California Department of Fish and Game
722 Capitcl Avenue
Sacramento 14, California

July 1959
LICENSED FUR TRAPPER REPCRT

(195859 Season, Nov. 16, 1958 to February 28, 1958)
(Compil=d by Geme Management Branch, Sacramento)

Data for this report is compiled from reports of licensed fur trappers. Each
Ltrapper is required by law to £ill ocut and reburn to the Department at the end
of each brapping season a record of acbivities which includes the following data:
Humber and kinds of animals caught, county where caught, company buying the furs,
and prices resceived for furs.

657 licenses were sold for the 195859 season, of which 655 were citizens and
2 were aliens. This is a decrease of twenty percent {20%) under the 1957-58
season when 823 licenses were sold. OFf the 657 licenses L85 (74%) submitted
reporys, 172 (26%) failed to report and 184 {28%) reported they did not trap.

Trapping laws remained the same as last year except for further reduchtion in
the restrictions on beaver trapping in certain parts of the state.

The total reported catch for the 1958-59 season was 70,543 against the tobtal
reported catch of 82,172 for the 195758 season, a decrease of 1lL.15 percent.
Muskrats which accounted for 90 percent (90%) of the toital catch are still in
poor demand in foreign and domestic markets. The dsmend for bobeat showed the
only marked increase with the average price approximatsly forty percent {(40%)
higher than in recent years. Some of the paler variety commanding as much as
elght or nine dollars per pelt, Mink remained high and buyers sbtill showed
interest in the bsaver from the countises in northeastern California.

The estimated value of the 1958-59 catch was $71,202.00, a decrease of %wenty-
two percent (22%) under the 1957-58 seascn. The main veason for this decrease
is the proportionate decrease in the number of trappers who trapped for muskrat
and the conbinued low prices being paid for muskrat, the species caught in

the most abundance,

The following table shows the numbers of animalstaken and the average prices
received for the main fur speciess

Number Taken Prices Renorted
Species 1957--58 1958~59 . 195758 1958-59
Beaver 1,775 1,838 $ 5.75 % 5,69
Bobeat 202 222 1-90 3 906
Covote 7h 79 99 1.22
Grey Fox 259 193 «29 026
Mink 1,974 1,634 6.94 8.69
Muskrab Th,291 64,106 66 56
Raccoon 1,679 1,295 1.15 1.16
Ringtail 66 Th 1.04 1.40
Otber 126 14.58 12.52

83
Skunk 1,010 656 +95 83
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