snimals caught, county where caught, company buying furs,
and prices received for fTurs.

823 licenses were sold for the 1957-58 season, of which 819 were citizens and

L were aliens., This is a decrease of (6%) six percent under the 1956-57 season
when 558 licenses were sold. OFf the 823 licensees, 615 {75%) submitted reports,
208 {25%) failed to report, and 236 (2%%) reported they did not trap.

The increase in the mmber of licensees failing to report may be atitributed to
the inception of a new method of veporting. In prior years at the eclose of the
trapping season each trapper wag mailed a Torm and a transmittal letier remind-
Iog nim that the report was mandatory and due, prior to June 30 following the
close of the season. This season the report form was atiached o the 1957-58
license. Many trappers complained that 1t became lost or was forgobten even
though a postal cerd of warning was mailed on May 15, 1958,

Trapping laws remained the same &g last year except for further reduction in
the regtrictions on Beaver trapping in certain paris of the State.

The tobtal reported catch Tor the L957-58 geason was 82,172 against the total
reported catch of 85,852 for the 1956-57 season, a decresse of 3.61 percent.
Muskrats, which sccounted for 82 percent of the tobtal reported catch, are still
in poor demand by both forelgn and Zomestic markets. BRaccoon and Shunk wers
purchased in limited guantities but For the most part fur buyers' interesis wers
for the tark, shori-haired furs like mink, muskrat and otter, and beaver in the
large and blanket sized pelts only.

The estimated value of the 1957-58 catch was $86,837.00, a decrease of ©.60%
under the 1956-57 season. The maln reason for this decrease is the proportion-
ate decrease in the number of trappers and the conbinued low prices being paid
for muskrat, the species in most abundance.

The following table shows the mumber of animals taken and the average price
received For the main fur species:

Number Taken I*ices Reported
Species 1956-57 1957-58 1956-57 195758
Begver 2,23? 1,755 § 5,40 & 5,75
Bobeat 276 202 1.29 1.90
Coyote 170 7h .53 .99
Grey Fox Lo 259 .27 .29
Mink 2,906 1,947 8.26 6.94
Muskrat 73,795 Tho201 59 66
Racecoon 2,220 1,679 1.10 1.15
Ringiail 17% 66 1,18 1.0k
River Otter 142 126 16.38 ik.58

Striped Skunk 729 1,010 .90 .85
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